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Chapter 1: Lessons 001-011

1st Kings 1:1-1:53

Lesson #1 (10/23/05)

INTRODUCTION

The books we know of as First and Second Kings record the history of Israel from the death of David to the Babylonian Captivity.  They were originally written to be a single work. 

Literally, the first two chapters of 1 Kings should be at the end of the books of Samuel as they originally were. The redactors or editors of the Hebrew Bible placed them at the beginning of Kings to act as a preface to the story of Solomon.  

The author is unnamed in the book, as is the case with most Old Testament historical narrative. Jewish tradition holds that Jeremiah was the author. He mentions using several source documents, three specifically:

· The book of the annals of Solomon, 1 Kings 11:41.
· The Chronicles of the kings of Israel are mentioned some seventeen times in 1 Kings 14:19 - 2 Kings 15:31; 2 Sam 8:16; 20:24; 1 Kings 4:3; 2 Kings 18:18, 37; 2 Chronicles 34:8.
· The book of the annals of the kings of Judah is mentioned fifteen times in 1 Kings 14:29 - 2 Kings 24:5.
There is also an obvious quotation from three chapters of Isaiah, Isaiah 37-39, that appear verbatim in 2 Kings 19:1-20:19.

TITLE OF THE BOOKS

1. Hebrew Title: Melechim, ("Kings") was a single book. The division of 1st and 2nd Kings was simply for the sake of convenience. 

2. Greek Title: Basileion, "Kingdoms". Kings appears in the Septuagint as part of a 4-part set.   

3. Our English Bibles have the fourfold division of Samuel and Kings found in the Septuagint, but with the Hebrew titles

Lesson #1 (10/23/05) – Continued

	Greek Title
	English Equivalent

	1st Book of Kingdoms
	1st Samuel

	2nd Book of Kingdoms
	2nd Samuel

	3rd Book of Kingdoms
	1st Kings

	4th Book of Kingdoms
	2nd Kings


GENERAL OUTLINE

Chapters 1-11 of 1st Kings; deals with the United Kingdom under Solomon.  Chapters 12 of 1st Kings all the way to chapter 17 of II Kings deals with the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  Then II Kings chapters 18 through 25 deal only with Judah.

Dating Methods

Old Testament writers did not use a universal reference point in establishing dates. Instead, they used various sorts of regnal dating methods, "In the 4th year of Hezekiah...". This makes it somewhat difficult to be exact in establishing dates for Old Testament events.

Regnal Reckoning is a king’s period of reign, calculated from a monarch’s accession to the throne. The first year of a king might refer to the first year he served as regent, or it might refer to his first year upon the throne.

CONTRAST OF KINGS WITH CHRONICLES.

The relationship of Kings to Chronicles is similar to the relationship of the Synoptic Gospels to the Gospel of John.
	Kings
	Relates historical fact with little commentary
	Synoptic Gospels

	Chronicles
	Tells meaning of the fact
	John


Kings relates the political and royal fortunes of the nation while Chronicles focuses upon the sacred and religious aspects of the nation.

Lesson #1 (10/23/05) – Continued

	Kings
	Chronicles

	Prophetic Perspective: Judgments
	Priestly Perspective: Hope

	Wars are prominent
	Temple is prominent

	History of the thrones
	Continuity of the Davidic line

	Record of both Israel & Judah
	Mostly Judah

	Morality
	Redemption


DAVID’S FEEBLE CONDITION, 1 KINGS 1:1-4
As the book opens, we are struck by David’s feebleness and apparent inability to act decisively. This is the man who...

· Killed Goliath with a simple sling.

· Eluded the wrath of Saul for so many years.

· United all of the Kingdom of Israel.

· Conquered all of the surrounding enemies of Israel.

At this point, David is barely 70 years of age.  2 Samuel 5:4-5 says that he became king at the age of 30 and ruled for 40 years. But these years have not been kind to him. His years in exile and his years on the battlefield have taken their toll. And perhaps the worst of all have been the series of disasters involving his own family.

It had begun with his sin with Bathsheba and his vain attempt to cover it up. The years that followed saw family tragedy.  There is a lesson here:  Sin, while it can be forgiven, still carries its negative consequences.

· The rape of Tamar by her half-brother.

· The murder of Amnon at the hands of Absalom.

· The rebellion of Absalom.

As a result, David was a broken man. He seems to have been well past his prime, both physically as well as mentally. He had deteriorated to the point of no longer being able to keep warm in the chilly Jerusalem nights. To this end, his attendants obtained the services of a Shunammite girl who will be able to keep the old king warm. 
Lesson #1 (10/23/05) – Continued
Abishag

Abishag, the beautiful Shunamite served as a bed-warmer for David.  Shunem was about 15 miles southwest of the Sea of Galilee.  Although not well known to the general Bible reader, Abishag has inspired more poetry, some by the greatest poets, than most biblical figures. For instance, Robert Frost’s “Provide, Provide” begins:



The witch that came  [the withered hag]


To wash the steps with pail and rag



Was once the beauty Abishag.











         
While Abishag is never named as a wife of David, her status was probably equivalent to that of a concubine, i.e., a secondary wife, which was a recognized relationship that implied intimacy and permanency. Indeed, since concubinage was a recognized custom,  The concubine's children were adopted, as if they were the wife's own offspring; and the suggestion to the husband often came from the wife herself Gen. 30. 

The children were regarded, not as illegitimate, but as a supplementary family to that of the wife.   The unfaithfulness of a concubine was considered criminal, II Samuel 3:7-8, and was punished with scourging, Lev. 19:20.
There is no inference of pressure on Abishag to submit to this relationship. She may have viewed a relationship with the King of Israel as advancement over her place as a young girl with few prospects in a small country village. However, the difference in age between David and Abishag certainly was a factor that must be considered. The union of a man and a woman in marriage was not often a matter of romantic love but of practicality and suitability, usually arranged by a parent.  It must be noted that God does not approve of polygamy, Deut. 17:17..

When Abishag agreed to be King David’s “nurse”, she gave up the promise of having children and resigned herself to a life of celibacy.  Her job would not be easy but it appears that she fulfilled her obligation with dignity and grace.

Lesson #2 (10/30/05) 

ADONIJAH'S ATTEMPT AT THE THRONE,    I KINGS 1:5-10
Adonijah (Heb. “My Lord Is God”) was the oldest remaining son of David. Verse 6 specifies that he had been born after Absalom and, by saying this, compares his actions to those of Absalom who attempted to overthrow David.    
Lesson #2 (10/30/05) - Continued
David’s Sons

1. Son from his affair with Bathsheba – died as an infant

2. Amnon by Ahinoam – murdered by Absolum

3. Chileab by Abigail – died as an infant  

4. Absalom by Bathsheba – killed by Joab

5. Adonijah by Haggith – executed by Solomon

6. Shephatiah by Abital

7. Ithream by Eglah

8. Solomon by Bathsheba

Adonijah knew that the Lord had chosen Solomon to be the next king, I Chron. 22:9-10.  He was totally self absorbed with power lust and was driven by unbridled ambition.  He was determined to have his own way and completely ignored the Lord’s will.  

Adonijah was so ruthlessly ambitious and conniving that he moved to take the throne from his father.

He was like so many self-promoters today in that he would stop at nothing to get to the top.  Believers are to depend on the Lord for promotion.
Psalm 37:34  -  Wait on the LORD, and keep His way, and He will exalt you. . .

Proverbs 28:25  -  An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.

Psalm 37:4 -  Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

Psalm 145:19  -  He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.

  

Lesson #2 (10/30/05) - Continued
David was a great king, but he was a lousy father.   Adonijah always got his way when he was growing up, so it is no surprise that he expected to always get his way as an adult.
The Doctrine Of Rearing Children (Lessons 02-06)
This verse (1st Kings 1:6) set the stage for Pastor Mike Smith to teach the Doctrine of Rearing Children on four Sundays, November 6 – 27, 2005 (Lessons 02-06).         

The audio lessons and notes can be found on our web site at www.countrybiblechurch.us. 
Lesson #7 (12/04/05)

Adonijah was aided in his attempt to usurp the throne by some of David’s longtime friends:                                               

Joab was the nephew of David.  Zeruiah was Joab’s mother and David’s sister.  Joab was a mighty warrior as were his two brothers Abishai, who killed 300 of the enemy himself, II Sam. 23:18, and Asahel. Joab served as the commander-in-chief in David’s army. 
He was tough, brave, unquestionably loyal to King David, and ruthless to his enemies.  Abner who was King Saul’s commander-in-chief killed Asahel in battle, Joab nefariously plotted to kill Abner, and then he carried it out.  At one point, Joab captured the important citadel of Rabbah and then sent for David himself to lead the final assault, “lest I  [Joab] take the city and it be called by my name.”  II Sam. 12:28.  Joab killed Absalom after he lead a revolt against David.  
When David was giving way to grief, it was Joab who told him to get up and show himself in public. But David did not forgive Joab for killing Absalom, so he appointed Amasa, another one of his nephews, to take Joab’s place as Commander-in-chief.  Joab feigned friendship with him and then suddenly stabbed him to death.  Joab then assumed command of the armies again.  After all they had had been through together, it is sad to see Joab’s loyalty to David falter at the end.  

Abiathar was the son of Ahimelech, the high priest of Nob, who had been put to death by Saul when David was a fugitive.  Abiathar was the only priest that survived.  He joined David when David was a fugitive from King Saul. David promised to look after him, I Sam. 22:23.  He was loyal to David during the Absalom Revolution.  However, he sided with Adonijah when he tried to usurp the throne.  After David died, Solomon spared his life because of his previous service to his father, but he was no longer to be a priest and was confined to his own hometown.

Lesson #7 (12/04/05) - Continued
LOYALTY

1. Every Christian at some time will be attracted to a pleasing personality whose function is manipulation, undermining  authority, and exploitation of authority for the purpose of evil.

2.  The believer with maximum Bible doctrine in the soul has developed norms and standards that provide discernment in order to reject the manipulations of pleasing personalities and the lure of an evil cause.  But sometimes, even mature believers are drawn into conspiracy.

3.  Those involved in a clique possess misplaced loyalty to the clique leader. They have chosen to be loyal to a person rather than being loyal to the principles of Bible doctrine. We are all tested to determine where our true loyalty lies.

a.  Joab flunked this test when he obeyed David's order to assassinate Uriah the Hittite.

b.  The people on Mt. Carmel flunked this test when they obeyed the order of Elijah to kill the Baal prophets. 

c.  Aaron flunked this test when he obeyed the orders of the people to manufacture the golden calf.

d.  Joab flunked this test when he wrote the drama of the woman of Tekoa that restored Absalom to a place of prominence in Israel.

e.  Thousands of Jewish citizens flunked the test when they succumbed to the pleasing personality of Absalom or to the fifty couriers who were hardcore revolutionists.

4.  Areas believers might face this test:

a.  In the local church, you may follow someone who seeks to undermine the authority of the pastor.

b.  In business, you may follow the pleasing personality who leads you to undermine the authority of management.

c.  In social life, you may follow an attractive person who leads you into a clique that undermines the authority of the Bible or of parents, or into a clique that attacks others verbally or physically.


d.  In the military, police, or fire departments, evil loyalty undermines the commander.

e. In sports, you may be tempted to follow someone who tries to undermine the coach’s authority.

f. In a marriage, the husband or wife can become self-absorbed and be seduced away from the loyalty, devotion, and commitment to their spouse and their God.

g.   As a believer, you will have to face the Absalom test in every facet of your life just as you will face the injustice test.  The injustice test comes from authority. The Absalom test comes from a pleasing personality with no authority. Passing this test is part of your spiritual growth as a believer. You cannot advance to maturity without facing a number of these tests.

h.  The Absalom test will usually come first as a teenager, then in the local church, and as you grow, it will be faced in every facet of your life.
Lesson #8 (12/11/05)

5.  The unbeliever’s integrity and honor is loyalty to establishment principles. The believer's integrity and honor is loyalty to Bible doctrine. 

6.  No one has honor apart from humility.   You cannot be loyal to God and be arrogant.                                                     Loyalty  to  God  must  supercede  loyalty  to  self.    Our distraction is loyalty to self.

7.  The unbeliever's humility is manifested in his loyalty to establishment. The believer's humility is manifested in his loyalty to doctrine. Doctrine is more important than he is in his thoughts, decisions, and actions.

8.  Like a young person who has developed genuine humility and denies self in order to please his parents, a mature believer demonstrates his genuine humility by denying self in order to please God.

9.  arrogance is always involved when loyalty to a demagogue or a pleasing personality supercedes loyalty to doctrine.  If you are loyal to some person instead of Bible doctrine, you are arrogant and dishonorable.
Lesson #9 (12/18/05)

David had friends who remained loyal to him:
Zadok was made one of the two high priests during David’s reign as king of Israel.  He and Abithar stayed in Jerusalem and kept David informed when he went into exile during the Absalom revolt by using their sons as runners to communicate with David.  As a reward to Zadok for his faithful service and loyalty to David, Solomon appointed Azariah, Zadok’s son, to be the high priest during his reign.
Benaiah was a brave soldier, and David appointed him to be Captain of his bodyguard.  He was included in the list of “Mighty Men,” medal of honor winners in II Sam. 23.  A few of his exploits are found in II Sam. 23:20-21.
Nathan was a trusted advisor to King David.  The Lord used him to tell David that He did not want David to build the Temple but wanted his son, Solomon, to build it.  He also revealed the parable of the rich man and poor man that convicted David of his wrongdoing to Uriah the Hittite. When Solomon was born, Nathan named him Jedidiah which means, “Loved by the Lord,” II Sam. 12:24-25.  He was instrumental in foiling Adonijah’s push for the throne.  Two of his sons were given high offices in Solomon’s reign. 
Shimei was a real piece of work.  He was a member of Saul’s family who threw stones and dirt at David as he was fleeing from Absalom and shouting ,’Be gone, be gone, you man o blood, you worthless fellow,’  II Sam. 16:11.  David restrained his men from killing him. After Absalom was defeated, he came down to Jordan to greet David and begged for forgiveness. Again, David spared his life, but he did not forget the incident and later on after David’s death, Shimei paid the price for his insolence.  
We don’t know a lot about Rei.  His name means “friendly” in Hebrew and this is the only time he is mentioned.
Lesson #9 (12/18/05) - Continued
The mighty men are the men listed in II Sam. 23:8-39.  Today we would award these men the Congressional Medal of Honor.  They had tremendous courage and ability and were fiercely loyal to King David.

DAVID IS WARNED,    1 KINGS 1:9-31      

So Adonihah throws a great feast as a prelude to taking over the throne.  Vs. 9-10                                           

Nathan is the man of the hour.  He didn’t dilly dally but went to Bathsheba with the situation, and they planned how they were going to make David aware of the problem.  Nathan made sure that David’s promise would be heard by two witnesses; Bathsheba and himself. 
Under Mosaic Law, at least two witnesses were required to make a charge stick. If David was becoming forgetful in his old age, a second witness, in this case Nathan, would also confirm that the king had indeed made such a pledge.
Nathan was a good friend for getting David’s attention when he sinned with Bathsheba.  And now he goes to get David’s attention again, only this time, he goes with Bathsheba to warn of impending danger. They work out the plan and then carry it out to the tee.  Nathan went in right on cue to back up Bathsheba’s story. 
This was a life or death situation for Solomon, Bathsheba, and probably Nathan as well.  If Adonijah was successful in his coup d’etat, he would most assuredly have those who sided with David put to death, vs. 12.
Solomon - God’s early declaration of special love for Solomon, 2 Sam. 12:24–25, and his intent to give Solomon the throne conveys a wonderful message:  God’s grace is not hindered by our failures.  David failed many times, but God still blessed not only him but also his son Solomon.  No wonder the name chosen means “peace” (shalom). When we accept God’s forgiveness, we can count on God’s grace enriching our future.
Bathsheba - David had a truly loving relationship with the woman he betrayed, 2 Sam. 11–12. David had acknowledged his sin. Not only God, but Bathsheba also had forgiven him. Together they had four sons, and in his old age, concern for Bathsheba’s safety, 1 Kings 1:21, helped shake David from his lethargy. This engenders hope for hurting couples today. If we acknowledge our sins against each other, and accept forgiveness, the love of husbands and wives still can be restored.

THE ACCLAMATION OF SOLOMON,   1 KINGS 1:32-37
David ordered immediate action to be taken to confirm Solomon as his selection for the next king. Solomon was to be given the mule of the King to ride and was brought down to the Gihon Spring to be anointed king.

The instructions of David were carried out. Solomon was brought in on David’s mule to the Gihon Spring, much the same way that a later Son of David would be brought to Jerusalem riding upon a donkey and receiving the same accolades. Indeed, it will be very close to this same location where Jesus will make His own triumphant entry into the city at the Second Advent. This was Solomon’s triumphal entry, and lest there be any doubt as to David’s intentions, David himself bowed himself in the presence of his son, vs. 47.
Lesson #9 (12/18/05) - Continued
The Gihon Spring had been instrumental in the original conquest of Jerusalem at the beginning of David’s reign.  2 Samuel 5:8 indicates that the city was taken "through the water tunnel." Archaeologists have discovered that there is a steep tunnel cut through Mount Ophel, the site of the original city. This tunnel allowed the inhabitants of the city to travel under the city walls to get water from a natural spring which flowed on the lower slopes of the mountain. Now David orders Solomon to be taken to this same spring to be anointed and proclaimed king of the nation.

While Adonijah took preliminary steps to take the throne, David cut to the chase and had Solomon anointed king.  This put Adonijah in the uncomfortable position of having to overthrow Solomon if he wished to be king.

David viewed Solomon’s ascension to the throne of Israel as fulfillment of the covenant promise God had made concerning the continuation of his descendant upon the throne of Israel.  In 2 Samuel 7:8-17, God promised that the throne of David would be established forever. This promise will be ultimately fulfilled in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lesson #10 (01/08/06)
Lord's Supper, Heb.10:10, One Sacrifice For Sins For All Time; I Kings 1:28, David Has Solomon Anointed, Sit On His Throne, Bows To Him; Forgiveness
Lesson #11 (01/15/06) 
ADONIJAH'S REACTION,  or Operation Scatter,      1 KINGS 1:38-53                   

Adonijah’s supporters are quick to distance themselves from him and scatter to the four winds (vs 49). Adonijah himself seeks refuge at the horns of the sacrificial altar which stood before the Tent of Meeting. .  
Ex. 21:13-14﻿ -  Whoever hits someone and kills him is to be put to death, but if it was an accident and he did not mean to kill him, he can escape to a place which I will choose for you, and there he will be safe. 14﻿But when anyone gets angry and deliberately kills someone else, he is to be put to death, even if he has run to my altar for safety.  

The symbolism of taking hold of the altar’s horns seems to have meant that as God had been gracious to man, as seen in accepting man’s offerings to atone for his sins, so one man should be gracious to another man who had offended him.  Adonijah’s safety was guaranteed by Solomon as long as he acted in an appropriate manner.

Evidently, Adonijah expected to be put to death as a rival claimant to the throne, an action that he himself would have taken against Solomon had his conspiracy been successful.  Solomon was gracious not to execute Adonijah, and wise to make his continued safety depend on good behavior!
Lesson #11 (01/15/06)  - Continued
HORNS  OF  THE  ALTER

1 Kings 1:50  -  And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar.

Exodus 21:12-14   - He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 13 But if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint you a place to which he may flee. 14 If, however, a man acts presumptuously toward his neighbor, so as to kill him craftily, you are to take him even from My altar, that he may die.

Numbers 35:11-12  -  11 then you shall select for yourselves cities to be your cities of refuge, that the manslayer who has killed any person unintentionally may flee there.  12 And the cities shall be to you as a refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation for trial.

Why did Adonijah take hold of the horns of the alter and not the legs of the Laver, the doors to the temple, or something else?

Taking hold of the horns of the alter was all about forgiveness because of the sacrifice that had been made on it.  This place where animals were sacrificed was the physical representation of the atonement Jesus Christ made for us on the cross. 

The sins that were committed were temporarily covered by the sacrifice of the animal.  Ever since Christ bore our sins on his own perfect body, sins that we committed are forgiven when we believe in Him.  

The penalty for our sins was paid on the cross.  Since Jesus Christ was condemned for our sins, there is no condemnation for those who accept His atonement.  The cross settled this judicial issue.  

All sins we committed are forgiven the moment we are “born again,”  Col. 2:13, Psa 103:3,12, I John 1:7.   
At that point, a relationship is established with God.  When we sin, that relationship is interrupted.  We are still related to God, we are still a child or a son of God, but we become alienated from Him whenever we sin after salvation.  However, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with Him is restored when we confess our sins. 

Colossians 2:13  -  13 And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

Psalm 103:2-3  - 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits;  3 Who pardons all your iniquities; Who heals all your diseases;

1 John 1:6-9  - 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Lesson #11 (01/15/06)  - Continued
QUESTIONS ABOUT FORGIVENESS:
1. Were our sins judged on the cross?

Romans 5:18  -   8 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.

Hbrews 10:12  - 2 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God. . .

1 John 2:2  -  and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
2.    Are believers in Christ condemned for their sins?   NO.  Rom. 8:1
3.    Are unbelievers condemned for their sins?  

John 3:18 -  8 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
4. Were all sins forgiven on the cross?  NO.   If all sins were forgiven on the cross, then unbelievers would have a relationship with God.

5. Do unbelievers have a relationship with God?  NO.  They have the possibility to have one but not until they believe in J.C.
6.  Did the cross give the opportunity for our sins to be forgiven?  Yes.  There could not be forgiveness until the penalty for sin was paid.  

7. Can a person not be condemned for his sins and still have no relationship with God?  Yes

8. Can a believer who is saved and related to God lose his relationship with Him?  Yes

Related VS Relationship

DO THE BEST YOU CAN, WHERE YOU ARE,  


               WITH WHAT YOU HAVE





“Father, where shall I work today?”


And my love flowed warm and free.


Then He pointed out a humble spot


And said, ”Tend that for me.”


I answered quickly, “Oh, no, not that!


Why, no one would ever see


No matter how well my work was done;


Not that little place for me!”


The word He spoke, it was not stern;


He answered me tenderly;


“Ah, little one, search thine heart;


Art thou working for them or me?


Nazareth was a little place,


And so was Galilee.”
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