1 KINGS  CHAPTER  17

LESSON  #68  (6-3-07)
1.  Satan was behind all of the evil and wickedness that occurred in the northern kingdom, and he was instrumental in replacing the true God of Israel with the false god Baal.  A showdown between God and Baal was developing. God used a man by the name of Elijah to be his man of the hour.

1 Kings 17:1  - Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word."

2.  So Elijah burst onto the pages of the Bible with a shocking statement to the king of Israel.  He had to come from the east side of the Jordan, probably walked right into the king’s palace right up to the king, and dropped this bombshell.  There was no doubt that Elijah was sent by God. His name in Hebrew means “my Lord is Jehovah”.

3.  “As the LORD, the God of Israel lives” meant that Elijah’s intended action was as certain to take place as God’s very existence. 

a. It is a dogmatic assertion that the Lord, not Baal, is the God of Israel.

b. It also asserts that the God of Israel is living whereas Baal is not.

c. This phrase and similar ones occur frequently in the Old Testament, 14 times in 1 and 2 Kings.  

4.  “before whom I stand”    Slaves of the East stood before their masters.  

a. Bathsheba stood before David, 1 Kings 1:28  -  And she  [Bathsheba]  came into the king's presence and stood before the king. 

b.  Luke 1:19  . . . I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God . . .
c.  Elijah used this same phrase the next time he saw King Ahab, 1 Kings 18:15.
d.  Acts 27:23-24  -   "For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me,  24) saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.”

5.  “surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years”   is news that would have struck at the heart of Baalism, for Baal-worshipers believed that their god was the god of rain! The drought, brought on by the true God, showed that He, not Baal, controls the weather, and it demonstrated His superiority next to the total inadequacy and falsehood of Baal worship.

a) This drought was not to occur in some remote area but right there in Baal’s own backyard.  Furthermore, there was no time limit set on the duration of the drought apart from Elijah’s word and that depended on the king and the people’s attitude.

7.  Of course, God was in control but He used Elijah, his prayers, and his assessment of the situation to either make it rain or hold the rain back. The inability of the prophets of Baal to remove the ban would prove the impotency of their god. 

James 5:17-18   -  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.  18)  Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 

8.  Elijah did not just make this up on his own, the Lord used him to announce the administration of the blessings and the cursings of the Mosaic Law, Leviticus 26, Deut. 28.  

Deut. 28:23  -  The heaven which is over your head shall be bronze and the earth which is under you, iron. 24) The LORD will make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.”  

1 Kings 17:2-6  -  And the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  3) "Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  4) "And it shall be that you shall drink of the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to provide for you there."  5) So he went and did according to the word of the LORD, for he went and lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  6) And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook.

1.  We are not told what happened after Elijah made his proclamation, but one would suppose he turned around, left the palace, and because he was in great danger, he waited for the Lord gave him instructions as to what he should do.

2.  Had he stayed, his life would surely have been lost since the drought dragged on and on and the people knew it all started when he made his announcement to the king.

3.  So, Elijah had to go back where he came from to pass some logistical grace tests before he would be ready for the big one on Mt. Carmel.  He must learn that GOD ALWAYS PROVIDES.  Even in the midst of disaster, God is able to provide for his children whenever they put their trust in Him.

4.  Elijah was obedient and went where God directed, had water to drink, and food to eat supplied by ravens. King Ahab and the people were going to lack water to drink and food to eat because they didn’t obey God. 

a. By the way, the raven is an unclean bird, *Lev. 11:15, Deut. 14:14,  so it didn’t matter how hungry Elijah got, he was not about to eat the waiters.

b. This is a rare occurrence indeed.  The Hebrew word for “bread“ (leh.em) means food in general, possibly including berries, fruit, nuts, eggs, etc. Perhaps they were brought from a distance where the drought had not yet affected the vegetation.

c. According to Job 38:41, ravens are birds noted for neglecting their young. So considering this, it is even more astounding that they fed Elijah.

d. By using ravens, God showed Elijah that he didn’t need people.  People will let you down usually, but these ravens remained faithful. 

1 Kings 17:7  -   And it came to pass after a while that the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land.

1.  Every day Elijah saw the brook get smaller and smaller and knew that it would eventually dry up. The decrease of water demanded the increase of Faith-Rest.  

2.  Have you ever been in a situation where it looked like something you were depending on was about to dry up?  All believers must go through this test on the way to spiritual maturity.

3.  What is your Brook Cherith?  It may be illness, loss of wealth, beauty, popularity, power, or loved ones, or anything else on which you depend instead of the Source of your blessings. When you get your eyes off the Source and on to what God has provided, you are in trouble. The provision must remind us of the Source.

4.  Facing a dried-up brook makes us appreciate the Source.  We must learn to wait on the Lord and trust His judgment.  What did Elijah’s welfare depend on?  Food, water, or the faithfulness of God?

5. Human resources may fail but Bible doctrine will never fail.  Human resources may be exhausted but Bible doctrine is always there.  We have the unchanging Word for the changing world.

6.  The supply dried up but the Word was still there. He still had doctrine even though he didn’t have water. No water didn’t mean it was over because he still had doctrine. The issue is doctrine in the soul, not water in the body. Unbelief sees circumstances; faith sees God. 

7.  If God was powerful enough to withhold water from the rebels, then He was certainly powerful enough to provide water for one of His faithful children.

8.  The justice of God was the source of both cursing and blessing.  He was just to bring judgment on the apostate nation and He was just to bring blessing on Elijah.

Lamentations 3:20-26  -  Surely my soul remembers And is bowed down within me.  21) This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.  22) The LORD's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.  23) They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.  24) "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him."  25) The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.  26 It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of the LORD.
2 Corinthians 9:8  -  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;

9. Divine faithfulness toward believers is based on the fact that every believer receives the judicial imputation of divine righteousness at salvation that establishes the grace pipeline for blessing. 

10.  Why does God bring a believer to a hopeless situation where he is totally helpless?  Because God is preparing him for something really great.

11.  If God was powerful enough to withhold water from the rebels, He was certainly powerful enough to provide water for one of His faithful children.

1 Kings 17:8-9  -   Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  9) "Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you."

1.  So again, Elijah gets a command from the Lord; again he will obey.  He still needs to pass a few more tests before he is ready for Mt. Carmel, so the Lord orders him to move out to a new location.

2.  Elijah passed the Cherith test, and now, God leads him to the next test; we advance one step at a time.  Zarephath  was a small Phoenician town, a workshop for the refining and smelting of metals. Elijah was being sent to be refined at a town well known for refining metals. 

3.  Elijah had learned that the Lord could provide for him in any circumstance, but he will learn that the Lord can also provide for others, even Gentiles.  Widows were usually poor people; normally they were the ones to run out of food first during a famine, so once again, God used an unusual source to- feed His prophet.


LOGISTICAL  GRACE

1. Matthew 6:25-34
2. Logistics is a military word which refers to the military science of supply, provision, and maintenance of all resources and services necessary to sustain military forces.  

3. Three categories of Logistical Grace Support:

1)  Life support:   God sustains the life of every believer on earth and protects their body inwardly (health support) and outwardly (protection from dangers outside the body).  No believer can depart from life apart from God's will. He provides a guardian angel and a wall of fire for protection around believers.

2)  Temporal needs:   Food, shelter, clothing, transportation, a job, education, friends, 

3)  Spiritual needs:   The Word, a local church, a right pastor-teacher, the Grace System of Perception, indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit, Rebound, spiritual gifts, the Divine Domain, the Edification Complex of the Soul, privacy of the priesthood

4. Logistical grace is provided on the basis of who and what God is, never on who and what we are.  It is based on His integrity and His faithfulness, not ours.

5. Therefore, believers do not and cannot merit or earn logistical grace blessing.  All believers, whether good or bad, whether winners or losers, receive logistical grace support from God.  

6. God does not compromise His perfect essence in giving us logistical support because the target of the logistical grace blessings is God’s own righteousness which was imputed to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. (+R  Imputed Righteousness, Matt. 6:33, Rom. 3:22, Rom. 4:5.
7.    God cannot accept anything less than perfect righteousness as the object of divine blessing.  Man’s righteousness is unacceptable to God, Doctrine of the Grace Pipeline.

8.    2 Cor 9:8 defines logistical grace for us.  "And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything [logistical grace support], you may have an abundance for every good work.
9.    Psalm 37:25  -   I have been young, and now I am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Or his descendants begging bread.

Phil 4:19  -  My God shall supply all your needs [logistical grace support] according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

2 Cor 12:9  -  Then He assured me, `My grace [logistical grace] has been and still is sufficient for you.

Psalm 68:19   -  Blessed [praised] be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, The God who is our salvation.

LESSON  #69  (6-10-07)
Lamentations 3:20-25  -   Surely my soul remembers And is bowed down within me.  21 This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope [confidence in God under pressure].  22 The LORD's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease [perpetuation of logistical grace even to enslaved believers], For His compassions never fail.  23 They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.  24 “The LORD is my portion [logistical grace ration]," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope [faith under pressure] in Him."  25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.

10. Logistical grace is always there but it seems to become more important in times of disaster; whereas in times of pros- perity, casual believers tend to take it for granted. Casual attitudes toward the Lord disappear when disaster comes.

11.   Those who seek the Lord develop greater trust in Him and they can anticipate a fantastic and magnificent life.

12.   God sustains the life of every believer on planet earth in spite of Satanic opposition, the policy of evil, opposition from others, and our tendencies for self-destruction.  We have a propensity for self-destruction; yet God keeps us alive in spite of ourselves and in spite of others.

13.  We see the Lord’s provision for Elijah under extreme conditions.  If the Lord will do that for him, He will do it for us also.

Psalm 33:18-22   -  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him [have respect for His authority], On those who hope for [have confidence in]  His lovingkindness [mercy],  19 To deliver their soul from death, And to keep them alive in famine.  20 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.  21 For our heart rejoices [we have inner +H] in Him, Because we trust [use Faith Rest] in His holy name.  22 Let Thy lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, According as we have hoped [had perfect confidence under pressure]  in Thee.  

a. Notice “fear” (respect),“hope” (confidence), and “lovingkindness” (mercy) in verse 18. “Lovingkindness” is the Hebrew word “CHESED” meaning mercy based on a covenant, an authoritative declaration by the Word.  So what does all this mean?  We respect the Lord’s authority when we trust His Word and it results in mercy. 

b. If God can deliver our soul from death and keep us alive in famine, He can certainly take care of all the other logistical needs that may arise, can’t He?
14.  The 23rd Psalm is a beautiful song about our Lord’s faithful provision for our every need.  It starts out, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want . . .  [it is impossible to lack anything]   The Apostle Paul put it this way -

Romans 8:31-32  -   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?


1 Kings 17:10-11  -   So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, "Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may drink."  11) And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, "Please bring me a piece of bread in your hand."

1.  Elijah didn’t know which widow in Zarephath would be the one to help him, so he made a request to the first widow he came across. They both had something the other one needed; she needed a teacher to teach her doctrine, and he needed a hiding place.

2.  Both times he was very polite in making his request of her.  

1 Kings 17:12  -   But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die."

1.  This woman was a Gentile believer who was at the end of her rope.  But even so she was on her way to comply with Elijah’s first request when he made another request.  It tends to be a source of irritation when a person is complying with one request and then another request is made while the first request is being carried out.

2.  This woman was not using Faith-Rest and appeared to be full of bitterness and self-pity.

1 Kings 17:13-14   -  Then Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son.  14 "For thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain on the face of the earth.'"

1.  Isn’t it interesting how often fear is an issue in the Bible and we are commanded not to fear.  No doubt this dogmatic statement and his commanding presence caught her attention.  Fear is contagious but so is courage, and Elijah’s confidence made a difference. 

2.  He orders her to make something for him to eat out of what little she had rather than feeding herself and her son. On the surface, this seems to be presumptuous, arrogant, rude, and selfish, but not so in this case.

3.  There was a meal for two, not three, so when Elijah told her to make something for him and she and her son could have the rest, she may have been confused or skeptical had he not told her God’s promise to provide for them all.

4.  The widow’s thought pattern had to be changed, and if she ate the meal, there would be no faith-rest function on her part.  But if she believed God’s promise and gave the meal to Elijah, then she would exercising Faith-Rest.

5.  The widow was not completely helpless until she gave her last meal away. She needed to give it up in order to rely God’s promise rather than relying on a meal.  Elijah gave her this promise from God as an opportunity to Faith-Rest.  

6.  She was helpless whether she refused to give up her last meal or not, and she needed to learn that God is able to provide in any hopeless situation.  She went from no hope to having hope.

7. FAITH-REST CHANGES FEAR OF CIRCUMSTANCES INTO FAITH IN GOD!   FAITH REPLACES FEAR.

8.  When the widow gave her meal to Elijah, her fear was replaced with faith. Fear anticipates starvation and death, but faith and courage focus on logistical support from the faithfulness of God.

9.   When the need is the greatest, God is the nearest.  

1 Kings 17:15-16   -  So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and her household ate for many days.  16) The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke through Elijah.

1.  So she went and did according to the word of Elijah. . .  The widow teaches us that reality is not what we see but what we don’t see, God’s power, and grace.

2.  If we are to pass the tests that are necessary to advance to spiritual maturity, we must get to the point where Bible doctrine is more real to us than the visible aspects of the circumstances we face.

3.  These verses demonstrate yet again how God is perfectly capable of providing for believers during a crisis. This principle is true whether there is national disaster as was the case here, or whether the crisis is of a personal nature.

4.  Do you remember another situation recorded in the Bible where there was a logistical grace crisis when the people had to depend on God’s provision on a day-to-day basis?   Hint, “mana.”  

LESSON  #70  (6-17-07)

1 Kings 17:17  -  Now it came about after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became sick; and his sickness was so severe, that there was no breath left in him.

1. Enough time passed before the next crisis occurred for everyone in the home to become stronger in faith. God’s timing is always perfect just as it was in the death of the window’s son and the undeserved suffering connected with it.

2.  The dried-up creek and her son’s death remind us that tranquil and happy circumstances never perpetuate themselves.  No matter how much happiness you have in a given set of circumstances, circumstances are going to change. But our happiness does not have to change, ever! Our happiness will always continue unaffected if we keep our focus on the Lord and not revert into mental attitude sins like fear, worry, dread, blaming, bitterness, self-pity, anger, hate, guilt, arrogance. . .
3.  It is important that we don’t get our eyes on the blessings or pleasant moments and lose sight of the Source. Since God guarantees our logistical support, it doesn’t matter whether we can see the source or not. The Source must be more real to us than the circumstances, but that won’t happen if doctrine is not first in our lives.

4.  Some claim that the boy wasn’t really dead but only unconscious, however verse 18, 20, and 22-23 make it clear that the boy was truly dead.  

1 Kings 17:18 -  So she said to Elijah, "What do I have to do with you, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance, and to put my son to death!"

1.  "What do I have to do with you” is a term of derision showing that she doesn’t want to have anything to do with Elijah because she blamed him for her son’s death. Isn’t that what we are inclined to do when something like this happens? We want to blame somebody.

2.  She became irrational as her OSN and emotions took control of her soul.  Elijah came to save them, not harm them, and he no doubt had developed a genuine love for her and her son. Her accusations had no relationship with the reality of what had transpired between them.

3.  Next, she showed that she was carrying around a guilt complex when she mistakenly attributed the crisis to some sin she had committed in the past.  She was misreading the situation. No one was to blame. This was TESTING, not DISCIPLINE.  The issue was grace and blessing, not sin and punishment. 

(See visuals:  Suffering, Deserved vs Undeserved & The Circles)
4.  Elijah had been teaching her doctrine, so she should have recognized this as a time to Faith-Rest. But rather than using doctrinal rationales, she reacted with anger and resentment.

5. Some people say that if they could only see a miracle or a sign from God, they would believe in Him and trust Him. What malarkey. The widow witnessed miracles on a day-to-day basis and still failed to Faith-Rest.

6. She was harboring a guilt complex that popped out under increasing pressure.  Her faith in Rebound faltered when adversity hit. Psalm 103:12  -  As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
7.  The widow was angry and bitter when Elijah found her but then recovered and trusted the promise God gave her from Elijah.  Now she is angry and bitter again and has yet another opportunity to trust in the Lord. How familiar is this?
8.  Disaster caused this nice widow to become totally irrational, approaching hysteria, and out flew this false accusation.  Her grace-orientation was gone, subjectivity and human viewpoint moved in. In a flash, the nice widow became fat-headed and thin-skinned. 

9.  The problem was her failure to Faith-Rest.  It is not a pretty picture when disaster hits and there is no Faith-Resting.

1 Kings 17:19  -  And he said to her, "Give me your son." Then he took him from her bosom and carried him up to the upper room where he was living, and laid him on his own bed.

1.  Note that Elijah did not bother to deny the false accusation; he didn’t try to defend himself, try to point out her error or try to teach her doctrine because he recognized that no one can reason with an emotional, hysterical woman.

2. He simply gave her a command thereby making an issue out of his authority in order to control the situation. He was thinking whereas she was emoting.

3. Elijah took the boy from her lap and carried him upstairs to his bedroom and laid him on the bed. He took control and did not allow the intense reaction to shake his Faith-Rest. This was a practice run for what was going to happen on Mt. Carmel.

LESSON  #71  (6-24-07)

1 Kings 17:20  -  And he called to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, hast Thou also brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son to die?"

1.  He does exactly the right thing. He called on the Lord. He put the matter in the Lord’s hands through prayer because he knew that God took the boy’s life and that He had a purpose in doing so. Elijah was not questioning God’s sovereignty; he was trying to ascertain what God’s purpose was.

2.  It would appear that the widow had focused more on the blessing, her son, than on the Giver, God.  Her preoccupation with her son caused her spiritual life to suffer. By taking her son through this disaster, the Lord would bring her to the place where she would develop great love and appreciation for Him, the Giver.

1 Kings 17:21  -  Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the LORD, and said, "O LORD my God, I pray Thee, let this child's life return to him."

1.  Why did Elijah stretch himself over the boy and why did he do it three times? It all had to do with identification. He stretched out his living body over the boy’s dead body in order to identify something living with something that was dead.

2.  When we received the gospel, we were spiritually dead and needed identification with the living Jesus Christ. The lesson is that we need to be identified with something living when we find ourselves in a dead-end, hopeless situation.
3. There are other places in the Bible where others have prayed three times,  

Matthew 26:44   -  And He  [Jesus]  left them  [the disciples] again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more.
2 Corinthians 12:8  -  Concerning this I  [Paul]  entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

Daniel 6:13  -  Then they answered and spoke before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day."

4.  Certainly the issue of persistence in prayer is something we can learn from this verse. We must never give up and decide that we have prayed long enough for something because we think God has already heard us ask Him enough times.

5.  Some speculate that Elijah stretched out over the boy three times because he did it one time for each member of the Trinity.  However, it is more reasonable to see him thinking about the how faithful God had been to him. The first time he stretched out, he must have been remembering the faithfulness of God at the brook Chrerith; the second time, he thought about the faithfulness of God at Zeraphath towards the widow, her son, and himself; and the third time, he was thinking about how God would be faithful again at that very moment.

6.  This verse illustrates that at physical death, the soul life, NEPHESH, leaves the body. The soul does not die; it is simply relocated to another place.

LESSON  #72  (7-1-07)

1 Kings 17:22  -  And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived.  

1. Again, we see the power and effectiveness of prayer.  We should never think that the situation is so hopeless that prayer won’t make any difference. The woman had failed the test by reacting to the situation with anger and emotion, but Elijah passed the test by thinking doctrine and taking it to the Lord in prayer.

2. The Lord proved His faithfulness and returned the boy’s soul back into his body. God was teaching Elijah and the woman that God is stronger than death and that there is nothing He can not do.

3.  This was not a resurrection, but a resuscitation. The boy did eventually physically die again.  

1 Kings 17:23 - 24  -  And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper room into the house and gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, "See, your son is alive."  24 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth."  

1.  The woman must have been elated to see that her son lived once again. When she told Elijah that now I know that you are a man of God, it wasn’t as if she had questioned it before, verse 18.  No doubt Elijah had taught her doctrine, she had heard it, and it made sense to her, but now she sees how very important it is. There is no question or doubt that it is truth.

2. Key words: Now I know . . . the word of the LORD . . . truth. There is a difference between knowing the Word and knowing that the Word is truth. Being able to quote Bible verses and spouting off spiritual vernacular doesn’t necessarily mean that you are able to face a crisis with courage and confidence.

3.  This widow saw the faithfulness of God in this crisis. It finally clicked in her mind that God is real, that doctrine is true,  and that grace is really great.  God had to bring this suffering into her life to accomplish these things.

1 KINGS  CHAPTER  18
LESSON  #73  (7-8-07)

God uses prepared believers.  

Elijah was prepared, God had tested him and brought him through every adversity. 

1) He was humble,  



4)  He had learned to Faith-Rest,

2)  He had maximum doctrine resident in the soul. 
5)  He had a phenomenal prayer life 

3)  He had courage based upon the ability to think. 
6)  He was grace-oriented
This does not mean that Elijah had nothing else to learn or that he would not falter at times.  Being prepared doesn’t require perfection, but it does require knowledge of doctrine.

1 Kings 18:1-2  -  Now it came about after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, "Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth."  2)  Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria.

1.  Now it came about after many days. . .  God’s timing is perfect.  He knew when to start the drought and He knew when to end it.  He gave Elijah and the widow enough time and enough proof of His faithfulness before He took Elijah to the next level.  Elijah’s stay with the widow was mentioned by Luke in Luke 4:26.

2.  It was no surprise to Elijah when he got his marching orders from God because people with maximum doctrine in their souls have a sense as to the will of God for them. 

3.  After 3 ½ years of drought, the king, queen, and the people’s minds had not changed at all. Some people cannot be turned from their destructive thinking patterns no matter how tough their suffering gets.  

4.  So the obvious question is: “Why did God end the drought and bring rain?”  The answer is found in the next chapter in verse 18. There were 7,000 believers in Israel who had not bowed their knees to Baal; they were a pivot of mature believers.

5.  Verse 2;  The Lord had commanded Elijah to do something very dangerous. Ahab had been searching high and low all over the countryside for Elijah and the king blamed him for all the pain and suffering brought on by the drought.  
6.  Notice that Elijah didn’t hesitate. He knew that the mission was extremely dangerous, but he also knew that God was on his side. He had the same mindset as the apostle Paul in Romans 8:31 -  If God is for us, who is against us?

7.  Now the famine was severe. . . People and animals were starving to death, and no doubt, there was anarchy, looting, stealing, and danger everywhere. However we will see that God faithfully provided for positive believers.

8.  The Northern Kingdom was known as Israel, but here it is called Samaria after its capital city. Samaria was constructed by Omri, the father of Ahab, and was one of the most fortified cities of the ancient world.

1 Kings 18:3-4   -  And Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly;  4) for it came about, when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water.)

1. And Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household. . .  This Obadiah is not the prophet Obadiah who wrote the book of Obadiah.  He was a very high-ranking official in Israel. There is nothing wrong with believers being high-ranking officials as long as they don’t compromise doctrine in order to get or to hold their positions of authority.    

2.  One wonders how a believer could rise to such a high position in such a wicked corrupt administration as Ahab’s. He probably compromised principle for promotion and his promotion no doubt resulted from supporting Ahab. By failing to persist in the perception of doctrine and failing to advance to spiritual maturity, he grew to rely on himself and his public relations image rather than depending on the Lord.

LESSON  #74  (7-15-07)

3.  We are told that Obadiah feared the Lord and took a risk hiding the prophets of the Lord from Jezebel, but later we find that he fell apart under pressure.  “hid them” is the hiphil imperfect of chaba meaning he caused them to be hidden.  He did not do the entire job himself; he had contacts who did the job for him.  He provided food and protection, and this indicates an underground operation in the northern kingdom against the Baal cult.

4.  We have Elijah, the strong believer, contrasted with Obadiah, the weak believer.  Weak, immature believers may perform certain good deeds and may demonstrate certain compassion, but they panic and fail to Faith-Rest under great pressure. 

5.  It is very possible that Obadiah did this good deed to assuage a guilt complex for supporting such an evil king as Ahab. He may have done it to receive blessings from God, but then it would be nothing but human good which God rejects. Or he may have thought the prophets were saved by the exercise of his authority, his ability, his intellect, or by his cunning.

6.  The hundred prophets were saved by God’s grace, period!  God used Obadiah, but it was God, not Obadiah, who delivered them, and He, not Obadiah, deserved the credit and the glory for it.  In vs. 13, he told Elijah about what He did to save the prophets.

7.  God used Elijah, not Obadiah to deliver the nation:

a. Both were brilliant and had great potential, and both were sustained by logistical grace.

b. Elijah used logistical grace to advance to spiritual maturity, whereas Obadiah promoted himself and used his own ability to advance in an evil system. God promoted Daniel in an evil system, but Daniel did not compromise doctrine. Obadiah did compromise doctrine, and God did not advance him.

c. Elijah was a man of doctrine, Obadiah was a man of opportunity and public endearment.

8.  God’s faithfulness to provide the needs of positive believers under extreme adversity is demonstrated by the hundred prophets who persevered because He provided for them in the cave.

1 Kings 18:5
1.  In a time when people were starving and dying of hunger, King Ahab was more concerned about the horses and mules than he was about the people he was responsible for. Notice that Obadiah followed the king’s orders without even protesting this outrage.

2.  Obadiah was trying to please the Lord and please Ahab the king, which meant that Obadiah had a foot in both camps. Our Lord made it clear that we cannot get away with that.

Mat. 12:30  -  He who is not with Me is against Me;

     2 Cor. 6:15  -  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?
3. No one can be happy or grow spiritually by straddling a fence.

4.  Obadiah was destroyed by his association. Are your associations destroying you? Do they distract you from doctrine? He lived in the royal court and was exposed to human viewpoint daily, was surrounded by reversionistic and apostate people, and was constantly tempted and distracted by the frivolity and licentiousness of the court of Jezebel.  How could he grow to spiritual maturity or be promoted by the Lord under those conditions?

5. Obadiah had a choice and could have refused to compromise with evil or get involved in it; 7,000 believers in the Northern  Kingdom refused to compromise, and God presered them.

6.  He had the opportunity to separate from evil or to at least resist it, but he did neither.  No one can ride the fence and stay in an evil system, associating with people who ignore or have an apathetic attitude towards God, without  being destroyed along with them. This brings on cursing by association.  

1 Kings 18:6-7

1.  We have two believers here, one arrogant and one humble.  The arrogant one is on the ground calling the humble one who is standing, “Master.”  So true humility can not be determined by posture or by what appears to be a humble attitude.   

2.  The humble one knows that he is totally dependent on the grace of God; the arrogant one is very proud of his production.

     Obadiah immediately does what came natural to him, groveling and flattering important people. This is how one “gets ahead” when they are not depending on the Lord for promotion.

3.  It would be a safe bet that Obadiah bowed the knee to Baal in order to survive; he probably also bowed the knee to Jezebel; surely he bowed the knee to Ahab to keep his rank; now he falls on his face to Elijah to curry favor with a spiritual giant. This is an example of rank hypocrisy, compromise, and expediency.
4. Compromising, rationalization, and expediency were the precepts Obadiah lived by. These are by-products of neglect of the inculcation of Bible doctrine. 

LESSON  #75  (7-22-07)

1 Kings 18:8 -9

1. The NAS says, “It is I”, the KJV says, “I am”.  Elijah was not going to allow Obadiah to patronize him or flatter him because he knew that Obadiah’s master was King Ahab. He was essentially saying, “I? YOUR master? I don’t think so.”  

2. Then he gave Obadiah a command by saying, “go tell your master  [King Ahab],  behold, Elijah is here.”  

Elijah was making a point, Obadiah was not his servant; if he was, he wouldn’t be serving King Ahab. That is why he used the same word, mater that Obadiah used referencing him, but he linked it to his true master, King Ahab. Actually, Obadiah’s true master was Jesus Christ.

3.  When Obadiah was with Ahab, he called him lord.  When he was with Elijah, he called him lord.  Everyone cannot be lord.  There was no loyalty or stability in his life, only fear and ambition.

4.  Obadiah was saturated with fear and other MAS. Therefore, he was hypersensitive and believed since he was a conniver and schemer, everyone else played the angles just like he did. He assumed that everyone was against him; he had spiritual paranoia. Therefore he took every remark, every request, every statement, no matter how innocuous or how innocent, and assumed mal intent. To him, anything someone would say had a sinister intent behind it.

5.  Believers who neglect Bible doctrine have this type of subjectivity based on their own arrogance, and they project their own self-aggrandizing intentions on others. They have no integrity, so they don’t believe anyone else does either.

6.  Because Obadiah was both arrogant and reversionistic, he assumed some sin he had committed in the past would now put his life at risk, and God would use Elijah to punish him.

7.  This was the first of three times he mentioned the possibility of being killed. He also mentioned it in verse 9 and 12 because he was consumed with fear. It was Elijah, not Obadiah, that was in danger of losing his life, but Obadiah was the one who was frightened, not Elijah.

1 Kings 18:10-11

1.  Verse 10 highlights God’s faithful logistical support.  Elijah was spotted by none of the patrols, and he was apprehended by no villagers because he was being protected by God.

2.  In verse 11, Obadiah quoted what Elijah said with the implication that Elijah was trying to get Obadiah killed.  In quoting Elijah’s command, Obadiah distorted it and took it as a personal affront.  Obadiah was essentially saying, “Go to your Master and tell him Elijah is here? Have you lost your mind, no way Jose!”
3.  It never occurred to Obadiah that Elijah was acting under orders from God and that he, like Elijah would be under God’s protection.

1 Kings 18:10-12

1.  There was a time in Obadiah’s past that he respected the Lord and learned some doctrine, but it had been a long time ago.  Past relationships can no more sustain you spiritually than a good meal eaten ten years ago can sustain you today.  

2.  Where was Obadiah’s Faith-Rest?  This underscores the importance of consistency in taking in doctrine. God did not design us to be spiritual camels where we can tank up on enough doctrine to last us a couple of years.

3.  Why did he tell Elijah at this point that he had feared the Lord from his youth; what does that have to do with this?  

· Being a believer over a long period of time does not guarantee that you will keep on growing spiritually.

· Doing a good deed does not advance you spiritually nor does it signify that you are spiritually mature. 

He was insinuating that it would be a terrible thing for such a righteous man as himself to be killed. This was total human viewpoint and self-righteousness. Why would his death be any more regrettable than anyone else’s?  

Rom. 12:3   -  . . . Stop thinking of yourself higher than you ought to think.

4.  Obadiah should have been thinking, 

1 John 4:4   - . . . greater is He  [the Lord]  who is in you  [Obadiah]  than he  [King Ahab] who is in the world.

1 Kings 18:13-16

1.  Obadiah was so very impressed with himself and with the human good he had accomplished when he had the 100 prophets protected from queen Jezebel that he expected Elijah, God, and everyone else to be impressed, too.  

2.  What we have here is another case of a carnal believer who is so proud he is a spiritual giant because of something he did.  Remember: 

· Production is the result, not the means of spiritual growth.

· We don’t grow by what we do, but by what we learn.

3.  Obadiah had his eyes on what he had done for the Lord in the past rather than on what he should be doing for the Lord in the present.  “I have done this, I have done that. Haven’t you heard about me?”
4.  Obadiah was taking credit for the good deed he had done and completely ignored the grace of God in the matter. It was his motivation, not the deed itself, that was unacceptable and repugnant to God. “I have done this, I have done that. Haven’t you heard about me?”
5.  It is obvious that the will of God for those 100 prophets was for them to remain alive. Therefore God could have used any number of means to deliver them, so the emphasis cannot be placed on the good deed of Obadiah, but on the doctrine of logistical grace and the principle of the wall of fire, Zech. 2:5.
6.  Elijah had advanced in the plan of God, Obadiah had failed, but they both received logistical grace blessings. Why?  Because they were both believers and both possessed the righteousness of God.

7.  Verse 14 is exactly the same as verse 12, only now he adds the phrase, “he  [King Ahab]  will kill me”.  Ahab’s power to kill was more real to Obadiah than God’s power to deliver him. If he had been thinking rationally, he would have come to the conclusion that if God can protect 100 of His prophets from death, He certainly could protect one man, Obadiah.

7.  So Elijah made a solemn promise to Obadiah, and it convinced Obadiah to carry the message to King Ahab. The Lord had told Elijah to show himself to Ahab so he was able to say unequivocally that he would show himself to Ahab that very day.
LESSON  #76  (7-29-07)

1 Kings 18:17-18

1. The first thing that King Ahab did when he saw Elijah was to project his own sins onto Elijah. This is so typical isn’t it?  It’s not my fault!  It’s always someone else who is to blame. One wonders how someone could be so obviously responsible for the drought and not see it.  1) He married Jezebel, a fanatic zealot of Baal. 2) He erected an altar for Baal.  3) He erected idols including the Asherah all over Israel.  4)  He was worse then all the other kings that came before him.

2.  Projection is a self-defense mechanism that many believers use to deflect blame and criticism from themselves.  Believers who use this mechanism never admit they are wrong, therefore, they never Rebound.

3.  1 Sam. 17:24-30  is a good example of someone projecting his sins on someone else.

4.  Vs. 18,  Elijah was not intimidated by the king, his body guards, his officials, the army behind him, or the false accusation made against him.  Elijah did not defend himself.  He merely went to the true issue immediately.

a) Those who are impressed by the power of God cannot be intimidated by the tyrannical abuse of human power, and they are not cowed by this type of bullying.

b) Elijah was alone; he had no one on his side but God and truth.

c) Tyranny cannot intimidate the truth, so the accusation was rejected as false, then the truth was stated.

d) Elijah stayed objective, he did not go after Ahab personally, but just stuck to the facts.

e) He did not negotiate or try to make any deals with the evil king.

5.  The commandments Elijah spoke of were related to idolatry. God hates idolatry. The first commandment forbids soulish or mental idolatry, and the second one forbids overt idolatry.  Idolatry was specifically rejected in the following passages: Ex. 20:3; 20:23; 23:24; Deut. 4:28; 5:7; 6:14; 7:16; 8:19.

6.  Idol worship included every kind of despicable degeneracy like the phallic cult and immorality of all kinds: incest, homosexuality, bestiality, Leviticus 18:23-25. It also included demonism, Lev. 20:6; human sacrifice, Lev. 20:1-5; rejection of authority, and social degeneracy, Lev. 20:10-23. 

1 Kings 18:19

1. Elijah correctly put the blame where it belonged, on Ahab, and his father, Omri.  Through the worship of Baal, the Omri dynasty attempted to fuse the Phoenicians with the Jews of the Northern Kingdom into one single people. Omri thought that the Phoenicians were the greatest people of his day. He proposed that Jezebel, the daughter of the Phoenician pagan king, Ethbaal, who worshipped Baal, be united with his son Ahab. The result was a combination and a fusion of great wealth. Uniting these two groups was done to meld the great Phoenician merchant ability together with the great Jewish business ability into a great state.

2. However, the problem was, something was missing in their big plans. God!  They thought they could ignore God and suffer no consequences whatsoever. The Lord severely punished them with great economic depression.

3.  Elijah took control of the situation and told the King what to do. He gave him two orders: to send out a message and to gather the people together because there was going to be a showdown.  

4.  Verse 19,  Mt. Carmel mountain range, 1,742 feet in elevation at its highest point today extends about 30 miles to the southeast of modern-day Haifa from the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. It is a beautiful series of rounded peaks and valleys from which the sea can easily be seen. Mount Carmel was regarded by the Phoenicians as the sacred dwelling place of Baal. No doubt Ahab was highly pleased with this suggested site for the showdown because it would have given the Baal prophets a definite advantage; but this did not worry Elijah. It was also a geographically prominent location and thus, a fit setting for Elijah’s contest.

5.  One group of prophets Elijah had summoned did not show up, the 400 prophets of the Asherah.  Jezebel had them eating at her table, meaning they were a part of her court and a part of her social life. It has been thought that Jezebel exulted in demon-possession, enjoyed killing half a dozen people each evening, having them ripped open with knives and their blood sprinkled all over the palace so that it had to be cleaned daily by a whole army of people. When it says “who ate at the table of Jezebel” meant they lived in her palace and were supported by her. The qal active participle from the verb AKAR is linear aktionsart, meaning that more than just eating went on there; it means to be completely supported. In effect, this was a state religion consisting of false prophets supported by taxpayer’s money.

1 Kings 18:20

1.  Notice that Ahab did not hesitate to immediately carry out Elijah’s commands.  He thought he could put an end to this whole issue because he felt the odds were totally in his favor.  

a)  Baal’s prophets outnumbered God’s prophets 450 to one.  

b) Elijah chose the sacred dwelling place of Baal to be the location of the contest which delighted Ahab because he thought this would be to his advantage.  However Elijah chose that location to demonstrate that God was not limited to the territory of Israel, that HE is Ruler over all the earth and can perform miracles anywhere, even in Baal’s own backyard. 

2.  Ahab’s ready compliance with Elijah’s request was not so much that “he bowed before the spiritual supremacy of the prophet but that he hoped his reappearance meant that he was now about to speak the word, I Kings 17:1, and give rain upon the earth, and Ahab was willing to take any measures which would bring about that result. 

3.  It is interesting to note that neither Jezebel nor the 400 prophets of the Asherah obeyed her husband’s command to show up at Mt. Carmel.  This is a good illustration of how those who have the real power are usually working behind the scenes.  

4.  Obviously, there must be some elapse of time between the message to the people and the convocation on Mount Carmel. Allowing for the dissemination of the message, travel time etc.; it was probably two weeks before the big showdown. During this period, Elijah was protected by logistical grace support in the form of “a wall of fire”. Elijah was as safe in Israel as Daniel was in the Lion’s den. Furthermore, the elapse of time did not make Elijah nervous nor did it shake his resolve.

LESSON  #77  (8-5-07)

1 Kings 18:21   



The showdown begins !

1.  Notice, Elijah advanced towards them; they did not advance towards him. He represented the Lord Jesus Christ, and he had a message to give, so he issued a challenge to the people.  

2.  It is one man with a message against the king, 450 demon-possessed prophets, and the entire nation of Israel, and he is absolutely fearless. He is not there to negotiate or to cut a deal; he is there to lay it on them. The situation was too far gone to address them as “Dear fellow citizens.” He gets right down to it.

3.  "How long will you hesitate between two opinions?   HESITATE is the qal active participle of PASACH which means to limp.  They had been under severe divine discipline, they were still limping or vacillating between two antithetical opinions, and time had run out.  

4.  This phrase speaks volumes about weak people who are swayed by PUBLIC OPINION.

1) Public Opinion always vacillates.

2) It is based on the premise that there is no eternal truth; everything is relative. [Post-modernism]

3) It assumes that change, whatever it may be, is progress.  Truth does not change, only attitudes toward truth change.

4) It  surrenders freedom for the allegedly greater good.

5) It fosters the idea that we must go along in order to get along.  Go with the flow and you won’t be ostracized.  

6) It  implies that the majority is right.

7) Leaders who make decisions based on Public Opinion, popularity polls, are not worth having, and they will eventually destroy a nation.

5.  There were believers in the crowd facing Elijah who were either intimidated by the Baal cultic religion or had been influenced by it and the apostate leaders so that their allegiance and activity was toward Baal sometimes and at other times, towards God.  They were without conviction, following halfheartedly one god and then the other.

6.  Elijah was very controversial.  So what!  This is the devil’s world and you can’t stand for truth without being controversial.  The attitude of many today is, “don’t get involved”, “don’t be controversial”, and “avoid anyone who is controversial”. 

7.  Elijah did not make an issue of their sins but stayed right on track. The issue was that they needed to make a black or white choice: Truth or Satanic propaganda, God or Baal.  He wisely did not make it about himself or King Ahab.

8.   If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him. . .  A similar challenge was given many years earlier:

Joshua 24:14-15   -  "Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15) . . . choose for yourselves today whom you will serve. . . as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  

9.  Unfortunately, there were no Joshuas in the crowd Elijah was addressing.

10.  But the people did not answer him a word. . .   Why didn’t the people have anything to say?

1) Apostasy and reversionism were stunned and shocked by such a lucid, forceful statement on the issue. 

2)    The people justified their compromise with the Baal cult by rationalizing that Baal was just another name for Jehovah Elohim, the God of Israel. Their rationalization was based on the fact that Baal meant “lord” and is so translated in the Septuagint where Kurios is used for Baal.

3)    The people had nothing to say because they were trying to stay neutral.  But believers cannot be neutral in the Devil’s world.   Luke 11:23  -  He who is not with Me is against Me.  Neutrality is a cowardly vote for Satan.

4) The people simply had no answer, no excuses, and no opinions.  How sad.  They had nothing to say because they had no doctrine in their souls.  Believers should be the most opinionated people on the planet.

1 Kings 18:22

1.  Elijah wanted the people to know that numbers do not matter.  Numbers do not determine what is right or wrong.  They are not the decisive issue in battle.  Numbers are not a creditable factor in determining whether a church is doctrinally sound.

2.  Elijah knew full well that there were at least another 100 prophets of the Lord, but he was the only one there.  He was the one prophet that had gone through test after test and was now ready for such a confrontation.

3.  The people thought he was nuts for going against the king, the queen, 850 prophets of Baal, and public opinion, but that did not concern him in the slightest.  That is what doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness can do for you.  Doctrine gives Confidence, Certainty, & Conviction.
1 Kings 18:23–25

1.  Elijah sets the terms for the contest and makes sure that everything is fair.  Notice, he allows the prophets of Baal to choose the ox to be sacrificed so that no one will be able to claim Elijah had a special ox making a difference in the outcome of the contest.

2.  If anything, the contest seemed to favor the people of the Northern Kingdom since Baal was the sun god, therefore the god of fire.

3.  Elijah had been thinking ahead and had already planned a course of action. What he had in mind was a fair contest that would demonstrate clearly for all to see who was the true God. It is possible that Elijah got the idea from Lev. 9:26 where Christ manifested himself as the God of Israel by having fire come down consuming an offering Aaron had presented.  

4.  The people recognized that the contest was a good idea and didn’t hesitate to approve of the contest. Since Elijah’s challenge was made public, the prophets of Baal could not refuse without losing face, especially since everything seemed to favor them, and the people were all for it.

5.  Elijah wisely had nothing to do with the preparation of their ox so that they could not accuse him of being the reason why Baal would not answer their prayers to  consume their sacrifice with fire.

6.  What was significant about the false prophets having nothing to do with what Elijah would do and him having nothing to do with what they would do?  It was to demonstrate that there is no harmony between religion and the God of the Bible. 

7.  Why do you suppose Elijah decided to allow them to go first?

LESSON  #78  (8-12-07)

1 Kings 18:26
1.  Then they took the ox;  The Hebrew word for “take” is qal imperfect of laqach and it can mean to seize violently.  They had to seize it violently in order to secure it to the altar while it was still alive.

2.  and they prepared it;  The Hebrew word for “prepare” is the qal imperative of asah which means to make or manufacture something out of something that already exists. This suggests they were to prepare the animal for sacrifice by the same standard already existing for them which was to burn the animal or human alive. It was a bloodless sacrifice.

3.  Elijah cut the animal into pieces, verse 33, in preparation of his ox to be sacrificed because the blood pictured the spiritual death of Christ on the cross. That is why God always demanded an animal sacrifice by the shedding of its blood.

4.  The prophets of Baal called out over and over repeatedly like many religions do that think their prayers are answered because of repetition.     

5.  The Hebrew word for “leaped” is pascha and it means to limp or hop.  It is the same word that is used in verse 21  translated “to hesitate” between two opinions.  For hours these priests were gyrating all over the altar, calling out to the impotent imposter of the true God, and of course, receiving no answer.

1 Kings 18:27

1.  Elijah was so relaxed that he started to make fun of the false prophets. First, he suggested they scream out louder as if Baal might be hard of hearing.

2.  Then he suggested maybe Baal was occupied, meaning he was indisposed because he was using the bathroom.  Or maybe he had gone aside, meaning he was busy, preoccupied with other issues.  Or maybe he was on vacation or took a trip.  Then finally, he suggested Baal might be asleep and needed to be awakened.

3.  Many people today become very uneasy to hear various religions criticized for false teaching.  They think it is insensitive, rude, and wrong when someone points out their errors, however Elijah mocked this  false religion when he was at the height of his spiritual vigor.  

4.  It appears Elijah was enjoying himself while all of this falderal was going on.

1 Kings 18:28

1. The prophets start to really kick it up a notch as the despair factor was multiplied. Like most religions, the people resorted to raw emotionalism.  

2.  During this demon-possessed frenzy, the priests started to slash themselves. They were shedding their own blood rather than the shedding the blood of animal sacrifice. Self-sacrifice and penance has always been the emphasis of religion in place of accepting the total sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice.  

3.  These priests were very sincere in what they were doing, but sincerity is not a virtue in and of itself. Billions of people are sincere about their religion like these priests were and are sincerely wrong. The depth of the conviction shown by the self-mutilating priests may have impressed the people, but it certainly did not impress God.

4.  They were into self-sacrifice. And of course, self-sacrifice is tantamount to salvation by works. This mayhem went on for about six hours, and still, no answer from Baal.

5.  The demon-possessed prophets were out of control, howling, screaming, raving, and cutting themselves as they danced,       their blood, sweat, and saliva splattered everywhere on the altar, as they tore it apart while in their wild demented state.

6.  This stands in stark contrast to the instructions of Paul in :

1 Cor. 14:40  -  let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.

1 Cor. 14:33  -  for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
1 Kings 18:29-30

1.  The impotence of the Baal cult was observed by the crowd who had a belly full after 6-8 hours of the demonic debauchery, decadence, and depravity.

2.  All of the raw, unrestrained effort culminated into absolutely nothing:  no fire, no voice, no answer, nothing.

3.  Verse 30;  Elijah asked the people to gather around so they could clearly see he had no tricks up his sleeve and everything was on the up and up.  

4.  This also gave the people the chance to use their volition to respond to him and his ministry without being intimidated by Baal worshipers and priests.

5.  Notice that he had to rebuild the altar after the frenzied prophets of Baal destroyed it.

1 Kings 18:31-32

1.  Why did Elijah take so much time and effort to rebuild the altar?  Because the altar was very significant. It was a representation of the cross. Repairing it was an act of profound significance establishing Elijah as the restorer of the law and worship of the true God.

2.  This verse reminds us of three mountains.  Israel’s history as a client nation to God is often related to mountain tops.       Mt. Sinai, Mt. Carmel, and the Mountain of Transfiguration.
3.   Moses was on Mt. Sinai when the Law was given. Elijah was on Mt. Carmel when the nation was restored. Both Moses and Elijah were on the Mountain of Transfiguration with Christ to verify that He was the God of Israel.

4.  Notice Elijah took twelve stones, not ten, to arrange the altar. Though the tribes had been divided into two nations, they were still one people in God’s purpose. They had a single Lord, a single covenant, and a single destiny. 


Ex. 24:4   -  Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. Then he arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.

5.  Each mountain must have its altar. The altar for Mount Sinai was built by Moses, the altar for Mount Carmel was built by Elijah, and the altar for the Mount of Transfiguration was the cross provided by the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.  Israel shall be your name;  Israel means “prince of God.” The perpetuation of royalty in the human race is always related to the plan of God. There have been two systems of royalty:  1) Israel as a client nation in the Old Testament and  2) The royal family of God made up of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, our Church Age dispensation. Both systems of royalty will meet at the second advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

7.  The Unconditional Covenants to Israel do not belong to two tribes or ten tribes, but to all twelve tribes. The twelve tribes were divided on Mt. Carmel, but they would not always be that way. It took courage for Elijah to arrange those twelve stones on the altar right under the nose of King Ahab.

8.  Verse 32   -  he built an altar in the name of the LORD;  

Elijah was making sure everyone knew that Jesus Christ was the issue, not him.

9.  The trench he had them dig around the altar was large enough to plant sixteen quarts of seed.

LESSON  #79  (8-19-07)

1 Kings 18:33-35

1.  Elijah did everything in a very calm and orderly manner. There was no emotion; he was thinking and paying attention to detail as he did his job. The blood of the ox was shed before it was cut into pieces and put on the altar to portray Christ’s atonement for us on the cross.

2.  What was the water all about?    1) No one could allege that Baal had started a small fire erupting into a large fire and God did not bring fire down.  2) It also eliminated any possible accusations of trickery involved and confirmed that only a supernatural miracle could have burned up the sacrifice.

3.  The water was applied to the sacrifice and wood three times to make it physically impossible to start a fire in a normal way.  It reminds us of the three times Elijah prayed over the widow’s dead son, 1 Kings 17:21.
1 Kings 18:36-37

1.  THE MOMENT ARRIVES!

2.  Elijah’s prayer was neither eloquent nor long.  It was humble, honest, and to the point.  

1 Kings 18:38
1.  Fire is the emblem of God’s judgment. It should have consumed King Ahab, the prophets of Baal, and all people who were apostate and guilty of causing the present national famine. But the fire did not fall on those who were responsible.    
   

2.  Instead, the fire fell on the unoffending bullock. The bullock had not done anything wrong; it was absolutely guiltless. This is a wonderful picture of the substitutionary Work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.

3.  The fire that came down from God was supernatural. It obliterated what ordinary fire does not destroy — stone, dust, and water. This supernatural fire demonstrated the omnipotence of God and how there is nothing too difficult for Him to handle.

4.  This was not lightning but supernatural light and heat emanating from God Himself.  
Heb. 12:29  -  for our God is a consuming fire.

5.  The Bible speaks of other times when God rained fire down from heaven to consume a sacrifice:  

1)  At the inauguration of the Tabernacle, Lev. 9:24;     

2)  When David bought the land for the Temple, 1 Chron. 21:26 ;     

3)  When Solomon dedicated the Temple, 2 Chron. 7:1. 

1 Kings 18:39 

1. It was such an awesome sight that the pessimistic, disbelieving crowd fell on their faces and declared that the Lord, He is God.  Of course the Lord was God with or without their affirmation and their recognition of that fact was one thing, whether they would submit to His authority and be obedient was something else.

2.  They were very impressed and at least gave lip service to the Lord.  

1 Kings 18:40

What Elijah did is even debated today as to whether he was right and just in calling for the execution of the prophets of Baal. First, we’ll cover the viewpoint that Elijah did do the right and just thing in executing the prophets of Baal:
1.  Though this action might appear barbaric to us, Elijah was restoring the Mosaic Law and the worship of the God of Israel.

Exodus 22:20 -  He who sacrifices to any god, other than to the LORD alone, shall be utterly destroyed.

Joshua 23:16  -  When you transgress the covenant of the LORD. . .  and go and serve other gods, and bow down to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land which He has given you.  

Deuteronomy 13:5-9  -  But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God 6) If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods' whom neither you nor your fathers have known,  7) of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end),  8) you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him.  9) "But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people.

2. If the prophets of Baal were allowed to live, they would have continued with their conspiracy to entice and intimidate the people into resuming their rejection of the true God.

3. The people could have thought the idolatry and the abominations that had been dominating the scene for years were not so bad after all had anything short of executing the prophets been done to them.

4. It is unlikely that Elijah would go against the Lord’s directive will the very minute after the Lord had answered his prayer to miraculously rain fire down from heaven.
5. That these leaders who rejected God were destroyed on Mt. Carmel parallels Num. 16:21 where a line was drawn forcing the people to choose between God or Korah and his defiant cohorts.
6. God did not rebuke Elijah.  
On the other hand, there is the viewpoint that Elijah did not do the right and just thing in executing the prophets of Baal:

(1) Some of them might have been ready to join the people in saying that it is the Lord, He is God.
(2) The prophets of Baal were already discredited, so their execution was unnecessary in that it could have turned them into martyrs.

(3) Elijah should have left them in the Lord’s hands so the sovereignty of God would have remained the issue in their disposal.

(4) When Elijah proposed the contest on Mount Carmel, he did not include any statements or inference to the fact that the losers must die.

1 Kings 18:41-42

1.  Elijah was still in control of the situation and was giving orders to King Ahab who did nothing to stop the execution of the prophets of Baal even though they represented the state religion.
2.  Elijah told the king to “go up” because he had gone down to the Kishon brook to witness the execution of the 450 prophets of Baal.  He probably had nothing to eat or drink all day and was hungry unless he had lost his appetite at the brook.

3.  There probably was no real sound or roar of heavy shower since there were no clouds in sight, verse 43.  God’s promise of rain was so real to Elijah that he was verbalizing the Faith-Rest in his soul, 18:1.
4.  Verse 42;  While the king was feeding his face, Elijah when up to pray for rain.  The word “crouched down” in the NASV means to bow down or bend down.  Also, James 5:18 references this verse and says that Elijah prayed for rain.

5.  God had already demonstrated His omnipotence in raining down fire from heaven, but his veracity was clearly still on the line until it rained rain because He told Elijah He would send rain after Elijah met with King Ahab. So Elijah did what he always did, he prayed.

LESSON  #80  (8-26-07)

1 Kings 18:43-44

1.  Elijah instructed a servant to go up the mountain where he could look out on the Mediterranean, then return with a weather report.

2.  The Hebrew word for “servant” is NAAR meaning a young boy.  It is the same word used for the son of the widow of Zarephath and could very well have been him.  

3.  The lad obeyed and came back saying he had seen nothing. Notice that Elijah did not get upset or give up; he just continued to pray.  This illustrates the importance of persistence in prayer even when it appears that nothing has changed.

4.  Like Faith-Rest, prayer is most important during times of testing; so we should not become discouraged when it appears our prayers are useless because that is when our perseverance skills are being refined.

5.  The faithfulness of the servant must also be noted.  Elijah kept on praying and the servant kept on hiking up and down, up and down the mountain without one word of complaint.

6.  Verse 44 tells how the seventh trip finally revealed a tiny cloud. Elijah moved into action. It is incredible how mindful and thoughtful Elijah was of the wretched King. This shows Elijah’s fantastic objectivity and self-discipline in refraining from making accusations and personal insults to the king. Instead, he gave the king yet another command, and the king instantly obeyed.  

7.  We also witness Elijah’s great respect for authority. The courtesy he displayed was directed toward and owed to the office of king in spite of Ahab’s personal failures.

8.  Elijah saw the tiny cloud through the eyes of Faith-Rest long before it appeared to them as revealed when he told the king to get down the mountain where cover was available before the heavy rain would prevent his descent.

1 Kings 18:45-46

1.  Sure enough, there came a a ferocious storm that was a real gully-washer. The king rode down the mountain to one of his palaces located in Jezreel about 17-20 miles away from Mt. Carmel.

2.  Verse 46;  The “hand of the Lord” refers to an inner motivation and supernatural strength to outrun a chariot. Elijah needed to get to Jezreel first so that Ahab would not have the opportunity to distort the truth about what really happened on Mt. Carmel and broadcast a false news story about a victory for Baal.  “Hand” is an anthropomorphism.  

