1  PETER  chaptER  4
LESSON  # 110   (6-7-07)
1 Peter 4:1-2  -   Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  2) so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.

1.  Therefore picks up the thought and context of the previous chapter.

2.  since Christ has suffered in the flesh emphasizes the fact that Christ’s suffering was confined to His humanity.  Christ had to become true humanity in order to pay for the penalty of sin which is spiritual death.  Deity cannot suffer or die.
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CLARIFICATION ON THE MINISTRIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

(1.)  O.T. believers did not receive the Baptism of the H.S., Indwelling of the H.S., Filling, or spiritual gifts.

(2.)  Less than 1% of O.T. believers received special empowerment by the H.S.  The H.S. would enable certain people to become great leaders, to write scripture, to have special skills, to have unusual physical strength, or to have special understanding and wisdom.

(3.)   A few examples: Joseph Gen. 41:38; Moses and certain elders, Num. 11:16-17; David, 1 Sam. 16:13; King Saul, 1 Sam. 10:6;  workers on the Tabernacle, Ex. 28:3, 35:30-35;  John the Baptist, Luke 1:15; Elizabeth, Luke 1:41; Zacharias, Luke 1:67;
(4.)  Some of these believers were said to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” but it is not the same “filling of the Holy Spirit” as in the C.A.:

a. Every Church Age believer is filled with the H.S. at least one time in their lives. They are commanded to keep on being filled with the H.S., Eph. 5:18.  This was not the case for O.T. believers.

b. The “filling of the H. S.” was not received when O.T. believers confessed their sins but was sovereignly bestowed by God on whomever, whenever He decided to give it.

c. It could be lost because of sin, and it would be removed when the special work for which it was given was completed.

d. David asked the Lord not to take the Holy Spirit from him in Psalm 51:11.  This question is not relevant for the Church Age because we automatically lose the filling of the H.S. when we sin.  It is called grieving the H.S. in Eph. 4:30  and quenching the H.S. in 1 Thes. 5:19.  It is automatically regained when we confess our sins, 1 John 1:9.
(5.)  The special empowerment by the H.S. given to a few O.T. believers appears to be the forerunner of the spiritual gift given to every Church Age believer by the H.S. at the moment of salvation.

(6.)  C.A. believers are never commanded to be baptized, indwelt, sealed, regenerated, or spiritually gifted because God the H.S. accomplishes all this at the moment of salvation.

(7.)  Our only command is to be filled with the H.S.  It is only when we are filled with the H.S. that we are able to:

a.  Think Divine Viewpoint
d.  Apply Bible doctrine

g.   Patiently endure undeserved suffering


b.  Pray effectively

e.  Produce Divine Good

h.  Love unconditionally

c.  Learn Bible doctrine
f.  Manifest the fruit of the Spirit 
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LESSON  # 111   (6-14-07)
4.  arm yourselves,   HOPLIZOMAI  v. amm, to prepare oneself or to arm oneself.  How does a believer prepare himself or arm himself to have the same thinking or attitude that Christ had during His undeserved suffering?  Could it be by growing in grace and knowledge? 2 Peter 3:18  - grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Paul tells us in Eph. 6:11  - Put on the whole armor of God. . .

5.  also with the same purpose,   ENNOIA  (n. asf, thinking, attitude, intention, purpose.  Notice the importance of thinking, attitude, and purpose.  EN = in   +   NOIA = thinking, in-thinking, thinking inside, mental attitude.

a.  First, you must understand the difference between deserved and undeserved suffering and be able to identify the type of suffering you are experiencing.

b.  When you identify it as undeserved suffering, then you remember its purpose is for your blessing.

     1 Pet. 3:14  -  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed.
c.  Once you learn or remember that it is for your blessing and God’s glory, you are able to bear it without complaining, irritability, or self-pity.

6.  Arming yourself, HOPLIZOMAI, is the utilization of the Grace System of Perception (GSP) on a day-to-day basis, and ENNOIA is the result of arming yourself which is a correct mental attitude (RMA) and doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness.

7.  Christ’s attitude when facing the cross:   Philippians 2:5-8, Matthew 26:39, 42, Luke 22:42, Hebrews 12:2,3.
8.  because he  [the spiritual believer]  who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin . . .  There never will be a time when we are immune to temptations or exempt from sin until we die or until we receive our resurrection bodies.  

1 John 1:8   -  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   
But this does not mean that we are defenseless against the power of sin or that we are slaves to our OSN.

9.  When a believer has armed himself with the attitude of Christ and is experiences undeserved suffering, he has ceased from sin, he 

     is filled with the Holy Spirit, and is producing divine good. This phrase gives us experiential cessation of sin; Rom. 6:1-14  is positional cessation of sin.
10.  Verse 2 -  so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh. . . refers to the remaining amount of time each one of us has left on planet earth.  There should be a distinction in our life between the time we were spiritually dead unbelievers and born again believers.  

a. The thinking of a person should change after he is saved by learning the Word of God.  Any changes made after salvation apart from the Word of God are superficial and will not last. It is the Word that changes us from the inside out.

b. This phrase reminds us that we don’t have much time left to grow in grace. We better stop wasting time and concentrate on getting it right because that ole clock just keeps on tickin.  

11.  No longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. . . is teaching us that a believer can behave like an unbeliever controlled by his OSN and the lusts of his flesh.

LESSON  # 112   (6-19-07)
12. This verse is emphasizing the shortness of our earthly pilgrimage and is exhorting us to live for eternity. We must make a conscious decision WHO we are going to live for in the time we have left, ourselves or God.

13.  Joshua made that decision and declared it openly for all to hear:

Joshua 24:15  -  . . . choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served . . .  or the gods of the Amorites . . .  but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

1 Peter 1:14  -  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,

Romans 12:2  -  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

14.  It is often said that we are to “live in the moment” which is OK if the meaning is that we should not live in the past or worry about the future. However some think this means we are to try to obtain as much fun and pleasure as we possibly can now and ignore the consequences of disobedience, excessiveness, and irresponsibility.

15.  Actually there is something that needs to be added to “living in the moment” that would help it correspond with the meaning of verse 2.  “Live in the moment in the light of eternity”.

16.  It is easy to think that we are missing out on the “fun and good times” others are having who ignore God and do whatever they want.  Resisting temptation is not easy. The battle that goes on in our minds can be classified as suffering. 

17.  Testing/undeserved suffering, is not easy. There are times when we feel like abandoning divine viewpoint and giving in to our doubts, fears, and ever-present tendency to complain.

18.  But we must recognize that any pain we experience from undeserved suffering cannot compare to the superlative rewards and glorious privileges we’ll receive when Christ returns.

Romans 8:18  -  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

19.  If all we look forward to and lust after is fun and pleasure in the here and now, where will that get us when disaster strikes?  Whatever gratification we squeeze out of happy times will not carry us through pain and suffering coming our way. We must be able to look past the unjust, unpleasant things happening to us now and focus on that future time when the Lord will come to reward His faithful ones.

20.  It is this kind of thinking, Divine viewpoint, that will motivate a believer to make a conscious decision to make a break from the past, living for self, and to commit to living for God with whatever time is left.

1 Peter 4:3  
For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.

1.  to have carried out,  KATERGAZOMAI  inf. pmi; something done with thoroughness; something on the inside working to the outside.  What was working out from the inside of these believers was a desire to run with the fast crowd. They wanted to experience the glamour, fun, and excitement that the Gentiles were supposedly having.

2.  the desire of the Gentiles . . . Gentiles is used to reference unbelievers. Peter is speaking to Jewish believers who were living like Gentile unbelievers

3.  having pursued,  POREUOMAI part. per. deponent;  to move from one place to another. This participle relates the restlessness of the fast crowd that is ever on the move and never settles down.  These people move from place-to-place and person-to-person looking for happiness. 

4.  Next we have a list of the characteristics of the fast crowd:

1) sensuality (KJV, lasciviousness) unrestrained sexual activity; sometimes translated “lasciviousness”.  The phallic cult was very active and powerful when this letter was written, and many believers got caught up in it.

2) lusts refer to the inner call to pursue these types of things. Lasciviousness is overt, but it comes from the lust pattern of the OSN. There are many different kinds of lusts, but this refers specifically to the physical type of lust.

3) drunkenness  (KJV, excess of wine) to be saturated with wine or to bubble over with wine. 

4) carousals (JKV, revelings)  KOMOIS  s)  from the word KEIMAI meaning to lay down or to recline as at parties designed to set someone up for sex. This word could be translated orgies.

5) drinking parties  (KJV, banqueting) meant drinking in connection with pagan religious rites. Alcohol was used to set up victims for sexual exploitation. The same practice is used today by fast crowds to pick someone up from a bar.  Most colleges today are known for their drinking parties, and many young people become alcoholics. Some even die from the toxic effect alcohol has on their bodies.

6) abominable idolatries;  the word “abominable“ means unlawful, disgusting, detestable. Here it means the practice of human sacrifice while worshiping idols. Fast crowds can quickly evolve into things that are horrible, including drug addiction that can leads to crime, murder, and all kinds of problems heinous acts. 

1 Peter 4:4-5

In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation, and they malign you;  5) but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  

1.  surprised,  XENIZOMAI   v. ppi,  to be surprised or astonished.  The fast crowd is astonished when someone breaks away from them. They can’t believe that anyone is strong or smart enough to escape their clutches. Peer pressure is strong but it is not as strong as the Holy Spirit or God’s Word.  A changed life provokes hostility from those who reject the gospel.

2.  that you do not run with them,   ME adv.; not, marker that negates a statement. SYNTRECHO  part. pa to run together. So, this refers to separating from the fast crowd.

SEPARATION

1.)  We are to separate from people who practice certain types of carnality. We can’t separate from all believers because they all  practice carnality in one way or another. But certain types of carnality are bad news such as incest or homosexuality and are not to be tolerated.  There are people living in chronic carnality we must avoid, 2 Timothy 3:2-5.
2.)   Separation from believers who go negative toward Bible doctrine, 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14, 15.  The exception is if you are married to someone who is negative.

3.)   Separation from believers who make emotion their criterion and enter into some form of pseudo-spirituality, Romans 16:17-18.  Stay away from the tongues crowd.

4.)   Separation from the fast crowd, 1 Peter 4:4,  Proverbs 1:10-19.

5.)   Separation from the superficial social life of the apostate fun crowd,  Jeremiah 15:17.

6.)   Separation from unbelievers where doctrine is compromised,  2 Corinthians 6:14,  Hebrews 13:13. 

7.)   Separation from religion and apostasy,  2 Corinthians 6:17.  Remember Christianity is not a religion, it is a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

LESSON  # 113   (6-26-07) 
3. dissipation, ASOTIA  n. gsf;  recklessness; wildness; debauchery.  The word makes reference to the wheel-tracks of wickedness that have resulted from an inability of volition to control cravings of the body so that the person becomes enslaved by the sinful nature by means of a particular lust pattern.

4.  Oxford English Dictionary,  “dissipation”:    Distraction of the mental faculties from concentration on serious subjects: at first with distraction of attention; but later the frittering away of [one’s] energies or attention upon frivolities and thus gradually passing into the waste of moral or physical powers by undue indulgence in pleasure; an intemperate mode of living.

Ephesians 5:18a - Stop being intoxicated with wine which is dissipation. . .
5. Dissipation emphasizes the problem of alcohol abuse but is not restricted to this one vice. It includes lasciviousness, promiscuity, drug addiction, and squandering of resources.

6.  If a believer’s conscience has not developed a sophisticated set of biblical norms and standards that serve as an internal governor of thought, decision, and behavior, then bad decisions are inevitable.

7.  Some say that bad decisions can lead to addictions and that those addictions are permanent.  Not so!  The same volition that gets a person into it can get them out of it. The love and grace of God is always greater than all our sins, and the one who abuses alcohol is no exception, Phil. 4:13 & 19.
8.    Dissipation is used only in verse 4, Eph. 5:18, and in Titus 1:6 where qualifications for pastors are given.

9.    and they malign you,  BLASPHEMEO  part. npm pa; to insult; slander; malign; curse. When you separate from the fast crowd and other people you once associated with before your new life fixed on eternal glory, it is inevitable that you’ll suffer from their brutal judging, gossiping, maligning, and back-biting. It will surely follow.  

10.  But if you don’t separate from them because you fear their condemnation, more disastrous things will happen to you. They will draw you further and further away from doctrine, from God, and from His loving guidance and promotion.

11.  Don’t make the mistake of thinking that by staying with them you will be a good influence on them or be able to sway them over to your way of thinking. What happens to a good apple in a barrel of bad apples?

12.  We are never commanded to hang out in bars, bordellos, or crack houses in order to minister to the people there.  Nor are we to remain in churches that teach fluff and false doctrine in order to set them straight. 2 Corinthians 6:17  -  "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord.

1 Peter 4:5

13.  but they. . . There is no conjunction here in the Greek such as “but”.  The word translated they is the relative pronoun HOI  (npm. It should be translated who. This is the believer who separates from the fast crowd. Notice the participle BLASPHEMEO malign you is nominative, plural, masculine, and so is the pronoun HOI.  

LESSON  # 114   (6-28-07)   Power Point: GREAT WHITE THRONE VS JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

14.  shall give account to Him,  APODIDOMI  v. fai;  to give,  LOGOS  s)  n. asm; word; statement. All believers will give an account to Him, Jesus Christ, at the Judgment Seat of Christ (JSC).  Our works will be evaluated to determine if they are Divine Good produced under the controlling influence of the filling of the Holy Spirit and therefore, rewardable, “gold, silver, precious stones,” or if they are human good, a stench in God’s nostrils, to be rejected and burned, “wood, hay, stubble,” 1 Cor. 3:11-16, 2 Cor. 5:10, Rom. 14:10, Heb. 6:7-12.

15.  who is ready to judge the living  [born again believers]  and the dead  [spiritually dead unbelievers]. The Greek word for judge can mean to evaluate or to condemn. Believer’s works will be evaluated, but unbelievers will be condemned on the basis of their works at the Great White Throne (GWT) because they trusted them rather than accepting Christ’s PERFECT WORK on the cross for them.

16. The JSC and the GWT are separated by 1007 years. The living is a case of evaluation whereas the dead is a judgment. The JSC is found in 1 Corinthians 3:11-16; the GWT is found in Revelation 20:12-15.

1 Peter 4:4-5    EXPANDED TRANSLATION
In all this  [the things listed in verse 3],  they  [the fast crowd]  are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of dissipation  [reckless debauchery], and they malign you  [the believer who separated from them];  5) but they  [“who” the believer who is maligned]  shall give account  [at the JSC]  to Him  [Jesus Christ]  who is ready to judge the living  [born again believers] and the dead  [spiritually dead unbelievers].  

LESSON  # 115   (7-3-07)
1 Peter 4:6

For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are [spiritually] dead, that though they are [may be] judged [according to a human good standard]  in the flesh as men, [but] they may live [if they accept the gospel] in the spirit [being filled with the H.S.] according to the will of God [producing divine good].

1.  For the gospel has for this purpose been preached. . .  to spiritually dead unbelievers because they will have no excuse at the GWT.  Every person has the opportunity to hear the gospel and to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ:. Doctrine of God-consciousness.
2.  even to those who are dead  refers to spiritually dead unbelievers, not to the physically dead.  It is important to note that the purpose of the GWT is not to determine if they will be condemned or not.  They are already condemned before they arrive there because they died having rejected God’s matchless offer of salvation through His Son, John 3:18.  The purpose of the GWT is to announce their eternal destiny and to pull out the books showing that their fate is just and fair. Their works are not match to Christ’s.

3. that though they are judged in the flesh as men. . . KRINO  v. aps; here, it means to be judged or condemned. The flesh refers to the OSN which produces sin and human good. Sin was judged on the cross but human good was not. Therefore, the spiritually dead unbeliever will be judged on the basis of his human good at the GWT. The passive voice ONLY refers to unbelie-vers who receive judgment. And the subjunctive mood means that the judgment is potential because any member of the human race can receive Christ and avoid it, Hebrews 9:26-28.
4.  [but, KJCV]   they  [believers]  may live in the spirit   [filled with the H.S.]   according to the will of God   [producing Divine Good]. The KJV begins this phrase with the conjunction “but” to point out a contrast between unbelievers who are condemned in the flesh as men and believers who can live in the filling of the Holy Spirit according to the will of God.

5.  The issue is whether a person will reject the gospel and produce human good that will indict him at the GWT, or will he accept the gospel and produce Divine Good through the filling of the Holy Spirit according to the will of God?

JUDGMENT SEAT of CHRIST
GREAT WHITE THRONE

after the rapture       
  
end of millennium
believers                
  
unbelievers

sins not mentioned
  
sins not mentioned

works evaluated    
  
indicted for hum. good

human good burned
  
condemn. announced

loss of rewards   

sent to Lake of Fire  

human good 
DIVINE GOOD
                     
Produced by:
Believers & Unbels. 
Believers Only                             
Status:   

Carnal         

Spiritual
Viewpoint:         
Human                    
Divine
Motivation:      
Emotion and/or
Love for God

                            
Self -Promotion   

Standards:    
- R                      
+ R
Credit:              
Man’s

         
God’s      

Purpose:          
Glorify Man

Glorify God 





                   Origin:               
Ignorance         

Sp.Growth
Result:             
Condemned  

Rewards   

Derstination:
Lake of Fire
    
Heavenly Home

[image: image4.jpg]


LESSON  # 116   (7-5-07)   REVIEW Verse 6, Human Good VS DIVINE GOOD, Books In Heaven, Human Good VS DIVINE GOOD, I Cor.3:12, Old Sin Nature's Areas Of Strength & Weakness
LESSON  # 117   (7-10-07)   
There are three types of the will of God.  

The Directive Will:       Num. 22:12, God told Baalam not to go to Moab to curse the Jews.

The Permissive Will:   Num. 22:20,  God allowed Baalam to go to Moab and did not kill him.

The Overruling Will:    Num. 23: 5, 12, 26,  God prevented Baalam from cursing the Jews.
1 Peter 4:7  

Therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. The end of all things is at hand.
1.    This passage is addressed to believers who were living in the area of Turkey, and it was written during the reign of Nero who was about to invade with his Roman army to persecute Christians. His objective was to gather them up and take them to Rome for entertainment. Some would be thrown to wild animals, some used in gladiator shows, and some tarred then set alight as human torches for Nero’s evening parties. So Nero had a lot of bloody, savage plans for these Christians. This was a group catastrophe; the end of all things is impending [drawing near]. Therefore, in view of the fact that they only had a little time left before the great disaster hit, they needed to get cracking with their spiritual preparation. 

2.   This same phrase could very easily apply to us considering the hard-core, negative volition and rank apostasy that exists in our country today. The fifth cycle of discipline is looming over the horizon for us.

3.    be of sound judgment, SOPHRONEO  (v. aam; to be sane, sensible, clear-minded; to think straight; to be rational without illusion. Another meaning is discretion in the sense of moderation and self-control. Stability of thought pattern depends on the daily intake of Bible doctrine, only now, we are going to have to kick up our concentration to even greater levels.

4.    sober spirit,  NEPHO  v. aam; to be sober; to have no confusion or fogginess of mind from the effects of too much wine; to get serious about something. Believers should always be sober in spirit, but it is even more important when hard times are looming on the horizon. It means to be alert and watchful. We are to be the watchmen on the wall. This does not mean that we can’t enjoy ourselves because we are to be legalistic, stuff-shirt, party-poopers.  We can be very serious about our intake of Bible doctrine, still have a sense of humor, and enjoy life to the fullest.
5.    for the purpose of prayer. . .  It is interesting that sound judgment and sober spirit are linked to prayer. These attributes may motivate one into taking action, but taking action without prayer is leaving God out of it. It is doing something under our own puny power.  When sound judgment and sober spirit motivate us to pray, our action that follows will be done under God’s power.

LESSON  # 118   (7-12-07)   
a. All prayer is addressed to God the Father, Matt. 6:9,  in the name of Jesus Christ, John 14:13-14, in the filling of the H.S., Psa. 66:18.
b. Prayer Modus Operandi: 1) Acknowledge sin  2) Thanksgiving  3) Intercession for others  4) Petition for self  5) Close in Christ’s name

c. Nine reasons why prayer is not answered:

1) Failure to be filled with the H.S.,  Eph. 6:18
2) Failure to Faith-Rest, Matt. 21:22
3) Mental Attitude Sins,  Psa. 66:18
4) Lust such as selfishness,  James  4:2-3
5) Disobedience, 1 John 3:22
6) Prayers outside the will of God,  1 John 5:14
7) Pride or self-righteousness,  Job 35:12-13
8) Lack  of grace orientation or compassion,  Prov. 21:13
9) Lack of domestic tranquility,  1 Peter 3:7
d)  Prayer for the salvation for unbelievers is legitimate, Romans 10:1
LESSON  # 119   (7-17-07)   
1 Peter 4:8          See LOVE overlay
 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

1.  keep fervent,   ECHONTES  sdeeply” “stretched” or “strained;” used to describe the taut muscles of an athlete who strains to win a race. A Christian’s unselfish love and concern for others should be exercised to the point of sacrificially giving for others’ welfare. 
2.  in your love,  AGAPE  n. nsf  a mental attitude of love that is free from MAS: impersonal, unconditional love.  As pressure intensifies for a group of believers, there must be an intensity of RMA, relaxed mental attitude. Pressure has a tendency to divide believers, to make believers irritable, and to turn believer against believer.

3.  Agape love is produced by the filling of the H.S., Rom. 5:5, Gal. 5:22.  This type of love interacts with others on the basis of your character and your virtue, not theirs. It means to be gracious to those who do not deserve to be treated graciously.  

LESSON  # 120   (7-19-07)   
4.  This concept of unconditional love covering a multitude of sins through toleration and forbearance is seen in:

Proverbs 10:12   -  Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions.  
Proverbs 17:9   -  He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates intimate friends.
Romans 15:1   -  Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.

Galatians 5:13-16   -  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14) For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  15) But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another.  16) But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Philippians 2:3-4   -  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;  4) do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

5.  The Bible says there is another way to cover a multitude of sins.  

James 5:19-20  -   My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  20) let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1  -  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself lest you, too, be tempted.

LESSON  # 121   (7-24-07)   
1 Peter 4:9
Be hospitable to one another without complaint.

1.  Be hospitable  looks as if it is a verb, but it is actually an adjective.  PHILOXENOS  s)  adj. npm; a compound word  PHILO, personal love,  + XENOS, a stranger. So this word means to be kind or hospitable to strangers. This same word describes one of the qualifications of a pastor/teacher in I Tim. 3:2 and Titus 1:8.

2.  Sometimes men, but usually women, don’t take advantage of the opportunity to show hospitality by having others over to their house to visit or stay for awhile because they are concerned that someone would notice that their house is less than spotless. What is more important, being hospitable by showing PHILOXENOS, love for strangers, or impressing others with an immaculate house?

3.  to one another,  ALLELON  pronoun, apm, one another of the same kind:  Believers who were to experience the hardships and suffering that Peter was warning about.

4. Romans 12:9-13 -  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10)  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11) not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12) rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13)  contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 

5.  without complaint, GONGYSMOS  s)  n. gsm, from the verb goggúzō, to grumble, murmur, grumbling, grudging, verbal discontent, murmuring or muttering in general.

6. We are specifically commanded not to grumble (complain). Phil. 2: 14  -  Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 

1 Cor. 10:10  -  Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
7.  God hears our complaining.  

Numbers 14:27 -  How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me?  I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.

James 5:9  -  Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.

Psalm 106:24-26  -  Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His word,  25 But grumbled in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of the LORD.  26 Therefore He swore to them, That He would cast them down in the wilderness,

8. When one’s flesh and bones are full of aches and pains, it is as natural for us to murmur as for a horse to shake his head when the flies tease him … but nature should not be the rule with Christians, or what is their religion worth?—Charles H. Spurgeon                     

9. Complainers Live Longer?                                                                                                                                                                                                          
A recent medical survey states that chronic complainers live longer than people who are always sweet and serene. It claims that their cantankerous spirit gives them a purpose for living. Each morning they get up with a fresh challenge to see how many things they can find to grumble about, and they derive great satisfaction from making others miserable. It is questionable whether those who complain actually do outlive those who don’t. Maybe it just seems that way to everybody around them.                                               

10.  Good Old Days? Our forefathers did without sugar until the 13th century; without coal fires until the 14th century; without battered bread until the 15th century; without potatoes until the 16th century; without coffee, tea, and soup until the 17th century; without                                                                                                      pudding until the 18th century; without matches and electricity until the 19th century; without canned goods until the 20th century. Now, what are complaining about?

11.  POEM:                              —Sunshine Magazine







      81
There was a boy named Grumble Tone who ran away to sea,
“I’m sick of things on land,” he said, “as sick as I can be;
A life upon the bounding wave will suit a lad like me!”
The seething ocean billows failed to stimulate his mirth,
For he did not like the vessel, nor the dizzy, rolling berth,
And he thought the sea was almost as unpleasant as the earth.
He wandered into foreign lands, he saw each wondrous sight,
But nothing that he heard or saw seemed just exactly right;
And so he journeyed on and on, still seeking for delight.
He talked with kings and ladies fair; he dined in courts, they say,
But always found the people dull, and longed to get away
To search for that mysterious land where he would like to stay.
He wandered over all the world, his hair grew white as snow;
He reached that final bourne at last where all of us must go,
But never found the land he sought. The reason you would know?
The reason was that north or south, where’er his steps were bent,
On land or sea, in court or hall, he found but discontent;
For he took his disposition with him everywhere he went.

12. There’s no sense in advertising your troubles; there’s no market for them.  Whenever you are tempted to tell your troubles to other people, remember that half your listeners aren’t interested, and the rest are glad you’re finally getting what’s coming to you. 

13.  There is a difference between groaning and grumbling. 

LESSON  # 122   (7-26-07)   
1 Peter 4:10
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1.  Every believer has received at least one spiritual gift at the point of salvation.

1 Cor. 12:7  -   But to each one  [believer]  is given the manifestation of the Spirit   [spiritual gift]  for the common good.
1 Cor. 12:11 -  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually  [a spiritual gift at salvation]  just as He wills.

2.  has received, LAMBANO  v.aai, to take hold of, grab, acquire, to take possession of.  The indicative mood means that it is a reality for every believer.

3.  The Greek word for “gift” is CHRISMA did you know that you have chrisma?  Chrisma is based on Charis, the Greek word for grace.

4.  The church is a team and each believer has a place on that team.  When a team member is not doing his job, is   not exercising his spiritual gift, then someone else has to do it for him or her. A healthy church has all the team members pulling together, doing their jobs as unto the Lord.  

See Overlays:  SPIRITUAL GIFTS

LESSON  # 123   (7-29-07)   Review I PETER 4:1-10, PREPARATION FOR SUFFERING, Spiritual Gifts
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LESSON  # 124   (8-2-07) 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE IN SALVATION:

Sin     condemnation     FAITH     forgiveness     CONFESSION     FELLOWSHIP

1.  There is only one condition that must be met for eternal life:  Faith Alone In Christ Alone!  Turning from sin or committing one’s life to Christ never saved anyone.

2.  SIN IS NOT THE ISSUE IN SALVATION !  Why?   

John 1:29 -  John said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

a. Jesus emphasized Himself, not sins, nor the sinner.  He is the issue, the only issue, in salvation.

b. The basis of condemnation is unbelief, not sinfulness, John 3:18, 1 John 2:2, Rev. 20:11-15.
c. Jesus never mentioned sin to Nicodemus in John 3, nor did He tell the woman at the well in John 4 that she must confess, feel sorry for, or repent of her sins to be saved.
d. The words repent and repentance aren’t even found in John’s Gospel.
3.  Jesus never told anyone that they must commit their lives to Him to be saved.  He is the one who made the commitment to go to the cross and to give eternal life to anyone who would accept his sacrifice for them, John 6:47.
4.  If God did not completely take care of all personal sins on the cross, then why aren’t sins mentioned at the JSC or the GWT?

5.  What about John 8:24?  I   [Christ]  said therefore to you [unbelievers],  that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He  [the Messiah],  you shall die in your sins.  
Was Christ telling these unbelievers that He did not die for their sins, so they would be held accountable for them when they died?

6. Christ was condemned for the sins of the entire world.  Therefore, the penalty for all personal sins, past, present, and future was paid in full.  No one is condemned for their sins. Law of double jeopardy. 

7.  So sins were paid for on the cross, but they were not forgiven on the cross.  When are they forgiven?

8.  When a person believes in Christ, all the sins he ever committed up to that point are forgiven, Col. 2:13.  Any sin he commits after that puts him out of fellowship with God and is forgiven when he confesses it to God, 1 John 1:9.

9. The unbelievers in John 8:24 would die in their sins because their sins were never forgiven. They were never forgiven because they refused to believe in Christ, so they never had a relationship with God.  

10.  Forgiveness is a fellowship issue.  Condemnation is a judicial issue.

a. Unbelievers are condemned for rejecting Christ, not because of their sins or because their sins weren’t forgiven.  Why? 

b. The cross is a judicial issue. Only innocence or guilt is relevant. Forgiveness is never an issue in judicial cases. 

c.   Sins must be forgiven in order to establish a relationship with God, and forgiveness is based on faith in Christ.                  No Faith, No Forgiveness.     No Forgiveness, No Relationship.     No Relationship, No Fellowship.

d.   a relationship is established with God, and fellowship begins with Him the moment someone believes in Christ because all the personal sins they committed are forgiven.     

e. Post-salvation sins break that fellowship with God but are forgiven when we acknowledge those sins to Him and then, fellowship with Him is once again restored.  

f. Believers who do not confess their sins forfeit their fellowship with God even though they are still God’s children.  Like recalcitrant children, they are estranged from their parents because they refuse to take responsibility for their bad attitude or behavior.

g. Many believers who believe all sins, past, present, and future, were forgiven on the cross, believe confession of sins is not necessary since they have already been forgiven. 

h. These believers are confused in thinking that 1 John 1:9 refers to eternal salvation rather than the giving us God’s way we of restoring and continuing our fellowship with Him. The entire first chapter is addressed to believers and is about fellowship with God and therefore, with one another.  

  
LESSON  # 125   (8-7-07)   

1 Peter 4:10
5.  Notice, we are to serve one another.  It is true that we are ultimately serving God, but when we are serving one another, we are serving God.  Matthew 25:40  -  "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'

6.  The Greek word for serve  is DIAKONEO  This is the same word used in I Tim. 3:10-13 for deacons.  Acts 6:1-6 sets forth the purpose and function of deacons.

7.  good stewards, OIKONOMOUS  s)  n. npm. This is a compound word from oíkos, house, and némō, to deal out, distribute, apportion; one put in charge of a household or estate. Figuratively, one entrusted by God with the ability to carry out administration duties, acting as a steward or administrator.   

8.  the manifold grace of God, means the many-faceted grace of God.   

1 Cor. 12: 4  -  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

Rom. 12:6  -  Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us . . .  

You don’t have to know what your spiritual gift is. If you have had any kind of growth, it will automatically come into operation under the filling of the Spirit.

1 Peter 4:11
Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things, God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1.  let him speak,  LALEO v.pai, to speak, communicate, encourage. This word does not mean to teach or it would be disdasko.  LALEO refers to the encouragement or exhortation used when someone is under severe pressure or testing.  The Greek word for “exhortation” is PARAKALEO.  It is used 109 times in the NT and is translated as comfort, encouragement, exhortation, urged, appeal, and consolation. 
2.  the utterances of God means the Word of God, Bible doctrine, Divine Viewpoint.  When someone is down, dejected, melancholy, depressed, or fearful, God used believers to encourage and counsel them with His Word.

3.  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God, is talking about the spiritual gift of exhortation and is listed as such in Rom. 12:8.  This does not mean that believers today must have this spiritual gift when they can encourage others by giving them counsel from the Word of God.  It must also be noted that few believers are spiritually mature enough to counsel others.

4.  whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies.  Believers who try to serve God when they are not filled with the Holy Spirit are operating under their own feeble strength. God is not glorified by this.  What do we call it?

      5.  No believer can legitimately say he cannot serve God.  This would be tantamount to saying he did not receive a spiritual gift at salvation and would make God a liar.  It would also imply God is incapable or unwilling to give us the power we need to serve Him.

6.  Peter divided Christian service into two general categories: 1) the one who speaks and  2) the one who serves. These two general ministry functions often overlap but both function through dependence on God’s grace provisions.

7.  so that in all things, God may be glorified;  HO  (‘o) THEOS  (s)  DOXAZO  (v. pps, praise, honor, attribute of high value; to laud, to extol. The latter is the Greek word from which the Doxology originated.

8.  We must never lose sight of the fact that it is God who deserves all the glory and not us.  

Matt. 5:16   - “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

John 3:30   -  He must increase, but I must decrease.

Acts 5:1-10   Ananias and Saphira

9.  True happiness and contentment comes from serving God, not ourselves. So, those who do not choose to serve will miss out on a great opportunity, will have no rewards or decorations at the JSC, and will  eventually recognize that they lived a life of vanity.  

10.  God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. At the mention of Christ’s name, Peter offered an appropriate word of praise. The praise and credit for Christian ministry should always be given to Christ who is the Head of the Church.
11.  Amen,  AMEN  (adverb. An adverb modifies a verb. Transliterated from the Hebrew, Amen ( אָמֵן )  to be firm, steady, truth-worthy; rendered also as “truth” Isa. 65:16, “God of amen”; Jer. 11:5, “So be it”; a strong affirmation of what is declared “I believe it”, is rendered “verily” in the frequently recurring formula, “Verily, verily, I say unto you.” 
12.  In the entire NT, Lord Jesus is the only one who uses amén at the beginning of a sentence as a word of affirmation. Throughout the Gospel of John, the Lord uses the word amén twice together in John 1:51, “Amen, amen, I say unto you,” or “Verily, verily, I say unto you,” which could be rendered, “I who am the Amen  [Truth itself]  tell you as a most certain and infallible truth” (Zodhiates, S. , 2000, c1992, c1993. The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.) (G281). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.)


Revelation 3:14   -  And to the ange l  [messenger, future pastor]  of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen  [J.C.],  the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning  [originator, source]  of the creation of God, says this:


LESSON  # 126   (8-9-07)   
How the Health and Wealth Gospel Twists Scripture

www.watchmen.org 

Most Christians have heard some of the following: "You can have what you say," "The reason you haven't been healed is that you don't have enough faith," "We can write our own ticket with God if we decide what we want, believe that it's ours, and confess it," "He wants you rich and healthy," "What is the desire of your heart? Name it , claim it by faith, and it is yours! Your heavenly Father has promised it. It's right there in the Bible."
The Gospel of Health

"I am fully convinced - I would die saying it is so - that it is the plan of Our Father God, in His great love and in His great mercy, that no believer should ever be sick; that every believer should live his full life span down here on this earth; and that every believer should finally just fall asleep in Jesus" (Kenneth E. Hagin, Seven Things You Should Know about Divine Healing, p. 21).

Gordon D. Fee, Professor of New Testament at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary is quoted in the SCP Newsletter, Spring 1985, concerning this text, as saying, "It is also questionable whether the Bible teaches that healing is provided for in the atonement. Scores of texts explicitly tell us our sin has been overcome through Christ's death and resurrection, but no text explicitly says the same about healing, not even Isaiah and its New Testament citations.

To Faith movement teachers, symptoms are not real indications of sickness or disease, but distractions by the devil tempting him or her into making a negative confession.
The Gospel of Wealth

"It's a matter of your faith. You got one-dollar faith, and you ask for a ten thousand-dollar item, it ain't gonna work. It won't work. Jesus said, "According to your faith", not "according to His will, if He can work it into His busy schedule." He said, "according to your faith be it unto you." Now I may want a Rolls Royce and don't have but bicycle faith. Guess what I'm gonna get? A bicycle" (Frederick K.C. Price, "Praise the Lord" broadcast on TBN, 21 September 1990, taken from Documentation for Christianity in Crisis by Hank Hanegraaff). The cardinal fault with the prosperity gospel is one central tenet: God wills the financial prosperity of every Christian, therefore, for a believer to live in poverty is living outside God's intended will. Normally tucked away somewhere is another affirmation: Since we are God's children, we should always go first class, we should have the biggest and the best. Only this brings glory to God!
Many in the word-faith movement treat God as if He is a God simply there only to cater to our every wish as we ask it and that His entire purpose in heaven is simply to do our bidding. Kenneth Hagin has even written a little booklet entitled, "How to write your own ticket with God". This is the same presupposition that Charles Fillmore of Unity School of Christianity had with regard to prosperity. H. Terris Newman, writing in Pneuma: The Journal of the Society for Pentecostal Studies, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring 1990, p. 45, records Fillmore's rendition of Psalm 23: "The Lord is may banker; my credit is good. He maketh me to lie down in the consciousness of omnipresent abundance; He giveth me the key to His strong box; He restoreth my faith in His riches; He guideth me in the paths of prosperity for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk in the very shadow of debt, I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thou preparest a way for me in the presence of the collector; Thou fillest my wallet with plenty; my measure runneth over. Surely goodness and plenty will follow me all the days of my life, And I shall do business in the name of the Lord forever."
1 Timothy 6:8-10  -  We have brought nothing into this world - and are not able to take anything out of it. Those who want to get rich fall into temptations, traps, and many senseless and harmful lusts - the kind which swamp men['s hearts] to their destruction and damnation. For the love of money is a root  [cause]  of all evils - [and it is] in the pursuit of which  [love of money that]  some have wandered away from the faith [i.e., become apostates] and have pierced themselves through with many pains.

Perhaps the root error of the gospel of health and wealth is that it seeks to apply a theology of future glory to the believer in the here and now. But the Lord Jesus taught a theology for here and now that both sustains believers in hard times and holds out hope for tomorrow.  Christians should not claim now what God in His grace has promised only for the future.
Prosperity, health and success is part of the gospel. When Jesus died, He died to redeem us from the curse of the law, Galatians 3:13. One of the curses of the fall of Adam was poverty, Genesis 3:17-19, sickness and disease. Under the Old Testament Mosaic law, poverty and sickness was a curse for breaking the law, Deuteronomy 28:17-18. When Jesus died, He set us free from this curse. Through the gospel of Jesus Christ we are thus free from poverty and sickness just as we are free from sin. Through the gospel, we have restored fellowship with God, and this includes access to the abundant provision of our Father in heaven. The gospel is therefore about freedom from lack, sickness and distress just as much as it is about freedom from sin. Sin is the root cause of all these problems, and when Jesus took care of sin on the cross of Calvary, He took care of these problems too. Because salvation from lack and sickness is as much a part of the gospel as salvation from sin, it is right to preach it as part of the gospel. 
What can one say to all this?
"prosperity, health and success is part of the gospel". 
The reasoning here seems to be that since we are free from the Mosaic Law, that therefore we get wealth and health. Following this logic, Paul, who is the one who tells us this the most clearly in the New Testament would never have been sick he was, of course: 
Gal.4:12-15, and should have been one of the wealthiest Christians in history, whereas, in fact, he had to make tents at night to support himself and his ministry:  1Thes.2:9.

1Tim.6:8  -  we are told to be content as long as we have food and clothing 

we have been left in it to serve Him, and to show the world that we have faith in Him regardless of the pressures and abuses that the world heaps upon us, and regardless of material privation which Christians are indeed called upon to suffer from time to time: Heb.11:37-38; 1Pet.4:12-19.

Proverbs 30:8-9  NIV  -  Give me neither poverty or riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise I may have too much and disown you and say, "who is the Lord", or I may become poor and steal and so dishonor the name of my God. 

Jesus commanded us to pray for our "daily bread" - not for vast quantities of riches stored up for years to come, but only to have enough for the day at hand,  Lk.12:16-21.

LESSON  # 127   (8-14-07)   
Our treasures, our true treasures, do not consist of the dust of this world which will not endure, Jas.1:9-11, but rather our true treasures are the Word of God and the power of the Spirit and the opportunity to serve the Body of Christ - all of which work out an eternal weight of glory which is not to be compared to the paltry material stuff of this terrible and un-fulfilling world, Matt.6:19-21; 2 Cor.4:17.

I suppose it could be argued that, well, what is wrong with Christians having health and material success? To which I reply, not necessarily anything, in and of itself. But we should remember that all the great believers of the Bible had much tribulation and testing in this world - and very few of them were "rich". Abraham was very wealthy, it is true, but he was also called upon to face testing that few of us can even imagine, the sacrifice of long-awaited son Isaac being the most dramatic). None of the apostles were rich. All underwent incredible testing, suffering, and, in at least Paul's case, dire health problems and extreme testing in the area of material privation, 2 Cor.12:7-10; and 2Tim.4:13 with v.16. This principle is most obvious in the case of our Lord Himself, who, throughout His three and one half year ministry, walked throughout the land without even possessing a home to which He might return, Lk.9:58, and was supported by others at a very basic level at all times (we would be tempted to call this "poverty": Mk.15:41. Indeed, we have it from scripture that our Lord's coming into this world was a matter of Him "making Himself poor" that we might become rich - not in the material things of this world which are but dust and will not endure - but rich in spirit and in the Spirit, in salvation, and in knowledge of Him, in faith, Jas.2:5, in good works, 1Tim.6:18, and in eternal rewards, 2 Cor.8:9. There are no greater riches than these true "riches of Christ," Eph.3:8, and it is these spiritual riches which we ought to esteem, for "where your riches are, there will your heart also be," Matt.6:21. Rather, then, than seeking personal wealth, should we not instead have the same attitude that Jesus had, that Paul had: "poor, yet making many rich  [spiritually];  having nothing, yet possessing everything  [in Christ]", 2 Cor.6:10? 

The Bible has much to say on the subject of wealth almost exclusively in the form of warnings against the dangers inherent in possessing them.
True discipleship is not a road of ease and material abundance, but a challenging road that requires many sacrifices, picking us our cross in emulation of Him, no matter what the consequences. Hardly the tone and flavor of the prosperity gospel. 

One last thought here. In my experience and observation, it is generally those who are preaching the prosperity gospel who end up getting the "prosperity," not the sheep they are fleecing. 


1 Peter 4:12-13

Beloved,  do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  13) but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

1.  Beloved, [beloved ones]  do not be surprised,  ME  adv., negative, not  +  XENOZOMAI  v.ppm, to be shocked, astonished, surprised. The present passive imperative in the Greek should be translated as “stop being surprised”.  The believers to whom Peter originally addressed this were under intense suffering and were shocked by it.

2.  at the fiery ordeal among you;  “fiery ordeal” is a metaphor for extreme pressure, non-stop suffering,  great hardship.  

3.  which comes upon you for your testing;  undeserved suffering is in view.  We are not usually surprised when we suffer self-

induced misery or punitive suffering we deserve, and we should not be surprised when we suffer undeserved suffering either.

     1 Peter 1:6-7  -  In this  [God’s protection]  you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary [and it is], you have been distressed by various trials,  7) that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Psalm 34:19  -  Many are the afflictions of the righteous; But the LORD delivers him out of them all.

John 16:33  - These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.  

2 Corinthians 4:7-9  -  But we have this treasure  [the light of the knowledge of the glory of God]  in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves;  8)  we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;  9) persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

4.  which comes upon you,  SU  (pp. dp, personal pronoun, dative plural. This is the dative of advantage which means the fiery ordeal came upon them for their benefit and blessing.

5.  as though some strange thing were happening to you;  Immature believers think if they behave themselves and strive to keep the 10 Commandments and do not backslide and become disobedient, there will be no suffering for them.  


Job 5:7  -  For man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward.  

Eccl. 2:22-23  -  For what does a man get in all his labor and in his striving with which he labors under the sun?  23) Because all his days his task is painful and grievous; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is vanity.

Phil. 1:29  -  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

John 15:20  . . .-  A slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; . . .

2 Tim. 3:12  -   Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

1 Corinthians 10:13  -  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man;

LESSON  # 128   (8-16-07)   
6.  We are fallen creatures in a fallen world, so why are you surprised when you suffer and are treated unfairly?   The issue is not if you are experiencing undeserved suffering;  the issue is, when you are, do you have the doctrinal reserves in your soul to handle it?   

7.  Satan hates believers and loves to neutralize us by robbing us of our peace and contentment through subjection to adversity.                                      1 Peter 5:9  -  But resist him  [the devil],  firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

8.  Verse 13,  Peter quotes what our Lord:

Matt. 5:11-12 - Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  12)   “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
9. Luke 6:22-23, Acts 5:41,  Rom. 8:17, 2 Co 4:17, 2 Tim. 2:12,  James 1:2.
 Pressed





Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length;
Pressed so intensely, it seems beyond strength;
Pressed in the body, and pressed in the soul;
Pressed in the mind, till the dark surges roll.
Pressure by foes, and pressure by friends—
Pressure on pressure, till life nearly ends.
Pressed into knowing no helper but God;
Pressed into loving the staff and the rod.
Pressed into liberty where nothing clings;
Pressed into faith for impossible things.
Pressed into tasting the joy of the Lord;
Pressed into loving a Christ life outpoured.

LESSON  # 129   (8-21-07)   
10.  It is not normal to rejoice in tribulation and suffering.  In fact, it is impossible apart from recalling Bible doctrine under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  A believer must first reach the sixth floor of the Divine Domain, a personal sense of destiny, before he can even begin to rejoice in suffering.

11.  Suffering, meekly borne, draws the Christian nearer to Christ, lifts him, as on a cross, nearer to the crucified Lord; but this it does only when he looks to Jesus in his suffering, when the eye of faith is fixed upon the cross of Christ. Then faith unites the sufferings of the disciple with the sufferings of his Lord; he is made a partaker of Christ’ sufferings; and so far as suffering has that blessed result, in such measure he must rejoice in his sufferings. [The Pulpit Commentary: 1 Peter. 2004 (H. D. M. Spence-Jones, Ed.) (174). Bellingham, WA]
12.  Joy in suffering is a down-payment toward the great joy of the redeemed at the revelation of that eternal glory we can only see in time now as through a glass darkly.  

13.  Christ’s suffering was unique, so will never suffer in the exact same way He did. But we share the same type of suffering He did which is undeserved.

14. you may rejoice;  CHARIOMAI  v. aps; to be glad, to rejoice, to be happy. Doctrine is the link that joins undeserved suffering and rejoicing together. The passive voice means that we receive this +Happiness by grace; we do not earn or deserve it.  The subjunctive mood means that rejoicing depends on whether or not the believer has doctrine and is using it.

15.  Inner happiness based on doctrine sustains the believer during any pressure or disaster in this life. 

Philippians 4:4  -  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

16.  at the revelation of His  [Christ’s]  glory. . . When will this revelation take place?  When Jesus Christ returns to earth at the 2nd Advent in all His glory, we will return with Him and those who received decorations and rewards at the JSC will share in His glory.
Revelation 19:12-14  -  And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.

Zechariah 14:5  -  . . . Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!

Jude 1:14-15  -  And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones,  15)  to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds . . .

LESSON  # 130   (8-23-07)   
1 Peter 4:14

 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

1.  Peter no doubt had Matt. 5:11 in mind when he wrote this verse, Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.

2.  If you are reviled  is a first class conditional clause meaning, if and it is true. These believers were being reviled for the name of Christ.  ONEIDIZO  v. ppi; to insult, denounce, revile, reproach.    

3.  you are blessed;   We must always remember that undeserved suffering brings glory to God and great happiness to us.  2 Thes. 2:4-7 elaborates on this principle.

4.  the Spirit of glory and of God,  is a title for God the Holy Spirit whose ministry is to glorify Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4:15-16

By no means let any of you suffer   [deserved]  as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;  16) but if anyone suffers   [undeserved]   as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.

1.  Peter was expanding on what he had already said in 3:17.  Now, he is stressing how persecution is no excuse for lawlessness.  He is making a distinction between deserved and undeserved suffering. The issue in verse 15 is deserved suffering and in verse 16, undeserved suffering.

2.  Four sins are mentioned in particular that believers should avoid:

1)  Murder,  PHONEUS  s). God hates murder, and it is the only overt sin mentioned in the Prov. 6:17  list of sins God hates the most. The Greek word for kill is APOKTEINO  (
2) Theft,  KLEPTES (s);  It was tempting for some to steel from others when their property was stolen.

3) Evildoer,  KAKOPOIOS  (s), evil, criminal, pernicious, wrongdoer.

4)  Troublesome meddler,  ALLOTRIEPISCOPOS  s),  busybody, one who interferes in another’s affairs, troublemaker. The first half of the word, means to belong to another. EpiskopoS means to be an inspector or a watcher. So it means to be an inspector or a watcher of someone who belongs to someone else. That is the way it started. Finally, it came to be a word meaning one who meddles in the affairs of others.

3.  Verse 16  starts with the conjunction of contrast DE  (translated “but”.  Then we have a 1st class conditional clause indicating 

that there were Christians experiencing undeserved suffering.

4.  Christian only occurs two times in the NT, here and in Acts 26:28.  The plural form is used once in Acts 11:26.  The word means a follower of Christ. Christians were usually referred to as saints, believers, or disciples.

5.  We must be careful who we consider to be Christians because many who have rejected the gospel call themselves Christians:


Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholics, as well as millions of church-goers who deny “FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE”. 

6.  We should not be ashamed when we experience undeserved suffering. It comes in various areas such as health, jobs, finances, reputation, government, relationships, accidents, natural disasters like fires, famines, and floods, wars, crime . . .

7.  Sometimes, people are ashamed when their children are taken from them by the CPS, Child Protection Services, or when they are sued or arrested and put in jail. But many times this falls under the category of undeserved suffering. Innocent people are sued, put in jail, and have their children taken away from them all the time.

8.  We should not judge others when these things happen because we usually don’t know all the facts and should give people the benefit of the doubt. Most of the disciples were unjustly arrested and thrown into jail. 

9.  but in that name means on behalf of the person of Christ.

10.  let him glorify God; again we have the conjunction of contrast translated “but”.  Rather than being ashamed for experiencing undeserved suffering, we are commanded to glorify God. The question is, “How do we do that?”  We do it by Faith-Resting, trusting in God and His grace provision to see us through difficulties.  

LESSON  # 131   (8-28-07)   
11.  Most people think that a believer must work and hustle for Christ in order to glorify God. Not so! God is glorified because He does all the work. The battle is the Lord’s, not ours.  When we rely on His grace solutions, we are blessed and He is glorified.  So it is not what we do, but what perfect thing God does about it that matters.  

12.  We are responsible to produce good works meaning Divine Good, but this is God working through us in order to accomplish those things pleasing in His sight. He is only impressed with what He Himself can do. It is always absolutely perfect.

1 Peter 4:17

For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

1.  This is a warning to both believers and unbelievers. Believers who commit sins like the ones in vs. 15 will be judged and receive divine discipline; unbelievers who reject the gospel will be judged for their unbelief and be condemned to the Lake of Fire.  

2.  There is a big difference between divine discipline and condemnation. Believers receive divine discipline, but they will never be condemned, Rom. 8:1.
3.  The idea is, if God will not withhold judgment from His own children who have accepted His grace provision of the cross, then He certainly will not withhold eternal judgment from those who are not His children because they rejected His grace provision of the cross.

4.  While all of the points above are true and valid, the exegesis of this verse is saying something different.

5.  For it is time; The word most often used for “time” is KRONOS  s), but here the word here is KAIROS (s).  

Zodhiates, S. (2000, c1992, c1993). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.) (G2540). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.  2540. (καιρός) kairós; gen. kairoú, masc. noun; season, opportune time. It is not merely a succession of minutes which would be chrónos (5550), but a period of opportunity, though not necessity. There is really no English equivalent to the word kairós, appropriate or opportune time, which when used in the plural with chrónoi, times, is translated as “seasons,” times at which certain foreordained events take place. Fit time, proper season. 
6.  The season or time of opportunity refers to the time from when one believes in Jesus Christ to the end of his life.  We call it “Phase 2”

7.  for judgment;  Judgment can be from others or it can be self-judgment.  Self-judgment is Rebound.  

1 Cor. 11:31  -  But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.

8.  to begin;  ARCHOMAI  inf. am;  The aorist tense refers to the point in time when believers Rebound, and the middle voice means that the believers produced the action, Rebound, and were benefited by it.

9.  with;  APO (a preposition in the genitive of source; should be translated “from”.  It was time for believers from the household of God, the Church, to judge themselves, Rebound. 

10.  with the household of God,  refers to the Church.  1 Timothy 3:15  -  . . . the household of God, which is the church of the living God. . . 

11.  and if it begins with us first  is a 1st class conditional clause presumed to be true.

12.  what will be the outcome,  [telos, the end, conclusion]  for those who do not obey the gospel of God?   APEITHEO  part. pa, disobedient, unwilling to be persuaded, unbelieving.   

We are commanded to believe the gospel,  2 Thes. 1:6-8, 1 John 3:23.

13.  God has given believers the opportunity to humble themselves by acknowledging their sins to Him. He then immediately forgives their sins.  Unbelievers reject the gospel and never humble themselves by acknowledging that the only way to be saved is by faith alone in Christ alone.  Therefore, their sins are not forgiven and they will be separated from God for all eternity in the Lake of Fire.

1 Peter 4:18

And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?

1.  Verse 14 deals with the undeserved suffering of the believer.

Verse 15 deals with deserved suffering of the believer.

Verse 16 deals with undeserved suffering of the believer.

Verse 17 deals with what the believer should do about deserved suffering compared to the deserved suffering for the unbeliever.

Verse 18 deals with believers overcoming disciplinary, earthly judgment, and unbelievers, eternal judgment.

Verse 19 deals with believers enduring undeserved suffering.
2. Peter is not teaching eternal salvation earned through personal trials or works, but he wants believers to know they are not exempt from temporal disciplinary judgments which are the natural consequences of sin.

3.  Peter was quoting the Septuagint version of the O.T.,  Prov. 11:31.

4.  And if; This is a 1st class conditional clause with the presumption that what is said is true.  

5.  The righteous does not refer to people who live a perfectly righteous life, but to believers who have received the imputed righteousness of God at salvation,  Rom. 3:22, 4:5-6, 2 Cor. 5:21.  

6.  It is with difficulty that the righteous is saved;   MOLIS  s) adv.; scarcely, rarely, with difficulty. This is saying it is difficult or rare when a believer with the imputed righteousness of God is saved.

7.  Saved,  SOZO v.  ppa; to save, rescue, or deliver. This is not referring to eternal salvation, but to deliverance from a useless, miserable life that includes the wrath of God coming in the form of divine discipline.
8.  What will become of the godless man and the sinner?  The question deals with unbelievers; “godless men” is a technical term for unbelievers, and “the sinner” refers to those who have committed the unpardonable sin of rejecting the gospel..

9.  We have already studied in detail what will become of them; they will be judged at the Great White Throne and tossed into the Lake of Fire, Rev. 20:12-15.

LESSON  # 132   (8-30-07)   
1 Peter 4:19

 Therefore, let those also who  [keep on]  suffering according to the will of God  [keep on]  entrusting their souls to a faithful Creator  [keeping on]  doing what is right.  

1.  Therefore , with all these things in mind.

2.  Let those also who suffer according to the will of God;  Suffering according to the will of God was already mentioned in 3:17 and 4:2.  Suffer,  PASCHO  (part. pa.  Notice that it is in the present tense and means that suffering does not only happen in a point of time but may sometimes last over an extended period of time.  

3.  The suffering that is according to the will of God is of course speaking of undeserved suffering, not punitive suffering.

4. entrust their souls, PARATITHEMAI  v. pam; a commercial, technical term for giving something to someone in trust for safekeeping; to commit, deposit, or entrust. Our example is always the Lord Jesus Christ:


1 Peter 2:23  -  and while being reviled, He  [J.C.]  did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

5.  What are the practical aspects of entrusting our souls to God during suffering?
1) Believing our undeserved suffering has a purpose: Our blessing and God’s glory, 1 Pet. 3:14, 4:16.
2) Believing God knows about our suffering and will see us through it, James 5:11, 2 Pet. 2:9.

3) Believing God will not allow us to suffer more than we can bear, 1 Cor. 10:13. 

4) Believing God will reward those who suffer for the sake of Christ, Rom. 8:17, 2 Tim. 1:12, 2:12.

6.  What are the practical aspects of not entrusting our souls to God during suffering?

1) Anger, bitterness, and complaining rule the day.

2) Fear and frustration take over the soul.

3) A desperate search for human solutions is sought.

4) Blame is placed on anyone or everyone but never on self.

7.  to a faithful Creator  is God the Father who delegated the creation work to Jesus Christ, called “Faithful and True” in Rev. 19:11.

8.  in doing what is right;  AGATHOPOIIA  n. dsf.  Doing what is right; good works. Of course, this refers to Divine Good.  We are to continue to produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit or Divine Good even while suffering.  
LESSON  # 133   (9-4-07)   
PREREQUISITES  TO  HANDLING  UNDESERVED  SUFFERING

1.  Be born again by believing the gospel

2.  Learn how to deal with post-salvation sins: Rebound, Top & Bottom Circles
3.  Become grace-oriented. Understand the Grace Pipeline
4.  Learn the different types of Grace  

(1) Common Grace

(4.) Super Grace
(2) Efficacious Grace

(5.) Dying Grace

(3) Logistical Grace

(6.) Surpassing Grace

5.  Recognize the categories of Super Grace Blessings / Blessings In Time / Escrow Blessings
(1) Spiritual Blessings

(4.) Undeserved Suffering
(2) Temporal Blessings
(5.) Historical Blessings

(3) Blessings By Association
(6.) Dying Blessings / Dying Grace

6. Understand that these are the bare-bones provisions for handling undeserved suffering. 

7. Many other doctrines help us successfully deal with undeserved suffering: 

(1) Operation Z

(5.)  Plan of God:  7 Imputations

(2) The Divine Domain

(6.)  Dispensations,  Eschatology

(3) Faith-Rest


(7.)  Personal Sense of Eternal Destiny 

(4)   Essence of God

(8.)  Personal & Impersonal / Unconditional Love

LESSON  # 134   (9-6-07)   
UNDESERVED  SUFFERING  means “Greater Grace” for the mature believer, Ja.4:6.
1.  At first glance, it appears Undeserved Suffering should not be included in the list of Super Grace Blessings. However, even in the secular world, there is a Latin saying, “Misfortune does not always come to injure.”  
2.  The first thing we must realize is that both prosperity and undeserved suffering are blessings that come down to us through the Grace Pipeline from the Justice of God.  Blessings come from varying circumstances; some pleasant, some painful.

3.  Under pleasant circumstances, we naturally focus our attention on our present blessings, whereas, painful circumstances forces us to look beyond the present towards tremendous future riches and privileges in store for us in the next stage of God’s plan. He definitely did not design Undeserved Suffering to crack or destroy the believer, 1 Cor. 10:13, Heb.13:5, Psa. 55:22
4.  Undeserved Suffering is the ignition system that cranks up our confident anticipation in eternal blessings and rewards. “The first fruits from the Spirit” mentioned in Rom. 8:23, refers to Blessings in Time given to mature believers, including Undeserved Suffering.


Romans 8:22-23  - For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers  [Undeserved Suffering]  the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves  [mature believers],  having the first fruits of the Spirit   [6 categories of Blessings in Time],  even we ourselves groan within ourselves  [due to Undeserved Suffering],  waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
5.  The words “first fruits” suggest that something more will follow. Blessings in Time, Phase 2, are just a preview and a down-payment on blessings we receive for all eternity, Phase 3, 

6. 
A principle is relevant here called a fortiori, a Latin phrase meaning “with greater reason”.  

a.  If God could save us while we were His enemies, it stands to reason, a fortiori, that He can do an easier thing blessing us in time now that we are His children. 

b. If God can give us Blessings in Time now while we are in the devil’s world with our OSNs,  it stands to reason, a fortiori, that He can do the easier thing which is to bless us in the perfect environment of heaven when we have no OSNs.

c. So SG blessings on earth guarantee the reality of blessings in eternity. SG blessings give mature believers their first taste of what is to come in eternity.

7.  Undeserved Suffering demonstrates that no circumstance in life is greater than God’s plan of grace and that the power of God is greater than the ruler of this world. How is that power manifested?  Through our application of bible doctrine. That’s what sustains us while under pressure.

8.  Satan cannot accuse God of buying our love and devotion with blessings, prosperity, and pleasant circumstances. Nor can he allege that believers praise God because they have it so easy. God is glorified when believers utilize His gracious provisions and stand secure, loyal, and happy even while suffering undeservedly.  

9.  Satan would love to see us fall apart and curse God under pressure, but God’s plan calls for just the opposite. Hardships, pain, and suffering force us to draw upon the inner resources of doctrine. This accelerates our spiritual growth. Satan gnashes his teeth when Jesus Christ wins yet another tactical victory in the Angelic Conflict.

10.  God graciously uses us to glorify Himself. God is glorified in blessing us right under the devil’s nose, and Satan can’t do a thing about it. Since Blessings in Time are parlayed into blessings in eternity, our use of grace now to grow to spiritual maturity will glorify God forever as the Angelic Conflict becomes a distant memory.

11.  Anticipation of blessings in eternity motivates the mature believer to be more persistent in His pursuit of full knowledge of the Word. This is what prepares him to face maximum suffering without flinching. This is the closest anyone on earth can possibly come to experiencing the mental dynamics of heaven where there will be no pain or suffering.  Psalm 112 is wonderful, especially verse 7.
12.  Life has periods of highs and lows like a roller-coaster. Periods of affliction makes the periods of prosperity more wonderful by contrast. We would have a tendency to become bored or to lose our appreciation for prosperity if there were no hard times to compare them to.

13.  Surrounded with nothing but luxury and faced with no challenges to apply doctrine, we might grow fat, sloppy spiritually, accustomed to prosperity, and forgetful of where we are and where we are going.

14.  God uses Undeserved Suffering to:

1) Prove His sufficiency


4)  Bless the believer through contrast

2) Test the believer’s perspective
5)  Defeat Satan 

3) Accelerate spiritual growth 

6)  Glorify Himself

15.  Undeserved Suffering plus recall of Bible doctrine converts the potential of eternal rewards into the hope / eager anticipation of those rewards.

Romans 8:18  -   For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
16.  Undeserved suffering depletes our human resources, confronts us with our total dependence, and challenges us to utilize the grace assets God has given us.

17.  We must suffer to see that doctrine works even while under pressure, only then can we experience the reality of
Psa. 46:1 -  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

18.  Positive volition is more than a passive interest in God; it is an aggressive desire, SPOUDAZO, an eagerness or hunger to know God and to please Him by fulfilling His plan for us.  

19.  This means taking the offensive, learning and then applying spiritual solutions to mental and physical problems. Bible doctrine is spiritual nourishment, undeserved suffering is spiritual exercise.  As a result of using His provision of spiritual assets, our love for Him grows stronger and our spiritual growth is accelerated. 

20.  God has given every believer what it takes to handle his own problems from the doctrine in his own soul, rather than running around whining and complaining to others or seeking spiritual counseling.  We can get to the point where we view difficulties as opportunities to apply doctrine.

LESSON  # 135   (9-11-07)   
21.   We can get to the point where we count it all joy when we encounter various trials. However, no one can do that unless he has advanced to spiritual adulthood recognizing that undeserved suffering is for our good and God’s glory.

22.   If undeserved suffering is for our good, our blessing, why should we dread it or ask for God to remove it?   

a.  One of the most normal things we do as humans is try to stop the pain. We fight the discomfort of being injured or sick, don’t like to suffer, and will do nearly anything to avoid it or end it.

b.  However, God has designed pain to be a useful tool.  Pain has a purpose.

(1)   Our bodies use pain in order to alert us there’s a problem needing our attention.
(2)   Parents utilize pain in order to correct their children. Punishment may be mental or corporal. 
(3)   God uses pain in the same way, to discipline us, but he uses it in another, very important way also.
(4)   He uses pain in undeserved suffering to remind us of our weakness and His power.
(5)   While Satan uses pain and adversity to break us down and turn us against God, our wonderful God uses pain and adversity to build us up and draw us closer to Him.
(6)   In fact, God uses our undeserved suffering to bring glory to Himself and to happinesses to us.
(7)   Only our omnipotent God has the power to turn suffering into blessing and to cause all things to work together for Divine Good for those who love Him. Gen. 50:20  -  you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good . . .
a.  The apostle Paul lost his doctrinal perspective temporarily and asked the Lord to remove intense pain he was experiencing three times.  

2 Corinthians 12:7-8   -  And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, to keep me from exalting myself!  8) Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.
b..  Paul asked the Lord to end the very thing that was not only necessary, but very beneficial to him.  Since the Lord did not end or reduce the suffering one bit, what was the solution to his problem?  He needed to recall the doctrine he had learned.


2 Corinthians 12:9  -  And He has said to me  [Paul remembers doctrine], "My grace is sufficient for you, for  [My]  power is perfected in  [your]  weakness."

c.  The next thing Paul did was to come to a doctrinal conclusion by taking the doctrine he’d learned, and applying it to his circumstances. This resolved his problem.


2 Corinthians 12:10  -  Therefore I am well content in weaknesses, with insults  [people testing],  with distresses  [thought testing],  with persecutions  [system testing],  with difficulties  [disaster testing], for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

23.  Most people think happiness and success depend on good health, financial prosperity, stable relationships, a good job, recognition . . . in other words, pleasant and favorable circumstances. They are wrong!  It’s true God may bless the spiritually maturing believer with some or all of these things, but they are never the basis happiness and success.

24.  Whether we’ll be happy or successful in life has nothing to do with the things listed above. Our happiness and success is directly related to our relationship with our Maker, not our circumstances. That’s why we can be more successful and happy in times of undeserved suffering than at any other time.

25.  When pain is intense, the outlook is gloomy, and there’s no solution in sight, we can be the strongest. How? Because we know God is near and will not forsake us, we know His purpose is to bless us, we know He will not allow pressure to become stronger than we can bear, we know He will be glorified by what He will do through us, we know His grace is sufficient, and we know we will be rewarded for holding fast, not losing our faith in our phenomenal God. 

26.  Certainly God is glorified by prospering believers with Super Grace blessings, but we must remember, He is also glorified when believers patiently endure Undeserved Suffering and it seems it is the only blessing they’ve got at the time. 

LESSON  # 136   (9-18-07)  and

LESSON  # 137   (9-20-07)   

Click here for VISUALS:   
IMPUTATIONS,  PLAN OF GOD

THE PLAN OF GOD:   X + Y + Z

(The following notes are from a previous series for you to read and study later.)

7 IMPUTATIONS
#1  IMPUTATION  OF SOUL LIFE   (REAL)

1. At the moment of birth, God imputes soul life called the “spark of life” [Heb. NESHAMMAH].  Its target is biological life when it emerges from the womb.

a)  Isaiah 43:7 -  …everyone who is called by my name, whom I created   [Heb. BARA,  to create something out of nothing, referring to the human soul]  for my glory, whom I formed and made   [Heb. ASAH,  to build out of something already existing, referring here to biological life or the human body] 
b) Job 33:4    -  The spirit of God has made  [ASAH, made out of existing material]   me  [biological life] and the breath  [NESHAMAH, life force]  of the Almighty has given me  [soul]  life.
c) Psalm 100:3  -  Know ye that the Lord He is God, it is He who has made us and not we ourselves…
2. Since God gave us life, we have can only conclude that He has a plan for our lives.

#2   IMPUTATION OF ADAM’S ORIGINAL SIN   (REAL)

1.  The Old Sin Nature originated from the original sin of Adam. It is passed down genetically. The condemnation for Adam’s original sin is then imputed to the genetically formed Old Sin Nature passed down by the male, Rom. 5:12.

2. The OSN is transmitted through the twenty-three male chromosomes in the sperm which fertilizes the female ovum, generally during copulation. Sperm is contaminated with the OSN. The female egg is the only uncontaminated cell in existence.
3. The Holy Spirit provided twenty‑three perfect, uncontaminated male chromosomes to combine with Mary’s perfect egg; without this there could be no salvation. 

4. Just as Adam was created perfect, so Christ was born perfect. That is why He is called the “Last Adam” in I Cor. 15:45. Like the first Adam, He was trichotomous. He had a body, soul, and a human spirit, while we are born dichotomous, spiritually dead, with only a body and a soul. When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior, we are born again. We receive a human spirit.
5. The imputation of Adam's original sin at birth is the basis for condemnation resulting in spiritual death, Rom. 5:12‑21. Our personal sins are not the basis of our condemnation. Adam, federal head of the human race, got us all in trouble!
6. No one is condemned on the basis of personal sins.
#3    IMPUTATION OF PERSONAL SINS TO CHRIST ON THE CROSS   (JUDICIAL)
1.  All personal sins of every person were imputed to Jesus Christ on the cross and were judged. Christ was not a home or target for them because He was perfect in His humanity. There was no affinity between Christ and our sins.
2.  Because God the Father judicially imputed our sins to Christ means no one ever goes to hell because of his sins. Christ paid for them on the cross.
2 Cor. 5:21   -  For he has made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Rom.5:8   -  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom. 5:10  -  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.

Gal .3:13  -  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’

Isa .53:6  -  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his  

own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Heb.2:9  -  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

#4   IMPUTATION OF +R,  GOD’S PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS    (JUDCIAL)

1.  God does not lower His perfect standards for anyone, so the moment we believed in Jesus Christ, He imputed His own perfect Righteousness to us who had no + R.

2.  God’s +R in us is the target for fantastic blessings which flow through a “Grace Pipeline.”

2 Cor. 5:21  -  He [Father] made Him [Son] who knew no sin to be made sin on our behalf, that we  might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Rom. 4:5  -  But to him that works not, but believes on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

Gen.15:6  - Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
Rom .9:30-32  -  What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. 

#5    IMPUTATION OF ETERNAL LIFE   (REAL)

1.  Eternal life is imputed on the basis of faith in Jesus Christ.  The home or target is our human spirit created by the Holy Spirit the instant we believed.  This is called regeneration. 

2.  The imputation of soul life is irrevocable as well as the imputation of eternal life.      
1 Jn.5:11‑12  -  In fact, this is the deposition, God has given to us eternal life; In fact, this life is resident in His Son.  He who has the Son has life [eternal life], He who does not have the Son does not have life.  Jn 3:16,36, 6:47, 20:31
John 3:16  -  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:36 - He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and he that believes not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.

#6    IMPUTATION OF SUPER GRACE BLESSINGS IN TIME   (REAL)
1.  Believers do not receive Super Grace blessings until they gain the capacity to receive them without being knocked off course from their number one priority which is the intake of Bible doctrine. 

2.  Super Grace blessings in time are called “greater grace” in James 45:6 - But he gives a greater grace. That is why Scripture says: God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.


3. In eternity past, God placed blessings on deposit in escrow until we gain capacity to truly appreciate them in time.

Eph. 1:3-4  -  Worthy of praise, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. 

4.  Super Grace blessings and escrow blessings are one and the same. They are described in:

Eph. 3:20  -  Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to His power that works in us.
5.  Every believer receives Logistical grace based on the +R that is imputed at salvation. Some believers receive Super Grace blessings in time based on the capacity they develop from the consistent intake of Bible doctrine.

#7    IMPUTATION OF SURPASSING  GRACE BLESSINGS IN ETERNITY     (REAL)
1.  Once a believer reaches spiritual maturity and starts to receive Super Grace blessings in time, he must maintain his spiritual momentum through learning doctrine.  Remember, there is no NEUTRAL gear in our spiritual transmission, so no one can coast.

      

Qui  Non  Proficit  Deficit

 

He who does not go forward, goes backward. (Latin phrase)
2. Every believer must give an account at the Judgment Seat of Christ as to how he spent his time on earth after salvation, Rom. 14:12, I Cor. 3:13-15, II Cor. 5:10.   Believers who maintain their spiritual momentum are winners and will be rewarded with crowns, decorations, privileges, and honors that last for all eternity.    

3.  Those who receive blessings in time and become distracted away from their aggressive pursuit of knowledge, love of, and relationship with God, will experience temporary embarrassment that losers who never reach spiritual maturity will face at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

4.  Super Grace blessings in time are so fantastic, but there is only one problem, they are temporary!  The Surpassing Grace blessings of eternity will last forever.

5.  The great news is that we don’t have to depend on our own power or wisdom to pass tests, to stand firm for the faith, or to reach and keep the spiritual high ground of pleroma:
Eph. 4:13b -  .  .  . until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness [pleroma] of Christ.

II Cor. 4:16  -  Therefore, we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Romans 16:25   -   Now to Him who is able to establish

you  [to make you able to stand] according to my gospel . . .

Jude 1:24-25  -  Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever more. Amen.

6.  All believers will be faultless in heaven because they will not have old sin natures, but only winner believers will receive surpassing grace blessings which include being presented to God the Father by Jesus Christ Himself !  Surpassing Grace blessings are mentioned in the second and third chapters of Revelation. 

Heb.10:35-36  -  Do not
[B.D. & the advance to the adult spiritual life]

throw away your confidence; 
it will be richly rewarded       
[Super Grace Blessings in Time & Surpassing Grace Blessings in eternity]                                                   
You need to persevere           
[in learning and applying doctrine]

So that when you have      
[fulfilled the conditions of the escrow agreement]
You will receive what      
[Escrow blessings in time and in eternity]

He has promised                              
Book of Works





Book of Life





Unbelievers will be judged by these at the Great White Throne. Rev. 20:12





Name entered on the  basis of being born again, it’s never erased.   Rev 13:8, 17:8, 21:27





Name entered at birth, erased at death if not born again, Phil. 4:3, Psa. 69:28,  Rev. 3:5, 20:12 & 15.





Lambs Book Of Life





keep on rejoicing;    CHAIRO  (v. pam,  to be glad, happy, to rejoice.  So in verse 12, we are command-ed to “stop being surprised “ when we suffer.  Then we have the conjunction of contrast “but”, then we have another command to keep on rejoicing when are experiencing undeserved suffering.  





The question is, “How do we obey these commands?”  By learning doctrines such as Rebound, Filling of the Holy Spirit, Faith-Rest, Logistical Grace, Super Grace, Essence of God, Plan of God, Grace Pipeline, Personal Sense of Destiny, the Divine Domain, etc.








