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1ST THESSALONIANS 

CHAPTER 5

LESSON #54  (8-3-10)

1 Thessalonians 5:1  

Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  2) For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

Paul has taken care of the issue of believers who had died and what will happen to them when He returns. Now he will address the issue of those who are left behind. 

“Paul began verse 1 with a significant combination of two Greek words back to back [PERI DE]. In every other instance, when Paul placed this combination at the beginning of a statement, it was to introduce a new subject. [Also] the second word in this combination, de, even by itself has the essential significance of introducing a new subject.”  Showers, R. E. (1995). Maranatha Our Lord, Come! (2). Bellmawr, New Jersey: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc.
Paul did his job well, so he didn’t have to go into the times and epochs because he had already taught them about the day of the Lord but they lacked certain information about the Rapture. The implication is that the Rapture event is not part of the subject of the Day of the Lord.

Now as to the times . . . CHRONOS  sn. gpm;

“This word perceives time quantitatively as a period measured by the succession of objects and events and denotes the passing of moments.”   Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed.
This word refers to an extended period of time that includes more than one dispensation. One example of this is the phrase, the times of the Gentiles. This is a period of time, very broad in scope, when the Gentiles have dominion over Jerusalem. It started with the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity and will terminate at the 2nd Advent of Christ. This phrase is not referring to a dispensation.

Luke 21:23-24 . . . Woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people,  24) and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Another example is the Day of the Lord which spans more than one dispensation.

. . . and the epochs . . . KAIROS  sn. gpm;  refers to a specific period of time; an appointed time, set time, or certain season; equivalent to a fixed and definite time or season. It is referring to dispensations or a specific time frame within itself such as a dispensation.
God has a definite plan for the nations of the world.  History is His Story. 

(ESV)) Acts 17:26 . . . And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,

. . .you have no need of anything to be written to you . . . It wasn’t necessary for Paul to teach them about dispensations or the Day of the Lord because he had already done so. The first things necessary in Operation Light is historical orientation, an understanding of dispensations. If you at least understand to some extent the various dispensations and periods of time, and as a result you understand the divine institutions, the difference between Israel and the Church, and the respon-sibility of believers in this day, then you are moving right along and are able to orient and become productive as a believer. 
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Verse 2,  For you yourselves are fully aware  (v. rai)  that the day of the Lord . . . 

“The day of the Lord is a future period of time in which God will be at work in world affairs more directly and dramatically than He has been since the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a time referred to by many Old Testament prophets (e.g., Isa. 13:9-11; Joel 2:28-32; Zeph. 1:14-18; 3:14-15). As these and other Old Testament verses indicate, the day of the Lord will include both judgment and blessing. That day begins immediately after the Rapture of the church and ends with the conclusion of the Millennium.”  John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary
BSac 91:362 (Apr 34) p. 134-154  Lewis Sperry Chafer

“The great events predicted for the close of the present age include the Day of Christ when the Church will be taken to be forever with the Lord-some by resurrection and some by translation (1 Cor 15:35–53; 1 Thess 4:13–17), and the Day of the Lord when Israel will be re-gathered, judged, and privileged to experience the fulfillment of all her earthly covenants in the land which has been given to her by the oath of Jehovah . . .” 
. . . will come like a thief in the night . . . People will be caught off guard and not be expecting it when the Day of the Lord comes just as people are caught off guard when a thief comes.

THE  DAY  OF  THE  LORD
1. God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them for His own purpose, Rev. 4:11. So God owns and rules the heavenly and earthly realms, Acts 17:24, 1 Tim. 1:17, Rev. 5:13.  He gave Adam dominion or stewardship over the earth. Gen. 1:26, 28, Psa. 8:3-9.  When Adam sinned, Satan usurped the right to rule planet earth, and the world system has been under his control ever since, Luke 4:5-6, John 14:30, 1 John 5:19.  

God has intervened periodically throughout history in order to achieve His divine purpose, however, God will drop the hammer on the unbelievers left on earth after the Rapture with unprecedented and concentrated judgment called “the Day of the Lord” and will eject both Satan and unbelievers off planet earth to bring an end to their rule over the world system, Rev. 6-19. 

This will be the first phase of the Day of the Lord. 

The second phase will be a period of divine dominion over the world system where God’s theocratic Kingdom will be restored by the Second Adam, Zech. 14:1-9, 1 Cor. 15:45, 47, Rev. 20:1-6. It will demonstrate that God is sovereign over the universe.

2. The Day of the Lord can be viewed in a broad sense that has its beginning at the 2nd Seal of Rev. 6:3-4 and its ending at the end of the Millennium. And it can be viewed in a narrow sense to the actual Day of Christ returning to the earth at the 2nd Advent, Joel 3:9-16, Zech. 14:1-5.  

LESSON #54  (8-5-10)

3. The Day of the Lord has both aspects of darkness and judgment as well as light and blessing.
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4. The word “day” in Genesis has both a broad sense, 24 hr. day, and a narrow sense, just part of a 24 hr. day.  The evening and the morning were the first day or 24 hrs.  Where we read . . . And God called the light, “day”. . . it means only part of a 24 hr. day.

5. The broad Day of the Lord will not include the Rapture of the Church but it will include the 2nd Advent of Christ; therefore the Rapture must be a separate event from the 2nd Advent. There will be a period of time between the Rapture and the beginning of the broad Day of the Lord.

6. Paul describes the beginning of the Day of the Lord:

a) He said the broad Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night, suddenly, unexpectedly, when the victims are unprepared, I Thess.5:2-3.  The unsaved will be given no forewarning of the coming of the broad Day of the Lord. This rules out the possibility of any seals of Revelation as being forewarnings of the beginning of the broad Day. 

For example, it rules out the 6th Seal in Rev. 6:12-14 that will cause great cosmic disturbances and major earthquake causing people to flee to the mountains in terror, Rev. 6:15-17. 

In light of this reaction, if the disturbances of the 6th Seal were a precursor to the Day of the Lord, the unsaved thereby would be given a graphic forewarning of its coming and would not be caught by surprise when it comes. Thus, the Day of the Lord would not come unexpectedly like a thief in the night.

b) Paul stated that the broad Day of the Lord will begin at the same time the unsaved will claim they have established a state of “Peace and safety” in the world, I Thess.5:3. George Milligan asserted that the tense and mood of the verb translated “shall say,” together with the word translated “when” in the statement “when they shall say, peace and safety,” indicate “coincidence of time in the events spoken of: It is ‘at the very moment when they are saying.’” Showers, R. E. (1995). Maranatha Our Lord, Come! (2). Bellmawr, New Jersey: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc.
Peace will be removed from the earth when the 2nd Seal is broken, Rev. 6:3-4. A study of Revelation 6-19 clearly indicates that there will be no peace or safety for the unsaved from the time of the 2nd Seal through the 2nd Advent immediately after the Great Tribulation.  

      Rev. 6:1-2, Antichrist will attempt to counterfeit Christ bringing peace to the world when he comes riding a white horse and promising peace.  Ezekiel 34:23-30 says when God establishes His covenant of peace with Israel, the covenant will result in safety, peace with nations, and the elimination of harmful beasts and famine. By contrast, when the Antichrist establishes his covenant of peace with Israel, God will inflict the world with conditions opposite those brought by His covenant of peace, Rev. 6:3-8.      

  c) Paul asserted that the destruction at the start of the broad Day of the Lord will come just as suddenly as travail, literally “the birth pang”, comes upon a woman who is about to give birth, 1 Th. 5:3. Paul used the singular form of “birth pang” and placed the definite article “the” before it. This, together with his emphasis on how the Day of the Lord will start and the suddenness with which its destruction will come indicates that Paul was referring to the very first birth pang. It is a woman’s very first birth pang that comes suddenly at the start of the painful process of giving birth, not the later hard labor birth pangs. Thus, as we concluded earlier, Paul was teaching that the beginning of the broad Day of the Lord will be characterized by the very first birth pang. These points are covered in detail in R. E. Showers book, Maranatha Our Lord, Come! (2), (1995)  Bellmawr, New Jersey: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc.. 
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Birth pangs are a favorite metaphor for the tribulations God’s judgment will bring upon man. The beginning of birth pangs and the first four seals are the same thing. The world must go through seven years of birth pangs for the Messianic Age to be born into the world. 

     Jesus called the suffering described in Matt. 24:5-7 as “the beginning of birth pangs” in verse 8. This would suggest that the more severe birth pangs of hard labor would occur later after the Abomination of Desolation takes place. 
LESSON #56  (8-10-10)

Birth pangs in Matt.24  compared with the first five seals in Rev. 6:
              MATTHEW  24:5-9                              REVELATION 6:1-9
 1.)  False messiahs mislead many, v.5
1.)  1st Seal:  Rider on white horse, false messiah, v.2 

 2.)  Wars and rumors of wars, v.6-7

2.)  2nd Seal: Rider on red horse makes war, v.3-4
 3.)  Famines, v.7



3.)  3rd Seal:  Rider on black horse = famine, v.5-6
 4.)  Death, pestilences, earthquakes, v.7
4.)  4th Seal:  Rider on pale horse = death, v.7-8
 5.)  Believers hated and killed, v.9

5.)  5th Seal:  Believers martyred, v.9
There is a combination of four things that will exist when true peace and safety will be provided by our Lord:

1. God’s re-gathering of Israel to their homeland
2. A great world ruler
3. A new Temple in Jerusalem
4. A covenant of peace made with Israel
All these will exist at the 2nd Advent of Christ, but Satan will counterfeit the last three. Many will be fooled by believing antichrist is the legitimate ruler of the world and that he will keep his covenant with Israel.  
1 Thessalonians 5:3 

While they are saying, "Peace and safety!", then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

While they are saying . . . “Note that Paul did not include himself and his readers with the group who would see the day of the Lord, as he did when describing the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:15, 17). Evidently they refers to those left behind at the Rapture, that is, non-Christians. They will be ignorantly expecting peace and safety, but instead destruction will come on them. This “destruction” (OLETHROS; cf. 2 Thes. 1:9) is not annihilation, but the breaking up of their peace and security through the outpouring of God’s wrath on earth in the Great Tribulation.”  John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary
No more can the world escape the coming wrath of God when it breaks out on the Day of the Lord than a pregnant woman can escape labor pains, Matt. 24:8.  

There are certain things that will precede the Day of the Lord that can be found in 2 Thess. 2.

They are the apostasy, the revealing of the antichrist, and the restraining influence on him.  

These things will occur after C.A. believers receive their resurrection bodies. These things are discernible, but the day that the Day of the Lord arrives is unpredictable.
Notice again that Paul uses the pronouns “they” and “them” rather than “we” and “us”. Neither Paul nor any other C.A. believer will experience this because they will already be raptured.
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. . . "Peace and safety!" . . .  There will be great turmoil for awhile after the Rapture, however the antichrist will calm everyone down with lies saying that he has everything under control and they have nothing to fear. He will be very charismatic and convincing. Israeli leaders will trust him and make a peace covenant with him that will supposedly last seven years. 

In the past, the spectacle of unscrupulous leaders saying, “peace, peace, but there is no peace”,  will be repeated by the antichrist at the beginning of the Tribulation on such a scale that the entire world will be deceived. 

Jeremiah 6:13-14 . . . For from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. 14) "And they have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace.

Those who believe the Day of the Lord occurs at the midpoint of the Tribulation have a hard time explaining how people will be saying, "Peace and safety!" after 3 1/2 years of wars, famine, and pestilence where 1/4 of the world’s population has been destroyed.

. . . then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; 

Isaiah 13:6-9 . . . Wail, for the day of the LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.  7) Therefore all hands will fall limp, and every man's heart will melt.  8) And they will be terrified, Pains and anguish will take hold of them; they will writhe like a woman in labor, They will look at one another in astonishment, their faces aflame.  9) Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; snd He will exterminate its sinners from it.

Matthew 24:7-8 . . . For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  8) "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.

Romans 8:22 . . . For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

A thief in the night and birth pangs have the same thing in common; they come unexpectedly. After the chaos subsides that was created from the wake of the Rapture, the world will be full of unbelievers who will celebrate any news that things are getting back to normal. They will believe that security is possible because of the antichrist’s promises that everything is under control and when they see the stock market recovering.

. . . and they shall not escape . . . OU ME         When these two particles are joined together, they form the strongest negative possible. It will be impossible for anyone to escape. This is an ominous warning to unbelievers. Any person who has not believed in Jesus Christ before the Rapture takes place will be left behind to experience the birth pangs of the Day of the Lord.
Noah preached to the unbelievers of his day for 120 years about the coming judgment by flood, but they did not heed the warning and were totally surprised when the first rain ever came and the water started rising. 

Matthew 24:37-39 . . . For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  38) For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

LESSON #57  (8-12-10) 
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1 Thessalonians 5:4-6  

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief;  5) for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.

 But you, brethren . . . Now a word of contrast is used to indicate that Paul is no longer referring to unbelievers who will experience the Day of the Lord. He is now referring to the brethren, believers, sons of light, who will not be surprised by that day because they will be with the Lord.
Knowing that the Lord has made provision through the Rapture to deliver C.A. believers from that horrible day is a great comfort and encouragement to us. 

. . . are not in darkness . . .  EIMI v. pai. 

Jesus Christ sent the Apostle Paul:

Acts 26:18 . . . to open their [unbeliever’s] eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins [by believing the gospel] and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

John 8:12 . . . Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."

Colossians 1:13-14 . . . For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14) in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Ephesians 5:8 . . . for you were formerly darkness [unbelievers], but now you are light in the Lord  [believers]; walk as children of light

Amos 5:18-20 . . . Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, For what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light;  19) As when a man flees from a lion, And a bear meets him, Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall, And a snake bites him.  20) Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, Even gloom with no brightness in it?

Darkness is the absence of light. Jesus calls Himself “the light of the world” in John 8:12. Believers are called “the light of the world”, Matt. 5:14.  The Tribulation phase of the Day of the Lord is called darkness because “the light of the world” both Christ and C.A. believers will be absent. 

This darkness does not refer to lack of knowledge in believers but to spiritual darkness as that of unbelievers.  

John 3:19-20 . . . And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  20) "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.

2 Peter 2:17 . . . These  [false teachers]  are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.

. . . that the day should overtake you like a thief . . .   The Rapture will end the day of grace and begin the Day of the Lord. It closes one day and opens another.  Paul was encouraging the Thessalonian believers not to worry, the Day of the Lord would not over take them like a thief. The simile used here, “like a thief”, connects this verse with verse 2 where the same simile is used.

In verse 2, Paul added the phrase, “in the night” to “like a thief”.  “Night” is a modifier that contributes to the sense of surprise at the thief’s coming. Night is darkness which describes the spiritual darkness of the unbelievers who will be caught by surprise.  
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“Paul did not apply the implication of the thief analogy to believers. They were, in fact, specifically excluded. The Lord’s coming will not be as a thief in the night for members of the church (v. 4). Believers expect it, though they do not know when the day will arrive.”  Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (159). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

So why could Paul tell the believers of Thessalonica that they would not be overcome by that Day of the Lord?  Because they were not in spiritual darkness like unbelievers. Paul called them sons of light, sons of the day, meaning they were believers, exempt from that day. 

Unbelievers do not believe Jesus Christ is coming back to earth either to take believers back with Him to heaven [the Rapture] or to judge the world of unbelievers for their stiff-necked rejection of Jesus Christ. They will be surprised when both events occur.

2 Peter 3:3-4 . . . Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4) and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.

Verse 5 . . . for you are all sons of light . . .  Paul did not mean believers would go through the Day of the Lord but that they would not be caught off guard when it comes because they were “sons of light”, a term that does not refer to the temporary filling of the Holy Spirit or of being spiritually alert. 

It is not experiential but positional for two reasons:

1) It says they were all sons of light. All C.A. believers are in Christ but they are not all in fellowship with God nor are they all spiritually alert. 

2) The Greek word for “sons” is HUIOS  sn.gpm; refers to adult sons. At times we may be experientially babies BREPHOS sbut positionally, we are all HUIOS, adult sons.

Sons of light are not identified with the darkness of the Day of the Lord or the unbelievers who will suffer through it because of their spiritual darkness.

John 12:36 . . . While you have the light, believe in the light, in order that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and He departed and hid Himself from them.

. . . and sons of day.  They are sons of the day of grace, the Church Age dispensation, not the sons of night which will characterize the last seven years of the Age of the Jews.

. . . We are not of night nor of darkness . . . God has called us out of darkness, 1 Peter 2:9, we are sons of the day; there would be no reason for Him to put us through the dark night of the Day of the Lord which is designed to punish unbelievers.  

Zephaniah 1:14-15 . . . Near is the great day of the LORD, Near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the LORD! In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  15) A day of wrath is that day, A day of trouble and distress, A day of destruction and desolation, A DAY OF DARKNESS and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness.

LESSON #58  (8-17-10)
Verse 6 . . . so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.
Now we get to the experiential part.  “so then”  could be translated, “with this in mind”.  Recognizing that believers are sons of day, sons of the Light of the world, then certainly we should behave accordingly. 

. . . let us not sleep . . . KATHEUDO  v. pas; This word can mean to sleep as when one goes to bed or it can mean to be asleep spiritually. Here it means to complacent, unalert spiritually. It is not used here as sleep in the sense of dying as in 1 Cor. 15:51, or 1 Thes. 4:15. 
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The Greek word used there is KOIMAO which means to lie down outstretched, to lie down to sleep. He is not referring to physical death.








Paul included himself in this admonition by using the personal pronoun “us”. 

Romans 13:11 . . . And this do, knowing the time  [KAIROS, Church Age]  that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation  [SOTERIA, deliverance, the rapture]  is nearer to us than when we believed.  
The need for alertness is because our salvation (ultimate or final salvation realized at the return of the Savior; cf. Rom. 8:23; Heb. 9:28; 1 Peter 1:5) is nearer now than when we first believed (cf. James 5:8). Each passing day in the faith brings final salvation and deliverance closer. 


John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:491.

Romans 13:12 . . . The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.

Paul considered the time of Christ’s return and the consummation of salvation for believers (v. 11) as the start of a new day. The present time, while Christ is absent and Satan is at work is described as the night, 2 Peter 1:19. Since “the day” is almost here, Paul urged his readers to put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. ibid 
Paul was expressing a sense of urgency because Jesus Christ could return at any moment:

James 5:8-9 . . . You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.

Philippians 4:5 . . . Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.

Heb. 10:25 . . . but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

Romans 8:23 . . . And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

1 Corinthians 1:7 . . . so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Titus 2:13 . . . looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.

Revelation 22:20 . . . He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

. . . I am coming . . . ERCHOMAI v. pdi. “The futuristic present tense denotes the fact that the Rapture has not yet occurred but is regarded as so certain it is regarded as already coming to pass. Hence, the futuristic present emphasizes the imminency of Rapture. The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine, the imminency of the Rapture.”      R.B. Theime Jr. Class Notes on Revelation
Quickly, TACHU  adj. asn; soon, quickly, momentarily, [as qualifying time without delay, right away, at once, soon]  Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament.    

“The point is that there is no [C.A.] doctrine to be fulfilled, no [C.A.] prophecy, before the Rapture occurs. The next item on the agenda of eschatology, the next prophecy, is the Rapture itself. That is what is meant by ‘soon.’ ”      R.B. Theime Jr. Class Notes on Revelation
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. . .as others do . . . LOIPOS  s adj. npm;   “λοιπός loipós; fem. loip, neut. loipón (3063), adj. from leípō (3007), to leave, lack. Something remaining, in the pl., the remaining ones.”  

Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers
This is the same Greek word used in  1 Thess. 4:13 . . . But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep  [KOIMAO], that you may not grieve, as do the rest  [unbelievers]  who have no hope.

Expanded Translation: Let us keep on not being spiritually asleep as/like the remaining ones.

The context of verse 5 would suggest that the remaining ones in this verse are unbelievers. It could be referring to unbelievers who remain in spiritual darkness or it could refer to the unbelievers who remain on earth after the Rapture has taken place. They will be the ones who will be surprised when the judgments of the Day of the Lord break up the pseudo-peace and safety the anti-christ promises.

But . . . ALLA conj. contrasting the negative just given with positives that are given next.

LESSON #59  (8-19-10)
. . . let us be alert . . . GREGOREO  v. pas;  to arise, arouse. To watch, to refrain from sleep. with conscious earnestness and an alert mind; keeps it from all drowsiness and all slackening in the energy of faith and conduct.  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

This word is used 22 times in the ESV:  alert  (1), awake (9), wake (2), watch (7), watchful (3)
Only believers who are thinking Bible doctrine and applying it to their circumstances fit these words. 

. . . And   [let us be]  sober . . . NEPHO  v. pas; to be sober–minded, watchful, circumspect (1 Thess. 5:6, 8; 2 Tim. 4:5; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; 5:8). The word does not mean to abstain from the use of alcohol but rather to refrain from the abuse of it which leads to intoxication.  

Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament.
When a person is drunk, he is not alert, attentive, or vigilant. Believers cannot afford to be drunk physically or spiritually.

2 Timothy 4:5 . . . But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an  evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

1 Peter 1:13 . . . Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4:7 . . . The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit . . . 

1 Peter 5:8 . . . Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

The only way to keep on being spiritually sober is to consistently study the Word of God every day. When the intake of doctrine falters, spiritual lethargy takes over.

1 Thessalonians 5:7-10 

For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.     8) But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  9) For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10) who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.

Paul is taking the physical actions of sleeping at night, which is not sinful, and getting drunk at night, which is sinful, and applying to unbelievers in a spiritual sense. A person who is asleep or who is drunk doesn’t know what’s going on around them. 
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So it is with unbelievers, they are identified with the night or darkness because that is typically when people become disoriented to their surroundings because of sleep or drunkenness. 

People who are asleep or drunk are out of touch with reality and unable to heed warnings. Unbelievers are neither awake nor alert to spiritual realities but instead are asleep and controlled by forces outside themselves, like alcohol and drugs.  Unbelievers are like people who are drunk or who are having a dream. They’re living in a false paradise and enjoying a false sense of security. 

On the day of Pentecost, unbelievers accused believers who were filled with the Holy Spirit of being drunk, Acts 2:13, because they did not understand the things of the Spirit. They accused those believers of being disoriented to reality, but it was the accusers themselves who were the disoriented.

“The believers do not stumble around in darkness, but are aware that Christ’s return is imminent. As a result they are alert and self–controlled, a quality related in 1 Thess.4:4 to moral purity. Paul’s point is that knowing Christ may return at any moment motivates us to live morally pure lives and so be ready for Him. Those who do not share this perspective lack the motivation to live morally and so live in a state of moral as well as mental [spiritual] darkness.” Lawrence O. Richards, The Bible Readers Companion, electronic ed
Verse 8 . . . But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

. . . But since we are of the day . . . Again, Paul makes a contrast between believers and unbelievers. He is also pointing out what part of the broad Day of the Lord believers are associated with. The first seven years of the Broad Day of the Lord, known as the Tribulation, is identified with judgment, night, and darkness, but the latter part which is the 1,000 year Millennium is identified with blessing, day, and light. It is that part believers will experience. That is why they are said to be of the day.

Again we have sober, NEPHO, “clear-headed, not drunk, to be restrained, to be self-controlled.” Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Greek (New Testament) (electronic ed.).

This comparison includes not only the idea of self-control and alertness, but also productivity. Most people are productive during the day, so believers should be busy learning, growing, applying doctrine, evangelizing, and producing Divine Good.

LESSON #60  (8-24-10)

REVELATION  Key Outline For Understanding with paranthetical chapters:

1-3   
Church Age Believers On Earth

4
Church Age Believers Now In Heaven represented by 24 elders:



Redeemed



Sitting on thrones 



Clothed in white garments

 


Gold Stephanos on their heads




Singing (angels do not sing) 




A kingdom of king-priests who will reign with Jesus Christ on the earth



Prophecy begins

5
The Scroll, Sealed Title Deed only the Kinsman Redeemer has the right and power to open: 



SEAL JUDGMENTS 

6
Jesus Christ Breaks 6 Seals, Antichrist Revealed, The Broad Day of the Lord, 6th Seal Celestial Disturbances

(7)
(Parenthesis: Tribulation Evangelism, 144,000 Tribulational Jewish virgin unbelievers who became believers, sealed    


  
Bondservants of God on their foreheads)

 8-9
Scroll is open; TRUMPET JUDGMENTS begin
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(10:1-11:14)
(Parenthesis: 2 Witnesses, Abadon comes up out or the abyss to make war; 7th Trumpet)

   11:15-21
Baptism of Fire destroying all unbelievers sums things up

   12
Israel’s Perspective, “the woman”, and Satan’s Fall, history of war in heaven, attacks on Christ’s pure bloodline

   13
2 World Dictators: The Beast & His Prophet

  (14)
(Parenthesis: Grace before Judgment; 144,000 work is finished & they’re in heaven, Heb.12:22; Babylon, 666, the Great winepress)

   15
Prelude to Bowl Judgments


16
BOWL JUDGMENTS


17-18
The Rise & Fall of Ecumenical Religious & Commercial Babylon, The Woman Who Rides the Beast  


19:1-16
THE DAY, Narrow Day of the Lord, 2nd ADVENT 


19:17-21
The Vultures Great Supper of God

20
Satan Tossed into the Abyss; Millennium & The Last, Great White Throne


21:1-8
The Eternal State 

   21:9-22:5 
The Eternal New Jerusalem


22:18-19
Termination of the Canon of Scripture with a warning not to add anything to it

LESSON #61  (8-26-10)

STANDING  FIRM

1 Peter 3:15 . . . but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence . . .
defense, APOLOGIA  means to give an answer in defense of oneself, from which we get the word APOLOGETICS.  

The fact that Jesus Christ will come and remove us from the earth before the Day of the Lord begins is a source of great:

HOPE

Titus 2:13 Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;
AN UNTROUBLED HEART  

John 14:1-3 . . . let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2) "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3) "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
COMFORT 

1 Thess. 4:16-18 . . . For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  17) Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18) Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Some people get confused as to when the Rapture and the Second Advent will take place when reading Rev. 6:12-17.  The celestial disturbances described in verses 12 &13 are similar to the ones described in Matt. 24:29.
Revelation 6:12-14 . . . And I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;  13) and the stars of the sky fell to the earth,
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as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.  14) And the sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15) And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16) and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17) for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"

Joel 3:14-15 . . . Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15) The sun and moon grow dark, and the stars lose their brightness.
Matthew 24:27-31 . . . For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  28) "Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  29) "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken,  30) and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  31) "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
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The celestial disturbances of the 6th Seal of Rev. 6:12-14 are not the same celestial disturbances found in Joel 3 or Matt. 24. 
BEGINNING OF the 70th WEEK  

7 
SEALS


6th SEAL . . . . 
Cosmic Disturbances, men hiding from the Lord, no armies amassing to defiantly fight the Lord, and no vultures eating multitudes of corpses 

7
TRUMPETS 



4th TRUMPET 
Cosmic Disturbances



5th TRUMPET 
Cosmic Disturbances

7 BOWLS 


6th BOWL . . . 



Cosmic Disturbances of Joel 3 & Mt.24 talk of armies amassing to defiantly fight the Lord in the Valley, and vultures eating multitudes of their corpses 

END OF 70th WEEK

“The cosmic disturbances of Joel 3 will occur when the armies of the nations have gathered for war in Israel. Those armies will not begin to gather for war until the 6th bowl has been poured out, Rev. 16:12-16, one seal, seven trumpets, and five bowls long after the cosmic disturbances of the 6th seal.”    From Renald Showers Maranatha, Our Lord Come 

Revelation 16:12-16 . . . And the sixth angel poured out his bowl  [6th Bowl Judgment] upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east.  13) And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  14) for they are spirits of demons, performing signs which go out to the kings of the whole world to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. . . 16) And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon.

In Matt. 24:27-30 we find the celestial disturbances and the coming of the Son of Man occurring after the 6th Bowl judgment as indicated by the dead bodies and vultures. 

Vs. 28 "Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
Revelation 19:17-18 . . . And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God;  18) in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."

Because the celestial disturbances of the 6th Seal are similar to those of Matt. 24 and because unbelievers will be saying that “the great day of their wrath has come”, some  erroneously conclude that the 6th Seal is describing Matt. 24:27-41. This is why they also erroneously conclude that Matt. 24:37-41 is teaching the Rapture.

a.   It has already been demonstrated that the celestial disturbances of the 6th Seal are not the ones of Joel 3:15 or Matt. 24:29.
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b. “The great day of their wrath” mentioned at the 6th Seal is not the baptism of fire at the Second Advent. 

Revelation 6:15-17 . . . And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16) and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17) for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"

First notice that these are unbelievers who will be in a state of panic and shouting in despair. If they claim that the Baptism of Fire is occurring which would mean that the narrow Day of the Lord, 2nd Advent, had come, they are mistaken because that won’t come until later after the 6th bowl judgment.

Furthermore, these unbelievers’ fearful behavior of running to hide from the Lord at the 6th Seal is completely different from their brazen confidence in their huge army numbers they will collect together to fight against Israel and the Lord at the Second Advent. 

From Renald Showers Maranatha, Our Lord Come:
“When the cosmic disturbances of the sixth seal take place, kings, military men, and all other classes of people will run to the caves and rocks of the mountains to hide. They will plead with the mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide them from the presence of God and the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:15–16).

“By contrast, when the cosmic disturbances immediately before the Joel 3 [and Matt. 24] occur after the sixth bowl, the kings and military men will not run and hide. Rather, they will remain assembled together in battle array to boldly attempt war against God, His Messiah, and the holy angels (Ps. 2:1–3; Joel 3:9–16; Zech. 12:2–9; 14:1–6, 12–14). 

“Revelation 19:11–21 indicates that they will be gathered together to make war when Christ comes out of heaven (after the cosmic disturbances that will precede that coming, Mt. 24:29–31) to fight against them.” 

c. We have already seen that the parallel verses of Matt. 24:37-41 and Luke 

17:24-37 cannot refer to the Rapture but must be describing Christ’s coming at the 2nd Advent. 

1)    The order of events in these scriptures is opposite of what occurs at the Rapture. In Noah’s day and then in Lot’s day, it was unbelievers who were taken from this earth into the realm of death and it was believers who were left behind, alive on earth to continue.

2)    Those who are taken are not believers who meet Christ in the air in resurrection bodies; indeed, they are unbelievers killed by Christ at the 2nd Advent whose bodies are left for the vultures. Luke 17:37 informs us that those who are taken are taken to the realm of death and their bodies are left on earth for the vultures to consume.

3)    At the Rapture, there will be no bodies left behind because all believers will acquire new bodies to meet Jesus in the clouds and leave planet earth.

Matthew 24:37-41 . . . For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  38) "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  
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40) "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.  41) "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.

Luke 17:24-37 . . . "For just as the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day.  

25) "But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.  26) "And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it shall be also in the days of the Son of Man:  

27) they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  28) "It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;  29) but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  30) "It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.  31) "On that day, let not the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house go down to take them away; and likewise let not the one who is in the field turn back.  32) "Remember Lot's wife.  33) "Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life shall preserve it.  34) "I tell you, on that night there will be two men in one bed; one will be taken, and the other will be left.  35) "There will be two women grinding at the same place; one will be taken, and the other will be left.  36) "Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other will be left."  37) And answering they said to Him, "Where, Lord?" And He said to them, "Where the body is, there also will the vultures be gathered."
LESSON #62  (8-31-10)

Read Matt. 13:24-32 and 36-43.
The last seven years of the Age of Israel will be a time of unparalleled suffering and tribulation. It is for Israel, not the Church. Jer. 30:7 is called “the time of Jacob’s [Israel’s] trouble”.  

Daniel 9:24 . . . Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people [Israel] . . .
The church is mentioned 19 times in Revelation chapters 1-3.  But from chapter 4 to 19, the church on earth is not found. Not one reference to “the church”, those “in Christ”, or the “body of Christ” can be found. Why? Because all C.A. believers will have been translated before chapter 4 begins. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” is a phrase used seven times in Rev. chapters 2 and 3 when the church is still on earth, Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29. 3:6, 13, 22). It is not used again until Rev. 13:9 but the phrase is changed and “the churches” are left out.  Rev. 13:9 . . . If anyone has an ear, let him hear.  Why are the churches left out? Because the church won’t be there.

Wouldn’t it be odd if the church must go through the Tribulation, the worst time of all history about which the Bible gives 15 chapters of details and yet the church is never mentioned?  

There are no O.T. passages indicating that O.T. saints will be translated. When Christ comes at the 2nd Advent, the believers surviving the Tribulation will go into the Millennium in their physical bodies. The translation of believers is called a mystery and is ONLY for C.A. believers, 1 Cor. 15:51-52. 

The 6th seal cannot be said to immediately precede the beginning of the Broad Day of the Lord because the first five seal judgments are the beginning of mild birth pangs of the first half of the Tribulation. Birth pang judgments increase in intensity becoming quite severe by the second half of the Tribulation until, finally, the Second Advent brings everything to a head and the Millennial Kingdom is given birth.

******************************************************************
LESSON #63  (9-2-10)
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Verse 8 . . . But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 

. . . having put on the breastplate of faith and love . . . ENDUO part. am; to put on as a garment, to cause to get into a garment, to clothe, to dress. The middle voice indicates that the subject of the verb is benefited by its own action.

. . .the breastplate . . . THORAX  n. asm; 

1 : a usually metal plate worn as defensive armor for the breast; see armor illustration. 

2 : a vestment worn in ancient times by a Jewish high priest and set with 12 gems bearing the names of the tribes of Israel.  Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. (10th ed.).
“Primarily, ‘the breast,’ denotes ‘a breastplate or corselet,’ consisting of two parts and protecting the body on both sides, from the neck to the middle. It is used metaphorically of righteousness, Eph. 6:14; of faith and love, 1 Thess. 5:8.”    Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W. (1996). Vol. 2: Vine's complete expository 

                        dictionary of Old and New Testament words.
“Thorax”  1) The part of the body of man or other animals between the neck and abdomen. 

2) The middle of the chief divisions of the body of an insect. 

Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. (10th ed.).
Ephesians 6:11 . . . Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

Ephesians 6:14 . . . Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness . . .

. . . of faith and love . . . PISTIS sn. gsf; a state of certainty with regard to belief; to have complete trust and confidence in someone or something; AGAPE n. gsf; a mental attitude of unconditional love.

. . . and as a helmet . . . PERIKEPHALIA n. asf; a compound word: PERI, around  + KEPHALE,  head = a protection that surrounds the head. Of course this is not a literal helmet; here it means the helmet of salvation and is called that in Eph. 6:17 as well.

. . . the hope of salvation. . . ELPIS s n. asf; looking forward to something with confident expectation.

Since we are Christians, of the day, we should put on our spiritual armor which consists of faith, love, and hope.  Faith towards God and His word, love towards God and man, and hope / confidence in the promises of God. We are in spiritual warfare and it is the spiritual armor that provides protection from the world, the flesh, and the devil.  

. . .of salvation . . . SOTERIA n. gsf; to be saved or delivered. The question is, “Saved from what?” Some see the word “salvation” and automatically think it refers to being saved from the Lake of Fire. But that is foreign to the context of this chapter which is the Day of the Lord. We have the confident anticipation of being delivered from the wrath of the Tribulation which is further proclaimed in the next verse.

“In addition to the breastplate, Paul also exhorts the Thessalonians to put on as a helmet the hope of salvation. This phrase might well be rendered, as a helmet the expectation of deliverance [or, ‘rescue’]. In contrasting his audience with the plight of the world, Paul has already said that the unregenerate shall not escape ( 1 Thess. 5:3). As sons of light, the Thessalonians did not share the nature of those around them. Neither should they share in the world’s unwatchful stupor, but instead they were to watch and be sober. Having exhorted his audience to put on their spiritual armament, Paul picks up the familiar theme of assurance in 1 Thess. 5:9–10. Thereby, he reaffirms the declaration made in verse 1 Thess. 1:10. Although [the] world would bear inescapable calamities, as believers, they most certainly had “the expectation of deliverance!”  (emphasis added) Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, Volume 6, No. 4, p. 30, by Zane Hodges, 
1 Thessalonians 5:9-10
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For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10) who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. 

For God has not destined . . . TITHEMI v. ami; to bring to a specific place, to establish, to make, to place, or to set.  

. . . us . . .HEMAS  sp.p. 1st person, pl. acu; refers to C.A. believers and Paul included himself. 
. . . for wrath . . .   ORGE  n. asf; anger, punishment, judgment. The context has nothing to do with eternal condemnation; it is speaking of the wrath of the Day of the Lord, vs. 2. It does not distinguish whether the wrath is from God or man, or a combination of both. It is referring to what is commonly known as the Tribulation. This is the same wrath mentioned in:

1 Thessalonians 1:10 . . . and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.
Revelation 3:10 . . . Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

Nahum 1:2 . . . A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful.

The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.

Romans 5:9 . . . Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

2 Peter 2:9 . . . then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation [testing], and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,

“God did not appoint the Thessalonian believers or any other believers to experience any of the eschatological calamities of the Tribulation. But to what has God appointed believers? The answer is salvation, the deliverance or rescue to which 1 Thess. 1:10 also refers. And through whom does this deliverance come? It comes through the One who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him (5:10). Or, as 1:10 declares, it comes through God’s Son from heaven.” (ibid)

. . . but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10) who died for us . . . The mind naturally defaults to the fact that we are saved from eternal condemnation through our Lord Jesus Christ, however we can never lose site of the context of this scripture. Clearly the salvation or deliverance mentioned here refers to deliverance from the misery, suffering, and death of the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord.

Because the Lord Jesus Christ died for us; because we are “in Christ”, permanently identified with Him through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit; because we are His body; because we are sealed and indwelt with the Holy Spirit; because God has not destined us for wrath, we will not go through one day of the Tribulation, the seventieth week of Daniel, the Day of the Lord or any other name you can call it. 

LESSON #64  (9-7-10) 

. . . so that whether we are awake . . . GEGOREO  v. pas;  this is the same word used in verse 6 which means to be alert. It is used this way in Acts 20:31; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Peter 5:8.
It does not refer to being awake in the sense of being alive as opposed to being dead.

. . . or asleep . . . KATHEUDO v. pas; this is the same word used in verse 7 which means to be unalert or asleep spiritually. This is not contrasting the living as opposed to dead believers.  
It is contrasting spiritually alert believers with those who are spiritually asleep. It’s comparing watchful with unwatchful believers.
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 “Paul asserts in 1 Thess. 5:9–10 that the Thessalonians possess an immutable hope that is completely independent of whether they watch for Him or not. The believer’s destiny, he insists, is not the wrath of the day of the Lord. Contrarily, their destiny is deliverance from it, so that they may live together with Christ. This destiny not only belongs to those Christians who are wide awake when He comes, but also to those who are sound asleep! In short, His coming delivers all believers!  
“The realization that whether we wake or sleep refers to the contrasting states of watchfulness and unwatchfulness, makes it plain that Paul is still thinking of eschatological woes, specifically the advent of the day of the Lord, which brings an inescapable ruin to the unsaved and unwatchful world (verse 3). So at the critical high point of his contrast between the world and his readers, Paul affirms that his fellow Christians will escape, whether watching or not, and will live with their Lord. This is what the death of Christ—not their own spiritual alertness—has secured for them! (ibid)
The flow of thought here is unified and logical, so wrath in verse 9 is the same wrath referred to earlier in this passage, the wrath of the Day of the Lord, verses 1-3.

“The majority interpretation mutes 1 Thessalonians 5:10’s eschatological thrust, de-emphasizing the “watching” aspect. The verse means, “who died for us, that whether we watch or fail to watch we shall live together with Him.” This verse refutes the Partial Rapture theory and reinforces the Blessed Hope that all believers, spiritual or not, will be caught up to meet the Lord when He comes for His Church. Regarding the Day of the Lord it clearly differentiates believers from unbelievers. Living believers are not appointed to the wrath awaiting living unbelievers, but to the salvation this context stresses; deliverance from the Day of the Lord. Paul exhorts believers to watch for this deliverance; but, watchful or not, their hope is certain. (ibid)
. . . we will live together with Him . . .  ZAO  v. aas; to live, to have life. What time frame did Paul have in mind when he told the Thessalonians they will live together with Him? Certainly they, as all believers know, will eventually live together with Him, but Paul was being specific. He was connecting “we will live together with Him” here to “so shall we ever be with the Lord” in 

1 Thess. 4:17. 

This is a promise and an absolute certainty, so why did Paul use the subjunctive mood, the mood of potential, instead of the mood of reality? 

The only logical answer is that Paul wasn’t saying Jesus would return during his lifetime, but that He could return during his lifetime. If he wanted to reassure them concerning their eternal security, he would have used the indicative mood, the mood of reality. But these believers were way beyond needing reassurance of their eternal salvation. They needed to be reassured of the imminency of the Rapture / deliverance and that they would not have any part of the darkness of the Day of the Lord.

LESSON #65  (9-14-10)

1 Thessalonians 5:11  

Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

PARAKALEO v. pam; to call someone to your side to comfort or to aid; to encourage or to exhort them. These are the same Greek words used in 1 Thess. 4:18 . . . (s)  keep on encouraging one another. 

“Encouragement is the link between 1 Thess. 4:13-18 and 5:1-11. Each section’s conclusion precisely repeats it. Encouragement comes from the parallel truth that all believers will be delivered, both living and dead (4:13–18), both watching or not watching (5:1-11). 
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“Hope and encouragement is 5:1-11’s message. Rather than re-introducing the subject of dead believers from 4:13, it repeats the encouragement from hope. (ibid)

The encouragement is that we will not go through the Lord’s burning anger/fury/wrath that’s coming by means of the Tribulation. No matter how bad things may get, we can be confident we will not experience the horrible suffering of the Day of the Lord. God does not condemn believers to that because of Christ’s death on the cross. We will be delivered.

Life is not easy, but what is easy is to become discouraged. We all need encouragement from time to time. We need to have compassion on those who seem to have lost hope. People need to know that the Lord not only will deliver us through the temporary trials we face, but He will deliver us from the just trials that will come upon the entire world like the Tribulation.

Verse 11 states the conclusion . . . therefore, encourage one another . . . and virtually repeats the words of 4:18.  At His coming, the Lord will deliver all believers, whether they are watching or not; thus, encourage one another to become confident by these words of relief.

. . . and build up one another, . . . OIKODOMEO  v. pam; by implication, to rebuild or renew a building decayed or destroyed.  Metaphorically, to build up, establish, confirm; spoken of the Christian Church and its members who are thus compared to a building, a temple of God, erected upon the one and only foundation, Jesus Christ; to edify or strengthen. 

“Mutual encouragement and edification are still needed in every local church. And encouragement and edification with reference to their hope in Christ’s return is especially needed.” 
Bible Knowledge Commentary, John Walvard,

How does one go about building up another person? Unfortunately, many people find something they can criticize about others rather than what they can praise. Praise can go a long way in building someone up but it must be legitimate, Eph. 4:29-32.
Praise can be a motivating force, but trying to instill self-confidence in someone can be difficult and temporary at best. Building up that endures does not come from confidence in self but from confi-dence in God from knowing His Word. Don’t hesitate or fear using God’s Word to build others up.
. . . just as you also are doing . . . Paul recognized they were already doing what he was command-ing them to do. Most believers crave learning new things, but they always need to keep on hearing what they already know to keep it fresh in their minds. When we talk to one another about God’s Word, we are strengthened spiritually, which in turn increases our courage and anticipation of God fulfilling His Word to us.

LESSON #66  (9-16-10)

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.

But . . . DE  is a post positive conjunction that can be translated, and, now, or but. The NASV, & RSV, translate it “but”. The KJV & NKJV translate it “and”. The NIV translated it “now”.  Probably the better translation would be “and” or “now” because there is no contrast of thought with what was previously stated.

. . . we request of you, brethren,  . . .  Paul and his companions kept on asking, PAI, something of the Thessalonian believers.
. . . that you appreciate . . .  OIDA  inf. ra; to know, recognize, honor, acknowledge the high status of a person or event.  This is something our society has little of these days; we take so much for granted and parents aren’t teaching their children proper respect or gratitude for others. 
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Paul was with the Thessalonians a short time so they all became believers about the same time. It would be natural for some to wonder why they should respect and appreciate other believers who had not been saved any longer than they were. Of course God has given some men spiritual gifts that carry authority with them and it is that authority that demands respect. Sometimes a younger man becomes the pastor of a church and there are believers there twice his age who were saved before he was born, but they are still to recognize the authority of the spiritual gift God the HS gave him.

“This is recognition of leadership and authority. Wherever you go there must be leadership, there must be those who assume responsibility for the sheep. In verses 12 and 13 we have the principle of recognition of leadership and authority.”  

1 Thess. 5:12 Class Notes, R.B. Thieme Jr.
God does not expect nor allow believers to disassociate themselves from authority in the spiritual realm; that is why He gave the spiritual communication gifts of apostleship and pastor-teacher. The Bible compares C.A. believers with sheep who need a shepherd.  

1 Peter 5:2-4 . . . shepherd  [tend, feed, lead, rule]  the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3) nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  4) And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

Revelation 2:27 . . . and he  [Christ]  shall rule  [POIMAINO = pastor or shepherd]  them with a rod of iron,
. . . those who diligently labor among you,. . . KOPIAO part. pa;  weariness as though one had been beaten; to become very weary, tired, or fatigued from exertion. This is primarily referring to pastor-teachers, but it also applies to others who have leadership positions in the church. They take on hard work along with the responsibility, too. They should be respected and appreciated ! This also goes for those who do not have leadership roles but still exercise their spiritual gifts as unto the Lord. 

CBC has so many believers who spend long hours working hard to take care of the needs of this church. They go unnoticed for the most part by the congregation but certainly not by God.

LESSON #67  (9-21-10)

. . . and have charge over you in the Lord . . . PROISTEMI part. pm; PRO, before or over  + HISTEMI, to stand  =  to stand before, to preside or rule over. Some believers reject the idea that God has assigned a spiritual authority over them. They ignore the following command:

Hebrews 13:17 . . . Obey  [pres. mid. Imp.] your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls . . .

1 Corinthians 16:15-16 . . . Now I urge you, brethren . . . that they have devoted themselves for ministry to the saints,  16) that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helps in the work and labors.

An example of the discipline that was brought on by those who ignored the authority of an apostle:

2 Thess. 3:14-15 . . . If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  15) Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish [warn, exhort] him as a brother.

The Apostle Paul was not shy in declaring his authority:

2 Cor. 10:8 . . . For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you . . .
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2 Cor. 10:13 . . . But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.

“It is their duty not only to give good counsel, but also to warn the flock of dangers, and reprove for whatever may be amiss.”  Henry, M., & Scott, T. (1997). Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary
“I think one of the great problems with many churches today is a case of the old bromide, “Too many cooks spoil the broth.”  Through the Bible, Vernon MaGee
. . . and give you instruction,. . .  NOUTHETEO  part. pa; NOÚS. Mind + TÍTHĒMI = to place, to warn, admonish, exhort.  

Webster’s Dictionary: “admonish”  a.) to indicate duties or obligations b.) to express warning or disapproval especially in a gentle, earnest, or solicitous manner 

2 : to give friendly earnest advice or encouragement. (chide, rebuke, reprimand, reproach)
“The term NOUTHETEŌ may simply mean to instruct but normally also carried the implication of exerting a “corrective influence” upon a person who is not predisposed to accept the instruction. In negative contexts it can carry the connotation of issuing a reprimand or a warning, but the desire was to correct “without provoking or embittering.”  Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (173).
Straightening out someone who is out of line is a task that most people would like to avoid, however it is the responsibility of the pastor to admonish people when it is necessary. It is essential to the health of individual believers and the church, so he must not shy away from this duty. Those who faithfully carryout this task should receive honor and respect.

The responsibility of a pastor-teacher is to teach, rule, and admonish.

Note that all three of these participles: diligently labor, have charge over, & give instruction are in the present tense which suggests that they are basic, ongoing ministries of a pastor-teacher.

“Out of verses 12 and 13 we have a principle. Biblically authorised leadership is the basis of peace in any congregation. The absence of such leadership means perpetual trouble in a congregation and one purpose of leadership is to maintain the peace of the assembly or the congregation of believers.”  R.B. Theime Jr. Class Notes on 1 Thess. 5:13 

LESSON #68  (9-23-10)

Verse 13 . . . and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.

. . . and that you esteem them . . . HEGIOMAI inf. pm; metaphorically, to lead out before the mind, i.e., to view, regard, esteem, count, or reckon. 

. . .very highly in love . . .  HYPEREKPERISSOU adverb; compound word: HYPER, over, above, beyond + PERISSMOS, more than enough  =   superabundantly, exceedingly, intensely. The respect the church paid those in their midst who worked hard at ministering in the Lord was not to be half-hearted. “Highest” regard renders a compound word signifying the greatest degree possible, literally indicating regard “beyond measure.

“It is one thing to follow someone out of respect or out of tradition. It is another altogether to follow in love. The latter speaks of a binding relationship. The former might be nothing more than a formality easily discarded.” Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (175). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
A pastor’s job is exceedingly difficult. He can never please everyone and this must not be his goal. His goal is to please the Lord. He must love his flock enough to teach them the truth even though at times they may not like it. 
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Every pastor wants to be well liked by their congregation but he must never put popularity above truth. Part of the love a congregation has for their pastor is based on trust. They  trust him with their spiritual well-being and that he will not lead them astray because he is continually studying and growing. That’s his job. 

. . .because of their work . . . It’s not a pastor’s personality, appearance, or kindness that calls for him to be esteemed very highly and loved; it’s because of his work to diligently study and teach the Word of God.

Studying and teaching God’s Word is a great honor and privilege, but it is also a huge responsibility. A pastor-teacher is directly responsible to the Lord for faithfully and accurately teaching His mighty word and shepherding His children. 
. . . Live in peace with one another . . .  EIRENEUO v.pam; to make peace, be at peace, live in peace, harmony, and accord. 

“The number one problem among Christians everywhere is the problem of getting along with each other. Every believer has enough of the flesh in him to divide and wreck any local church. Only as empowered by the Spirit can we develop the love, forbearance, kindness, tender-heartedness, and forgiveness that are indispensable for peace. A particular threat to peace which Paul may be warning against is the formation of cliques around human leaders.  MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (1 Th 5:13). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

“There needs to be one who is the leader and who is followed. With that arrangement, you can have peace. But when everybody is trying to play his own tune, you have anything but harmony and peace!” Through the Bible, Vernon MaGee
“[Living in peace with one another] results from obeying the former instructions. The command is imperative. Much dissension in modern churches is traceable to church members disobeying these commands.”  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (1 Th 5:13).
“The Greek makes it very clear from its structure that peace in a congregation depends upon leadership functioning as leadership. Out of verses 12 and 13 we have a principle. Biblically authorized leadership is the basis of peace in any congregation. The absence of such leadership means perpetual trouble in a congregation and one purpose of leadership is to maintain the peace of the assembly or the congregation of believers.” R.B. Theime Jr. Class Notes on 1 Thess. 5:13 

“To live in peace means to go as far as possible to live in harmony with others, or “as far as it depends on you”. Many people who would not rob a bank or tell a blatant lie will sin against this clear command. They speak or act in ways that are divisive. People who act this way hurt not only themselves and other persons, but they also hurt the church. People outside the church notice such things and stay away.”  Larson, K. (2000). Vol. 9: I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Holman New Testament Commentary; Holman Reference (72). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

Romans 12:18 . . . If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.

Romans 14:19 . . . So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

Psalm 34:14 . . . Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.

Prov 12:20 . . . Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but counselors of peace have joy.

2 Corinthians 13:11 . . . Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.

Ephesians 4:1-2 . . . Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love. 
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1 Peter 3:10-11 . . . For, "the one who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.  11) "he must turn away from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.

Hebrews 12:14 . . . Pursue peace with all men, . . .

James 3:16-17 . . . For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  17) But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 

We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

We urge you, brethren . . . In verse 12, Paul made a request, but now he uses stronger language by urging his fellow believers. There are all kinds of believers, personalities, and propensities. Some need admonishment, some need encouragement, and some need help.

The brethren in this verse refers to those in leadership positions in the church.

. . . admonish the unruly . . . .  NOUTHETEO  v. pam;  is the same word found in the previous verse, only here it is a present, active, imperative. 

. . . the unruly . . .  ATAKTOS sadj. asm; A, not + TASSO order = to be out of line or disorderly. It is a military word that means to break ranks or to be out of step. It means to be out of step with doctrine.

. . . encourage the fainthearted . . .  PARAMUTHEOMAI  v. pmm; to exercise gentle influence with words; to encourage someone.                                

. . . the fainthearted . . . OLIGOPSUKOS sadj. apm; from OLÍGOS, small or little + PSUCH, soul, mind = fainthearted, fretful, worried. These people are prone to be depressed and discouraged, they need comforting and encouragement; not rebuke.

. . . help the weak . . . ANTECHESTHE v. pmm; to care for, support, help. 

. . . the weak . . . ASTHENES sadj. gpm; A, not + STHENES, strength = one without strength; 

One without power; to be weak. This of course includes help and support for those who are physically weak, but it means primarily those who are doctrinally weak. This would include new believers who have not had time to grow spiritually and also, those who have been believers for a long time but have made little growth in their spiritual lives.

LESSON #68  (9-23-10)

. . . be patient . . . MAKROTHUMEO v. pam; MAKROS, long + THUMOS, wrath or anger = to be long-suffering, patient rather than being quick to anger. This command doesn’t seem so difficult until you add the next two words.
. . . with everyone.  This is what makes this command exceedingly difficult. It’s easy to be patient with some people but almost impossible with others. New or adolescent believers need a lot of patience. Sometimes we forget that and expect more from them than should be expected. Remember, someone had to be patient with you when you were an adolescent.

The triadic [groups of three] structure of the following exhortations suggests that Paul is treating five principal subjects in the span of ten short verses:In light of the obvious triadic arrangement, it is tempting to arrange all of the exhortations into five groups of three main exhortations each. We may thus subdivide the injunctions in 5:12–22 as follows:
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1.  The Church’s Responsibility To Its Spiritual Leaders  (12–13)

 Now we ask you, brothers,

[1]  to respect those who labor among you, and who care for you in the Lord, and who 
 admonish you, and

[2]  to hold them in the highest regard in love for their work’s sake.

[3]  Live in peace with each other.

2.  The Church’s Responsibility To Its Needy Members (14a-c)

     Now we urge you, brothers,

[1]  warn the idle,

[2]  encourage the faint-hearted,

[3]  help the weak.

3.  The Church’s Responsibility To All Men (14d–15)

[1]  Be patient with all men.

[2]  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, 

[3]  but always try to be good to each other and to all men.

4.  The Church’s Spiritual Privileges (16–18)

[1]  Always rejoice,

[2]  continually pray

[3]  in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

5.  The Church’s Spiritual Responsibilities (Gifts) (19–22).

 [1]  Do not quench the Spirit.

 [2]  Do not despise prophecies. But put all things to the test: hold on to the good,

[3]  abstain from every kind of evil.

JETS,  Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society Volume 25 (The Evangelical Theological Society, 1982; 2002), 25:308-309.

Definition of PATIENCE                                                                                                                                                        

1 : bearing pains or trials calmly or without complaint

2 : manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain

3 : not hasty or impetuous

4 : steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity

5 : able or willing to bear

Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. (10th ed.). Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.:

It is nearly impossible for some people to be patient apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit. Remember, patience is one of the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22.

LESSON #69  (10-5-10)

1 Thessalonians 5:15  

See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.

See that no one. . .  HORAO  v. pam; to see, perceive with the eyes, look at; trans. implying not the mere act of seeing, but also the actual perception of some object, thus differing from BLÉPŌ, to see, to discern, to  perceive, to attend to.

. . . repays another . . .  APODIDOMI v. aas; to give or to do something necessary in fulfillment of an obligation or expectation; to reward, recompense, render, whether in a good or bad sense. 

. . . with evil for evil. . . KAKOS sn. asn; in a moral sense, meaning wicked, vicious, bad in heart, conduct, and character; evil, evil things, wickedness. 
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The believer is never allowed to engage in retaliation which is the opposite of patience. We are not to seek revenge but are to do D. Good to those who offend us and to treat them with unconditional love. 

The devil’s man repays good with evil.

The world’s man repays evil with evil.

The Lord’s man repays evil with good.

Romans 12:14 . . . Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

Romans 12:19 . . . Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.

Leviticus 19:18 . . . You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. [Eph. 5:1. Col. 3:13] 

Proverbs 24:29 . . . Do not say, "Thus I shall do to him as he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his work."

Romans 12:21 . . . Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
1 Sam. 25:21-35   (Read)

LESSON #70  (10-7-10)

“Getting even, exacting our own sense of ‘justice,’ is a strong human tendency. Jesus was different. He contradicted just about everything we naturally do. He often began his moral lessons with “you have heard” and then called for a change by following up with “but I tell you”. He brought a new way to live. He is the new way.

Only as we abide in Christ and entrust our grievances, hardships, and the wrongs we suffer to him can we live with this command. It is not natural, but it is possible.” Larson, K. (2000). Vol. 9: I & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Holman New Testament Commentary; Holman Reference.

. . . but always seek after. . . DIOKO  v. pam; to follow or press hard after; to pursue with earnestness and diligence in order to obtain; to go after with the desire of obtaining. This word does not mean to seek something whenever you are in the mood. It means to continually and diligently go after something.
. . . that which is good . . . AGATHOS sadj. asn; that which is useful and profitable, and beneficial. This is Divine Good that can only be produced by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

. . . for one another and for all people . . . This command is not to be executed towards fellow believers only but to unbelievers as well. In other words, we are to diligently seek to do good to everyone, even those who deserve retaliation. This cannot be done under the power of the flesh. It can only be done under the power of the Holy Spirit.

The final group of instructions, verses 16-22, contain general exhortations to execute the Christian life under the filling of the Holy Spirit.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always;  17) pray without ceasing;  18) in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  

Rejoice . . . PANTOTE adv.;  always . . . CHAIRO v. pam; to rejoice, to be glad, CHARA meaning “joy”, is the cognate. Remember that “joy” is one of the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 5:22. 

Both of these two words in the English and Greek are the two command words that are so difficult to follow. This is the shortest verse in the Greek Bible.

It is normal for people to be happy and rejoice when things are going their way but to complain when they are not. It is not normal to rejoice when things are not going well. 
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But a believer’s joy should not depend on circumstances but emanate from his gratitude for blessings that are his because he is in Christ. 

Philippians 4:4 . . . Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

Ephesians 5:19-20  . . . speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;  20) always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

One reason believers should consistently learn and apply God’s Word is because it is the only way any of us can free ourselves from enslavement to our circumstances. Apart from having B.D. circulating in the stream of consciousness, no one can share God’s inner joy and happiness. Some believers are always cranky because they haven’t learned how to be content in all things. The child of God has no right to go around with a sour puss. 

Any believer can obey this command when he or she is filled with the Holy Spirit and is thinking Divine Viewpoint. However, it is only the mature believer who is able to consistently fulfill this command. A believer must have a lot of doctrine in his soul to habitually obey this command to rejoice. Below are a few of the doctrines one must know and apply: 

Recognizing sins [Sin List]
Old Sin Nature


Experiential Sanctification

Rebound



D.G. vs. h.g.



Eschatology

Eternal Security


E.C.S.




P.S.D.



Faith-Rest 



Divine Domain 


Judgment Seat of Christ

Essence Box


Underserved Suffering 

Escrow Blessings

LESSON #71  (10-12-10)

What is a believer to do when he finds it hard to rejoice? This ties into the next verse which has to do with prayer. When we are down and depressed, angry, or implacable, all we need to do is rebound and ask God to give us the +H we can’t possibly muster up ourselves. The Lord can do the impossible. 

Concentrating on the current blessings we possess like eternal life, +R, and logistical grace helps us to rejoice. Focusing on the blessings which are yet in our future will also give us the ability to rejoice even in the midst of suffering. 

Psalm 59:16 . . . But as for me, I shall sing of Your strength; Yes, I shall joyfully sing of Your lovingkindness in the morning, for You have been my stronghold and a refuge in the day of my distress.

Psalm 30:5 . . . For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.

Verse 17  . . . pray . . . PROSEUCHOMAI v. pmm; to pray to God; offer prayer. 

. . . without ceasing . . .  ADIALEIPTOS  sadv.; continually; without intermission. Incessantly pray, which means to pray every time an opportunity presents itself and to be in a constant attitude of dependence upon God.  
This is the opposite of the way Hollywood presents prayer. Often you’ll see a rugged leading man go to the Lord in prayer with an attitude that he is bothering the Lord with his problem.

“Continual prayer is not prayer that prevails without any interruption, but prayer that continues whenever possible. The adverb for continually (ADIALEIPTŌS, also in 1:3) was used in Greek of a hacking cough. Paul was speaking of maintaining continuous fellowship with God as much as possible in the midst of daily living in which concentration is frequently broken.” 

Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (1 Th 5:17). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books

Philippians 4:6 . . . Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
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LESSON #72  (10-19-10)

“If we have all Bible but no prayer, we may have a great deal of truth but no power. It would be 

‘light without heat.’ On the other hand, if we have all prayer but no Bible teaching, we are in danger of becoming fanatics-heat without light! Zeal is a good thing, but zeal without knowledge is usually destructive. A proper balance of Bible study and prayer is important to a balanced Christian life.

“The only way the Word of God can become real in our lives is through prayer and obedience. One reason we have unbalanced Christians in our churches is the lack of prayer to back up the study of God’s Word. It is much easier to get Christians to attend a Bible study than a prayer meeting, and yet we need both. Jesus taught His disciples, and then He prayed for them.

" ‘Do not pray for easy lives,’ said Phillips Brooks. ‘Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks.’  Prayer that asks nothing accomplishes nothing. We sing in one of our familiar hymns:

Thou art coming to a King, Large petitions with thee bring.
For His grace and power are such, None can ever ask too much.
         ~ John Newton ~
“Living in the will of God makes it possible for us to ‘pray without ceasing’ (1 Thessalonians 5:17). This command obviously doesn’t mean that we are to go around mumbling prayers. Our real praying is expressed by the desires of our heart. If our lips frame requests that are different from the desires in our heart, then we are praying hypocritically. God does not hear words. 

“When we pray by faith, we start seeing things from the divine perspective. Faith enables us to see the invisible. Faith treats as present and accomplished that which God will do in the future. ‘For we walk by faith, not by sight’, (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

Wiersbe, W. W. (1988). Prayer : Basic training (12). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale 
Verse 18 . . . in everything give thanks, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  

in everything give thanks . . . EUCHARISTEO  v. pam; to show oneself grateful; to be thankful; to give thanks. 

The two previous commands deal with time “always seek” and “Rejoice always”.  This one deals with his circumstances.  Christians are to give thanks to God in every circumstance of life. 

Philippians 4:11 . . . Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.

There are three specific things that are the will of God for you:  1) Rejoice always,  2) pray without ceasing, and 3) give thanks in everything.  

Ephesians 5:20 . . . always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father . . .

Hebrews 13:15 . . . Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 

Thankful After Robbery

Matthew Henry, the famous scholar, was once accosted by thieves and robbed of his purse. He wrote these words in his diary:  “Let me be thankful first, because I was never robbed before; second, because, although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because, although they took my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.”

~ Church of Ireland  ~    Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.
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A person cannot give thanks in every situation apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit and doctrine in the soul that gives us the ability to continue in hope / confidence in God even in adversity and when attacked by evil. This is what we give thanks for.
Believers cannot obey this command if they are not aware of this promise: 

Romans 8:28 . . . And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
. . . for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus . . . Nothing happens by chance because God is in control of everything. Part of God’s will for us is for us to suffer. 

Philippians 1:29 . . . For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake . . .

Romans 8:17 . . . and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

James 1:2-4 . . . Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,                 3) knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4) And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

No one is able to obey the first part of this verse without first believing the last part of it. God wants us to rise above our circumstances and have an attitude of gratitude because we have confidence in Him to see us through the storms of life.

Between Prison and Monastery

Dr. David Soper, in God Is Inescapable, suggests that basically the difference between a prison and a monastery is just the difference between griping and gratitude. Undoubtedly this is true. Imprisoned criminals spend every waking moment griping; self-imprisoned saints spend every waking moment offering thanks. Dr. Soper says that when a criminal becomes a saint, a prison may become a monastery; when a saint gives up gratitude, a monastery may become a prison. 

Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. 
1 Thessalonians 5:19-22   









                                                                                                                                                                 

Do not quench the Spirit;  20) do not despise prophetic utterances.  21) But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;  22) abstain from every form of evil.

We have two negative commands and three positive commands in four short verses. 

Do not quench the Spirit . . . SPENNUMI v. pam; to hinder, dampen, thwart, quench, or extinguish.

Quenching the Holy Spirit does not mean He leaves or no longer indwells us. It means that we have crimped off His influence over us by sinning and begin producing human good. We unplug ourselves from the power source, the Old Sin Nature’s (OSN) area of strength is dominating the command post of our soul, and the only way to get the H.S. back into the driver’s seat is by acknowledging our sins to God, 1 John 1:9.

Eph. 5:18 . . . And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled  [v. ppm]  with the Spirit . . . Present passive imperative, a command for you to receive the filling Holy Spirit.
We are no longer filled with the Holy Spirit when we are quenching the Holy Spirit. Our OSN is controlling, and: 

We have switched from operating by means of omnipotent Divine Power to puny human power.

We have switched from producing Divine Good to producing human good.

We have switched from thinking His wonderful Divine Viewpoint to arrogant human viewpoint.

We have switched from the potential of suffering for blessing to the punitive suffering of Divine Discipline. 
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 Love
is replaced with 
Hate

 Joy
“        
“  
“          Unhappiness & Misery 

 Peace             “     

“    
“
Stress, Bitterness 

 Patience         “        
“    
“          
Impatience 

 Kindness        “        
“    
“        
Ill-natured, thoughtless attitude

 Goodness 
“       
 “    
“ 
Evil, Spite 

 Faithfulness
“        
“   
“           Disloyalty 

 Gentleness 
“ 
“   
“
Harshness, Insensitivity 

 Self-control 
“     
“    
“  
No will power

Eph. 4:30 . . . Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Is there any difference between “grieving the Holy Spirit” and “quenching the Holy Spirit”?  Yes. 

“We must distinguish between “Quenching” and “Grieving” the Holy Spirit. Both are committed by the believer only and put him out of fellowship, but they are different categories of failure. This difference is related to the areas of the Old Sin Nature. By definition, the Old Sin Nature is the source of human sin, good, and evil. The sin nature (designated as “sin”, “the flesh”, and “the old man” in Scripture) is the center of man’s rebellion toward God. It has an area of weakness, which produces personal sins (Rom. 12:1), an area of strength, which generates human good (Isa. 64:6). “Quenching the Spirit” is human good from the area of strength. “Grieving the Spirit” is sin from the area of weakness.”   R.B. Theime Jr., OSN vs. Holy Spirit 

Verse 20  . . . do not despise . . . EXOUTHENEO v. pam; to bring to naught; to despise or treat with scorn.

. . . prophetic utterances . . . PROPHETEIA n. apf. 

“Specifically the exercise of the prophetic gift or charisma in the primitive church; Prophecy was a distinctive chárisma, gift, distinguishable from that of the apostle and the teacher. While the apostle was a travelling missionary, the prophets and teachers were in general attached to a local church.”  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.

There was an office of prophet in the O.T. that no longer exists today, and there was the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy that also no longer exists. At the time this epistle was written, the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy was operational, but evidently, there were believers in Thessalonica who rejected people who exercised this temporary spiritual gift.

The gift of prophecy was the ability to receive and communicate direct revelation from God before the New Testament was completed. Once completed, it was no longer needed.

LESSON #73  (10-21-10)

1 Corinthians 13:8 . . . Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  

This verse also conveys the idea that we are not to belittle or consider prophesies unimportant in the Bible. It is impossible to acquire a Personal Sense of Destiny (PSD) if one has no knowledge of eschatology. The Rapture, the Tribulation, the Second Advent, the Judgment Seat of Christ, and the Millennium are extremely important doctrines. 

Rev. 19:10 . . . the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Verse 21 . . . But examine everything carefully . . . DOKIMAZO v. pam; to try, prove, discern, distinguish, or approve; the notion of proving a thing whether it is worthy or not; to test.
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1 Corinthians 3:13 . . . each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will TEST the quality of each man's work.

1 Timothy 3:10 . . . These men must also first BE TESTED; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.

1 John 4:1 . . . Beloved, do not believe every spirit, BUT TEST the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

Being able to analyze and examine someone or something in order to determine whether they are good or evil requires knowledge of Bible doctrine.

Hebrews 5:14 . . . But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

LESSON #74  (10-26-10)

There are so many false teachers and false doctrines circulating today that we all must examine everything very carefully before accepting anything. Television, radio, the internet, and books are a great source of knowledge, but they can also trap believers who are not careful into believing something false.
Believers need to TEST what they hear and read by comparing it with the Word of God to determine if it is Divine in its origin.

Sometimes the Bible is called “the canon” or “the canon of Scripture”. The word “canon” in the Greek is KANON   meaning a measuring rod. 
“A reed or cane. Anything straight used in examining other things, as the tongue or needle of a balance, a plumb line in building. In the NT, a rule of conduct or behavior (Gal. 6:16; Phil. 3:16) A measure or measuring rod or the like.” The Complete Word Study Dictionary of the New Testament
Everything in life should be measured by the canon of Scripture.
. . . hold fast to that which is good . . . KATACHO v. pam; to hold firmly or fast; to keep; to continue to believe with the implication of acting in accordance with such belief; to continue to believe and practice; to continue to follow.

Proverbs 4:13 . . . Take hold of instruction; do not let go. Guard her, for she is your life.

Deuteronomy 32:45-47 . . . When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel,  46) he said to them, "Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today, which you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this law.  47) "For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life. And by this word you will prolong your days in the land, which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess."

2 Thessalonians 2:15 . . . So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

Hebrews 10:23 . . . Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;

Revelation 2:25 . . . Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.

Revelation 3:11 . . . I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.

. . . to that which is good . . . KALOS s) adj. asn; good as to quality and character. This is a different word for “good” than the one used in verse 15 which is AGATHOS.  What is good here is what is doctrinal. We should hold fast to that which is doctrinally correct or approved.
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 “Generally speaking, the two basic words, kalós and agathós, may be used of any quality (physical as well as moral), thing, or person that may be approved as useful, fit, admirable, right. In the moral sense, kalós connotes righteousness, good in oneself, while agathós adds the quality of kindness, helpfulness, benevolence, love.”  

Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers
“Rather than stifle the Spirit by the contemptuous rejection of the prophetic word, the church should give prophecy a careful hearing. However, Paul did not recommend a gullible acceptance of every message claiming divine authority. The presence of false teachers in the church from an early date made blanket acceptance of prophetic claims foolhardy.”  Martin, D.M. (2001). Vol.33: 1,2 Thess. (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (185). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
Verse 22  . . . abstain from . . . APERCHO v. pmm;  APO, off  +  ERCHO, to have or hold =  to hold off, avoid, abstain, to keep away from. 

. . . every form of evil . . . PONEROS sadj. gsn; evil in a moral or spiritual sense; wicked, malicious, or mischievous.

These two verses are similar to what Paul wrote to the Roman believers in 

Rom. 12:9 . . . Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

People cannot automatically distinguish between good and evil. It takes knowledge of doctrine

to be able to distinguish between the two. 

Hebrews 5:14 . . . But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

1 Kings 3:5-13

Notice that there are different forms or categories of evil. Before we analyze the different categories of evil, we need to define it.

“EVIL” is Satan's system by which he administers his rule over this world. His system advocates using human good to solve the problems of life apart from the truth of God’s Word. It was devised by Satan to oppose God. Just as grace and doctrine represent the genius of God regarding the human race, so evil represents the genius of Satan regarding the human race.

Part of Satan’s evil plan is to beat Christ to the Millennium with his own production of what he thinks is a perfect world with himself as the god of it all.

The following seven points are taken from the notes on Evil from the late R.B. Theime Jr., pastor of Berachah Church, Houston, Texas:

CHARACTERISTICS OF EVIL

1.  Evil is a factor that the believer must face which was not judged on the cross.  The believer must realize that he cannot confess evil in something like the rebound technique because evil was not judged at the cross.

2.  Human good and evil have been an issue since the fall of man, both before and after the cross.  After the cross, the angelic conflict must continue in order to be resolved.  The angelic conflict can only be resolved through human volition.  Positive volition towards the cross results in faith in Jesus Christ solving the problem of sin.  But salvation could not resolve human good, lust, and evil because the angelic conflict must continue with some issues.

3.  Man must be free to express his volition towards salvation, and towards sin after salvation in the rebound technique.  But evil must continue or there is no angelic conflict.  
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This is because Satan must have his "equal time."  Therefore, human good and evil continue right down to the Second Advent.

4.  Man must not only be free to express his volition towards the cross and towards sin after being saved in rebound, but he must also be free to express his volition in the same way Christ did on the cross when He rejected, separated from, and divorced Himself from human good and evil. This takes a lot of doctrine for the believer to do this experientially. The believer's positive volition toward doctrine develops divine viewpoint thinking which rejects evil.

5.  Anything not judged does not have a one-second solution.  In one second, you can believe in Jesus Christ and be saved.  Likewise, in one second you can confess a sin and be forgiven.  But there is no one-second solution to anything dealing with evil. 

6.  That's why the post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation is a daily thing that must go on and on and on in order that you might be able to resist evil.  The more doctrine you have, the more you reject and resist evil. 


7.  All human good is the application of evil to experience.

CATEGORIES OF EVIL

1. RELIGION

Religion is the worst thing that ever happened to this world. It is all about Satan’s biggest lie that man can gain salvation or the approbation of God by his own works.  Christianity is not a religion because in Christianity, God seeks man through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. There is a vast difference between God’s grace and man’s works / legalism. 

Religion is the quintessence of evil, and things done in the name of religion include everything from mass murder, torture, persecution, robbery, extortion, lying, false imprisonment, blasphemy, and theft. It’s one thing to steal money from people, but getting them think they’re going to heaven because they’ve given money to the church is the worst evil. Religion lies to people so they’ll think they are spiritual or God will bless them in some way if they give money.

Penance is an integral part of religion. People perform penance who believe religion’s lies that Christ’s work on the cross was not sufficient enough, so they must continue doing something sacrificially in order to go to heaven. This is anti-grace, unbiblical, and evil.

Legalism is a by-product of religion that overflows into every facet of life. People observe taboos and endless rituals; they dress a certain way, wear their hair a certain way, talk a certain way, eat or drink certain things, and restrict their lives, not according to Scripture, but according to tradition and false notions about the Bible.

LESSON #75  (10-28-10)

2. INTERNATIONALISM

Internationalism is Satan’s system for the administration of this world in opposition to nationalism. Both political and religious systems of internationalism are in opposition to the Word of God. The United Nations, the World Bank, the World Court, the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization, the National Council of Churches, and the World Council of Churches are all 

evil organizations.

Satan has a much easier job of controlling the earth if authority and power are concentrated in a small group or one person. The tower of Babel was the first attempt at internationalism, but God nipped that in the bud by confusing them with many languages. “The One World Order”, “The world community”, “the global village” etc. are synonyms for internationalism.
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3. TYPICAL POLITICS


Not all politics or politicians are evil but most of them are. Most people who know anything about politics recognize that it is a dirty business because it is characterized by lies and deception. There is nothing wrong with people running for office and doing their best to get elected, but our political system has become exceedingly corrupt. Money is what one needs to get elected, not character or competence.


When politicians campaign, they promise that if elected, they will “bring home the bacon”. They brag about passing unconstitutional bills that will bring more money and jobs to their community. 


One reason our nation is drowning in debt is because politicians promise the voters the moon and then go to the Federal Reserve to pay for it. The Federal Reserve always loans them “money” created out of thin air, and that’s why the price of an average new car today is around $30,000.


Most politicians and both major political parties give the impression that they’re able to solve the problems of the world if they only get your vote and more money to create better programs. 


People who believe them are trusting in man rather than God.


Jeremiah 17:5 . . . Thus says the LORD, "Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the LORD.


Politicians are responsible for the awful welfare state that exists in our country. FDR promised “The New Deal” and LBJ promised “The Great Society” which are typical examples of disastrous unconstitutional programs encouraging people to depend on government rather than themselves and the Lord. Before the welfare state began, family and churches took care of people in need and people who were lazy or didn’t want to work didn’t receive support from Uncle Sugar.

    2 Thessalonians 3:10 . . . For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.     


Foreign aid, affirmative action, political correctness, homosexuals in the military, women in combat,


undeclared wars, executive orders, signing statements, anti-Semitism, junkets, multiculturalism, exploding deficits, restrictive and enslaving regulation are a few things on the list of unconstitutional, unjust, and unbiblical activities, way too numerous to address here, that politicians are involved in. 


Many politicians are liars who will say or do anything to stay in power. They may kiss babies, go to church, or quote Scripture to build a facade of respectability, but they are not servants of God for good. They are servants of Satan for evil. 


The reason they stay in power is because the people allow it, Jer. 5:23-31, 2 Tim. 4:3-4.
LESSON #76  (11-2-10)

4. PSYCHOLOGY


The main problem with psychology is that it rejects the fact that God has given us everything we need pertaining to life and godliness simply through growing in grace and knowledge of His Word.


2 Peter 1:2-3 . . . Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3) seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
1 Timothy 4:7b-8  . . . discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;  8) for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.

God’s grace and His Word is sufficient to handle the problems of life. We don’t have to run to some over-educated, over-priced psychologist to get help because God and His Word is all we need. 
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Man’s problems cannot be solved through psychology or any other human endeavor that excludes the spiritual dynamics unique to the Church Age. Throughout the ages, people have found the answer to their problems in the Bible, and that hasn’t changed. God’s promises and solutions are still very real and truly sufficient. This is not an attack on psychologists. Many of them may be good people; they just need to find a new career. 

5. REVOLUTION
Revolution is an evil that seeks to overthrow legitimate authority. It is a power grab based on power lust. Resistance to tyranny is legitimate, but revolution only replaces tyranny with anarchy. 

There is one common denominator in all of these types of evil that the Bible calls the root of all kinds of evil:   THE LOVE OF MONEY.

1 Timothy 6:8-10 . . . If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  9) But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10) For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Deuteronomy 16:19 . . . "You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.
Isaiah 56:11-12 . . . And the dogs are greedy, they are not satisfied. And they are shepherds who have no understanding; They have all turned to their own way, Each one to his unjust gain, to the last one.  12) "Come," they say, "let us get wine, and let us drink heavily of strong drink; And tomorrow will be like today, only more so."
Ezekiel 22:12 . . . In you they have taken bribes to shed blood; you have taken interest and profits, and you have injured your neighbors for gain by oppression, and you have forgotten Me," declares the Lord GOD.

LESSON #77  (11-4-10)

The World Is Consumed By Evil

“The root evil in the cosmos is that in it there is an all-comprehensive order or system which is methodized on a basis of complete independence of God. It is a manifestation of all that Satan can produce as a complete exhibition of that which enters into the original lie. It is the consummating display of that which the creature—both angelic and human—can produce, having embarked on an autonomous career. The cosmos is not a battleground whereon God is contending with Satan for supremacy; it is a thing which God has permitted, that the lie may have its fullest unveiling.”

Chafer, L. S. (1993). Vol. 2: Systematic Theology (100). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, p. 84
Revelation 12:9 . . . And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world . . . 

1 John 5:19 . . . We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

Jeremiah 9:1-3 . . . Oh that my head were waters and my eyes a fountain of tears, That I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!  2) Oh that I had in the desert a wayfarers' lodging place; that I might leave my people and go from them! For all of them are adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.  3) "They bend their tongue like their bow; lies and not truth prevail in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know Me," declares the LORD.
You can’t change either doctrine or evil, but they can change you. The believer who seeks to change evil is changed by evil.
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“Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). In the light of all this disclosure, the dreams of religious guides who predict a transformed, regenerated cosmos as a result of human effort in Christian service are seen to be without foundation. Satan’s deceptions continue until he is bound and consigned to the abyss”. Chafer, L. S. (1993). Vol. 2: Systematic theology (100). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, p. 100.
Our Lord Himself referred to Satan as the prince of this world, John 12:31,14:30, 16:11. We surely are in Comos Diaolicus, the Devils World, but we are not of this world, John 17:14 &16. That’s why Phil. 3:20 says “our citizenship is in heaven”. Believers are called “aliens” and “strangers” in, 1 Pet 2:11.

“It is not the reason of man, but the revelation of God, which points out that governments, morals, education, art, commercialism, vast enterprises and organizations, and much of religious activity are included in the cosmos diabolicus. That is, the system which Satan has constructed includes all the good which he can incorporate into it and be consistent in the thing he aims to accomplish. A serious question arises whether the presence of gross evil in the world is due to Satan’s intention to have it so, or whether it indicates Satan’s inability to execute all he has designed. The probability is great that Satan’s ambition has led him to undertake more than any creature could ever administer.” (1993). Vol. 2: Systematic Theology (100). Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, p. 100
We live in a dangerous and exceedingly evil environment but we have nothing to fear. Our Lord Jesus Christ has already conquered the world and has prayed to the Father on our behalf:

John 17:14-17 . . . "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  15) "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16) "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17) "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

Left to our own devices and abilities, we would be torn apart by Satan and his demonic horde, but he can do nothing to us without God’s permission. God protects His faithful children from evil. We are not to fear him but are to fear God.

1 John 4:4 . . . You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 . . . Finally, brethren, pray for us . . . 2) that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men . . .  3) But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

Psalm 97:10 . . . Hate evil, you who love the LORD, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

Psalm 121:7 . . . The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.

Psalm 37:16-19 . . . Better is the little of the righteous Than the abundance of many wicked.  17) For the arms of the wicked will be broken, But the LORD sustains the righteous.  18) The LORD knows the days of the blameless, And their inheritance will be forever.  19) They will not be ashamed in the time of evil, And in the days of famine they will have abundance.

Our God is so great and so powerful that He can take the evil that is used against us and turn it into good.

Genesis 50:20 . . . As for you [Joseph’s brothers], you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good . . .

Psalm 21:11-13 . . . Though they intended evil against You And devised a plot, They will not succeed.  12) For You will make them turn their back; You will aim with Your bowstrings at their faces.  13) Be exalted, O LORD, in Your strength; We will sing and praise Your power.

Psalm 91
LESSON #78  (11-9-10)                                                                                                                    93
We can allow ourselves to be influenced by the evil in this world, but we have another problem that comes from within us. Believers have both exterior and interior evil attacks or influence on their lives.

Matthew 15:18-19 . . . the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.  19) "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Prov. 12:20 . . . Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, But counselors of peace have joy.
Rom. 7: 15-25

What should our attitude be towards evil?

Amos 5:14-15 . . . Seek good and not evil, that you may live; And thus may the LORD God of hosts be with you, Just as you have said!  15 Hate evil, love good, And establish justice in the gate [courts]!

God has given us the ability to overcome evil.

Romans 12:21 . . . Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Proverbs 16:17 . . . The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keeps His way preserves his soul.

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 . . . But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;  22) abstain from every form of evil.

The good is the plan of God for believers, X + Y + Z. Once under the influence of evil, the only possible recovery comes from learning doctrine. The constant intake of doctrine is the only insulation from evil, because doctrine goes where evil would reside; in the KARDIA, the heart, and there doctrine combats evil.

Proverbs 2:10-15 . . . For wisdom [B.D.] will enter your heart And knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;  11) Discretion will guard you, Understanding will watch over you,  12) To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things;  13) From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of darkness;  14) Who delight in doing evil And rejoice in the perversity of evil;  15) Whose paths are crooked, And who are devious in their ways;

Proverbs 1:32-33 . . . For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them;  33) but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm."

LESSON #79  (11-11-10)

We are to fear God, not evil.

Psalm 23:4 . . . Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me . . .

The fear [respect, awe] of the Lord helps us to stay out of evil.

Proverbs 16:6 . . . By lovingkindness and truth, iniquity is atoned for, And by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from evil.  Expanded Translation: By grace and doctrine one recovers from reversionism: and by proper respect for the Lord, one keeps away from evil.

It is clear from scripture that we can keep away from evil and live a life free from it. It is also clear from scripture that we do not live a life free from sin and never will in this life. There is no such thing as sinless perfection but there is freedom from evil. 

Proverbs 19:23 . . . The fear of the LORD leads to life, So that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil.
Proverbs 3:7 . . . Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.
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Psalm 112:7 . . . He  [the mature believer]  will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.

Psalm 121:7 . . .  The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.

Proverbs 1:33 . . . But he who listens to me  [B.D.] shall live securely And will be at ease from the dread of evil." 

Proverbs 2:10-14 . . . For wisdom  [B.D.] will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;  11) Discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you,  12) to deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things;  13) From those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness;  14) Who delight in doing evil and rejoice in the perversity of evil;

Proverbs 15:3 . . . The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.

Believers will be influenced by evil or by doctrine. If you are influenced by doctrine you have great blessing for life and for eternity but if you are influenced by evil, there is no blessing in time and you will be a peon in heaven. 

So many people fall for evil because it is packaged in the name of good, sincerity, sweetness, and light.

The attacks are subtle and only Bible doctrine in the soul alerts the believer to the danger. 

The truth of God’s Word is the antidote to evil.  

Psalm 54:5 . . . He will recompense the evil to my foes; destroy them in Your faithfulness  [EHMETH = truth]. 

Isaiah 5:20 . . . Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

There is absolutely no evil in God: Psa. 5:4   God cannot be tempted nor does He tempt anyone with evil: James 1:13.

Isaiah 45:7 . . . I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.

The word RA evilרַע 
does not mean wickedness in this instance, but rather “sorrow, difficulties,  tragedies, or trouble; those things which are the fruit of evil, the fruit of sin. This is the Old Testament way of saying, “The wages of sin is death …” Rom. 6:23. Here, contrasts are presented, first between light and its opposite, darkness, then between peace and its opposite, calamity.

This same usage of the word “evil” is found in the following verse:

Jonah 3:10 . . . And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way  [wickedness];  and God repented of the evil  [judgment, calamity],  that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

The same word is used twice in this verse but with two different meanings. When God saw that the Assyrians turned from their evil way, He changed his policy from cursing to blessing. He spared them and did not bring the great calamity He had threatened to bring upon them.

Evil is a type of thinking more than specific acts, and it involves every attempt to solve the problems of life apart from God's grace and Bible doctrine.

A FEW EXAMPLES OF EVIL:

Gun control

CPS snatching children away from parents for using corporal punishment.

Government sponsored welfare



 

The Women’s liberation movement  
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Hate crime legislation









                  

Acceptance and promotion of homosexuality

All unbiblical and unconstitutional governmental agencies, treaties, programs, regulations, and taxes

The media’s liberal bias, preoccupation with trivial nonsense, and promotion of sexual degeneracy 

Multiculturalism

School systems and teachers who advance evolution and promote anti-Christian worldviews.

Promotion of racial partiality and hyphenated Americans. Examples: Afro-Americans Anti-Semitism, the KKK, NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People), LULAC (League of United Latin American Citizens) 
Political correctness (chair person, Native Americans, significant other, higher power, assault weapon)

LESSON #80  (11-16-10)

Tele-evangelists who lie and prey upon the ignorant populace for financial gain

Courts and judges who ignore the God-given rights of the people

Food manufactures who poison and adulterate food so they can make more money

Law firms and lawyers who use the threat of litigation to extort money from people and businesses

The corporate practice of using lobbyists to bribe politicians

The Catholic Church’s cover-up of priests who sexually abused children of their parishioners

Churches that use the “Purpose Driven” marketing techniques to increase attendance

1 Thessalonians 5:23   









                                                                                                                                                                 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul ends his list of instructions and now starts the benediction

Now may the God of peace . . . Paul used this phrase often in his epistles: (Rom. 15:33; 16:20; Phil. 4:9; 2 Cor. 13:11; 2 Thess. 3:16).  
The title, “the God of peace” does not refer to peace on earth at the present time.

“How many wars are there in the world today? To be precise or at least an estimate on the number of "Wars" known to the UN, its 134 from recognized states only.” http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20060718042516AAAnrMW
This is to be expected because Jesus said, Matt. 24:6 – “you will hear of wars and rumors of wars” However, war will be a thing of the past when Jesus returns to rule planet earth.

Until then, Lehman Strauss described the present state of affairs when he wrote an article in the Bibliotheca Sacra Journal in 1963 entitled “Our Only Hope”.

"We are witnessing in this twentieth century the collapse of civilization. It is obvious that we are advancing toward the end of the age. Science can offer no hope for the future blessing and security of humanity, but instead it has produced devastating and deadly results which threaten to lead us toward a new dark age. The frightful uprisings among races, the almost unbelievable conquests of Communism, and the growing antireligious philosophy throughout the world, all spell out the fact that doom is certain. I can see no bright prospects, through the efforts of man, for the earth and its inhabitants.

"One ray of hope shines through the murky darkness of present world conditions, but that hope finds its application only to the believing children of God. It is spelled out clearly by the apostles of Christ in their divinely inspired writings as set forth in the Bible. It was mentioned by Christ in John 14:3, but it was given to the Apostles Paul and Peter to expound more fully.
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The Christian who studies his Bible is neither indifferent nor fearful concerning the future; he is hopeful. I have listened to worldly wise men, scientists, politicians, world leaders and educators express them- selves about the future. All of their hopes are clearly marked by an element of uncertainty. But the Christian hope has a positive and certain ring to it, the reason being that it is identified with the Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Vol. 120: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 120. 1963 (478) (153). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.

The Thessalonians were at peace with God because they accepted the gospel and with each other because of the doctrines Paul taught them. 

. . . Himself sanctify you entirely . . . HAGIAZO v. aao; to consecrate as being set apart of God. The optative mood expresses something that is possible or a desire. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3  For this is the will of God, your sanctification . . .  The very next phrase is something that we are to do, to abstain from sexual immorality. A believer must use his volition to submit to God’s will to be experientially sanctified which includes abstaining from sexual immorality. We can accomplish this only by utilizing the power that God makes available to us through the filling of the Holy Spirit. 

This experiential or progressive sanctification is called “putting on the new man” in Eph. 4:24.

It is called “putting on the full armor of God”  Eph. 6:11,
      “putting on the Lord Jesus Christ”  Rom. 13:14,
      “putting on the new self who is being renewed” Gal. 3:10. 

It is also God’s will that all men be positionally sanctified by believing in Jesus Christ:

1 Timothy 2:4  . . . [God]  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth.

2 Peter 3:9 . . . The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

We know for certain that this phrase is not referring to positional sanctification, Acts 26:18, 1 Cor. 1:2, 6:11, 2 Thess. 2:13, Heb. 10:10,14, because God completed it in its entirety at the moment we accepted the gospel. Futhermore, Paul wouldn't express a desire for something that had already been accomplished. 
LESSON #81  (11-18-10)

. . . entirely . . . HOLOTELES s) adj.;   HOLOS, all  + TELOS, complete  =  through and through.  The apostle’s desire is that the sanctification of the believer may extend to every part of his being;  wholly, not perfectly. We are not to remain spiritual babies but are to reach spiritual maturity.

. . . and may your spirit and soul and body . . . PNEUMA n. nsn; spirit







   PSUCHE  n. nsf;  soul







   SOMA n. nsn;  body
This is the only place in the New Testament where the tripartite being of a person is given.
BODY:  We all know what the body is and how it operates but we still don’t fully understand the complexities of sight and hearing. We can describe the different parts of the body and how they function, but sight, hearing, and many other bodily functions are nothing short of being miraculous. 

SOUL:  The soul is the real us. The body is nothing more than the house the soul lives in. It is immaterial, so some say it does not exist. Some people do not believe in anything they can’t see. They subscribe to the old saying, “seeing is believing”. I wonder what they would do if someone invited them to touch a hot wire. Why shouldn’t they? They can’t see the electricty in it. 
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The soul is imputed to us by God at the moment of physical birth. He creates it out of nothing. The soul and the human spirit are not the same thing.

It is the soul that is saved when one believes in Jesus Christ. The soul is still active and conscious after the body dies for both believer and unbeliever. One might ask, “Then what is the soul saved from at salvation?” It is saved from being separated from God and winding up in Torments or the Lake of Fire. 

SPIRIT:  The spirit is acquired the same second a person is regenerated or “born again”. God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit for us when we believe in Jesus Christ. Our human spirit gives us the ability to have a relationship with Him.
Some people are physically alive but spiritually dead. 

1 Tm. 5:6 . . . But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives.

Mt. 8:22 . . . But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me; and allow the dead to bury their own dead."

Prov. 21:16 . . . The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead.

Eph. 2:1-2 . . . And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked . . 

Some believers are both physically and spiritually alive; other believers are physically dead but spiritually alive. Once a person acquires a human spirit, it can never be lost and it never dies.

Spiritual death holds sway even while the man is naturally alive in all his faculties, soul and body, showing that spiritual death does not necessitate cessation of existence any more than the death of the body necessitates cessation of existence. 

LESSON #81  (11-23-10)

. . . be preserved complete . . . TEREO  v. apo;  to keep an eye on something; to watch, guard, or keep. Notice that the other optative mood verb in this verse, “sanctify”, is in the active voice. Paul had the desire for God to sanctify the readers of this epistle and for them to be completely preserved. We cannot persevere alone, it takes God’s power and care to be preserved complete until we die or Christ returns. 

Philippians 1:6 . . . For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
1 Peter 5:10 . . . After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.

. . . without blame . . . AMEMPTOS s) adv.; to be blameless, innocent, without guilt.

This does not mean earthly perfection. Paul was expressing his desire that no one would be able to make an indictment against the Christian’s life. The same idea is presented in the verse below:

Philippians 2:14-16 . . . Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15) so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  16) holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

1 Corinthians 1:4-8 . . . I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,  5) that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,  6) even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you,  7) so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8) who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

. . . at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  PAROUSIA n. dsf; a coming or visit; a return visit. A technical term used of the coming of Christ. 
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This may appear to be a verb to some, but it is a noun referring to an event, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The context determines which coming of our Lord is being referred to, so here, it means a very special event, the Rapture. 

This is yet another verse showing that the apostle Paul believed Jesus Christ might return during his lifetime.

This verse reminds us that we still have a mission to fulfill after we are saved. We are to take advantage of the grace provisions God has given us to advance spiritually and hold the spiritual high ground until the end of our lives or until Jesus returns.  

1 John 2:28 . . . And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming”

1 Tim 6:14 . . . keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ”

1 Pet 5:2, 4 . . . Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind…. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fades not away” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 . . . Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.                                                                                                                                           
We are responsible to persevere to the end, and the Lord provides everything necessary to do so. God does not save a person by grace and then leave him alone to work out his Christian growth by his own human works.

Galatians 3:2-3 . . . This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3) Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

LESSON #83  (11-30-10)
1 Thessalonians 5:24   

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 

This verse is so important for us to learn. No one reaches spiritual maturity without recognizing the truth of this verse. Once a believer believes this verse, life becomes much more enjoyable and less complicated.

God’s calling through the gospel of his Son begins a good work that gives believers a future hope.

Philippians 1:6 . . . For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  God doesn’t do the work of sanctifying us experientially. He enables us to do the work and will continue to do so until the Rapture.  

The present tense participle, “who calls”, highlights the ongoing work of God among his children.         

1 Corinthians 1:9 . . . God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   He is faithful to provide everything necessary for us to do what He called us to do. 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 . . . But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one. 
1 Peter 1:5 . . . Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
The power of God provides an eternal salvation which will be revealed at the Rapture. His power also provides a deliverance from the world, the flesh, and the devil so that we can stand before Jesus Christ at the JSC as faithful servants.
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Brethren, pray for us.  

PROSEUCHOMAI  v. pmm; the middle voice means the subject of the verb [believers] are affected by their own action or are acting upon themselves. When we pray for someone, every-one is benefited, the person we pray for and us as well.

Everyone needs prayer but especially those who communicate the Word of God need prayer. They are under constant attack as the forces of darkness are always trying to either neutralize their ministries or turn them to the dark side. 

Paul asked for prayer often in his letters: 

Romans 15:30-31 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me,  31 that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints;

2 Corinthians 1:11 . . . you also joining in helping us through your prayers . . .

Ephesians 6:19 . . . and pray on my behalf . . .

Colossians 4:3 . . . praying at the same time for us as well . . .

2 Thessalonians 3:1 . . . Finally, brethren, pray for us . . .

Also the writer of Hebrews: 

Hebrews 13:18 . . . Pray for us  [spiritual leaders].

1 Thessalonians 5:26  

Greet all the brethren.  

ASPOZOMAI v. amm; to embrace, to salute; spoken here of those who meet or part company. 

"It was common in Paul’s culture as in many cultures today, to greet friends with a kiss on the cheek. The men greeted other men this way, and the women did the same with other women. Such a kiss communicated personal affection, not romantic love. By urging this practice Paul was encouraging an outward physical expression of true Christian love in a form that was culturally acceptable in his day. The kiss was to be holy, not passionate or fleshly. An acceptable alternative in Western culture today might be an embrace, a pat on the back, or a handshake. Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures  (1 Th 5:26). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

. . . with a holy kiss . . .  PHILEMA  n. dsn; to love, befriend, kiss; a kiss or a token of love and friendship. The kiss is called “holy” because it was the symbol of Christian affection. 

1 Thessalonians 5:27  

I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.

. . . I adjure you by the Lord . . . HORKIZO v. pai; a strong word used that required an oath of someone. In effect, Paul was requiring a pledge from the recipients of this letter. Requiring such a pledge was not a common feature of his letters. This only occurs here.

. . . to have this letter read . . . ANAGINOSKO inf. ap;  ANA. Emphatic + GINOSKO,  to know = to perceive accurately or to read aloud before others. If there were any in the congregation who opposed Paul or this letter who didn't want it to be read, the letter itself overruled them.

. . . to all the brethren . . .
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Narrow Sense


2nd Advent





        MILLENNIUM


Light


Divine Blessing


God’s Rule





TRIBULATION


    Darkness


Divine Wrath





1,000  Years





7  Years





Celestial disturbances in Joel 3 & Mt. 24 occur after the 6th BOWL Judgment.

















