CELESTIAL  DISTURBANCES

Some people get confused as to when the Rapture and the Second Advent will take place when reading 

Rev. 6:12-17.  

The celestial disturbances described in verses 12 &13 are similar to the ones described in Matt. 24:29.
Revelation 6:12-16 . . . And I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;  

13) and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.  

14) And the sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

15)  And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  

16) and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  

17) for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"

Joel 3:14-15 . . . Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15) The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars lose their brightness.

Matthew 24:27-31 . . . For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  

28) "Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  

29) "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken,  

30) and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  
31) "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

Because of this similarity, they erroneously conclude that Jesus Christ is coming to earth at the 6th Seal as described in Matt. 24. Therefore, the erroneously conclude that Matt. 24:36-41 refers to the Rapture.

Matthew 24:37-41 . . . For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  

38) "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  

39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  

40) "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.  

41) "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.

The celestial disturbances of the 6th Seal found in Rev. 6:12-14 are not the same as those found in Joel 3 or Matt. 24.
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“The cosmic disturbances of Joel 3 will occur when the armies of the nations have gathered for war in Israel. Those armies will not begin to gather for war until the sixth bowl has been poured out (Rev. 16:12–16), long after the sixth seal—one seal, seven trumpets, and five bowls after the cosmic disturbances of the sixth seal.”

Revelation 16:12-16 . . . And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east.  13) And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  14) for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. . . 16) And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon.

Revelation 16:12-16 . . . And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east.   13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  

14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.   

15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.")   

16)And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon.
In Matt. 24:27-30, we find the celestial disturbances and the coming of the Son of Man occurring after the 6th Bowl judgment has been executed as indicated by the dead bodies and vultures.

Revelation 19:17-18 . . . And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God;  18) in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."

“When the cosmic disturbances of the sixth seal take place, kings, military men, and all other classes of people will run to the caves and rocks of the mountains to hide. 

They will plead with the mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide them from the presence of God and the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:15–16).”

“By contrast, when the cosmic disturbances immediately before the Joel 3 Day of the Lord occur after the sixth bowl, the kings and military men will not run and hide. Rather, they will remain assembled together in battle array to boldly attempt war against God, His Messiah, and the holy angels (Ps. 2:1–3; Joel 3:9–16; Zech. 12:2–9; 14:1–6, 12–14).” 

“Revelation 19:11–21 indicates that they will be gathered together to make war when Christ comes out of heaven (after the cosmic disturbances that will precede that coming, Mt. 24:29–31) to fight against them.” 
The 6th seal does not occur at the narrow Day of the Lord. Some are confused because of what the unbelievers say when they witness the celestial disturbances.

Revelation 6:15-17 . . . And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16) and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17) for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?"

If these unbelievers, who were in a state of panic, were claiming that the baptism of fire at the narrow Day of the Lord, Second Advent, had come, they were mistaken. That will not occur until after the 6th bowl judgment.

“Each of the series of seven judgments (seals, trumpets, and bowls) as well as other plagues in Revelation are preceded by cosmic phenomena such as lightning, thunder, and earthquakes (Rev 4:5; 6:12-14 ; 8:5 ; 11:19 ; 16:17-8 ). These occurrences signal the outpouring of God’s judgment on the world—judgments that are filled with His wrath and that bring devastating destruction. The presence of these signals of judgment immediately before the breaking of the seals (4:5 ) certainly indicates that the seals will be part of God’s judgment during the tribulation.”  Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 148 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1991; 2002), 148:393.”

The 6th seal does not immediately precede the beginning of the broad Day of the Lord.

The first four seal judgments are the beginning of the birth pangs of the first half of the Tribulation. The second half of the Tribulation is represented by the more severe labor pains that continue until the birth of the Kingdom occurs at the Second Advent.

We have already seen that the parallel verses of Matt. 24:37-41 and Luke 17:24-37 do not refer to the rapture but to Christ coming at the Second Advent. 

a.  The order of events in these scriptures is opposite of what occurs at the Rapture. In Noah’s day and Lot’s day it was unbelievers who were taken (into the realm of death) and believers were left alive on earth to continue.

b. Those who are taken are not believers who meet Christ in the air in a resurrection body, indeed they are unbelievers who are killed by Christ at the Second Advent and their bodies are left for the vultures. Luke 17:37 informs us that those who are taken are taken to the realm of death and their bodies are left on earth for the vultures to consume.

c.   At the Rapture, there will be no bodies left behind because all believers will acquire a new body that will never die and it will be with Jesus.

Matthew 24:37-41 . . . For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  
38) "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  39) and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.  
40) "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
 41) "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left.

Luke 17:24-37 . . . "For just as the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day.  
25) "But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 
 26) "And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it shall be also in the days of the Son of Man:  
27) they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 
 28) "It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;  29) but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  

30) "It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.  
31) "On that day, let not the one who is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house go down to take them away; and likewise let not the one who is in the field turn back.  
32) "Remember Lot's wife.  
33) "Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life shall preserve it.  
34) "I tell you, on that night there will be two men in one bed; one will be taken, and the other will be left.  
35) "There will be two women grinding at the same place; one will be taken, and the other will be left.  
36) "Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other will be left." 
 37) And answering they said to Him, "Where, Lord?" And He said to them, "Where the body is, there also will the vultures be gathered."

From chapter 6 to 19 in Revelation, the Church is not mentioned, those in Christ, the body of Christ, or the bride of Christ are not to be found. Why? Because all C.A. believers will have been translated. 

There are no O.T. passages indicating that O.T. saints would be translated. When Christ comes at the 2nd Advent, believers who survived the Tribulation will go into the Millennium in their physical bodies. The translation of believers is called a mystery and it is for C.A. believers only 1 Cor. 15:51-52. 

