CHAPTER  3
LESSON # 26   (6-17-04)

3:1

1. Rather than cow-towing to pressure exerted by the egotistical spiritual bullies, he responds with something that even they couldn’t miss – sarcasm.

2. Paul is using what might be called ”sanctified sarcasm”.  There is a place for sarcasm but not for immature or stupid believers to use.  Paul and Moses were communicators of God’s Word  who were constantly criticized by both believers and unbelievers.  

3. Some of the Corinthians harangued Paul so bad that he began asking if they needed to be introduced to one another again. The Paul they maligned and gossiped about was so different from the real Paul, and they would need to be reintroduced if he went to visit them.

4. When he asked them if he needed letters of commendation “as some” needed, he was giving them another barb.  False teachers had come to them with impressive credentials who they welcomed into their midst.  He was rebuking them with this question.  They would welcome false teachers but not the apostle who gave them the gospel and taught them truth. 

5. Then came the final rebuke when he added “or from you.”  He asked if he needed a letter of recommendation and if they could give him one after all of the nasty things they had said about him. Did he need a letter of commendation from them to introduce him to them?

3:2

1.   You [Corinthian believers] keep on being our letter [of commendation] written in our hearts, continually known and read by all men.

2.   written  EGGRAPHO  (v. rppt.  The Corinthians were written in Paul’s soul in the past and would always remain there.

3.   This is a reminder to us that we, like the Corinthian believers, are always being observed by men and angels.  Two thousand years after these words were penned, the Corinthian 

       believers are still being read by us.

4.   The words known and read are both present, passive, participles, meaning that believers are always observed and intensely studied by others.  This means that it doesn’t matter where you are or what your occupation may be, you are in full-time Christian service and your life is very important in the overall scheme of things.
LESSON # 27   (6-22-04)
3:3 

1. “Being manifested,”  PHANEROO (v. pppt, to uncover, to notice, reveal. Church Age believers keep on being revealed and read by others as if we are letters from Christ.

2. “cared for by us,”  ministered to by us, looked after by those with communication gifts such as apostles and pastor-teachers.

3.  CT -  You keep on being manifested as a letter from Christ, cared for by under the authority of us,

      by is the preposition HUPO  (meaning under or under the authority of.  Many people

start to vibrate at the thought of being under a pastor’s authority.  However, no one can learn until they submit to the authority of a teacher.

4.   Paul, Timothy, Apollos, and Titus were the ones who originally evangelized the Corin-thians and started teaching them the Word of God.

5.   not written with ink  -  Believers are not required to carry signs or phylacteries to reach    

       others with the gospel and any other doctrinal truth.

6.   but with the [Holy] Spirit the God  -  The indwelling, filling, sealing, and spiritual gifts given by the H.S. in the Church Age are unique. This verse compares the Age of Israel with the C.A.

                                         Age of Israel  -   The Age of veiled glory

1.  It is divided into three parts:   1)    Period of the Patriarchs   -  Abraham to Moses

2)  Period of the Law -  Moses to Christ  

3)  The Tribulation

2.  Characteristics:

1) Many languages


5)   Specific discipline for failure, Deut. 26
2) Many races



6)   Salvation – Faith alone in Christ alone

3) A missionary agency


7)   Spirituality was the Faith Rest Technique

4) Eternal security for regenerate Jews 

4 Unconditional Covenants

3.   Ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament:

1) The H.S. empowered very, very few believers in the O.T., less than two dozen.
2) They could lose the empowerment of the H.S., I Sam. 16:14, Psalm 51:11.
3) They could ask for the empowerment of the H.S., II Kings 2:9-10, Luke 11:13.
4)  Christ finally gave the empowerment of the H.S. to the disciples, John 20:22.
5)  The H.S. could not be given until Jesus was first glorified, John 7:39.
6) The purpose of the H.S. in the Church Age is to glorify Jesus Christ.

                             CHURCH  AGE  -   The Age of UNveiled glory

1.  It is divided into two parts -  The pre-canon and post-canon period.  The pre-canon period is  covered in the book of Acts and the post-canon period is covered in the epistles of the N.T.

2.  Characteristics

1) Every believer is in union with Jesus Christ, or positionally sanctified.

2) Every believer is indwelt by the H.S.

3) Salvation is faith alone in Christ alone.

4) Every believer represents J.C. on earth as a royal ambassador.

5) Every believer is a priest, representing himself to God.

6) Every believer is commanded to be filled with the H.S.

7) We have the completed canon of scripture

8) We live in an age where believers have a supernatural way of life.

3.  C.A. believers are letters whose author is J.C., who are written by the hand of the communicators of the Word, and who are Christ’s instruments.

4.  The Ten Commandments were written on stone by God and delivered to the people by Moses. New Testament doctrines are written in the hearts of C.A. believers by God through the agency of the apostle Paul and other men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.

5.  The Ten Commandments were written on stone representing the physical aspects of the 

      Mosaic Law as compared to C.A. doctrines which are spiritual in nature.

6. Just as the credibility of Moses was established when he came down the mountain with the tablets of stone, Paul’s credibility was established by the spiritual transformation that took place when the Corinthian believers accepted the gospel and started learning Bible doctrine.
LESSON # 28   (6-24-04)
3:4

1.  The confidence mentioned in this verse is not directed toward the Corinthians but has to do with Paul’s confidence in God working out his plan in the lives of the Corinthians in spite of their stupidity and arrogance.

2.  Paul recognized the fact that as long as the Corinthian believers were breathing, God still had a plan for their lives and would continue to work on their behalf to bring that plan about.

3.  Confidence is the hallmark of a mature believer. Confidence in God is a necessary component of happiness in believers. Confidence is also a necessary component of courage.

3:5 

1.  Verse 3 has to do with the filling of the H.S., verse 4 has to do with confidence in God and His Word; now in verse 5, we have the subject of sufficiency.  

2.  The point is that the confidence mentioned in the previous verse is not confidence in self, but  in God.  We are not adequate or competent to fulfill God’s plan for our lives on our own. That is why Paul reminds us that our adequacy is from God!

3:6

1.  God has made all C.A. believers competent ministers of a new covenant.  Every believer is competent because every believer has the indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit.

2.  Your IQ, your level of education, your race, your gender, your health, your physical appearance, your heritage, and your location has nothing to do with your competency as a servant of God.

LESSON # 29   (6-29-04)
3.  The Old Covenant – Before the cross - Mosaic Law       

     The New Covenant – After the cross – Age of grace and the Spirit to those who are in Christ.  

4.  We are not competent because we comply with the letter, the Mosaic Law, but because of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The letter, M.L., can only point out the way which condemns us because we cannot perfectly follow it.  It is the H.S. who gives life not only through creating a human spirit at the point of salvation but also when He empowers and animates us as we are indwelt and filled by Him.

MOSAIC  LAW  FACTS

1. The Mosaic Law was a covenant, promise, or contract between God and Israel.  A covenant was an arrangement made by one party that a second party could accept or reject but could not alter.

2. The M.L. was given to the Israelites individually as well as collectively or nationally.

a. Individually, it held the promise of eternal life through Codex II, the Spiritual Code.

1)  The gospel was presented through the sacrifices, holy days, the Ark of the Covenant, and rituals.

2) It was faith, not works, that was the condition for eternal life.  It was those 

who trusted, not those free from sin, that were saved.

b. Nationally, it held the promise of blessing and preservation through Codex III, the Civil Code.

3. It is an immutable principle that where there is no sin, there is no condemnation, and where there is sin, there is death.

4. The Mosaic Law held up the rule of righteousness that men were to conform to, but it could not impart the power or ability to obey it.

5.  The Mosaic Law demanded perfect obedience.  It essentially said, “Obey and live.”
Gal.3:12- And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.

Gal.3:10 - All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of 

 the Law.’


James 2:10 - For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  
6.   Luke 10:25-37 is an illustration of how the M.L. was used to prove the inability of man to keep the law and how he needs a Savior that clearly could be given and obtained through grace.
3:7

1.  Verses 7-11 contrast the unfading glory of the C.A. with the fading glory of the Age of the Jews.  

2. The ministry of death refers to Codex #1 of the Mosaic Law, the Ten Commandments.  It is called the ministry of death because it reveals the fact that we all are born with an OSN and are spiritually dead.  It points to the fact that no one is able to keep the Commandments and that all are in need of a Savior.

LESSON # 30   (7-1-04)
3. Engraved in stone  -  God wrote the first set of tablets of the Ten Commandments that Moses broke to pieces when he came down from the mountain and saw the wickedness of the people. God instructed him to engrave another set, Ex.32:16, Deut.9:10, Ex.32:19, Ex. 34:1.
4. Came with glory -  The 10 Commandments had a measure of glory that was temporary or fading.

     When Moses came down from the mountain with the Law and started teaching it to the people, his face was so animated and so glorious, that they could not look at it for very long; but it eventually faded,  Ex. 34:29-35.
5. The Mosaic Law is a part of God’s Word that was a fantastic benefit and blessing for the Israelites, but its glory was fading or temporary in that it would be replaced by a greater, unfading glory.

3:8

1.  Now the new, greater glory is mentioned.  It is the ministry of the Spirit, the glory that belongs to the Church Age only. The Mosaic Law ministry of death of the Jewish Age is inferior to the ministry of the Spirit of the Church Age.  

2. In the Jewish Age, Moses was the only believer who had glory, and it would fade after a short time, but today, every believer has glory that increases rather than fades away.  That glory is provided by the grace of God through the ministry of the H. S. in the life of every positive C.A. believer.

3. The glory of a baby believer who is filled with the H.S. for a short time is greater than the glory of the Mosaic Law, but it is not as great as the glory of the mature believer who is filled with the H.S. most of the time.

4. The glory of the Mosaic Law can be compared to physical beauty that fades away.  The glory of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer can be compared to the increasing inner beauty of a C.A. believer with B.D. that will endure forever if he persist.

3:9-10

1.   We have an a fortiori expression in this verse.  The Mosaic Law did have glory, so if what it had is considered to be glory, then with much greater reason, what we have in the Church Age is even greater glory.

2.  The ministry of condemnation is the Mosaic Law.

     The ministry of righteousness is the ministry of the H.S. in Church Age believers.

3.   The latter glory far exceeds the former.  The Mosaic Law is like the moon and the H.S. ministeries in the C.A. believer is like the sun.

4.   Unbelievers and many believers without doctrine ignore the principle set forth in these verses bacause they glorify the ministry of condemnation above the ministry of righteousness.  They elevate the Mosaic Law above grace and above the spiritual dynamics of the Church Age.

3:11

1.  What fades away is the Mosaic Law.  KATARGEO  (means to be unemployed, to be idle, or made void.

2.  The if is a first class conditional clause, if and it is true.  The M.L. did come with glory as the animated face of Moses symbolized.  It revealed truths regarding nations, marriage, family, health, and Jesus Christ.

3.   The M.L. is unemployed with regard to the Church but not with regard  to unbelievers because it is still useful in revealing their sin and need for a Savior.

4.   There is nothing wrong with the Mosaic Law;  it is as perfect as everything that comes from God.  It had fantastic benefits for the Jews and others, but something has come that is far superior.  God resided in the Jewish Temple which was fabulous, but is was destroyed. 
5.   Now He resides in a new Temple which is the body of C. Age believers.  This is another example of how a visible aspect of the Mosaic Law has been replaced with the invisible reality of the C.A. .

6.   The righteousness demanded by the Mosaic Law is accomplished by C.A. believers by the filling of the Holy Spirit and never by complying with the mandates of the Law.

LESSON # 31   (7-6-04)
7. The Mosaic Law was executed through natural or physical means, whereas the Christian way of life is executed by supernatural means, Rom. 8:2-4.

8. The glory of the Holy Spirit’s ministry in the C.A. believer remains and will never fade away.

3:12

1.  Verses 12-18 have to do with the removal of two veils.

2.  Hope means confidence, and Paul is saying that since he is confident that the Mosaic Law has been set aside by the more glorious spiritual dynamics of the Church Age, that is why he can speak with great courage and dogmatism concerning these things.

3.  It takes courage to communicate spirituality by grace because so many are legalistic and reject the invisible spiritual nature of C.A. doctrine.

4.   O.T. doctrine was taught through the use of training aids, types, holy days, rituals, the structure and furniture of the Temple, offerings, and modus operindi of the Levitical priesthood.  Legalists do not oppose this type of physical, visual worship. 

3:13 -14
1.   Veil 1  - The veil over the face of Moses                    Veil 2  - The veil over the mind of the Jew.

                  -  O.T.




               -  C.A.

                  -  Literal visual veil                                                       -  Real invisible veil  (neg. vol.)

                  -  Hid a temporary glory

                            -  Rejects a permanent glory

2.  The veil of Moses fell down to hide the fading glory of the M.L. whereas the veil in the C.A .is lifted to reveal the unfading glory of the ministry of the H.S. in the believer.  Moses’ veil fell down to hide the glory going out, diminishing;  the other veil is lifted to reveal the glory coming out, increasing.

3.   The question is, “How is the veil removed?”   Answer: Vs. 14 -  it is removed [by faith] in Christ.  Vs. 16 – but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
      The filling of the H.S. in the C.A. helps to produce the character of Christ in believers; it does not necessarily produce some kind of emotional exhilaration.  The glory of the C.A. is not in speaking tongues, in miracles, or in emotional ecstatics; the glory is believers filled with the H.S. who are executing the unique spiritual life of the C.A.

LESSON # 32   (7-8-04)
4.  The purpose of the H.S. in the C.A. is to glorify J.C., John 14:16.   He does this through positive believers who consistently learn and apply B.D. to their circumstances.

5.  Hardened – POROO  (comes from POROS meaning a kind of stone.  It means hard, 

     harden, hardening, hardness to make hard, callous, to petrify. 

6.  Negative volition always buys the lie.  We are surrounded by propaganda lies, and the truth of 

     B.D. that we have believed is our only hope of not becoming a casualty.

3:15

1.  This stubborn rejection of Jesus Christ by the Jews is sometimes called “The Big Blotout”       that still continues to this very day.  

2. The source of veils, darkness, is negative volition towards truth. Both unbelievers and 

     believers can have veils.  Unbelievers reject the gospel and believers reject the authority of their pastor-teacher and the commands to consistently learn the Word, II Tim.2:15, Heb.10:25.
3.  Most believers are ignorant or ignore the fact that we are in spiritual combat every day.  If 

we are not properly trained to rightly divide the Word of Truth, we will most certainly become casualties.  The spiritual attacks are so subtle that they will imprison us before we know it.

4.  Believers rationalize their spiritual lethargy and disobedience with the rationale that only 

    fanatical religious zealots would think that going to church more often than once a week is necessary.  Satan loves this type of thinking because he is the one who promotes it.
3:16

1.  Turns – EPISTREPHO  ( is in the aorist, active, subjunctive.  The action occurs in a point of time, is not a process, the subject, the person, performs the action, believing in Christ, and the action is a potential, he may or may not choose do it.

2.  Note the direction one turns here, to the Lord. In context, this refers to a person who responds to the convicting ministry of the H.S. Sometimes God allows circumstances to develop that build up pressure in a person’s life in order to cause them to turn.  If they turn to the Lord, then the veil, the negative volition, and the scar tissue of the soul, will be lifted.

3.  This principle applies to both unbelievers and believers.

4.  Unfortunately, many turn another direction in order to alleviate the pressure, towards drinking, sex, drugs, or some other type of pleasure or stimulation in an effort to help dull the pain. The worst thing a person can do is to turn to religion and it’s system of works and penance.  
LESSON # 33   (7-13-04)
FAR SUPERIOR GRACE SYSTEM   

1. The M.L. was a merit system, they had to merit God’s favor by complying with the M.L. We C.A. believers already have God’s complete favor from the moment we believe in Christ. Heb. 10:14 by one sacrifice he has made perfect [teleioo rai] forever those who are sanctified. 

2.  Since Christ paid the penalty for sin that the Law demanded, we must stop giving further


thought to legal obedience to the Law as a means of winning acceptance or favor from God.  Gal.3:10-13a     

3.  Why the Mosaic Law? Gal. 3:24 The law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith. But now that (the age of) faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.     
4.  We are not under the Mosaic Law. Gal. 5:18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. Rom. 6:14 – For sin/’the sin nature [hamartia-singular] shall absolutely not have authority/lordship [kurieuo] over you [once divorced from the first husband – he has NO authority over his former wife! Forget him, your sin nature] because you absolutely keep on not being under the [Mosaic] law [rules governing us under the first marriage – via your ‘marriage counselor’ – 
the Mosaic Law] but under grace [Charis, the name of the new ‘marriage counselor’].

Rom. 6:15 – What then? Shall we sin because we are no longer under the Law? Absolutely not!
5. Under the Law it was the best that man could do, under Grace it is the best that God can do.

6. The fact that we are under grace does not mean that we are free to sin Gal. 5:13, I Peter 2:16, Rom. 6:10-18.

7.  We are under a new Law – The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  Rom 8:2.


Phase I – Free from the penalty of sin.



Phase II – Free from the power of sin.



Phase III – Free from the presence of sin

8.  Is the work of the Spirit to make real to you the things that you have taken by faith.  

3:17

1.  The H.S. is KURIOS  (s) God,  Gen. 1:2, omnipotence, I Cor. 2:10-11, omniscience,       I Cor. 12:11, Sovereignty, Psalm 139:7, Omnipresence, Acts 5:3-4, II Cor.13:14, Jn.16:7-15.  

2.  Where the Spirit of the Lord (H.S.) is    Where is the H.S.?  IN US!  I Cor. 6:19.  

3.  there is liberty  All believers are free from the slave market of sin. Our OSN is no longer our master.  We are free from legalism and every kind of system of works.

4.  For the believer who is F/ HS, there is freedom from fear and worry.

5.  This freedom is not a license to sin but a license to serve.      

3:18

1.  we all means all believers.  

2.  unveiled  ANAKALUPTO  (rp pt., the permanent lifting of a veil.  This means that every believer can understand the Word of God through the Grace System of Perception

    and the F/ HS.  

3.  Moses received the Law from God with an unveiled face and received glory that was visible on his face. We receive doctrine with an unveiled face and God’s glory is visible in our lives.

4.  beholding  is a present middle participle meaning that we are benefited by consistently learning Bible doctrine.

5. mirror refers to the Word of God, *Ja.1:22-25, *I Cor. 13:12.  When we look intently into the mirror of the Word, we see the glory of God in His Word and what we look like on the inside.

LESSON # 34   (7-15-04)
6.  When the believer gets a good look at himself and God in the Scriptures, he is changed!  He is transformed  METAMORPHOO  (ppi.   When we become believers, we don’t have to try to change ourselves. We just take in God’s Word and it does all the work.  We can put a lot of effort into changing ourselves, or we can come to Bible class.  Its our choice.
7.  same image refers to what we see In the Word, the glory of God.

8.  glory  Number 1 refers to the glory of God revealed in His Word, B.D.  

9.  glory  Number 2 refers to that glory being reflected by us, application of B.D.

10.The first glory is what goes in;  the second glory is what comes out.

11.We are reminded that this transformation can only take place through the ministry of the H.S. working in our lives.  Just as from the Lord, the Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 

