CHAPTER 7

LESSON  # 85  (1-18-05)   
II Cor. 7:1

1.   These ornery, stubborn, fat-headed Corinthians are called  “beloved” because of their position “in Christ”.  Jesus Christ is 


the beloved one and they are in union with Him.

2.  Let us cleanse ourselves  -  KATHARIZO  (v. aas, to cleanse, to purify, to make clean.  Notice that Paul 


included himself in this directive. Of course, the way we cleanse ourselves is through Rebound.

3.  Understanding and claiming the promises in the verses that preceded this one provides motivation for us to keep our sin accounts with God frequent.

4.  from all defilement  -  MOLUSMOS  (s),  n. gms, defilement, something offensive such as garbage, stain, or excrement.  This is used in the sense of having MAS, sins of the tongue, or overt sins while in the presence of others.

5.   Paul was telling them this In order to help them to recognize and deal with the nasty things they had said about him in the 

 
past. Some did not like him, and others were angry with him and still holding grudges.

6.  of flesh and spirit  -  Of flesh refers to allowing the OSN to be in control.  Of spirit refers to a negative attitude towards 


Bible doctrine.  This negative volition intensifies molusmos in the soul.

7.  It must be stressed that Rebound alone is not the solution to this problem.  It is the first step, but if the soul is not nourished by exploiting the GSP, taking in the Word of God, then the problem will persist. 

8.  perfecting  -  EPITELEO  (pt. pa,   EPI = on, at, near;  TELEO = to complete or to finish.  When they are put together, it means to reach a goal.  What is your goal as a believer in Jesus Christ?  The present tense suggests that the goal is reached through consistent intake of B.D.
9.  holiness   -  HAGIOSUNE  (n. asf,  holiness or consecration.  This is referring to experiential sanctification, not positional sanctification!  The goal is to reach the level of experiential sanctification where we glorify our Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON  # 86  (1-20-05)   
10. in the fear of God  does not mean that we are to cower in fear before God.  Here, fear  means respect.  We 


must keep in mind at all times that God means business. If we ignore Him and His Word, we do so at our own peril!     . 


II Cor. 7:2

1.  Make room for us in your hearts  -  If you have MOLUSMOS (bitterness, implacability, revenge) in your soul, then you don’t have room for forgiveness, toleration, understanding, thoughtfulness, or unconditional love.  People who carry around a grudge towards someone create their own misery.  Just about every person who carries a grudge also gossips.  It’s not enough that they hate a certain person, but they want everyone else to hate them, too.
2.   He reminds them that they had wronged no one nor corrupted no one.  Some Corinthians said that his grace message had corrupted them.  The accusation is still made today that “Faith alone in Christ alone” and “Rebound” give license to sin.  Self-righteous people who hate grace make this accusation.  They refuse to give God any glory because they demand to be recognized so that they receive the credit.  

3.  We took advantage of no one  is a reference to cheating someone financially.  Some had accused Paul of being greedy and of only being in Corinth to cheat people out of their money.  They accused him of being in the ministry for the money and that he was trying to chisel it out of them.

II Cor. 7:3

1.  He explained that he was not saying these things in a spirit of condemnation and reminded them that they were in his heart.  This is an expression of warmth, affection, and love.  How could Paul and his companions have love in their hearts for these mean, nasty, accusatory, caustic Christians?   The MOLUSMOS was put out, and the doctrine put in to their souls. 

2.  He explained to them that no matter if they were in the living stage or the dying phase of life, they remained in their hearts.  The Corinthians would be on their minds even as they took their last breath.

II Cor. 7:4

1.  Far from wishing to condemn the Corinthians, Paul had joyful confidence in them to the point of boasting about them. After Paul wrote his first letter strongly admonishing them, he developed depression and anxiety from thinking he had been too harsh, 2 Cor. 2:12, but when Titus brought him news of the positive impact it had, he became exceedingly joyful.

2.   He continued to have all types of adversity, trouble, and problems, but he maintained his RMA and +H.  He was filled,          PLEROMA  (v. rpi,  to fill up a void, with comfort.  The comfort was derived from the good news from Titus. 

3.   Notice that the pressure and troubling issues he had to deal with did not change, but he changed.   He no longer had the lingering concern about the Corinthians, but was exuberant even though the adversity continued.

LESSON  # 87  (1-25-05)   
II Cor. 7:5

1.  Paul, Luke, Timothy, Epaphroditus, and others were continually under the gun.  The suffering they endured was undeserved.  This was not divine discipline. They were not belligerent, trying to pick fights, or causing trouble.  

2.   Paul was in combat with outside issues every day.  A fight here, a confrontation there, an incident, a quarrel, a disagreement, an altercation, someone’s feelings get hurt, someone gets angry, and it goes on and on and on.

3.  Remember, adversity is inevitable, but stress is optional.  The biggest contributor to stress is fear, and fear is on the inside.
4.   We all have things that may frighten us.  Paul had heathens as well as carnal believers constantly trying to discredit him.  He had followers who could leave him at any moment.  He had Judizers who went behind him deceiving the sheep by twisting up the doctrines he had just taught them.  Many people disliked him, hated him, and some wanted to kill him.  

II Cor. 7:6

1.  But God  -  These are the two words we need to remember when we are depressed, suffering, or frightened.  These two words have the power to change our thinking and attitudes.  

2.  who comforts   -  PARAKALEO  (pt. pa, to comfort, to help.  Our God is the God of comfort.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4  -  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort;  4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
 Isaiah 51:12  -  I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and of the son of man who is made like grass;
3.  the depressed -  TAPEINOS  (), to be pressed down, to be squeezed or pressured.  We all get depressed and discouraged from time to time, and God is always aware when our morale is low.  In this case, God sent Titus with good news about the changes the Corinthians had made resulting in great encouragement for Paul.  

4.  Titus was Paul’s trouble-shooter.  He succeeded with the Corinthians where Timothy and Apollos failed.  He had to get tough with them, they responded, and they changed their attitudes toward Paul and the doctrines he had taught them.

II Cor. 7:7

1.  Of course, Paul was comforted by seeing his good friend Titus again, but he was even more comforted when he heard the good news from Titus.  Titus was comforted as well by their response to his teaching.

a. their longing -  EPIPOTHESIS  (), n. asf,  EPI = over,  POTHESIS = a desire or enduring love.  The Corinthians longed for Paul.

b. their mourning   -  ODURMOS  (), n. asm,  to lament or to have remorse.  They felt bad about the way they had behaved and had treated Paul.

c. their zeal  - ZELOS  (), n. asm,  zeal, fervor, passion.  This refers to their zeal towards the teaching of Paul and their positive volition towards Bible doctrine.

2.  This glowing report from Titus was a bonus which made Paul rejoice all the more.

II Cor. 7:8

2 Corinthians 7:8-10  - For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season.  9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.  10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
LESSON  # 88  (1-27-05) SPECIAL LESSON ON “EASY BELIEVISM”

LESSON  # 89  (2-1-05)     
2 Corinthians 7:8  -  For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret  [metamelomai, v. ppi]   it   [it was necessary];   though I did regret [v.ipi]  it   [it was hard to do]  for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while [it was necessary for them to experience pain temporarily in order to straighten out].

1.  This verse starts out by showing what a good leader Paul was. He was not shy about asserting his authority when it was necessary.  Every good leader must do this from time to time, and it isn’t always easy to do. 

2.  There are ways to express our love that are pleasant, but there are also ways to express our love that are not easy or pleasant.  Any person in authority who refuses to assert his authority, being firm and tough when necessary, is a failure as an authority. Wimping out demonstrates that the one in charge cares more about himself than those who are under his care. 

3.  When someone in authority straightens out those under him, he is not out of fellowship unless he loses control and objectivity. Chewing someone out who needs it is not a sin.  If you don’t assert your authority, you will lose it !

II Cor. 7:9

2 Corinthians 7:9  -  I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance [ metanoia, a change of mind];  for you were made sorrowful according to the will  [standard]  of God, in order that you might not suffer loss in anything through us.

1.  Paul was not happy that what he wrote to them made them feel sorry.  But he was happy that his letter produced results. They were humbled, changed their minds, and recognized that Paul was right. Their attitude changed, and now they were ready to learn and grow.   

2.  There is no benefit in feeling sorry for sins except when reminds us to Rebound.  You can be sorry that you got caught or that your sins caused you pain, but that is not being sorrowful to the standard of God. That is being made sorry according to the standard of God.  

3.  Paul did not cause them to lose a thing through the pain and suffering they experienced from his letters.

LESSON  # 90  (2-3-05)   
II Cor. 7:10

 C.T.,  2 Corinthians 7:10  -  For sorrow, according to the standard of God, keeps on working out a change of mental attitude  [metanoeo] . . . directed toward deliverance  [from the sin unto death] . . . not to be regretted [metamelomai;  Paul was not sorry about the Corinthians having to being sorrowful to the point of finally changing their minds] . . . but sorrow, according to the standard of the world, keeps on working out death [the sin unto death].

1.  This is not a verse about salvation from hell. Feeling sorry for sin never saved anybody!
2.  Notice that sorrow that comes from pain of body or soul is effective in causing a change of attitude. Some call this kind of sorrow “Godly sorrow,” but that is a poor translation.  There is no such thing as “Godly sorrow”.  God is perfect and He is never sorry about anything. 






        

3.  Many, if not most people, must experience pain before they are ready to adjust their mental attitudes.  But smart 


believers “learn and live” often rather than “live and learn”.  You can learn the easy way or the hard way, it’s your choice.

4.  When the Corinthians received Paul’s first letter, they were experiencing pain and misery from the standard of their 


OSNs.  When Titus got through with them, they experienced pain from the standard of God.

5.  Sorrow according to the standard of the world is a sorrow which does not produce repentance, metanoeo.  This type of sorrow usually produces bitterness and anger towards others, circumstances, and God, Rev. 16:9-11.

6.  This attitude produces the Sin Unto Death.  The following is what such believers can expect :

1)  self-induced misery from their own bad decisions.

2) Added to that is divine discipline, further intensifying their misery.

3) Their life is cut short by the most horrible of deaths, Sin Unto Death.

4) They forfeit their fabulous escrow blessings.

5) they will be greatly embarrassed and ashamed at the JSC. 
LESSON  # 91  (2-8-05)   
6) they will be excluded from the heavenly marriage supper.

LESSON  # 92  (2-10-05)     











   

LESSON  # 93  (2-15-05)     
7) they will be millennially disinherited.  

8) they will receive no crowns, decorations, or rewards.

9) They will not be allowed to eat of the Tree of Life, and certain parts of heaven will be “off limits” for them.

10) They will spend all eternity as heavenly peons.

LESSON  # 94  (2-17-05)     
II Cor. 7:11

1.  Now we have a list of the results produced by their repentance:

a.  earnestness,  SPOUDE  (eagerness, diligence, enthusiasm.  They became very eager to get right with God and to execute His plan, II Tim. 2:15.
b.  what vindication of yourselves, APOLOGIAN  (defense, vindication.  They started to clear themselves using the perfect defense, Rebound!  This does not refer to making excuses!

c.  what indignation,  AGANAKTESIS  ().  This word means a change of mental attitude towards  the things they had done in carnality.  They saw themselves as they really were, and they hated what they saw.

d.  what fear, PHOBOS  (), fear, respect, reverence.  They started to pay attention and respect to Paul’s teaching, to the mandates, and to the warnings he had given them.

e.  what longing,   EPIPOTHESIS ), a longing, a craving, an insatiable desire for something.  They got to the point where they longed for Paul and God’s word.

f.  what zeal,   ZELOS  ( zeal, jealousy, fervor.   Their orientation to the doctrine motivated them to grow even more and to be doers of Word rather than hearers only.

g.  what avenging of wrong,  EKDIKESIS  (),  vindication, justice, retribution.  This refers to their new attitude towards their old lifestyle and habits.  

2.  All the things mentioned above had caused them to be cleared of the accusations that were made in the previous letters Paul had written them.  They stood blameless because they were humble enough to acknowledge their sins to God and get on track spiritually. 

3.  Paul’s letters where examples of tough love that paid off.  Of course God the Holy Spirit was the real Author, but He used Paul to do the actual writing.  The smart believer will recognize the importance of being firm with those who are out of line.  Even soft, tender souls must bear their teeth from time to time when applying tough love.

II Cor. 7:12

1.  Paul was making sure that the Corinthians knew he was not taking sides on any of these matters.  He had to stay completely objective, not play favorites, and not express aversion towards anyone.

2.  This underscores the importance of any person in authority being totally objective when dealing with issues that involve subordinates.  He must gather all the facts and then decide what to do based on those facts rather than trying to please the people involved.

3.  Sometimes, even the one who appears to be innocent can be the one who is out of line.  This is often the case when someone “plays the victim”.   This happens when a person is not really injured or wronged but acts as if he has been in order to gain sympathy or to cause another person to be blamed. 

II Cor. 7:13-16

1.  The Corinthians were no longer wracked with MAS because they were humbled by the Word of God and they had “repented”.  Therefore they were comforted by the knowledge that they were forgiven and now on course.       

2.  Paul received comfort from the knowledge that they were back on track and moving forward towards spiritual maturity.  He became overjoyed when he recognized how happy Titus was at the turn of events in Corinth.  

3.  Attitudes can be contagious.  An encouraging, upbeat attitude can lift the spirit of others, whereas a negative, sour attitude can bring them down.

4.  Vs. 14  starts with if,  a first class, conditional clause.  Paul had so much confidence in the Corinthians that he had boasted about them to Titus.  Now, his bragging was vindicated by their actions. 

5.   He reminds them that he had not lied to them as some of the troublemakers had alleged.  As he spoke the truth to the Corinthians, it was proven that what he spoke about the Corinthians was the truth. 

6.   In vs. 15, we see the Greek word SPLAGCHNON  (translated affection.  In other places, it is translated heart, bowels, and inward parts.  It refers to emotions.  One of the greatest things for communicators of the Word is their students eagerly receive it, grasp it’s import, and then demonstrate that by exercising those principles to their circumstances.

 7.  Where there is no respect for the teacher, there can be no cognition.  One reason that the public school system in this country has failed is because the students have not been taught respect for authority.

8.  Vs. 16,  I rejoice,   CHARIO  (v. pai,  to be glad, happy, to be full of joy. Paul kept on being happy that he could have confidence in the Corinthians in all things.  He summarizes all that was covered so far. The state of the church at Corinth and the relationship between the apostle Paul and his flock is captured in these first two words. 
9.  Paul’s confidence in the Corinthians was not based on anything intrinsically good or stable about them but was placed in the love of God and the power of His Word working in their lives.
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