CHAPTER 8

LESSON  # 95  (2-22-05)     
II Cor. 8:1

1.  The subject is now changed to deal with grace giving. The next few chapters are elliptical and make it harder to translate.  The word Now or Moreover is translated from the Greek particle DE which is used in order to change the subject.

2.  Outline of Chapters 8 and 9

Chapter 8,    vs  1-6      The grace giving of the Macedonians who were in poverty 

        “                     7-15      Exhortation to the Corinthians who were wealthy

        “                   16-24      Personal commendation of Titus


Chapter 9,   vs   1-5      The delegation from Paul

        “                     6-15     The Biblical benefits of giving

3.  Now brethren. . .   Notice that the instructions for grace giving are given to believers.  We do not knowingly accept monetary gifts from unbelievers, and this is stated in the CBC Constitution.  The privilege of giving is an expression of worship, so it certainly does not apply to the unbeliever.

4.  The Macedonians had been impoverished by the Romans, but God blessed them enough so that they could demonstrate their love and gracious attitude through giving to the starving believers of Jerusalem.

5.  I don’t care how much or how little you give; the fact that you are able to give anything at all is because of the grace of God working in your life.  

6.  has been given,  DIDOMI  (pt. rp,  to give.   The passive voice means that the Macedonians did nothing to earn or deserve the grace they received from God.  God used them to provide the needs of their brethren in Jerusalem.

7.  Paul was so impressed with their grace attitude that he spoke of it often, Acts 24:17, Rom.15:25-28, I Cor.16: 1-4, Gal.2:10, and  II Cor.8:1-5.
II Cor. 8:2-3

1.  Notice that they were in the midst of great adversity, including poverty, however they passed the test and were overflowing with an abundance of joy!  

a.  This seems to be impossible to the unbeliever’s mind;  great adversity and an overflow of happiness do not go together.  However, they had a super abundance of joy and a super abundance of poverty at the same time.

b.  Happiness cannot be built on circumstances.  It cannot be built on happiness. Yesterday’s happiness from pleasant circumstances cannot make you happy today when undergoing adverse circumstances.  +H can only be built on B.D., Jer. 15:16, John 13:17, I John 1:4.
2.  So the Macedonians had great poverty, great happiness, and a gracious mental attitude. 
Principal #1:  Giving is a mental attitude rather than an amount of money donated.

3.  Verse 3, For I testify that according to their ability,  is not referring to their financial ability to give but to their ability to give based on their mental attitude of grace.  And beyond their ability speaks of their financial ability called “sacrificial giving” because of having to make sacrifices in order to give generously.

4.  they gave of their own accord.   They gave willingly, voluntarily, from their own free wills.
Principal #2:  True giving is always done voluntarily, apart from any pressure or compulsion.
5.  No point system, no emotional gimmicks, no guilt trips, no bribing God for a better deal, and no approbation lust are 


involved in true giving.  Giving must be done in privacy as unto the Lord as a commemoration of the Father’s grace.

6.  Giving must be an expression of free will based on grace-orientation.

LESSON  # 96  (2-24-05)     
II Cor. 8:4 & 5                            
1.  begging us,  DEOMAI  (v. pmi,  to keep on imploring, asking, begging.  

2.  favor,  CHARIS  (s)  n. asf,  grace, kindness, privilege.  Most believers consider giving to be a chore rather than a privilege.  If writing a check or taking money out of your wallet is drudgery to you, then you have missed the point altogether.  It is an honor and privilege to give to the Lord. 

3.  The natural mind thinks that the more you give, the less you have.  But the Macedonians were left with little or nothing after they donated to the collection and still had something very important   -  grace!   It was true grace giving, characterized by having no strings attached.  They neither wanted nor expected nothing in return for their generous gift. 

Principal #3: Christian giving is a privilege associated with grace.

4.  Notice in verse five that they gave more than what was expected by first giving themselves to the Lord and then, to the ministry of Paul and his team. True giving is soul giving. And that is exactly what this was.  Any unbeliever can give money, but they cannot give their soul to the Lord.

5.  True giving is an extension of the soul life and spiritual life of the believer.  It is never be based on the emotions.

Principal #4:  Giving is a soul activity.  Neither the amount of the gift nor the quality of the gift is emphasized.
6.  Giving is not a test of your financial status; it is a test of spiritual status, your grace-orientation.  Giving is an 


expression of your non-meritorious positive volition.        

II Cor. 8:6                           
1.  Paul did not order Titus to go back to Corinth to take up a collection for the saints in Jerusalem.  He informed Titus 


of the situation and what he desired, and Titus voluntarily agreed to go.  

2.  Titus had already brought the Corinthians some distance in their spiritual growth by teaching them B.D. on his first 


trip, and now they needed to be brought even further; even to the point where they would be willing to share what 


the Lord had graciously provided for them with other believers who were suffering financially.

3.  so he would also complete in you,  EPITELEO  (v. aas.  The subjunctive mood means that Titus would not order them or pressure them in any way to give to the relief fund.  It was entirely left up to each believer himself to decide whether to give or not to give.

II Cor. 8:7                           

1.  Now in verses 7-15 we have an exhortation to the Corinthians. There are several things mentioned that would 


encourage the Corinthians to develop the proper motivation to give.

2.  abound,  PERISSEUO  v. pai.  This should be translated, keep on abounding.  They were abounding both materially and spiritually.

3.  Now we have the things that are necessary to give. Notice that not one of them refers to money.  The first thing mentioned is “faith”.  Next we have in “utterance” or “speech” which refers to the technical vocabulary the Corinthians had developed.  Next we have in “knowledge”.  The first two must be present before this one can be added to the list.  “Earnestness” is our old friend SPOUDE in the Greek..  The last thing mentioned in this verse is love.  These are the ingredients needed in order to give properly.

4.  abound, PERISSEUO  (v.pas.  This is the same word as Point 2 but this one is in the subjunctive mood.

5.  Whether they would abound in grace by participating in this contribution was strictly a matter of their volition.  


Since the Corinthian believers excelled in the five things listed in this verse, it should follow that they would also 


excel in grace giving.  This more of an exhortation than a command.  

6.  NASV:  See that you abound in this gracious work also.  

     C.T.:     With the result that you should also abound in this expression of grace.

LESSON  # 97  (3-15-05)     
Principal #5:  Giving is an extension of spiritual stability in the believer and is not based on emotions.

7. This spiritual stability comes from the consistent intake of God’s Word.  A believer whose spiritual momentum is 


waning will usually give based on emotions.  

a.  Guilt is a MAS that is a huge motivating factor in improper giving.  No one can make up for sin or get right with 



God by what he gives.


b. 
Fear is also a MAS that motivates improper giving.  Some believers think that they can eliminate divine discipline by bribing God with money.


c.  Approbation lust motivates some believers to give because they think that God will promote them or bless them based on what they give.

Cor. 8:8                           

1.  The Word of God does NOT command Giving. It must be done as a result of divine viewpoint in your mentality.  

PRINCIPAL #6:  True Christian giving is love giving, not law giving.

2. 
Even in the O.T., under the Mosaic Law, believers were not commanded to give.  Tithing was mandatory for both 


believers and unbelievers because it was an income tax.  Tithes were mandatory, offerings were optional.

3.  NASV:  but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.
     C.T.:     but as challenging you through the zeal of others [the Macedonians] to test the genuineness of your    

                  love.

4.  Obviously, the Corinthians need to be exhorted in this part of their spiritual life.  This is not prodding or pressuring by 


Paul to accumulate enough money to help the Jerusalem believers.  Giving is a part of worship and they needed to 


be informed on this aspect of worship as much as the other aspects of worship.

5.  What is worship?   Worship is a mental attitude of reciprocal love towards God which results in an overt action.  

     John 4:24 - God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit [filled with the 


Holy Sprit] and truth [Bible Doctrine]. The overt part of worship includes singing, praying, giving, observance of the Lord’s Supper and learning Bible doctrine.  These mean nothing unless they are done as an expression of our love towards God under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  It is doctrine on the inside that gives meaning to aspects of worship on the outside.
5.  The Corinthians were being tested with regard to the genuineness of their love. Their love for whom?  Their love for 


the  Lord.  Paul did not want the Corinthians to miss out on the joy and benefits of grace giving that the Macedonians 


were 
experiencing.

LESSON  # 98  (3-17-05)     
II Cor. 8:9

1.  Now we have an example of proper giving.  Now you know, you have to know at least some doctrine and have grace-orientation under your belt in order to give properly.

2.  A person who gives but lacks grace-orientation will add strings to the gift. He gives but he expects something in return.  Example: “If I give, then God will bless me. The more I give, the better chance I have of getting that promotion.”

3.  Declaring that Jesus was rich is certainly an understatement, I Chron. 29:12-16, Psalm 50:10-11, Psa. 24:1, Col. 2:14.  

4.  He became poor  Not only did our Lord become a man lower than angels, but he became a man who did not have his own home, Matt.8:20. He had no bank account, no stocks or bonds, no social security or pension fund, no credit cards, no mode of transportation, no expensive clothes that he had bought, no furniture, no property, no jewelry, and no college degree.  He worked with his hands as a carpenter until he was thirty years old.

5.  Actually, this phrase refers to our Lord going to the cross.  Because the King of Kings voluntarily took on the lowly state of a man and went to the cross, every person who believes in Him can become rich.  Of course this does not mean that every person who is a believer will acquire an excess of money.  But it does mean that we are intimately related to the One who owns everything!  We are royalty!

6.  How would you like to have everything you want so that money is never a factor.  Many think that this is all that is needed in order to be happy.  Of course, this is not true, but mature believers in heaven will have both riches & +H.

7.  Mature believers know that money and material wealth has nothing to do with being truly rich.  We all have logistical grace and the potential for super grace.  

II Cor. 8:10

1.  Now Paul gives them advice.  He does not give them a command because that would go against the principle of personal volition in giving.  Giving is always a matter of volition, not something that is demanded.

2.  He told them that it would be to their advantage to follow his advice.  His advice was to follow through on a collection that was started a year earlier.  

3.  The first time to do is used, it is the an aorist active infinitive referring to the act of giving.  The word desire is a present active infinitive.  The point here is that the desire to give stays with you whether you have the ability to give or not. The wife who loves her husband always has a desire to give herself to her husband even though there may be times that she is unable to.

LESSON  # 99  (3-22-05)     

II Cor. 8:11

1.  Paul tells them that they had a desire, or we might call it positive volition, to start this collection, so he tells them now to go ahead and use this same positive volition to finish it.  

2.  Does he tell them to cough up their 10 percent?  NO!  He said they should complete the offering by their ability.  We are never commanded to give and we are never commanded to give a specific amount.  Tithing goes against the grace principle in giving. Giving is a spiritual function, it must come from what you are spiritually.

II Cor. 8:12-15

1.  For if the readiness is present  is a first class conditional clause meaning:   If there was the desire to give based on Bible doctrine and there was, then that is what is acceptable.  Notice, there is no amount mentioned that is necessary for the gift to be acceptable.  If the desire is there, it is acceptable even if there is nothing to give.  It’s not what goes in the offering plate but what goes on in your soul that matters.
2.  Giving is acceptable according to what a man has, the desire to give, and not on what he doesn’t have, the means to give. This is the exact opposite of scalawags who pressure people to give more than they are able to afford.

3.   Verse 13 -  For this [collection] is not for the ease of others [to release others from the responsibility of giving] and for your affliction [adding pressure or responsibility to the Corinthians], but by way of equality  [fairness].
4.  Paul was trying to put to rest any ideas that the Corinthians might have that they were to carry the entire responsibility for providing for the needs of the N.T. church all by themselves.  He didn’t want them to think that they were being taken advantage of.

5.  Verse 14  -  at this present time your abundance [of money] being a supply for their [Jerusalem believers] want, that their abundance [of pastor-teachers] also may become a supply for your want [Bible teachers], that there may be equality;

6.  The Jerusalem believers needed money and the Corinthian believers needed Bible teachers.  Each church had what 


the other church needed.  Giving is not just about giving money.  Often when people don’t have money to give but 


they have the desire to give, they give of their time, service, or labor in order to help meet the needs of a local church.

7.  Verse 15 -  as it is written, "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little had no 


lack.  This refers to the Israelites who gathered manna in the wilderness. Manna is made up of two Hebrew words: MAN  HU, meaning “What is it?”  That’s what they said when they walked out of their tents and saw it, Ex.16:14-15.
8.  The Doctrine of Manna and The Principle of Fairness

1)  God provided manna every day of the week except Saturday, so on Friday they had to collect a double portion.   The manna that was placed in the Ark of the Covenant never spoiled, Ex.16:19-20, Heb.9:4, Ex.16:33.
2)  Manna that was gathered up each morning and brought in did not spoil, but manna left out in the sun spoiled. Bible doctrine that is learned or brought into the soul as epignosis is useful and edifying, but doctrine that is not metabolized is like the ungathered manna; it is of no use, Matt.4:4, Deut.8:3, Jer.15:16.
3)  Those who gathered a lot did not have any more than those who gathered a little because a lot matched their capacity for a lot and a little matched their capacity for a little.  All of them did not need the same amount, but they all had enough,  Ex.16:16-18 and II Cor.8:15  

4)  This has to do with God’s fairness.  Some receive more than others, but some need more than others.  God is fair in that everyone gets what he needs.

5)  Some believers seem to receive more grace from God than others, and that’s just fine. The ones who have more doctrine and more capacity to exploit God’s grace receive more grace.  God always fills us up to the capacity that we are able to hold.

6)  Some people loved the taste of manna, positive volition, Ex.16:3,1, and some hated it, negative volition, Num.21:5.
7)  The people had to gather Manna every day except Saturday, the Sabbath, because it could not be stored.  Bible doctrine must also be taken in every day; it cannot be stored either. 

8)  The Israelites did not deserve or earn the provision of manna, but God faithfully and graciously provided it every day.  He does the same for us with our manna which is spiritual food.

9)  Those who rejected manna suffered divine discipline, Num.21:5-6.   Those who reject B.D. suffer divine discipline, Gal. 5:4.
LESSON  # 100  (3-24-05)     
II Cor. 8:16

1.  C.T. -  But thanks be to God, who keeps on giving the same diligence [spoude] on your behalf in the heart of Titus.

2.  Titus acquired the diligence in his soul towards consistent intake of doctrine, and this is what made him eager to do 


whatever he could to help the saints in Jerusalem.
3.  The Heart: 
1)  The real you is in the heart;  Proverbs 23:7  - For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. . .  You are what you think
2)   Life happens in the heart:  love, hate, happiness, sorrow, hope, discouragement, courage, cowardice, pressure, relief, forgiveness, implacability, humility, arrogance, change, stubbornness, peace, conflict, trust, doubt, stead-fastness, instability, wisdom, and foolishness.

3)  The heart contains a frame of reference, memory center, conscience for norms and standards, mental attitude, Ezek.11:19-21, Isa.55:7-9, II Cor. 10:5.

4)  The Bible refers to happiness of heart as well as sadness of heart;  Proverbs 15:13 – A joyful heart makes a cheerful face, but when the heart is sad, the spirit is broken.

     Prov. 17:22 - A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.

5)  The heart is desperately wicked when under the influence of the OSN;  Jeremiah 17:9 - The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

4.  About Titus:

1)  Titus was one of Paul’s theological students, Titus 1:4.
2)  He was a trouble-shooter, sent to Corinth to straighten things out after Timothy’s failure, II Cor. 2:13.
3)  He straightened things out and then joined Paul in Macedonia with news that turned Paul’s depression into +H, II Cor. 7:5-7, and 13-15.  

4)   Between Paul’s first and second imprisonment, Paul and Titus visited Crete, Titus 1:5.
5)  Then Titus was sent a year later to Dalmacia, II Timothy 4:10.

6)   Prior to all of this, Titus had been a test case in Jerusalem, Galatians 2:1-3.  He was a Gentile.

7)  There is some speculation that Titus was the brother of Luke, II Cor. 8:18, 12:18. They were both Gentiles, so this might explain why Titus is not mentioned in Acts which was written by Luke.

8)  Historical tradition says that Titus later returned to Crete and lived there as its Bishop until he died at a ripe old age which was unusual for a troubleshooter.
II Cor. 8:17

1.  Titus welcomed the opportunity to take the offering collected in Corinth to the suffering believers in Jerusalem.  This demonstrates the proper mental attitude of a believer when he has the opportunity to serve or to help others.  

2.  Many believers miss opportunities because they are either afraid or dull of hearing.  Titus was a great believer who seized opportunities with gusto.  No one had to encourage or persuade him; he was ready and willing.

3.  SPOUDE  is a noun in vs. 16 meaning diligence; here it is SPOUDAIOS, an adjective translated earnest or enthusiasm.
4.  AUTHAIRETOS  (s) is another adjective used in conjunction with SPOUDAIOS meaning one’s own accord or one’s own initiative.  Some believers sit around their entire lives and never take the initiative to do anything.  Their attitude is to let someone else do it.  They are the very ones who complain when something needs attention while it never occurs to them to take the initiative and to the take care of it themselves.

LESSON  # 101  (3-29-05)     
 II Cor. 8:18-21
 1.  A team went with Titus on his mission with Titus in charge.  There always has to be someone in authority or else there will be confusion and chaos.  It is very possible that one of the two men that accompanied Titus was his brother Luke.
2.  Whoever he was, he was appointed or chosen by the churches who took the administration of this offering seriously.  
PRINCIPLE #7:  Money given by believers to the Lord’s ministry must be administered properly.
3.  Reliable people must be appointed by the church to collect and to account for the money that is collected.
4.  Money must be handled by more than one person in order to eliminate any appearance of impropriety or misappropriation of funds.  
5.  The purpose of the offering is given at the end of verse 19, for the glory of the Lord Himself, and to provide opportunity to demonstrate one’s eagerness to give.
6.  When the offering plate is passed, it is just as much a test for the mental attitude of the believer as when the Communion plate is passed.  It is an invisible measure of your capacity to love God.  What you are thinking at that moment is what matters!  
7.  It was paramount for the ones who administered the collection that everything be carried out honorably and above board.  Of course they were concerned first with what God thought and also about what others thought about the way they handled things.
II Cor. 8:22
1.   Now we have another unnamed man who is commended for his administrative work as an illustration of workers who do their job as unto the Lord behind the scenes. These are unsung heroes who you’ll never hear complain nor clamor for the spotlight and recognition. They are faithful servants doing the unnoticed jobs necessary for local church function.
2.  This issue emphasizes the ministry of grace over personalities. God knows these people very well. Their faithful effort in the shadows does not go unnoticed by Him.
3.  The man chosen for such a job was tested and found to be diligent, SPOUDAIOS, but he had become even more diligent because of his great confidence in the Corinthians.
II Cor. 8:23-24
1.  All of these administrators are considered to be messengers, agents, or representatives of their churches and have this wonderful opportunity to do a good job that would reflect the glory of Christ.
2.  Paul explains that in consideration of his endorsement of this delegation, the Corinthian believers were to demonstrate 

the proof of their love.  Their love for whom?  God!  How?  Through giving!  




































