LESSON  # 102  (3-31-05)     
II Cor. 9: 1-2
1.  SUPERFLUOUS means to exceed what is normal or necessary. The Corinthians had already been taught about the doctrine of giving, but Paul didn’t hesitate to go over doctrines again. Doctrines are remembered when they are repeated over and over.

2.  So here, once again, are the principles learned in Chapter 8.
PrinciplE #1:  Giving is a mental attitude rather than an amount of money donated.
PrinciplE #2:  True giving is always done voluntarily apart from pressure or compulsion.
PrincipLE #3:  Christian giving is a privilege associated with grace.
PrinciplE #4:  Giving is a soul activity.  The amount of the gift and the quality of the gift is never emphasized.
PrinciplE #5:  Proper giving is an extension of the spiritual stability of the believer and is not based on emotions.
PRINCIPLE #6:  True Christian giving is love giving, not law giving.
PRINCIPLE #7:  Money given by believers to the Lord’s ministry must be administered properly.
3.  Some people are not interested unless the lesson is something new and different.  When a review is given, they go to sleep, literally, or in their minds. They tune out or think about something else when the pastor is repeating a doctrine.

4.  Vs. 2,  Paul knew that they were willing to give. They just needed direction or instruction as to what to do.  They were mentally ready to give but had not yet completed the offering.  
5.  Paul bragged to others about the Corinthian believers.  

PRINCIPLE #8  -  The noble activity of believers based on B.D. encourages other believers to act nobly also.  Notice that the zeal of one believer can stimulate it in other believers.
6.  Important point!  Paul was not bragging on the Corinthians because of the amount they gave but because of the mental attitude they had toward giving.  He did not go to other churches and say, “The Corinthians have given $100,000!  Who will give $200,000?
     PRINCIPLE #9  -  Don’t give when you are out of fellowship.  
7.  The Corinthians had been out of fellowship for awhile, but at this point, they had Rebounded and were ready to give 

properly.  No divine good can be accomplished unless there is first (1) the filling of the H.S. and (2) doctrine in the soul.
8.  Macedonia was the northern part of Greece.  Achaia was a province of Southern Greece where Corinth was located.  
II Cor. 9: 3-5
1.  So Paul sent the three-man delegation to make sure that the offering was completed and that the things he had told the Macedonians would not be in vain.  He had kept repeating to them that the Corinthians were prepared in their soul to give.
2.  Vs. 4, if, third class conditional clause, means maybe yes or maybe no. If the Macedonians accompanied Paul to Corinth, he did not want them to find the Corinthians spiritually immature and unready to give properly.  If that were the case, Paul and the other teachers would be embarrassed.  
3.  Vs. 5, the Corinthians were carnal until Titus went and sorted things out.  They were ready to give when he left, but Paul didn’t want to assume that they were still that way, so he made a command decision and sent this delegation in order to be sure.  
4.  Paul did not want the Corinthians to feel pressured in any way by him sending a delegation, but he thought that it was necessary under the circumstances to send them. This would allow the Corinthian believers to obey the mandate to glorify God and to maintain an honorable reputation among men.

5.  He was concerned that going to Corinth without sending a delegation first might cause embarrassment for the Corinthian believers as well as fellow travelers who might be with him. It would put the Corinthian believers on the spot so that they would give under pressure, or as it says in this verse, affected by covetousness, Prov. 23:4-5.

II Cor. 9:6
1.  Paul started laying the foundation for this in chapter 8, and now they are ready for this verse. Now this  refers to the Law of Giving.  An agricultural axiom is used to illustrate this giving principle that is stated in Prov. 11:24-25.
2.  Paul defends the statement he made in the previous verse that giving is a blessing for believers. The one who gives sparingly, stingily, or parsimoniously will also reap sparingly, stingily, or parsimoniously.    
3.  Now here comes the bombshell. THIS DOES NOT REFER TO THE AMOUNT GIVEN  BUT TO THE MENTAL ATTITUDE ONE HAS IN GIVING.
4.  It is the difference between legalism and grace.  If you give by legalistic compulsion, then you will reap zero blessings.  If you give by grace, EULOGIA (a blessing), then you will reap a grace blessing, EULOGIA. God does not  bless legalism.
a. Just as in farming, everything that brings about production and blessing comes from God:  the seed, the soil, the sun, the rain, the honeybees, the nutrients in the soil, and the harvest.
b. It is the same working in a big city high-rise office building.  Everything that brings about production and blessing comes from God.
c. You have nothing to give God that He didn’t give you first!
PRINCIPLE #10  - Giving according to the principle of grace guarantees blessing.
5.  In grace giving, the person gives of himself, his mental attitude, and his money.  How can you tell the difference between grace money and legalistic money?  Grace money is a product of grace-orientation in your soul.  Legalistic money has conditions attached to it.
6.  A person who is a grace giver will be blessed regardless of how much he gives.  A person who is a legalistic giver will not receive blessing no matter how much he gives.  God is not  a genie. No one can bribe our God.
7.  If this verse meant that those who gave large amounts or at least 10% of their profits would reap blessings, then poor people would not receive this blessing from God.
8.  A believer with the right M.A. who gives very little will receive blessings, but a believer who gives stingily and/or  grudgingly will not receive a blessing.  No Grace-Orientation = stinginess in the soul = stinginess in giving. A person can give a million dollars and it be a stingy offering.  Why?  Because he gave grudgingly or with strings, and had no G-O in the soul.  Gratitude towards God and G-O come from metabolized doctrine in the soul.
9.  If a believer filled with the Holy Spirit gives from his love for God and from his gratitude for the grace God has given to him, then the amount he gives will be the right amount.
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1.  This verse expands on the Law of Giving from the previous verse.  The KJV says Everyone man, and it is incorrect.    The correct translation is Let each man which stresses that giving is not mandated but it is an individual decision. While this verse brings up the amount given, there is no broad, across-the-board mandated amount that everyone must follow.

2.  Each man is to give as he has purposed or determined in his heart.  This puts a stake through the heart of tithing.  Our grace giving is not determined by the Mosaic Law but by what?  Our heart (stream of thinking) is the determiner of how we give.  

3.  not grudgingly means to give when you don’t really want to, would grumble, complain, or give reluctantly. This means that if you can’t give willingly, then don’t give at all.

4.  or under compulsion  Definition of compulsion:  the act of driving or urging by force, physical or moral;  force applied;  constraint of the will  (American Dictionary of the English Language,  Noah Webster 1828)    Does it sound reasonable that God would force us go give even if it was against our will and that we should do it cheerfully?  Where is the grace in that?

5.  Those who subscribe to tithing give as demanded by the Mosaic Law which could never apply to us because it would be considered compulsion. Tithers think that if they don’t tithe they are being disobedient and will not be blessed.

6.  Compulsion can also come from the function of the emotions.   Pressure to give is applied upon millions of believers around the globe by legalistic or greedy pastors by means of emotional appeals to guilt, sympathy, or blame.

7.
Capacity for giving comes from doctrine in the soul just as capacity for love and capacity for life do.

8.
 Worship is not something imposed upon us;  it is an expression of reciprocal love and gratitude towards God. Giving is part of worship and we should enjoy it as much as we enjoy singing, praying, and learning doctrine.


9.  God loves a cheerful giver,  HILAROS  (s), cheerful, willing   It is impossible to be a cheerful giver apart from having positive volition, grace-orientation, and personal love for the Lord.  Being a cheerful giver has nothing to do with emotions and everything to do with knowing Bible doctrine.

II Cor. 9:8

1.  Up to this point, the emphasis has been on the believer’s mental attitude in giving, but now the focus changes a bit to the provision God makes in order for us to have something to give.

2.  And God is able -  Surely one of the greatest hindrances about giving as well as many other aspects of the believer’s life is failure to believe this.   Able, DUNATEO  (v. pai,  to be able, competent, powerful enough.

3.  to make all grace super abound toward you  -  Do you know the different types of grace?  God is faithful to provide for our material needs just as much as our spiritual needs.  This does not mean that once you become a believer you will be on easy street financially.  And it’s not saying that God will make all grace super abound toward you, but He is able, not obligated, to make all grace super abound toward you.  At times, God may withhold financial provision in order to test believers. Abound,  PERISSEUO  (inf. aa,  over and above what is necessary.  

4.  that always having all sufficiency in everything  -  Wouldn’t you agree that this statement just about covers it?  We are God’s children and He takes care of us.
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     God provides everything to us through His grace.  We do not earn nor deserve this fantastic provision.  

5.  you may have an abundance for every good deed – Again we have the word abundance.  It is the same Greek 


word, but this time it is the present active subjunctive.  This means that maybe we will and maybe we won’t produce divine good.  Even though God provides everything we need in order to do divine good, whether we do it or not depends on us.  Being a believer does not automatically mean that divine good will be accomplished, but it does mean that God provides everything needed to accomplish them.  We are exhorted to do good deeds.

1 Corinthians 15:58  - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

Ephesians 2:10  -  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Colossians 1:10  -  so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,              bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  -   Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father. . . comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

Titus 3:14  -  And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may not be unfruitful.
6.  Giving when motivated by grace with no strings attached is divine good whether it is an offering given in church, helping someone in need, or a gracious expression of love and generosity toward someone.  It’s grace in and grace out.

 II Cor. 9:9-10

1.  Now Psa. 112:9 is quoted.   He [God]  scattered abroad [generously gave in eternity past], he gave [in time] to the poor [all bels. are poor, helpless], His righteousness abides forever.  God does not compromise His perfect attributes when he gives to those who do not deserve it because of the cross.  This point is brought to light here by the use of the word righteousness (+R) meaning God’s perfect righteousness.
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2.  Vs. 10,  HE [God] who supplies, EPICHOREGEO (pt. pa.  This word came from Classical Gree meaning a wealthy person who paid in full for a drama to be put on without anything wanted in return.  It was his gift to the pagan god he wished to honor by producing the drama. The benefactor also usually had a great interest in the subject of the drama. So, in the New Testament, supplies often is used when


talking about God's grace gift of EVERYTHING to believers.
3.  The seed is the spiritual and material assets, the sower  is the growing believer who needs to give properly. And 


bread for food refers to logistical grace.  God not only supplies what is needed for us to be gracious givers; He 


multiplies spiritual and material assets so that our harvest of divine good can be increased.  

4.   Righteousness in verse 9 refers to God’s +R, but in verse 10, it refers to our righteousness.  All believers are 


position ally sanctified when they are saved and they receive God’s +R, but only those who use their volition to grow 


up spiritually are experientially sanctified.  Believers filled with the Holy Spirit who manufacture divine good produce 


a righteousness that is not only acceptable to God but is also rewardable.

5.  What we receive in logistical grace is added to us, but that which God supplies in order for us to give is multiplied. 


The benefits are not simply added. Just as sown multiplies into a harvest, so what we give multiplies 


Into a harvest of blessing.

6.  The first occurrence of seed  is SPERMA  meaning the seed that is to be sown.  The second occurrence of seed is SPOROS  (s)  referring to seed that has been sown.  It is the seed that has been sown that is multiplied.  If it is not sown, it is not multiplied.

7.  This does not mean that you will get that promotion, get a girlfriend or a boyfriend, get a new car or a new house, or win the lottery because you have put more money in the offering plate.

8.  When seed that has been sown has been multiplied, the harvest of your righteousness, divine good, is increased.

II Cor. 9:11-12

1.  Here is a great promise that we can count on being enriched in everything, in the logistical grace that is added to us, in the seed to sow, in the harvest of divine good, and in capacity for giving, loving, and living.  

2.  for all liberality  actually means because of your generosity of soul.   It is that generosity of soul that produces gratitude or thanksgiving to God by the recipients of the gift given.
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3.  Vs. 12 -  The ministry of this service  refers to the administration of the church leaders who collected the offering,  prepared to send it, the delegation who would deliver it, and the distribution of it once it reached its destination.

4.  The Greek word for service is LEITOURGIA  ( a public office or service which a citizen undertakes and administers at his own expense.  This is where we get the English word laity that means people of a religion as distinguished from its clergy.  The word layman also comes into view who is someone in the laity or not belonging to a particular profession.

5.  fully supplying,  PROSANAPLEROO  (pt. pa, made up of  PROS, face to face with,  ANA,  again, and PLEROO, to fill up a deficiency. God fully supplied the Jerusalem believers through the Corinthians.

6.  Note that this resulted in many thanksgivings given to God.  The Jerusalem believers gave thanks to God; why didn’t they give thanks to the Corinthian believers?   Because it all started with God and it all ended with God.  It’s all about what God did;  He gets the glory, believers get the blessing.  The Corinthian believers were grateful that they had money to give and that their offering reached its destination.

7.  Do you have a deficiency that needs to be filled up?  Of course you do, we all do.  God often uses other believers who are eager to be used of the Lord in order to fill our deficiencies.   Sometimes others’ deficiency is filled by your prayer, sometimes by your money, sometimes by your service of some type, sometimes by your listening, sometimes by your imparting doctrine.

II Cor. 9:13-15

1.  Because of the proof given by this  [giving ]  ministry  -  The Corinthian believers  had the right mental attitude in giving; they administered the money properly, chose the right men to deliver the offering, and saw that it was done.  So they passed all the tests associated with giving, and in doing so, they glorified God.
2.  they will glorify God   refers to the Jerusalem believers.
3.  for your  [the Corinthian’s]  professed  [acknowledgement ] subjection unto the gospel of Christ…                 Upon the acknowledgement of your obedience to the gospel of Christ  is a better way of putting it. The grace in giving is compared to the grace in the gospel.  Giving is a sign of the authority of grace as revealed in the gospel.
4.  and for [ through]  the liberality [ generosity ] of your contribution to them and to all

5.   Vs. 14 -   while they [ the Jerusalem believers] also, by [ intercessory ] prayer on your behalf, yearn for you 


because of the surpassing grace of God in [ on ] you.  The believers in Corinth and Jerusalem were about as 


different as people can be, and yet they truly loved each other even though they had never met.

6.   Vs. 15 - Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift !   What is the indescribable gift?  Is it the offering that the Corinthian believers sent to the Jerusalem believers?  No, that could too easily be described.  The indescribable gift here means the greatest gift and most fantastic demonstration of grace that man will ever see   -​   the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ!

Conclusion of Chapter 9

· Giving is a mental attitude.

· God provides everything in giving, both spiritual and material, the mental attitude and the money.

· Money received from God in logistical grace is added, money given in grace by believers is multiplied.

· Grace giving is divine good that comes from doctrinal motivation + F/HS.  Impulsive giving is human good that comes from emotional motivation + OSN.  In other words,  we must give on the basis of what we know and not on the basis of what we feel.

