CHAPTER  10   
LESSON   #107   (4-19-05)     

II Cor. 10:1

1.  Paragraph 1 – verses 1-4         Briefing on the spiritual conflict


Paragraph 2 – verses 5-12      Mental attitude in the spiritual conflict


Paragraph 3 – verses 13-18    Divine viewpoint dynamics

2.  
Paul is spelling out the incorrect Corinthian critics’ attitude toward him that he will then counter in the next few verses. They are saying that he was real friendly when he was face to face with them, but when he went away, he wrote such a scathing letter like he was an entirely different person   -  a split personality, a squeaking mouse to a roaring lion. This was a false accusation.

3.  Up to this point, Paul had been dictating and someone else was writing.  But now Paul is so animated by the criticism he was receiving that he starts to do the writing himself.

4.   I use at least 25,000 to 35,000 words each week to teach doctrine.  It’s nearly impossible not to receive some criticism when that many words are spoken.  This is an occupational hazard for public speakers, especially pastors.

5.  There are two types of criticism, constructive and destructive.  Most criticism is the destructive kind and it is motivated by MAS.  This was certainly the type that Paul was receiving.

6.  There were some who still harbored animosity towards Paul, and they were the troublemakers who were criticizing and maligning him.  The MAS in their souls overflowed and spilled out of their mouths.  They were arrogant, vindictive, bitter, implacable, and jealous.

7.  A  RMA from grace-orientation in the soul eliminates judging and criticism.  Notice that the verbal attacks launched against Paul were coming from carnal believers.  Paul was more gracious to the Corinthians than he was to anyone, yet they are the ones who criticized him the most.

8.  Paul was describing himself as if he had a Dr. Jeckel and Mr. Hyde complex which is exactly what some had accused him of having.  Of course this was not true; he was simply using sarcasm to get his point across.  They had accused him of being a pansy when he was present and a lion when he was absent.  
9.  They had no right to criticize Paul; God was certainly capable of correcting him as He is with all  pastor-teachers and He needs no help (interference) from anyone.

10.In the Angelic Conflict, not all opposition comes from Satan or demons.  Grace-oriented believers receive some of the most vicious attacks by other carnal believers.

11.Was the accusation made against Paul valid?  No, it was not!   Gal. 2:11-14

LESSON   #108   (4-21-05)     
II Cor. 10:2

1.  All criticism emanates from a mental attitude. Destructive criticism comes from a MAS. Constructive criticism comes from doctrine.

2.  Paul remained away from Corinth because he didn’t want to have to  go back and get tough with them, nose-to-nose. He wanted to teach under relaxed conditions which are ideal for teaching.

3.  Continued criticism prohibited Paul from going back to Corinth to teach.  People who are antagonistic or who are upset cannot learn Bible doctrine.  Arrogant people are unteachable!

4.  The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write rather than to go in person, and because He did, we can learn much from this epistle.  Those carnal believers who were criticizing him never thought about that.

5.  Arrogant people will never submit to any authority outside of their own, not even to an authority who caters to them.  Paul had multitudes needing his teaching, so he didn’t have time to fool around with fat-headed people who would not listen.

6.  This does not mean that he no longer loved them; Paul was a mature believer, and their poor mental attitudes did not change his love for them in any way.  He would have to love them from afar.  He was telling them that he did not want to have to get tough with them, but that is exactly what he would have to do if he went personally to visit them.

7.  This verse is hard to translate which is why it is not so easy to understand in the English.  Bold,  THARREO  ()  is mental toughness.  Courageous (KJV. Bold),  TOLMAO  ( is an overt toughness.  Of course, this toughness is not bullying but a refusal to be pushed around.
8.  walked according to the flesh – This is what those who were walking according to the flesh were accusing Paul of doing.  KATA SARZ  ()  according to the flesh and it always refers to the OSN.   Col. 2:18, flesh or mind (sarx  nous,)  Eph. 2:3, I Cor. 3:1,  EN SARZ ()  in the flesh and it refers to being in the body.  

9.  Some believers think that any time a pastor raises his voice, he is out of fellowship.  Every time he gets tough or speaks dogmatically, some are ready to head for the door.  They think that any pastor who does this is not demonstrating the love of Christ.  These people need to read Galatians chapter 3.

10.  Of course it was impossible for Paul to be out of fellowship when he wrote this epistle as per the doctrine of inspiration.  In reality, it was God the Holy Spirit who wrote this, and Paul who was used only as a messenger.

II Cor. 10:3-4
1.  Verse two said that they accused Paul of walking in the flesh,  or being under the influence of his OSN.  Here he turns it around on them by saying that he walks in the flesh, meaning to walk in a human body.   He was telling them that he was walking in the flesh but not according to the flesh.  This is a prepositional paronomasia.

2.  Paul brought up the subject of war to remind them that they, like all believers, are engaged in the raging, unseen spiritual conflict that is known as the angelic conflict.  From this verse, Paul goes to the subject of spiritual combat and the weapons that are available to us.

3. Paul acknowledged that he and his staff were engaged in spiritual combat but were not waging war according to the flesh (OSN).  They were not relying on their own areas of strength to do battle.  Rather than conniving or manipulating to get the upper hand, they were simply trusting in the Lord to protect and provide for them.

4.  Vs. 4 emphasizes the fact that we have been provided spiritual weapons for spiritual warfare.  The weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, SARKIKOS  (s)  meaning human viewpoint.   We do not depend on our human thinking or attributes to be successful.

5.  but,  ALLA  ()  is a strong word of contrast.  Our weapons are divinely powerful  when we rely on God’s attributes and game plan rather than our own.  Our biggest battle is making sure that we are using God’s power and plan as our weapons and not our own human power, solutions, and planning.

6.  The purpose of these weapons is for the destructions of fortresses.  Satan has established a series of fortified positions.  They consist of false doctrines and human viewpoint.  We cannot successfully fight this warfare using human viewpoint.

7.  Every human viewpoint thought we have causes us to be a casualty.  Divine viewpoint  produced by doctrine circulating in our streams of consciousness is absolutely essential.  

LESSON   #109   (5-3-05)     
                Spiritual Weapons and Spiritual Warfare                   Page 1 

II Cor. 10:1-5

2 Cor. 10:3, J. B. Phillips   -   The truth is that, although of cours,e we lead normal human lives, the battle we are fighting is on the spiritual level. 
2 Cor. 10:3:The New English Bible   -   Weak men we may be; but it is not as such that we fight our battles. 
2 Cor. 10:3 Living Letters   -   It is true that I am an ordinary weak human being, but I don't use human plans and methods to win my battles. 
Paul first says that we live in the world.  We are not to run away from it.   A monastic life has appealed to many throughout the centuries. History is full of men and women who have retreated to quiet places and tried to shut away all mundane prattle, problems, and cares of life. Count Tolstoi of Russia, Rousseau of France, Gauguin, the painter;  all tried to run away from life’s troubles. There are many who seek to do so in every conceivable way today.

The Lord Jesus himself put it this way: "Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves," Matt. 10:16 KJV.

Yet," says Paul, "though we live in the world and do not run away from society, still we do not use human plans and methods to win our battles."

Here, in my judgment, is the fundamental error of those who seek to make social concerns the primary task of the church today. They are opposing the right enemy but implementing the wrong weapons of the world which Paul renounces;  he repudiates them entirely. He says, "we do not war a worldly warfare; we do not use human plans and methods to win our battles."

What are these weapons of the world, these human plans and methods being used to win battles?  Investigations, studies of all kinds, reports from committees and meetings, educational programs, demonstrations, boycotts, strikes, pressure blocs, brand new progressive legislation, picketing; even violence and arson. These were the exact same weapons society used to confront the problems that were present during the Roman Empire when Paul wrote this letter

The Christian approach to any basic problem, whether society’s or an individual’s problem, must be different than that of a worldly viewpoint if one expects to win battles. We look not at the things which are seen, but also at the unseen; we look not only to the temporal, but also to the eternal,"cf, 2 Cor. 4:18.

It is remarkable to see that long before Christ, people were struggling with the exact same problems that oppress us today. There are no secular solutions that work; at best they only temporarily rearrange the symptoms of the problem. That is the most we can hope for from worldly approaches.

"No," says Paul, "the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, they are not fleshly, they are not worldly. But they are mighty! They have divine power, unto the pulling down of strongholds. They work. They win. They destroy strongholds, they overthrow entrenched evil, they strike off shackles, they set men free.  That is what they are for. If they do not do that, they are worthless, they are no better than any other program. But these work. They may not be evident, but they are effective."

What are these weapons? If they are not normal human plans, so what are they?  If they do not include these approaches that are so common today, then what are they?

The interesting thing is that Paul takes it for granted that his readers know what the weapons are, so he does not even list them.
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All of us face normal, common problems like depression, discouragement, ill health, lack of money, social pressures, family troubles, opinionated in-laws, greed, guilt, shame. . .  As a society, we have to face problems together such as race tensions, war, poverty, air and water pollution, inflation, death, taxes, and other troubles affecting us as a whole. These are just a few of the battles we face in life.  Very few of us will have to fight in the streets of Bagdad, but Christians need spiritual weapons to fight these other battles of life.  In fact, believers are the only ones who can adequately deal with them if they are prepared!  Here are our spiritual weapons that give us the victory.

WEAPON #1   -   TRUTH / BIBLE DOCTRINE  

 I do not mean doctrine or education in the sense that is extolled by both liberals and conservatives alike in the secular world.  Education contains both truth and error, whereas God’s Word is inerrant.  Jesus said, "You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free," John 8:32
Christ unveiled reality; he tore away the illusions and delusions under which men labor. He ripped off veils. You can watch Him exposing the faulty thinking of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and all the other groups with whom he came into contact, including his own disciples. Here, in the Word of God, truth as it is in Jesus, we have the most powerful weapon of all that tells things the way they are.

The revelation of reality, the exposure of things as they really are in Romans 13:12, is called "the weapon of light."  Turning on the light is a marvelous weapon for helping to dispel the darkness in areas where entrenched evil is rampant in our day or any other day.

WEAPON #2   -    LOVE 

I am not talking about the Hollywood mush that passes for love nor of the bleeding-heart toleration of anything that comes along; I am talking about biblical love, the kind that does not require love in return from the one who is loved. This love described in First Corinthians 13 loves all others for Christ's sake.

You must begin to show acceptance, courtesy, and concern without partiality or merit, without regard for others’ background or color of skin, or anything else except that others are absolutely loved by God for whom Christ died.

Love is linked with truth. Everywhere in Scripture you find these two great forces linked together, truth and love. Paul writes to the Ephesians and exhorts them to "speak the truth in love," Eph. 4:15, and in the second letter of John we read,

Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love. 2 Jn 1:3, RSV
WEAPON #3    -    +R / INTEGRITY  
This is refusal to yield to expediency. As Paul writes to the Ephesians, "You must no longer live as the Gentiles do," Eph. 4:17b.  We cannot go on excusing our weaknesses.  This is not saying that we must not smoke, drink, gamble or go to movies,  Both unbelievers and believers can refrain from doing these things and many become very self-righteous about it.  

"The weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left," 2 Cor. 6:7b RSV,  I am speaking of an experiential righteousness that produces obedience to God and excludes pride or self-righteousness.  It is living the life of an ambassador to Christ; not by talking the talk but by walking the walk.
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WEAPON #4   -  PRAYER 

Faith is reliance on the direct activity of God in human life. Prayer is the request for that activity.  God has not dismissed society, nor does he exist remote from it;  He is moving, doing things, changing things, arresting, thwarting, overthrowing, building up and exalting; and he does all of these in answer and through the medium of prayer.  Prayer is a mighty weapon because it changes things like nothing else!

There they are;  you can hardly isolate the one from the other. These weapons are all necessary.  

strongholds; "we have divine power to destroy strongholds." This is the only place in the New Testament that this word occurs in the Greek; it is a place where evil is entrenched, where it is fortified and protected behind strong defenses.

It is not out in the open where it can be easily exposed and overthrown, but rather, it is encastled, well-defended, a fortress with walls and moats and turrets, difficult to attack, long-standing evil that is protected, buttressed and defended by the general attitude of an entire community, or a segment of society, resisting all attempts to overthrow it, persist in holding thousands in bondage, darkness, misery and despair. What are some Satanic strongholds like this?

Religion, racial prejudice, materialism, pride, sexual perversion, politics, evolution, anti-corporal punishment, the idea that government should take care of us and that only it has the best solutions, the feminist agenda, ecumenicalism, subjugating Americans to international organizations, courts, and treaties, out-of-control spending, public and private. . .

Matt. 16:18  -  “The gates of hell" is not a symbol for defensive action. It is not a church that is being assaulted by forces from the outside. It is true that the Scriptures describes the Christian's struggle as an individual, defensive action in Ephesians 6. But when the Scriptures view the entire thrust of the church in its relationship to society, it is never shown to be on the defensive. Instead, it is encouraged to take the offensive.

LESSON   #110   (5-5-05)     
There are many places in the Old and New Testament alike where these weapons prevail against the entrenched evil that is present in society:

You have an example in the Old Testament in the case of Jonah, where the weapon of truth is used to set a whole city free. Here was a heathen, pagan city, Nineveh, which, in its ignorance and darkness was doing things that were destroying the life of its people. This is what error does and it always leads to poverty, degradation, insanity, demon-possession, and ultimately, to the destruction of humanity. Satan hates man. His efforts in Nineveh affected the king right on down to the most common person in the city, but all the people repented when they heard truth. The entire city turned from their evil, faced the facts of life, and the city was spared for over a hundred years.

You can see how the weapon of LOVE  prevailed in many places in the Scriptures.  There is that wonderful story of David and Jonathan, of friendship between these two men who were on opposite sides of the political fence.

In the New Testament, there is the little epistle to Philemon: I do not think there is any human document that has done more to free slaves, and I mean physical slaves, human slavery, than the letter to Philemon. Yet it hardly mentions the subject at all. It is not a diatribe, but rather, it is a love letter.

Take the weapon of righteousness.   What a weapon it is!  Read the story of Joseph when as a young man in his prime, feeling the rising of youthful passion within him, he was approached by the wife of his employer to indulge in moral wrong. Joseph immediately resisted. He could have compromised his conscience very easily; he could have said that it was forced upon him and justified the situation, but he did not. He said instead, "How can I commit such a sin against my God?" cf, Gen. 39:9, and he fled, literally gathered his garments up and fled. That righteous act on Joseph's part led him to prison and it did not look like it was for his profit at first. But two years later it led him to the throne of Egypt where he became the second ruler of the land.

Because of what Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego did, the king himself became a believer and issued a proclamation that the God of Daniel should be honored and respected throughout the whole of the kingdom.
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There are so many examples of prayer being answered and causing the destruction of strongholds too numerous to list. 

Isaiah 37:21-22  -  Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent word to Hezekiah, saying,’Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,  22 this is the word that the LORD has spoken against him: Isaiah 37:33-36  -  Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, 'He shall not come to this city, or shoot an arrow there; neither shall he come before it with a shield, nor throw up a mound against it.  34 'By the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come to this city,' declares the LORD.  35 'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.’  36 Then the angel of the LORD went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead.

A demonstration of a Christian attack upon a stronghold of evil: Many of you know that Lambert Dolphin and Carl Gallivan have written a book called Sex Through the Looking Glass that is a unique approach to the study of sex based upon certain Scriptures. It has now been published and is available in booklet form. An ad was recently placed in the Los Angeles Free Press among other ads for wife-swapping, homosexual partners, etc.:  the ad was entitled “SUPERSEX!”  It was designed to attract attention and continued with, “ Keys to true sexuality through personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Pseudo-sex destroys the psyche. Radical fresh look at sex. Free book and counsel. God loves you as you are.”  Write Dolphin, 265 Lytton. Palo Alto.

Almost the first letter in response was an invitation to appear on the national Joe Pyne television program to be interviewed, and thus to spread the good news about a true and proper approach to sex through the medium of television at someone else's cost! That is the way God does things when we begin to move out and attack some of the strongholds around us.

LESSON   #111   (5-10-05)     
NAS 2 Corinthians 10:5   -  We are destroying speculations [logismus – reasoning] and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

KJV   -   Casting down imaginations,  NIV   -   We demolish arguments

What makes these strongholds so strong? From where does the enemy derive the strength that enables him to remain entrenched in human society?  The answer lies in the two elements Paul describes for us in Verse 5.  (a) arguments  (b) pride,  "every high thing which exalts itself;"  From these two things: independent pride that does not need God and reasonings.  These are the pillars from which evil derives its ultimate strength.

Reasonings are essentially a tribute to the primacy of the mind, the intelligence in man.  It produces specious and plausible sounding arguments that appeal to man's self-sufficiency, to his unlimited capabilities as he sees himself, to his lack of any need for God, and to everything else that goes against the knowledge of God.

The Apostle Paul calls these "doctrines of demons,"   I Tim. 4:1.  He says that they arise from "seducing spirits," spirits at work, using the minds of men as their instruments to present their lies to humanity.  They are plausible-sounding lies, but they are lies and not truth. They are false, seductive, and meant to lead people astray. They do not educate the mind towards truth but towards error, and are easily swallowed by unbelievers and baby believers.

"We wrestle not against flesh and blood," Eph. 6:12 KJV,  but against Luciferian influence upon the minds and thinking of men.  "wicked spirits in high places” are behind the promotion of lies. 

Arguing or debating people who have bought Satan’s lies will not work.  Arguing is a weapon of the flesh or the world.  We are to give them the gospel and expose them to God’s grace because the gospel speaks to the vacuum in man's spirit that is not buttressed and protected by the hollow reasonings used to defend his pride.  

The gospel is a supernatural message that communicates things not subject to the explorations of science or the discoveries of rational approaches. It speaks of relationship between God and man, the deep things of man's spirit.

LESSON   #112   (5-12-05)     
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We must not forget the importance of prayer.  Prayer destroys strongholds and humbles pride by calling into activity forces superior to those "principalities and powers,"  and those "world rulers of present darkness" cf, Eph. 6:12.   Paul uses these to describe what is behind the strongholds of evil in Ephesians 6.

We tend to blame the ills of our day on the people who are causing trouble, and on liars, thieves, cheaters, deceivers, drug dealers, crooks, bandits, murderers, and politicians.  But are these the real villains?  They are but pawns of the real villains, Satan and his hordes of fallen angels.

All weapons and methods used by the natural man to overcome evil are totally ineffective.  Why?  Because they attack the symptoms instead of the cause.  Demons who behind all of the systems of lies and deception that appeal to man’s arrogance.  This does not mean that man is not responsible for his arrogance and sins.

The Lord Jesus himself put his finger on the whole problem when he said to certain men of his day, "You are of your father, the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies," John 8:44.
The devil has the ear of mankind. Scripture calls him, "the god of this world," 2 Cor 4:4.  Does this mean that Satan owns the earth?   Psalm 24:1   -   The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.  Is this a contradiction?  No, the mountains, trees, oceans, etc. are God’s but the world of organized human society has fallen under the control of Satan, and there is no possibility of escape apart from an intervention from without.

Satan presents a very clever, a very beautiful, a very attractive lie that makes the world drool with desire. But the end of his lie is destruction, murder, death!   

“Well," you say, "This is all very depressing. I would rather not think about it."  Me neither, but you cannot get away from it that way. There is only one way to handle this struggle and that is to "be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might," Eph. 6:10 KJV,      The Two Dynaspheres   (go to Luke 11:14-22)

We are called to fight the good fight, to stand fast in the faith, and to be strong in the Lord right in the midst of battle, in the midst of the world.  Bring into captivity every thought . . . This is the arena.  It is the realm of thought.  This is the real battlefield; it is the realm of ideas.  Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. That is victory!

By the prayer of faith, you are directly attacking the source of these problems.

The first part of  II Cor. 5 says to depend on God to intervene for us; the second part depends on us because that battle is waged in our own minds.  We must learn to confront our thoughts as Christians, to examine non-stop what we are thinking, to pass judgment upon it, and to act in line with that judgment, positive or negative. We cannot allow our minds to give themselves over to anything that we want to;

Allow unChristian thoughts to remain unconquered and you will soon have to take the evil fortresses all over again. They will creep out of their hiding places and take over in a second. You will find that that which God has delivered you from has taken control once again.

Our job is to pray David's prayer in the 19th Psalm, "May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer," cf, Psa 19:14. May the inward meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy sight.

About the punishment clause:

The apostle is showing the utter inability of punishment to produce obedience. Notice he does not say, "When I come I'm going to punish you until you start obeying." Oh, no, it is quite the opposite. He says, "When you have learned to obey, then I'll punish you." In other words, punishment does not produce obedience; it is light that does that.  It is light that compels obedience, not punishment.

LESSON   #113   (5-19-05)  

II Cor. 10:5
1.  Verses 5-12 cover what our mental attitudes should be in the conflict.

2.  destroying ( pt. pa ) speculations [assumptions];   People who are ignorant of Bible doctrine assume:

· That they can get along just fine without it

· That they know more than they really do

· That making decisions on the basis of their feelings is fine

· That the religious beliefs of their parents should never be questioned

· That salvation and blessings depend upon morality

· That everything is relative and that the Bible can mean anything a person wants it to mean

3.  and every lofty thing raised up; every lofty thing means every manifestation of pride that we could possibly have.  Actually, pride/arrogance is connected with every MAS, SOT, and OVERT SIN.

4.  against the knowledge of God ;  The knowledge of God is Bible doctrine.
5.  and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ ; To bring thought into captivity means to subordinate your thinking to your will.  Believers have power over what they think!

6.  Notes from The Mechanics Of Applying Doctrine that was taught beginning in 2-11-03:

I.   INTRODUCTION   

1.    Mental Attitude Sins (MAS) can rob any believer of the happiness (+H) and contentment that God desires for him.   John 10:10 - I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more  abundantly.      

2.  The fact that every believer has MAS from time to time is undisputed, but it does not mean that we are unable to control what we think or keep from sinning.  The issue is about what happens when a MAS pops into our minds. Can it be removed, replaced, or tossed out, or are we doomed to suffer under its malevolent influence? 

3.  Some believers think that it is impossible to control what they think, therefore, they excuse their MAS and bad behavior.   

4.  There are several things wrong with this notion:
a.   It demonstrates a failure to take responsibility for what one does and what one thinks.

b.   It is a defeatist attitude that believes that the Old Sin Nature (OSN) rules supreme in our lives.  This ignores or rejects the fact that Christ broke the absolute power of the OSN in the life of believers.  Rom. 6:6  – Knowing this, that our old self [OSN] was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
c.  It is not only a convenient excuse to avoid volitional responsibility, but it is also an allegation that Bible doctrine does not really work

7.  Notice that the battle is all about what we think. That is where the real battle occurs.  Speculations, LOGISMOS   (s)  thought, reasoning, to speculate or to assume.  Thought,  NOEMA  (perception, purpose, a thought which has been thought out, to understand.

8.  We must be ready to renounce dependence on our own understanding and to submit implicitly as obedient children to the teaching of God’s Word, Prov. 3:5-6.  1 Corinthians 3:18  -  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seems to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.   I Cor.1:18 -2:5

LESSON   #114   (5-22-05)  

II Cor. 10:6    (Study Proverbs 8)

1.  and we are ready to punish all disobedience, was often used as a military idiom that meant to post a guard.  Paul was an apostle with the authority to punish those who refused to submit to the truth of God’s Word who would twist and corrupt that truth instead.  He would protect innocent believers from them.

2.  We don’t know the nature of the punishment, but the apostles were armed with supernatural power that they could use to punish recalcitrant  believers, I Cor. 5:5, I Tim. 1:20.

3.  when your obedience is fulfilled,  means that the apostles would not punish anyone until it had become evident as to whom among the Corinthians were in need of correction.  They would not resort to severe discipline unless all other means had failed.
4.   to punish all disobedience;  What is meant by disobedience?
a) To disregard, neglect, or to disobey doctrine.

b) The noun connotes an unwillingness to hear.

c) It results from negative volition towards doctrine.

d) And - volition results in a vacuum in the soul along with the function of sin or human good

5.  This verse can also be seen in a personal way.  Believers must be ready to post a guard over their souls to protect them.   What is the guard that protects the soul?  A doctrinal wall of fire.

6.  A soul that is not ready to punish disobedient thought is a soul that is unprotected.  Only the soul that takes in doctrine 


daily
is ready to launch a counterattack against negative thoughts that would lead to disobedience.  Do you have 


doctrinal reserves in your soul to neutralize the Satanic assaults upon your soul?

7.  This verse could be phrased this way: Holding reserve doctrine in readiness to counterattack all disobedience and human viewpoint, whenever your obedience is fulfilled or completed.   PLEROTHE  ( v. aps, to fill up a deficiency, to make something full or complete. 
II Cor. 10:7
1.  You are looking at things as they are outwardly.   BLEPO  ( often used as a quick or superficial look.

2.  Most things are not as they appear on the surface.  “Superficial” is one of the best words to describe people today. Superficial people are easy to control and manipulate because they are more apt to believe lies and to fall for deception.

3. Spiritually ignorant believers live superficially because they do not see what is behind the things happening in their lives.  Because human viewpoint reigns supreme in their thinking, they remain either confused or indifferent.  They have no idea that rulers, dark powers, and spiritual forces of wickedness are busy working behind the scenes.

4.  Most people are so petty and superficial that they judge others by the clothes they wear, the car they drive, and by other outward manifestations.

5.  The if  in this verse is a first class conditional clause that meant the Corinthians who were out of line still believed in the doctrine of eternal security even though they were in reversionism.  This doctrine may be the only one they had, but at least they still had that one.  

6. So, Paul reminds them that he, too, has eternal security.  They were all on the same side and in the same army.  This was setting them up so that he could pull rank on them.  He played the authority card, and rightfully so!

LESSON   #115   (5-24-05)  
II Cor. 10:8      (study Job 28)

1.  The root of the problem with these Corinthian troublemakers was that they had disregarded Paul’s authority as an apostle.  

2.  if  is a third class conditional clause; maybe he would boast and maybe he wouldn’t.

3.  When he spoke of  our authority,  he referred not only to his authority, but also to Timothy’s and Titus’.  God delegates authority to communicators of doctrine, Heb.13:7 & 17.   In our day, God the Holy Spirit bestows the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher on certain men, and it always carries spiritual authority with it.  This cannot be duplicated by man’s attempt to vote for or to appoint a pastor, priest, or pope.

4.  Paul was not ashamed of the authority that was delegated to him nor was he ashamed or afraid to use it.  His critics were trying to intimidate him so that he would not straighten them out.  They tried to make him feel like he would be a bully if he used his authority.

5.  People who think that they don’t need a pastor-teacher in order to grow spiritually do the same thing.  They can avoid being straightened out by a pastor by reasoning that his spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is superfluous.

6.  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NAS -  But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13)  and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.
7.  Paul was not  ashamed to use his authority because by doing so, he was complying with the Word of God and fulfilling his responsibility to God.  That’s is all that mattered.  He didn’t care what they thought.

8.  There is always someone who asks, “Well, who straightens out the pastor?”  That can be answered by another question, “Who delegated authority to him?”  God did.


II Cor. 10:9
1.   This verse obviously alludes to the false accusations made by Paul’s critics who accused him of assuming an authoritative tone when he wrote letters. They said he did so in order to frighten his readers because he did not have the power or courage to carry out his threats when he was face to face with them.

2.   The authority for communicating the Word comes from God the Holy Spirit.  He gave the spiritual gift of apostleship and now gives the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher. He is also the source of the message. 

3.  Paul’s critics were claiming that the epistle of I Corinthians was written as an instrument for bullying believers.  Paul was not only a communicator of the Word but was also a writer of the word.  This was an attack on Paul as well on the Holy Spirit who was The One inspiring the letter, so this was a very dangerous thing for them to be doing.

LESSON   #116   (6-7-05)  

LESSON   #117   (6-9-05)  

LESSON   #118   (6-14-05) 

4.  Definition of Inspiration:
     God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the human writers of Scripture, that without waving their human intelligence, vocabulary, individuality, literary style, personality, personal feelings, or any other human factor, His complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.      

This is called “verbal plenary inspiration of the Scripture.”
a.  Verbal means that the Bible in its original words, from first to last, is the exact record of the mind and will of God as He intended it to be.

b.  Plenary means that it is complete and nothing is left out that God wants to reveal.
II Tim. 3:16  -  All scripture is THEOPNEUSTOS  (s), “God breathed. . .”  

2 Peter 1:21  -  . . . for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
5.   When believers start to become critical of the Word of God and its teaching, it is often a sign of their subjective thinking and revolt against authority.  Certain portions of scripture are designed to be harsh in order to make a point and make it stick.   If they don’t like the message, they attack the messenger.  

6.  The issue with authority goes back to the age old question, “Are we, or are we not, going to submit to our role as creatures under our Creator’s authority?”  Or, are we going to be autonomous beings where we decide our own destines, we decide what truth is, and we decide what is right or wrong?  

7.  When we start to act independently of God, we get into a world of trouble.  Who did this first among the angels?  Who did this first among humans? Gen. 3:1.  The society in which we live is the epitome of trying to live independently of God.

8.  The lines of distinction between Creator and creature has been blurred as well as the distinction between man and nature.  This is nothing new.  Pagans have been doing this throughout the ages.

II Cor. 10:10
1.  His letters  refers to I Corinthians as well as other letters that were being circulated including ones written by Paul, James, and others that were scrutinized by the Judaizers following Paul around from place to place.

2.  They claimed that his letters were weighty,  BARUS  (s)  meaning burdensome, oppressive, severe or stern. By using this word, they implied that Paul had no love for them.  

3.  Today, most people including believers would say the same thing because they are totally confused about authority and about love.  In today’s world, anyone with authority, coaches, teachers, police officers, parents, husbands, or pastor-teachers who correctly assert their authority are considered to be oppressive bullies.

4.  Strong is the other word they used to describe the letters,  ISCHUROS  (s)  meaning vehement or intense.  Both words are plural meaning that they were not only calling the I Corinthians epistle these names, but all the epistles.

5.  These people thought that the Christian life was all about love which is only manifested through sentimentality and emotionalism.  Tough love was not in their vocabulary nor their mentality.  They resented Paul’s dogmatism and his courage in straightening those who needed it.

6.   From the critical attitude on his message, they move on to ridicule his personal appearance and public speaking ability.  If you’re criticize a man’s message, you’ll also find something to ridicule him about personally.

7.  We understand from this verse that Paul was not the most handsome man in a crowd and that he wasn’t the best public speaker.  What difference did that make?  We must remember, ITS NOT THE MAN BUT THE MESSAGE THAT MATTERS ! ! !  

8.  People make an issue out of the messenger when they cannot refute his message. Instead of being good Bereans and placing their faith in the Scriptures, some people have a closed mind to truth and prefer to place their faith in their pastor’s credentials and experience.  

LESSON   #119   (6-16-05) 

II Cor. 10:11

1.  Such persons refers to Paul’s critics who had rejected his authority.  Consider this, LOGIZOMAI  (

v. pmm.  They didn’t like Paul being the authority, so what did he do, he gave them a command!  Keep on thinking about and meditate on this.

2.  He was teaching them to get the facts before criticizing or making judgments about something or someone.

3.  Then he mentioned the fact that the type of men he and his company were when writing letters was the same type of men they were whenever they were face-to-face.  Such persons accused Paul and his company of being inconsistent but he told them that if he was face-to-face with them he would be telling them the same thing.

4.  Paul’s initial visit to the Corinthians was pleasant, it wasn’t until after he left that the Judizers that the critics got together and started trashing his ministry and making trouble.

5.  The fact that Paul was pleasant and approachable normally and tough when he needed to be demonstrated that you don’t have to have a “tough-guy” personality in order to be a good leader.

II Cor. 10:12
1.  Paul used sarcasm again.  He might be bold but he said that he is not bold enough to classify himself or compare himself with his critics who had a mutual admiration society going on.  This is dripping with sarcasm.

2.  The KJV adds of the number which is not found in the original.

3.  He is saying in a sarcastic way that this group of exclusive super snobs were so high and mighty that if you didn’t realize how wonderful they were, they wouldn’t hesitate to tell you.  They considered Paul to be unworthy when in reality, there was not one of them who was worthy enough to carry Paul’s luggage or to clean his sandals.  

4.  Paul’s critics were making three mistakes that this verse brings out.  1)  commending themselves,  2)  measuring themselves by themselves,  3)  and comparing themselves with themselves.

5.   People who commend themselves are not very easy to listen to, are they?  For some reason, people who crow about themselves are really not that impressive. They are trying to take credit for the good things and achievements in their lives.  The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:10 - But by the grace of God I am what I am:  
6   People who measure themselves by other people usually fare pretty well, but we are never commanded to compare ourselves with others.  We are to examine ourselves up next to God’s absolute standard, the Bible.

7.  We are told not to compare ourselves with others,  Luke 18:10-14.   King David called himself a worm, Job said that he was insignificant, Paul said that he was the chief of sinners, and John the Baptist said that he was not worthy to remove Christ’s sandals.

8.   without understanding,   OU  SUNIEMI   (v. pai  ou, is a strong negative.  suniemi means to have wisdom or understanding.  Paul’s critics continued to be without understanding which means to be without doctrine.

II Cor. 10:13

1.  But is a conjunction of contrast;  it is a contrast between the human viewpoint of the mutual admiration society and the divine viewpoint of Paul and his followers.
2.  boast beyond our measure;   the word our is in italics, is not in the original, and does not belong here.  Boast

KauchAomai  (v. fai,  does not mean to arrogantly brag, but rather, it means to glory or to exult in a legitimate fashion.  Beyond measure AMETRA   (a = not  metra = measure.  It means the things that are not measured. In the context, Paul was referring to anything not measured by divine viewpoint.

3.  In other words, Paul would not boast about things that did not line up with divine viewpoint.  The second time but is used in this verse, it contrasts divine viewpoint with human viewpoint once again. 

4.  Note that God assigned or distributed to us, Paul and other writers of scripture, a field or sphere that was legitimate for boasting.  What is the Greek word for this sphere?  KANON  (n. gsm,  meaning rule or standard.  It is derived from kanh which was a cane or a measuring rod. This is where we get the phrase “canon of scripture”.  This measure or rule was rejected by Paul’s critics in their state of emotional revolt which is a stage of reversionism.

5.  God’s absolute standard was distributed in the canon, it reached the Corinthians, and even to us today.  Paul was saying that the Corinthians were already taught the canon of scripture and some of them were ignoring it.

CT - But we will not glory with reference to things not measured by divine norms, but according to the norm or standard of the canon which God has shared with us, a measure to reach even as far as you all.
LESSON   #120   (6-21-05)
II Cor. 10:14

1.  The previous verse spoke of the canon reaching to the Corinthians, and now Paul expands on that thought.  When Paul went to Corinth in Acts 18:1, he dogmatically taught about the grace of God.  And he did not exceed the limits of truth when he dogmatically presented the gospel to them.  But later, he used that same dogmatism to rebuke them, and some reacted to it, challenging his authority. He wasn’t overextending himself when he gave them the gospel nor was he overextending himself when he lowered the boom on them with his first epistle.

2.  Paul had not changed, but they had changed.  He still loved them, was still gracious to them, and was still teaching them. They had to learn that being gracious does not mean tolerating disrespect for authority and rebellion.  His teaching method had not changed and his personality had not changed; the only thing that had changed was the subject  he addressed.

3.  They had became arrogant.  When arrogance creeps in, learning ends.  PRINCIPLE: You cannot accept the authority of the pastor only in the things you choose. If he is faithful in teaching the Word of God, you must accept his authority in all things or you are no better than the Corinthians.

4.  Unfortunately, some believers can never admit that they are wrong or take rebuke from the Word of God.  Instead, they make the messenger the issue and form a conspiracy against him.  In some cases, they may leave a doctrinal church and choose another church where there is no dogmatic teaching or where they are free to bully the pastor.

5.  Many believers, full of zeal and enthusiasm when they were saved, lose interest later and become shipwrecked when their pastor steps on their toes. They become subjective and take things personally said from the pulpit.

LESSON   #121   (6-23-05)
II Cor. 10:15

1.   Again Paul declares that he would not boast beyond measure about things outside the absolute standard of God’s Word like human viewpoint.  

2.   His confidence that the Corinthian believers would increase in doctrine did not come from taking credit for the work somebody else had accomplished.  He was the one who had founded the church in Corinth and the one who consistently taught them doctrine.  

3.  as your faith grows,  PISTIS  (s)  n. gsf, here meaning the object of faith, Bible doctrine.  GROWS,  AUXANO  (pt. pp, to grow, to increase, in the present tense, showing that Paul’s confidence in them was based on their continued intake of the Word that would result in spiritual growth.  The passive voice demonstrates that spiritual growth is accomplished by God, not by us.


Doctrine of Logistical Grace and the Grace System of Perception

     CT -  Not boasting with reference to things beyond measure [outside the norms and standards of the Word], 


in the sphere of other believers’ exhaustive labors; but having confidence that when your doctrine is 


being increased [daily function of GSP], doctrine shall be magnified in the sphere of you all to the 


maximum.

4.  Those who criticized Paul were boasting of others who evangelized in a different way. They were boasting 


of legalism and gimmicks. Theatrical evangelism may be appealing, but it is human viewpoint and is incompatible with Bible doctrine.

LESSON   #122   (6-28-05)      
II Cor. 10:16

1. to preach,  EUAGGELIZO  (inf. am, to preach or communicate the gospel,  EUAGGELION  ( Evangelist,  EUAGGELISTES  (s). 

2.  in regions bey  ond you  could include people living next door to you, down the block, in another city, or even 


in another country.   

3.  Paul knew that when this reversionism was cured by the daily function of the GSP, they would then move out with the gospel into other areas.

     CT - To proclaim the gospel to those beyond you, not to boast in another believer’s false standards with reference to things made ready [or prepared by human viewpoint]. 

II Cor. 10:17

1.  Jeremiah 9:23,24 is quoted which was a warning to the Southern Kingdom that they were failing the prosperity test and that God’s justice would act if they didn’t pull out of their reversionism.

2.  But he who boasts,  KAUKAOMAI  (pt.pm, to keep on bragging or boasting

3.  let him boast in the Lord,  KAUKAOMAI,  v. pmm, to keep on glorying in the Lord.  How does a person keep on glorying in the Lord?  Does he go outside and shout out loud, “halleluiah” and “Praise the Lord?”  No, the 


way that we keep on glorying in the Lord is to take in His Word every day.  When a person does that, he will change from his boasting about himself to giving glory to the Lord.

II Cor. 10:18

1.  For not he who commends himself,  SUNISTEMI  (pt. pa, to keep on recommending,  commending, or giving approval.

     CT - For it is not the one who keeps on recommending himself for favorable attention who is approved [for blessing], but the one whom the Lord keeps on recommending for favorable attention.

2.  Under grace, no believer promotes himself.

3.  Under grace, no believer can take credit to himself.  Therefore, since the Lord does the promoting, there is no place 


for human criticism or for judging other believers, especially the apostle Paul, Romans 14:4,10.

4.  If the Lord doesn’t promote you, you’re not promoted.  Human viewpoint gimmicks may be used to self-promote but such promotion will only bring misery. 

5. There is no such thing in Christianity as peer evaluation. Peer evaluation is meaningless; all evaluation is in the Lord’s hands. Therefore, we do our job as unto the Lord, Colossians 3:17   -  and whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6.  We can only do our job through the Word as per Colossians 3:16. Therefore, criticizing, judging, or slandering another 


believer represents absence of doctrine and reveals a scar-tissued soul in emotional revolt.

