CHAPTER  11

LESSON   #123   (6-30-05)     
II Corinthians,  Chapter 11
This is the greatest chapter of sarcasm in the Word of God!  There is no passage in the New Testament more difficult for translation from the Greek than this one.

Outline of chapter:



Verses 1-11,    Paul’s care for the Corinthians, stated sarcastically.


Verses 12-15,  Paul’s warning to the Judaisers, stated sarcastically.


Verses 16-29,  Paul’s comparison to his critics, stated sarcastically. 

In verses one and two, we have the first expression of Paul’s care.  We have the principle of right pastor, right congregation. This is the principle that runs through the first part of this chapter.

II Cor. 11:1
1.  I wish  is Paul expressing his desire.   KJV -  Would to God;   The words “to God” are not in the original.    

2.  that you could bear with me,   ANECHO  (v. imi,  to endure, to be patient.  The imperfect tense is linear 


aktionsart, an action in past that was not completed. Paul wishes that they would bear with him again and again..

3.  This is sarcasm.  Paul was the one who was in fellowship, the one who was right on target, but he says this by way of sarcasm.  In effect, all he is saying is, “if you are ever going to recover from reversion, you are going to have to get with doctrine, and since I am you right pastor, you have to get it from me.”

4.  They didn’t know anything until he presented it. Every spiritual blessing they ever had, they had because he was their right pastor.  But now that they had rejected his authority and teaching, they were in big trouble.  

5.  in a little foolishness   is more sarcasm.  It was the Corinthians who were indulging in foolishness, not Paul.  They were involved in not a little folly, but a lot of folly.

6.  but indeed,  ALLA  (but ,  KAI  (also,  you are bearing with me,  ANECHO (v. pmi.  This time he uses the word as a command.  


CT - I could wish that you would be patient with me [because you love me] regarding a little of my foolishness: but also keep on being patient with me now [because you love me].
7.  The last part of this verse demonstrates the patience a believer needs to have with his right pastor when he is 


recovering from reversionsism.

8.  How do you become patient?  Rebound and start receiving face-to-face teaching. The road back is one of frustration and need for great patience, but it is a patience borne out of love for the truth and recognition of the authority of your right pastor. You don’t have to love or even like the one who teaches you, but you do have to love the doctrine he teaches.
9.  In reality, it takes mutual patience.  The right pastor must have patience with his right congregation and visa versa.


He demonstrates his patience by continually plugging away, studying and teaching his right congregation. 

II Cor. 11:2
1.  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy. The word for is used to expand the idea of the previous verse.  jealous  ZELOO  (  v. pai, to have a zeal for, to be jealous of, to be devoted to.  This is not a MAS.  Paul’s right congregation had been wooed by false teachers, so he expresses his love and devotion to them her with the word jealous. 

2.  for I betrothed you to one husband, to Christ.  We now go to another analogy: Christ and the Church. The word for indicates a second exegetical particle in this verse used to amplify a principle.  Betrothed  HARMOZO ( v. ami,  to fit together, to unite in marriage.  

3.  When we are talking about the local church, the analogy points to the Corinthians and their right pastor, Paul.  But when talking about the universal church, it is the Corinthians in union with Christ.  He is the one husband while all of the false teachers are pseudo lovers.

4.  that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  Paul did not use the words pure virgin to mean that he was trying to get the Corinthians into a sinless condition or into a more moral state than others.  He led them to Christ which was presenting them in marriage to Jesus Christ. He placed them at the disposal of Christ as a pure virgin. The purity is actually the doctrine he taught them after they were saved. 

5. That purity was besmirched by their negative volition towards doctrine, their arrogance in rejecting Paul and accepting the false doctrines of the Judaizers. They made false teachers the object of their attention and affection.  They turned their backs on Paul who truly loved them.

CT - I keep on being devoted and jealous toward you with a  jealousy from God: for I gave you in marriage to One, that I may place you at his disposal a pure virgin to Christ.

LESSON   #124   (7-5-05)     

II Cor. 11:3
1.   But I am afraid,   DE  PHOBEO  v. pmi,  to fear or frighten.  Paul is not expressing a MAS but only stating his concern for the Corinthian believers who had gotten off course.  

2.  lest as the serpent deceived Eve through his subtlety.  The serpent was the beautiful creature Satan used to talk with Eve in the Garden, but in reality, refers to Satan himself,  Rev. 12:9 & 20:2.
3.  Paul is comparing his lying critics to the father of all lies, Satan, John 8:44.  What a put down!

4.  As Satan attacked the woman rather than the man who was her authority in the Garden, so Satan attacks the Corinthians rather than the apostle Paul, their authority.  There are great demonic attacks on congregations where the Word of God is taught; because they properly submit to the authority of the pastor.  And in making this attack there must be an attack upon the pastor’s authority.

5.  so your minds should be led astray, NOEMA  (n. npn.  The plural means that there were more than one believer involved in this conspiracy.  Led astray   PHEHEIRO  (v. aps,  to corrupt, destroy, ruin, lead astray, or seduce.  The constantive aorist means that there were several points in time that they were influenced by the Judaizers.  They had picked up not just a point or two of false doctrine, but an entire system of false doctrine.  The passive voice means they were seduced, and were not actively seeking trouble.  The subjunctive mood means that their volition was still operational and that they could choose to Rebound and get back on course.
6.  from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ;  The KJV says, that is in Christ  but that is  is not in the original.  in  is a Greek preposition used here to mean toward,  toward Christ.  When believers are filled with the Holy Spirit, they display integrity and purity towards Christ.


CT - But I fear for you, lest in any way, as the serpent thoroughly deceived Eve by means of subtle 


lies, so that your minds should be seduced and corrupted from integrity and purity toward Christ.  
II Cor. 11:4
1. For if  is a first class conditional clause meaning if and it is true.  There were those who were coming and preaching another Jesus. One comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached;   comes,  ERCHOMAI  (pt. pm. The false teachers kept on coming.  preaches  KERUSSO  (v. pai , to proclaim publicly;  another,  ALLOS  (s)  adj.  meaning another of the same kind, the same historical Jesus but not the true Jesus.   


2.  The Judaizers were not teaching a different person, Jesus, but they were saying different things than Paul said 


about Him.  Legalism always crept into what they said about Christ.

3.  or you receive a different spirit which you have not received;  different, HETEROS  (s  adj. 


meaning another of a different kind.  spirit,  PNEUMA (n. ans.  We know that this is not referring to the Holy Spirit because the neuter form of pneuma is used, so it means personality, state of mind, or way of life.  

4.  Accurate doctrine changes a person for the good while false doctrine changes him for the bad.  They did not receive this ornery, cantankerous attitude and reversionistic personality from Paul’s teaching.

5.  or a different gospel from the one you accepted;   different,  HETEROS (s).  Their gospel was not a 


grace gospel, therefore it was a false gospel.

6.  you bear this beautifully,  ANECHO  (v. pmi,  to be patient with, to endure.  They were very 


tolerant and sensitive towards the false teachers, but they were short and abrupt with Paul.  This is super sarcasm. 


CT - For if the one coming [false teacher] publicly communicate another historical Christ, whom we have 


not publicly taught, or if you receive a different personality [mindset], which you have not received, or a different kind of gospel which you have not welcomed, you put up with it easily enough.

II Cor. 11:5-6

1.  For I consider;  KJV – For I suppose;  consider,  LOGIZOMAI  (v. pmi, means to put thoughts together and come up with a dogmatic conclusion.  Paul was very dogmatic about this.

2.  Paul was not referring to true apostles but to the false teachers who were passing themselves off as super-dooper apostles. In reality, they were not apostles at all but emissaries of Satan to confuse believers.  They were apostate, not apostles. There method was always the same: undermine God’s legitimate, delegated authority by attacking His messenger.

3.  Verse six makes a very important statement and a dogmatic point that it is the accuracy of a messenger’s message that matters, not the messenger.

4.   But even if I am unskilled in speech  is a first class conditional clause of supposition.  Paul was essentially 


parroting what his critics were saying about him.  unskilled,  IDIOTES  (s)  n. nms, someone who is 


unskilled, untrained, from where we get the English word “idiot”.  

5.  yet I am not so in knowledge;   The pastor demonstrates his love to his congregation with the content of doctrine, 


not with pretty speeches.  It is not how pretty a message sounds but how close it lines up with the Word of God 


that counts.  Paul’s language was not considered to be befitting the dignity of the clergy because it offended the legalist. The Bible was written in the Koine Greek because it communicated so well. It was the language of the street.

LESSON   #125   (7-7-05)     
II Cor. 11:7

1.  Paul asks a rhetorical question and the answer is obviously a resounding “NO!”  He did not sin but humbled himself as he taught the Corinthians the gospel without charge.

2.  humbling myself;  TAPEINOO  (pt. pa,  to humble or abase.  How did Paul humble himself?

He acquired a side job to support himself.  Paul was probably the greatest Bible teacher of all time outside of Christ.


The Corinthians were very wealthy.  So here is the best Bible teacher teaching the wealthiest people and 


receiving no financial support from them.  Paul was a genius, he was famous as being one of the greatest men of 


history, and yet they didn’t know this because he didn’t take his scrapbook along to brag about himself.

3.   The Judaizers were blowhards, name-droppers, and Paul was the real thing, but they didn’t know it.  He opens his 


scrapbook a little to them in II Cor. 11:22 and Phil. 3:5-8.
4.  Paul had a right to be financially supported but he chose not to be, Deut. 25:4, Matt. 10:10, Luke 10:7-9, I Cor. 9:6-14, Gal. 6:6, II Thes. 3:8-9, I Tim. 5:17-18, Phil. 4:15-17.  He had the right to have a wife, but under the law of 


supreme sacrifice, he chose not to.  He did not want to make money an issue, but the Judaizers claimed that he 


didn’t charge money for his messages because they weren’t worth anything.  

5.  might be exalted;  HUPSOO  (v. aps, to be elevated, lifted up, promoted, exalted.  If Paul had taken money from these people, it would have caused them to stumble and they never would have been promoted spiritually.

6.  gospel of God;  Paul reminds them that the gospel does not belong to him but to God.  All truth belongs 


to God.  The Judaizers were claiming that the gospel they taught belonged to them, and that is why they 


could rightfully charge for it.

7.  without charge;  DOREAN  (is the same word used for “gift” in Eph. 2:8.  There, it is used as a noun, 


and here, it is used as an adverb. Pastors do not have to charge people for what they do.  If people want to donate 


money voluntarily, that is fine, but pastors don’t go around putting a price tag on God’s truth.

LESSON   #126   (7-12-05)     

II Cor. 11:8-9
1.  Paul does not mean that he literally went to other churches and stole their offering.  Robbed,  SULAO  (v. 


aai.  This word was used for robbing the dead.  The Macedonian church who contributed to Paul’s support when he was in Corinth was so poor that he refers to this as robbing the dead.  

2.  taking wages,   OPSONION  (This word was used for a private’s wages in the Roman army for one 


day.  It amounted to just a few pennies.  He took pennies from the poor in order to be of service to the financially rich.

3.  Vs. 9,  Paul was in financial need in Corinth when he was teaching the rich.  But who was it that provided for his needs?  The poor Macedonians.  What were the Corinthians thinking?  The believers from Philippi came down 


to Corinth personally to give him money.  Shame on the Corinthians!

4.  they fully supplied,  PROSANAPLEROO  (v. pai,  a true,  PROS,  face-to-face with,  ANA,  to do something over and over,  PLEROO, to fill up a deficiency.

5.  in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you;  kept  TEREO  (v. pai,  to guard or to keep.  


In all things pertaining to doctrine, Paul guarded the Corinthians.
C.T.  - 2 Cor 11:9 - And being present  with you all and having run short of money, I was not a burden to any 


one.  The brethren having come from Macedonia [Philippi] supplied those deficiencies again and again.  


And 
in all things [doctrinal communications], I have guarded what belongs to me [the Corinthian Congregation] 


from being burdened and I will continue to guard it in the future.
“ANOTHER JESUS” &  “A DIFFERENT GOSPEL”  from II COR. 11:4  expanded: 

1.  A clear distinction must always be made between the Creator and His Creation. 

     Isaiah 55:8-9  -  For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways, declares the LORD.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

2. “ANOTHER Jesus”  The ancient pagans did not have a problem with saying that Jesus was God, they had plenty of Gods. Caesar was a man yet he was considered a god.  They had a problem with Jesus being considered the only God.

3.  Jesus is a man, but He is more than an extraordinarily great man.

Jehovah Witnesses claim that Jesus is a god but certainly not the God.

John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

John 1:14  -  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Isaiah 9:6  -  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

John 8:58  -  Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."

Colossians 1:15-19  -  15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.  17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him,

Mormons claim that “As man is, God once was and as God is, man may become.

Isaiah 45:20-22  20 "Gather yourselves and come; Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations; They have no knowledge, Who carry about their wooden idol, And pray to a god who cannot save.  21 "Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Savior; There is none except Me.  22 "Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.

Also Deut. 4:35, Isa. 45:5-6, 46:9, Dan. 3:29, Joel 2:27, 

So Jesus is truly a man but He is also God, not a god.  He is unique:  How?


He was born of a virgin.
  He was sinless. 
       He performed miracles.

 

He rose from the grave. 
  He forgave sin.
       He ascended into heaven.

He voluntarily gave His life for all sinners.
                     He raised the dead.   

4.  “A DIFFERENT  gospel”  -   “Invite Christ into your heart.”  The idea is that this will make some big changes in a person’s life.  It will straighten you out and you will become a better person, more moral, more compassionate, more loving.   Jesus in your heart will not necessarily make you God, but it will make you good enough to be accepted by God. 

2 Corinthians 5:17   Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature. . .

When a person believes in Jesus Christ, he is born again, he is baptized by the Holy Spirit which means He is permanently “in Christ”.   If anyone is “in Christ”, he is a new creature, a new spiritual species, not a better version of the old creature.  

Genesis 1:11-12  Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with seed in them, on the earth"; and it was so.  12 And the earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit, with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:21   And God created the great sea monsters, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:24-25   Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind, and it was so.  25 And God made the beasts of the earth after their kind; and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good.
Evolutionists always reject these clear statements of fact and claim that a fish transformed into a birds and apes transformed into men.  All false gospels add works to salvation and in doing so, they use the same evolutionist’s mind- set.  This time, it is man evolving either into God or evolving close enough so that he is acceptable to God.
LESSON   #127   (7-14-05)         

  THE  REFORMATION

FAITH  ALONE  IN  CHRIST  ALONE

Grace Was attacked:

a. Accused of being a license to sin.

b.   Believers were living like unbelievers.
THE  REFORMER’S  OVER-REACTION

a. Lordship Salvation 

b. Works substantiate salvation 

c.  Loss of salvation
RESULTING  QUESTIONS:

1. What about the JSC?                      

2. What about unconditional acceptance?

3.   Can there be gratitude for a salvation that is unsure?
THREE  CAMPS:  
1. Armenians 

2. Calvinists  
3. Partakers, Servant Kings
LESSON   #128   (7-19-05)         
1. The Reformation Protestants asserted that salvation was by faith alone in Christ alone.  The Catholic church reacted by saying that this would give people a license to sin.  

2. Lordship salvation was then developed in order to counter this Catholic accusation.  To faith alone in Christ alone, Protestants added that we must also make Him Lord of ours lives for salvation.

3. Others added even more, that if we are truly saved, we will stay the course and live godly, moral lives all the way to our deathbeds, and if we don’t, then we were never truly saved to begin with.

4. Then, others added that we can lose our salvation by sinning.

· The question of eternal security is inextricably linked to the question of free grace.

· If a person is truly saved by making Christ Lord of his life or by living a sinless life, where is the grace?  Gal.2:21  -  I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness comes by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

· If saints must inevitably and necessarily persevere in godliness to the final hour, then the doctrine of rewards or shame at the JSC becomes meaningless.

· If all believers are to be rewarded and none chastised, then the motivation to live the Christian life is greatly compromised.

· The gratitude for unconditional acceptance is lost.

ARMINIAN  -  Conditional security.  True salvation can be lost.  Belief that the warnings in the Bible are directed toward true believers warning of loss of salvation.  If a believer does not maintain good works till the end, he loses his salvation.   No eternal security.

CALVINIST  -  Salvation cannot be lost.  Belief that the warnings in the N.T.  are for unbelievers and those who claim to be believers but they really aren’t.  Eternal security is based on being one of the elect.  If someone calling himself a believer does not maintain good works to the end, he is not really a believer.

PARTAKER   -  Winner, overcomer.  Like the Calvinist, belief that salvation cannot be lost.  Like the Arminian, belief that the warnings in the N.T. are directed toward true believers.  The N.T. warns of spiritual impoverishment, severe discipline, loss of rewards, and disinheritance, but it never threatens with loss of salvation.  Eternal security is based on believing in Christ.   Hebrews 3:14   -   For we have become partakers  [metochoi, sharers, partners, companions]  of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;
ANABAPTISTS  -  A group of sixteenth century believers who broke away from the heresies of the Catholic Church.  Infant baptism and official ties of the Church with the State were particularly repugnant to them.  They were mercilessly persecuted for their stand for truth.

JUSTIFICATION / SANCTIFICATION

1. Justification is a courtroom term that means “to declare righteous”.  It is the opposite of condemnation.

2. The ground of our justification is the perfect work of Christ for us, not in us.  Justification is not a process that goes on inside the believer.  It is a point in time that a declaration is made by God.

3. Justification is by the grace of God, is provided by Christ, and is appropriated by faith in Christ’s work on the cross.

Positional Sanctification  /  Experiential Sanctification  /  Ultimate Sanctification
LESSON   #129   (7-21-05)         
II Cor. 11: 10
1.  As is not in the original, he simply said, The truth belonging to Christ is in me.  The Judaizers could not legitimately say this.


Truth,  ALETHEIA  (n. nfs,  absolute truth, Bible doctrine;  of Christ,  CHRISTOS  (s)  n. gms.


Bible doctrine belongs to Christ.  It is His, I Cor.2:16.  Doctrine is the mind of Christ.

2.  You cannot love Christ without loving Bible doctrine, and you cannot love Bible doctrine without loving Christ.  A 



person who claims to love Jesus Christ and does not take in doctrine is a phony and a liar. 

3.  Paul is telling them that he still has doctrine in his soul, but what about them? Did they have doctrine in them?  No!

C.T.  2 Cor.11:10  -  The doctrine which belongs to Christ keeps on residing in me, therefore this glorying/boasting [ about doctrine in his soul ] shall not be obstructed / fenced in / silenced in  me in the regions of Achaia.

4.  When Paul was in Corinth, he gave them doctrine, and when he was away, he still gave them doctrine through his 


letters.  He gave them the most valuable thing on earth, and what did they give him in return?  Money?  Not 


hardly. They gave him nothing but a hard time. He had a thick skin because he knew that the message was being resisted, not him. 

5.  Paul, like all communicators of the Word, had to have a thick skin. They called him names and said that he was a 


sorry excuse for an apostle, but he would not allow their criticism to stop him from teaching.  He didn’t fold up his tent and give up because his feelings were hurt.

6.  Nothing can stop the Word of God, nothing!  Satan has tried to stop it throughout human history to no avail.  It 



marches on in the soul of some and over the bodies of others.

7.  Achaia was southern Greece which is where Corinth was located.

II Cor. 11: 11
1.  This asks a question that is connected to the previous verse.  Why can’t they stop Paul from teaching Bible doctrine?  Was it because he was angry with them and no longer loved them.  Would he continue to teach doctrine in their area in order to rub it in and to get under their skin?  No.  It was because he still loved them.

2.  Because I do not love you?   AGAPAO  (v. pai, to love, keep on loving, in this case, unconditional love.  How did he love them?  How did he express his love to them?  By teaching them Bible doctrine, not by responding to their every beck and call, and not by oozing brotherly love.  

3.  The Corinthian church was probably the only church on record that was told by their pastor that he loved them by through use of sarcasm. If Paul had the slightest bit of approbation lust, he would have lightened up and backed off the tough love he was giving them, and that would have been a disaster.
LESSON   #129   (7-21-05)         
4.  It’s nice to be liked, but being popular must never influence our decisions and actions.  It is enevitable that believers who stand for doctrine will experience hatred and animosity.  

John 15:20 - Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they 

persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.


Luke 6:22 - Blessed are you when men hate you and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.
5.  Then he called on God the Father as a witness to verify that what he said was true.

II Cor. 11: 12
1.  But what I am doing?   What was Paul doing?  He was teaching by using sarcasm.  Doing,  POIEO  (v. pai,

to do, to make.  Some of the Corinthians were fickle and had turned their attention and affection away from Paul towards the false teachers.

2.  Why was Paul going to continue to use sarcasm?  Because it was the only thing that would break through their hard shell of arrogance and stupidity.  The English word for sarcasm  comes from an Attic Greek verb that doesn’t appear in the N.T.,  SARKAZO  (to tear flesh apart like dogs. His sarcasm grabbed and shook them from their stupor.

3.  The Judaizers were trying to build their ministry by running down the apostle Paul.  This never works!   Such a ministry is built on sand rather than the Word of God as its foundation. 

4.  The Judaizers sought out opportunities to put down Paul because that was the only thing their ministry was about.  There was no doctrine taught, nothing but boasting about their ability to keep the Mosaic Law and Hebrew culture, about how they had ruined Paul’s ministry, and about how large their salaries were that the Corinthians had supplied compared to Paul’s nonexistent salary from them.

5.  This could be compared to a male adulterer bragging about receiving more love and affection from someone else’s wife than she gives her own husband.  

6.  Paul would continue to hammer at them with doctrine in order to prevent  “those who desire an opportunity to be 


regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting,” meaning that those loud-mouthed, 


bragging Judaizers would be found out for what they really were, and Paul would be found out for what he really 


was.

LESSON   #131   (7-28-05)         
 II Cor. 11: 13-14
1.  Now Paul calls them what they really are, false apostles disguising themselves as teachers of light.  They had no legitimate authority;  they had pseudo-production, and were masquerading as true apostles.

2.  No one should be surprised by what they were doing because they were simply following the pattern of their master,


Satan, who disguises himself as an angel of light.  Light is a metaphor for doctrine.  Satan is not a name but a title that means accuser, adversary, or enemy.


Gr., SATANAS  (s);        Heb., SHATAN  (!j'f)))');         Eng.,  SATAN:
A Few Points On  Satan:
1. Satan is an angel, Job 1:6-12.
2. He is the head of all fallen angels. Matt.8:28, 9:34, 12:26, Luke 11:8 & 19. 

3. He is a murderer, John 8:44.
4. He is the enemy of God,  Matt.13:19 & 39.  He is also the enemy of the church, Rev. 2:9, 13, & 24.
5.   The three falls of Satan, Isa.14, Eezek .28, and Rev.12 & 20. 

6.   There are two advents of Satan, Gen.3 and Rev.20.
7.   Satan tried his best to tempt Jesus and keep him from going to the cross, Matt. 4:1-14.
8.   The resistance of Satan is described in Eph. 6-10 –17.
II Cor. 11: 15
1.  False teachers are described in  II Peter 2:17,  -  These are wells without water, clouds [OMICHLAI here means mist or fog;  NEPHELE meaning clouds is not found here]  that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever.

2.  Six characteristics of false teachers in the Church Age.:

1)  They are masters of hypocrisy.  They use a phony facade that was first exposed by our Lord in  Matthew 7:15  - Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

2)  They use legalism to convert their victims to religion, Gal. 4:17-18; 2 Tim. 3:5-7.  They flatter their victims, make them feel wanted, and appeal to their pride.  Romans 16:18  -  For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Jesus Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech, they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
3)  They appeal to human arrogance, II Cor.10:12.

4)  They promote idolatry as a part of the devil's communion table,  1 Cor.10:19-21.
5)  They  promote self-righteousness, including legalism, personality arrogance, authority arrogance, crusader arrogance, and works arrogance, 1 Tim.1:6-7.

6)  False teachers can be detected only by the means of consistent intake of Bible doctrine. 

3.  If  is a first class conditional clause meaning if, and it is true.  Satan’s servants disguise themselves as servants of Light. They try to get people to believe that life is about making the Devil’s world a much better place.

LESSON   #132   (8-2-05)    (No class notes)    Rank heresy of present day false gospels & Word Faith Movement teaching that prosperity comes from having enough faith & giving;   False teachers' quotes.  
LESSON   #133   (8-4-05)   (No class notes)    False teachers are all wealthy, claim that God speaks to them, use extra-biblical sources, & say we're little gods who are to command God;   False teachers' quotes.
LESSON   #134   (8-9-05)   (No class notes)    More false teachers' quotes;   There is no shame in being a heresy-hunter;   Cults use Pre-Canon healing, miracles, & seeing angels, they fight & ridicule Satan & use Post-Canon revelation.
LESSON   #135   (8-11-05)   Keep your eyes fixed on Israel!  More false teachers' quotes;   There is no shame in being a heresy-hunter;   Cults use Pre-Canon healing, miracles, seeing angels, etc. & Post-Canon revelation. 
II Cor. 11: 16      
CT:  I keep on saying again and again, ‘Let no one presume me to be a fool or ignorant.  But, if  [ 1st class 



cond. clause ] you do, even as a fool, . . . welcome me with open arms [ give me a hearing ] . . . for the 



purpose that I also may boast a little [ like the false teachers. This is deep sarcasm ] .’  

1.  Paul was asking them to welcome him and allow him to boast a little just as they had welcomed the false teachers and listened attentively to their bragging.

2.  Notice that he said he would boast a little, just enough to make a point but not enough to be a fool as were the Judiazers.  Boasting is the activity of fools.  

3.  There are times when it is necessary to reveal more about yourself.  This was one of those times, whilie another occasion would be when you apply for a job or when you’re in the business of selling a product or service.

II Cor. 11: 17
1.  Paul was expressing himself in a way that Jesus Christ never did who would not lower Himself to the level of His accusers. But Paul did this in order to communicate on the level that they best understood. 

2.  This was the Lord’s message to the Corinthians although it was not the method He used to communicate during His Incarnation.  However, this does not change the validity of the message or the accuracy of its content.

3. Paul was pushed into this position by the maligning of his critics and the Judaizers’ challenge to his authority.

4.  Under the doctrine of the inspiration of Scripture , this concentrated sarcasm  is just as much a part of the Word of God as the Sermon on the Mount is.  

5.  Paul turned the Judiazers’ weapons of bragging and sarcasm  back onto them.  He was hopeful that this 


would shock the Corinthian critics out of their stupor and back into reality. 

II Cor. 11: 18-20
1.  Paul would act like the Judaizers who had a psychopathic personality even though he was nothing like them.  He did this in order to use their own weapons against them.

2.  Believers who are not consistent in taking in the Word are easily impressed with false teachers and feel-good sermons.

3.  Vs. 19  -  For you, being so wise, bear with the foolish gladly.  The KJV says, “ye suffer fools gladly.”  That translation is more on target because it connects the idea of suffering and fools together.  Listening to a bigmouth braggart would normally be construed as suffering, but some of the Corinthian believers were not thinking straight.

4.  To bear with, to tolerate or to suffer (KJV) is ANECHOMAI  v. pmi,  AN or ANA = again and again,  ECHO from ECHOMAI  =  to have and to hold.  The idea is that something happens over and over again.

5. 
foolish,  APHRON  (adj. gmp;  A, alpha negative  +  PRRON from PHREN, the mind  =  without reason, in want of mental sanity, lacking commonsense perception of the reality of things natural and spiritual.

6.  Paul was telling the Corinthians that they were wise for tolerating fools, but of course, he didn’t mean it because he was using sarcasm.  He meant just the opposite, that they were just as big of fools as the well-known celebrities were that they listened to who strutted about and bragged about themselves. 

7.  Vs. 20 -  Again, we have the exact same word to bear with or to suffer (KJV).  Then, there is a list of what they were 


suffering.  There are five “ifs” in this verse and all of them are first class conditional clauses.   

1)  To be enslaved,  KATADOULOO  (v. pai,  to be completely dominated, to involuntarily lose one’s freedom.  However, the Corinthians voluntarily lost theirs by listening to the false propaganda and then, by brain-washing themselves by swallowing it hook, line and sinker.


2)  To be devoured,  KATESTHIO  v.pai,  to be eaten up, to be taken advantage of.  This is when 



someone takes and takes until there is nothing left and he never gives anything back.

LESSON   #136   (8-16-05)   

3)  To be taken advantage of  LAMBANO  v.pai, to take or to be taken.  The meaning in this verse is that the Corinthians were used, exploited, or taken advantage of. 

4)  To have someone exalt themselves over you, EPAIRO  v. pmi, raise, lift up; to rise up in opposition, to put on airs, to act haughtily.  The Judaizers were acting as if they were superior or better than the Corinthians who they took advantage of.  This verb describes most celebrities of our day.

5)  To be hit in the face,  DERO  v. pai, to hit, slap, strike, or to beat.  The Judiazers would not only


put down the Corinthians verbally by insulting them, but they also abused and assaulted them physically. 

8.  The Corinthians acted just like a wife who puts up with her husband’s abuse, but in this case, it is not their husband, Paul, but their Judaizer pseudo-lovers whose abuse they tolerated.

II Cor. 11: 21

1. How is one to reach people who have allowed their standards to become shameful and dishonorable?  In the condition they were in, they would not respond to normal teaching methods because they had a hard shell of cynicism and arrogance surrounding their souls.  So Paul had to speak to them on a level that they could understand and respond to described by the Greek word ATIMIA  dishonor, degrading, shameful.

2. KJV 2 Corinthians 11:21   -   I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak.
NAS 2 Corinthians 11:21   -  To my shame I must say that we have been weak by comparison.

NJB 2 Corinthians 11:21   -   I say it to your shame; perhaps we have been too weak.
NLT 2 Corinthians 11:21   -   I'm ashamed to say that we were not strong enough to do that!

3.  Of course all of these translations reveal the very strong sarcasm that Paul employs to reach these reversionistic 


Corinthians.  The spiritually mature believers were not offended by Paul’s strong approach in communicating but the 


believers who had an arrogant attitude were offended, and they did get the message.

Expanded Translation – I keep speaking according to a standard of dishonor as if we had been weak, now indeed by whatever means anyone would be courageous [ TOLMAO  v. pas ] , ( I speak in the sphere of  foolishness ), I am courageous [ TOLMAO  v. pai ].  

4. The Corinthians admired the boldness and brashness of the Judaizers, so Paul showed them a little boldness and brashness himself.  The Judaizers had a cocky brashness which the Corinthians misunderstood for true courage. Paul pointed out the difference between the true courage he had and the false courage they had.

5.  The Judaizers talked about being brave, but Paul was the brave one.  They talked it , he lived it. 

LESSON   #137   (8-18-05)   
II Cor. 11:22

1.  Now Paul compares himself to the false teachers who had wormed their way into the hearts of the Corinthians.  He does not arrogantly brag about himself, but gives them information about himself they needed in order to see the light and get back on track spiritually.  This was designed to humble, shock, and wake them up to reality.  Paul told them the truth; the Judaizers lied.

2.  This was a calculated risk on Paul’s part because he very easily could have been misunderstood and been considered a braggart.  

3.   Are they Hebrews? So am I.  Paul was not speaking of race but culture.  The Greeks were fascinated with the Hebrew culture and the Mosaic Law.  The Judaizers had incorporated the Hebrew culture into Christianity which was a mistake.

4.  Are they Israelites? So am I.  This refers to national identity.  All Israelites come from one of the 12 tribes of Israel that came from the 12 sons of Jacob.  Jacob’s name was changed to Israel which means “chiseler”, and Israel means “one who contends with God”.

5.  Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.  Now he plays the race card.  The Greeks were very impressed with 


culture, nationalism, and race, so Paul touched on each one of these hot button subjects.

6. The Judaizers had pushed themselves into the Corinthian Church on the basis of culture, national identity, and race.  

7. The apostle Paul founded the Corinthian Church on the basis of the gospel and Bible doctrine.  He did not make an 


issue out of culture, national  identity, or race.

8. Legalism emphasizes the assets of physical birth, whereas doctrine emphasizes the assets of spiritual birth.  


Legalism  emphasizes human ability, whereas doctrine emphasizes God’s ability.

9.  Phil. 3:3-7                                               

II Cor. 11:23

1.  Are they servants of Christ?  (I speak as if insane). . .  Paul freely admited sounding like he was insane.  He was clearly not insane but speaking like a fool, the same way the Judaizers did in order to reach the Corinthians.  

2.  I am more. . . Paul was not conceding that the Judaizers were servants of Christ at all because he had already established that they were false apostles, vs. 13, and ministers of Satan, vs. 15.  Paul was stating that he was more of a servant of Christ than they had claimed to be.

3.  Now he lists the ways that he exceeds the claims they made about themselves, in far more labors,  KOPOS  s)  n. dmp,  to work hard, to work to the point of exhaustion.   Everything was harder to accomplish without the modern conveniences of cars, telephones, books, paper, pens, copiers, computers, internet, etc.

4.  in far more imprisonments;  It is doubtful that the Judaizers were ever imprisoned.  Paul had been imprisoned for telling the truth while the Judaizers stayed out of prison by speaking lies and false doctrines..

5.  beaten times without number,  PLEGE  n. dfp, to be flogged, whipped, to receive blows, stripes, wounds.

6.  often in danger of death;  This is a general statement that he elaborated on further in the following verses.

7.  Paul would not have made an issue of his sufferings and hardships had not the Judaizers been trying to gain sympathy with the Corinthians by telling lies about their own supposed suffering.

8.  Any person who tries to gain attention, sympathy, or love through pity is a Loser with a capital “L”.  He is pitiful.  The Judaizers had been preying on the emotions of the Corinthians whose pity was being passed off as love.  Paul was not trying to gain sympathy but to demonstrate how shallow the Judaizers were to have been so used and tricked by them.

LESSON   #138   (8-23-05)

II Cor. 11:24-25

1.  Vs. 24:  Paul received 39 lashes five different times from his own countrymen.  That means that he was flogged with a whip 195 times.  According to the Mosaic Law, Deut. 25:3, the maximum number of lashes a person could receive at one time was 40. The Jews would stop at 39 lashes to make sure that they didn’t accidently break the law.

2.  Vs. 25:  Paul was flogged with rods three times.  This was Roman punishment making it a total of eight times that he was flogged.  Of course, since Paul was a Roman citizen, he should have never bean beaten by the Romans because it was against Roman law to beat a Roman citizen, Acts 22:22-29.

3.  Once he was stoned. . . does not mean that he got high on drugs;  it means that he was executed, stoned to death which was the mode of capital punishment for the Jews, Acts 14:5-19.  The method of capital punishment for the Romans was crucifiction for foreigners and beheading for Roman citizens. 
4.  Paul is the only person who was executed twice. Paul was shipwrecked three times; one time he spent floating for 24 hours in the Mediterranean Sea. 
II Cor. 11:26

Now Paul describes his many dangers he experienced as he traveled all over the known world of his day.  

a.  in dangers from rivers, . . . Crossing rivers today is no big deal, but in the time of Paul, it was a very big deal. It was not unusual for people to be drowned trying to cross rivers in ancient times.

b.  dangers from robbers (or pirates), . . . We can identify a little more with this type of danger, but it never deterred Paul from going into dangerous areas in order to spread the gospel. John Mark left Paul and his companions when they headed for Perga which was known for its bandits, robbers, and wild mountain people. Acts 13:13. 

LESSON   #139   (8-25-05)       
c.  dangers from my countrymen, . . .  Even when Paul was in his own country among his brethren, he was still in great danger.  One could make a case that his own countrymen hated him more than anyon else.

d.  dangers from the Gentiles, . . . The world was divided between Jews and Gentiles, so Paul could never catch a break;  he was in company of dangerous people of every nationality and race.

e.  dangers in the city, dangers in the wildernesss, . . .  The world can also be divided between city and country.  Paul faced dangers in both.

f.   dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren,. . .  Again, he mentions dangers on the sea which would include being shipwrecked, being attacked by pirates, dying from thirst or starvation, and getting lost.  He also included dangers of false teachers who gave him the most trouble because they adversely & evilly impacted those whom he had ministered and loved.

II Cor. 11:27-28
1.  Now the subject changes a bit comparing suffering in the body to suffering in the soul.  It is one thing to be tired, worn out, and exhausted, but when you add loss of sleep to it, the pain and agony is greatly intensified.

2. Paul often faced hunger, thirst, lack of adequate clothing, and therefore, he also suffered from the cold.

II Cor. 11:29
1.  Besides all of these outside attacks, he faced tremendous pressures and responsibilities on the inside.  This included his responsibility for all of the churches he had established.

2.  Who is weak without my being weak?  The word weak means insufficient.  This is all about God’s grace provision.  Paul is saying,”You have problems, well I have problems also.”  He had to depend on the sufficiency of God’s grace just as much as they did.

3.  Who is led into sin without my intense concern?   When Paul got reports of believers who had gotten off course 


and were in the process of ruining their lives as well as the lives of others, he was deeply affected by it.  He cared! This brings to light a principle that the thoughts and actions of one believer always has an affect on other believers.

II Cor. 11:30

1.  If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness . . .This if is a first class conditional clause, if 


and it’s true.  It was necessary for Paul to boast.  But notice what he was boasting about   -    his weaknesses.

2.  Paul was actually bragging about God and His faithful provision during the times Paul was weak.  

LESSON   #140   (8-30-05)      
3.   Paul’s sufferings, weaknesses, and pressures brought him to God’s grace.  When Paul was weak, and when we are 


weak, there is only one way to become strong:  depend on God’s grace provision.

4.  The Judaizers focused their attention on their own sufferings. Paul focused his attention on grace.  The 


purpose of suffering is not to solicit sympathy or pity, but is an opportunity for God to show His grace.

5.  So, when we suffer, we are not to expect pity from others but should be anticipating God’s grace provision.  Paul’s boasting led to grace;  the Judiazer’s boasting led to self-pity and legalism.

II Cor. 11:31
1.  Paul calls none other than God the Father as a witness that he is telling the truth.  

2.  The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever,  EULOGETOS  s)  adj. nms,  


meaning to be worthy of praise when referring to God.

3.  knows that I am not lying,  OIDA   v. rai,  to know, understand, or perceive.  God always knows if you are 


lying or telling the truth.  Don’t try to con God.

II Cor. 11:32-33
1.  What is an ethnarch?   He is a racial ruler or one who is next to the king in a particular area.  The king in this case was Arates, the king of the Nabitians.  The Nabitians were a famous people who moved north into Moab, conquered it, and ruled over it between the 6th and 4th centuries BC.

2.  Once again, the Lord rescued Paul out of the hands of certain death.  Did the apostle Paul rely on his own intelligence and strength to get out of this jam?  No.  He was a true basket case in that God provided this as his way of escape.

 1 Corinthians 10:13  - No temptation [trial or test] has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted [tried or tested]  beyond what you are able, but with the temptation [trial or test] will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
3.  I Sam. 23:19-29

4.  Delivery from every disaster, trial, or test in life is always based on the same principle: grace, grace, and more grace.

5.  Even though Paul did not have the things that people normally associate with happiness, he had tremendous peace, joy, and happiness.  Think of it.  Paul did not have good looks, he didn’t have a good speaking voice, he han no charisma, he had to work with his hands for a living, he didn’t have a wife, he didn’t have children, he was constantly in danger, many people hated him and tried to kill him, he was often cold, hungry, and thirsty, everyone dumped 


their problems and troubles on him, he was beaten repeatedly, shipwrecked repeatedly, snake bit, and stoned to 


death, yet nearly always he remained perfectly happy and contented.  The only time he wasn’t, was when he got 


into human viewpoint and started to depend on himself rather than on God.


II Cor. 12:1

1. Chapter eleven actually ends with the first phrase in this verse. 

2. Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable;  it was necessary for Paul to boast about his weaknesses in order to reach the Corinthians, but it was not profitable for him.  He wasn’t glorified. God was.  Any time a believer goes through adversity and suffering, the challenge is God’s to handle it, not ours.  All we have to do is sit in the basket; God holds the rope.
LESSON   #141   (9-1-05)      
3. Paul continued to boast, boasting  KAUCHOMAI v. pmi;  Paul kept on boasting, and now he boasts about how he received Bible doctrine.

4. Chapter twelve should start with the second phrase in verse one. Paul brought up the issue of visions and revelations.  People who had visions can be found all over the Bible, but the last person who had a vison was the apostle John on the Isle of Patmos. Once the Canon of Scripture was completed, visions, dreams, and God speaking directly to man ceased.  Visions were a way a person could learn about God and His Word while awake.  Dreams accomplished the same thing while asleep, Rev.22:18.

5.  Revelations,  APOKALUPSIS  (s)  n. afp, means revelations given directly from the Lord.  While Paul was seeing the vision, he was receiving information straight from the Lord.

II Cor. 12:2-3
1.  Paul wrote II Corinthians in AD 57 and he was stoned to death 14 years earilier in AD 43 which is described in Acts 14:19-20 and mentioned in II Cor. 11:25.


2.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago, whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do 


not know, God knows. . . The apostle Paul received many visions while on earth. The Lord taught him personally 


for three years in Arabia which was probably accomplished through visions, Gal. 3:15-18.  So, when he was stoned to death, he couldn’t tell if he was experiencing another vision or if he was really dead.

.



3.  When Paul was dead, he was still conscious and alert, so he couldn’t tell if he was truly dead or having another learning session by means of a vision. It is not unusral for a believer to verbally express what he is seeing at the moment of his death. It has been reported that Stonewall Jackson said, “Let us cross over the river and rest under the shade of the trees”.  There were no rivers or trees right there where he died, so he was describing something that no one else could see.  Many think he was seeing a vision as he died.

4.  Paul went on to say that he couldn’t tell if this was in the body, meaning he was seeing a vision, or if he was out of the body and truly dead.  But Paul knew that God knew, and that was all that mattered.

5.  such a man was caught up to the third heaven,  HARPAZO  ptc. ap, to sieze, to snatch up.  


1 Thess. 4:17  -  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.

6.  The Bible speaks of three heavens.  1st heaven – atmosphere around the earth where clouds exist.  2nd 


heaven – the celestial sphere where the stars and planets exist.  3rd heaven – the abode of God.

7.  In verse 3, he repeated himself, but this time he used the phrase, apart from the body,  CHORIS  s) meaning separated from the body, instead of the phrase, out of the body EKTOS  (s) meaning aside from, besides, or outside. This would suggest that Paul thought his soul was outside his body because he was dead.

II Cor. 12:4
1.  Paradise  refers to the New Paradise which is in heaven.  It is not the same Paradise that is mentioned in Luke  23:43  -  And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise’.  This refers to the place located in the center of the earth where O.T. believers who had died, resided until Christ took them with Him when He ascended into the third heaven, Eph. 4:8-10.  It was also known as “Abraham’s Bosom”.

LESSON   #142   (9-6-05)      
2.   Paul heard things in the 3rd heaven that he was forbidden to tell others.  First of all this tells us that there are things 


about heaven that God does not want us to know.  The fact that Paul knew things that no one else knew could have 


very easily caused him to become arrogant.

II Cor. 12:5 - 6
1.  This verse appears to be an obvious contradiction.  So what does it mean?

2.  When Paul learned things in heaven that no one on earth knows, he learned it by grace. The Grace System of 


Perception obviously works in heaven just as it does on earth.  

3.  So he was boasting about God’s tremendous expression of grace to him while in heaven, not that there was 


anything special about himself. That is legitímate boasting.

4.  But when he got back to Phase 2 on planet earth, he refused to boast about himself.  However, he made one 


exception and that was that he would boast about his weaknesses, frailties, and aflictions.  Why would he do 


that?

6. Verse 6  For if I do wish to boast [about myself] (I shall not be foolish) -  The “if” is a third class condicional clause.  Paul could brag about himself but he wasn’t tempted to boast about himself like a braggart full of hot air because he knew that would be foolish and Paul is no fool.  

7. for I shall be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this [boasting about myself], so that no one may credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.
8. Who was being foolish by boasting about themselves?  The false teachers; the Judaizers.  The Corinthians were impressed with inconsequential people who made themselves out to be celebrities.  Paul had more reason to brag about himself than any other person living but he just gave them the facts about receiving revelations from God in the 3rd heaven and left it at that.

II Cor. 12:7
1.   Lets take a look at how thorns are used in the Bible:


a.  Thorns are used as a curse for sin for man and nature Gen. 3:18.


b.  The unconquered inhabitants were said to be a thorn in the side of Israel  Num. 33:55, Judges 2:3.


c.  The thorn is used as an analogy to negative volition towards Bible doctrine  Prov. 22:5, 26:9.


d.  The removal of the cure during the Millinnium is demonstrated by the removal ot thorns Isa. 55:13, Ezek. 28:24. 

a. Thorns are related to economic woes in an agricultural economy Jer. 12:13. 

b. Thorns are used for the details of life which cause neg. vol. towards B.D. Matt. 13:7 & 22.

c. Thorns were used in the crown that Jesus Christ wore on the cross to demonstrate that the cross must come before the real crown Matt. 27:29..  The thorns are identified with sins and He had to take care of the sin problem first.

d. The thorn is used to express the pain and suffering which stimulates grace orientation II Cor. 12:7.

