CHAPTER  12

LESSON   #141   (9-1-05)      
1. Paul continued to boast, boasting  KAUCHOMAI v. pmi;  Paul kept on boasting, and now he boasts about how he received Bible doctrine.

2. Chapter twelve should start with the second phrase in verse one. Paul brought up the issue of visions and revelations.  People who had visions can be found all over the Bible, but the last person who had a vison was the apostle John on the Isle of Patmos. Once the Canon of Scripture was completed, visions, dreams, and God speaking directly to man ceased.  Visions were a way a person could learn about God and His Word while awake.  Dreams accomplished the same thing while asleep, Rev.22:18.

3.  Revelations,  APOKALUPSIS  (s)  n. afp, means revelations given directly from the Lord.  While Paul was seeing the vision, he was receiving information straight from the Lord.

II Cor. 12:2-3
1.  Paul wrote II Corinthians in AD 57 and he was stoned to death 14 years earilier in AD 43 which is described in Acts 14:19-20 and mentioned in II Cor. 11:25.


2.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago, whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do 


not know, God knows. . . The apostle Paul received many visions while on earth. The Lord taught him personally 


for three years in Arabia which was probably accomplished through visions, Gal. 3:15-18.  So, when he was stoned to death, he couldn’t tell if he was experiencing another vision or if he was really dead.

.



3.  When Paul was dead, he was still conscious and alert, so he couldn’t tell if he was truly dead or having another learning session by means of a vision. It is not unusral for a believer to verbally express what he is seeing at the moment of his death. It has been reported that Stonewall Jackson said, “Let us cross over the river and rest under the shade of the trees”.  There were no rivers or trees right there where he died, so he was describing something that no one else could see.  Many think he was seeing a vision as he died.

4.  Paul went on to say that he couldn’t tell if this was in the body, meaning he was seeing a vision, or if he was out of the body and truly dead.  But Paul knew that God knew, and that was all that mattered.

5.  such a man was caught up to the third heaven,  HARPAZO  ptc. ap, to sieze, to snatch up.  


1 Thess. 4:17  -  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

6.  The Bible speaks of three heavens.  1st heaven – atmosphere around the earth where clouds exist.  2nd 


heaven – the celestial sphere where the stars and planets exist.  3rd heaven – the abode of God.

7.  In verse 3, he repeated himself, but this time he used the phrase, apart from the body,  CHORIS  s) meaning separated from the body, instead of the phrase, out of the body EKTOS  (s) meaning aside from, besides, or outside. This would suggest that Paul thought his soul was outside his body because he was dead.

II Cor. 12:4
1.  Paradise  refers to the New Paradise which is in heaven.  It is not the same Paradise that is mentioned in Luke  23:43  -  And He said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise’.  This refers to the place located in the center of the earth where O.T. believers who had died, resided until Christ took them with Him when He ascended into the third heaven, Eph. 4:8-10.  It was also known as “Abraham’s Bosom”.
LESSON   #142    (9-6-05)         

DREAMS  AND  VISIONS  -   post canon  revelations

(Study Insert)

1.  The Epistles were written to instruct the early churches in all matters of doctrine and practice. None of the Epistles mention God having used visions or dreams to communicate with man in the Church Age with the exception of the experience Paul describes in Acts 12:1-4.

2.  Visions are presented in a negative way in Colossians 2:18  -  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,  Note: these visions were not from God.

3.  2 Tim. 3:16  -  All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be complete , thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  The early church pastors and members where instructed to seek their teaching and guidance from the Scriptures. If dreams and visions were operable, then they would have been included.

4.  1 Corinthian 13:8-10  -   Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away [v.fpi] if there are tongues, they will cease [v.fmi]; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. [v.fpi] 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;  10 but when the perfect [adj.nns - complete] comes, the partial will be done away.  

5.  The two gifts of prophecy and knowledge were done away with or rendered inoperative, passive voice, when the New Testament canon was closed in 95-96 AD because, with the completion of the Book of Revelation by the Apostle John, the Bible in its entirety was finished.

6.  The gift of tongues was instrumental in bringing itself to an end, middle voice, and ended in 70 AD when Jerusalem was sacked and the Jews were dispersed. 

7.  No one today has the biblical gift of prophecy because God has no need to give us new revelation. Preaching is often referred to as “prophesying” in the scriptures. However, this prophesying or “forth-telling” does not refer to the prophesying that will cease because preaching continues on into the Millennium, Matt. 24:13-14. The last Scripture written was the Book of Revelation. We must now study the Bible in order to acquire knowledge and we are illuminated by the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit while we read and study it.

8.  The question is, “When will these temporary spiritual gifts come to an end?”   . . . but when the perfect  [adj.nns complete]  comes, the partial will be done away.  

9.  The neuter gender of TELIOS, translated perfect, means a completed thing,  not a person.  Jesus Christ is never referred to in the neuter gender.  Some teach that the word perfect is a reference to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ which implies that the gifts of prophecy, knowledge and tongues are operative today and continue until the end of the Tribulation. However, the context of 1 Corinthians 13:8-10, beginning with chapter 12 and ending with Chapter 14, is not about the Tribulation or Second Coming but addresses the matter of spiritual gifts. So, this statement, but when the perfect  comes, is certainly related to the subject of this passage which is spiritual gifts.  Nothing in these three chapters refers to the Second Coming in any way.

Psalm 19:7  . . .the law of the LORD [Scripture] is perfect, restoring the soul . . .

James 1:25  -  But one who looks intently at the perfect law [Scripture]
James 1:17  -  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift  [including Scripture]  is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.  


The term, Father of lights may have come from an early Christian hymn entitled “Father of Lights”.  God is the source of all light, physical, intellectual, moral, and spiritual that are revealed in Scripture.
10. According to I Cor. 13:9-10, when the Word of God was completed, there was no longer any need for God to communicate through these mediums.  He chose to speak through the written Word which was finished and completed in 95-96 AD when John finished the Book of Revelation, the last book of the New Testament Canon. 

11. A Church Age believer has something the Jews did not have. He has God the Holy Spirit indwelling him whose ministry is to illuminate God's written word, John 16:13.
12. Many times, Old Testament dreams and visions required an interpreter.  However, God did not give us a hint as to how we are to interpret dreams or visions in the N.T.  If visions and dreams of a few modern-day Christians were truly from God, then God would have given us a way to authenticate, interpret, and verify them.

13. The very nature of dreams and visions makes them somewhat unclear and therefore not the best method of communication.  Written instruction is far superior. God has chosen to communicate in a clearer way to the church by means of a written record of revelation. 

14. Hebrews 1:1-2  -  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, has in the last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he has appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.

15. You cannot separate the Lord Jesus from His word.  Hebrews 1:1  tells us that God is speaking through the Bible today, which is His word.
16. First note to whom the Book of Hebrews is addressed.  It is written specifically to the Jews. These Jews were not lost but had believed in their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Next note the first statement God made to them. In the past, He spoke to the prophets using many different methods like dreams, visions, visitations, ceremonies, laws, rituals, and directly, but now, He speaks to them and us through His Son.

17. John 1:1  states that Christ is the word and Revelation 19:13 confirms it. The Word is Christ, and Christ is the Word.  The Word in I Cor. 2:16  is “the mind of Christ”. The opening statement to these Jewish Christians was that God now had a better way through the Lord Jesus Christ. He said, “I am going to speak to you now by different means that are a lot more direct.” The Old Testament saints looked toward the Coming of the Messiah as revealed by God in the past through symbols, examples, and illustrations. Now there was no longer any need to use them. The Truth had already come, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ.    

18. When you have an accurate written instruction from God, you do not need God to speak directly to you.  You do not need special signs to know what His will is or to be directed by Him. The principles to handle any situation in life are found within the pages of the Bible. The  Holy Spirit helps us to understand and apply doctrinal principles to our lives.

19. Acts 2:14-17  -  14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: "Men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give heed to my words.  15 "For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day;  16 but this is [similar to] what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:  17 'And it shall be in the last days  [Joel 2:28 -   “And it will come about after this,' i.e. after the 2nd Advent]  God says, 'That I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
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20. An examination of Joel 2 clearly shows that the events preceding the pouring out of the spirit  will happen after the Great Tribulation and after the destruction of the northern army which is Russia, Joel 2:20.  This prophecy was addressed to Israel and not the church.

21. Question:   What was happening to the men on the day of Pentecost who received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit? They were perceived to have been drunk, Acts 2:15.  Peter answered and said, “What you see happening to these men is similar to what Joel said would happen in the Millennium.” Peter used Joel's prophecy as an illustration from Scripture of what the crowds were now seeing. He was not saying that Joel's prophecy was being fulfilled. He meant that the pouring out of the spirit of God at Pentecost was similar to Joel’s prophesy and that they should have recognized it as such instead of assuming that the Pentecost believers were drunk.

22. When this future outpouring of the Spirit of God comes in the Millennium, it will be on "all" flesh. But on the Day of Pentecost, it was clear that not all flesh or all mankind would receive this outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  It is true for the Millennium because that age will start with nothing but believers, and so all will receive the out-pouring of the Spirit.

23.Revelation 22:18  -  I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 


them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book;

24.Considering what has been presented above, post-canon revelations would be thought of as adding to the prophecy of this book.  Some will contend that it is only the book of Revelation that this prohibition applies to, but such an idea does not seem reasonable.

25.This Scripture is found at the very end of the last book of the Bible which is where one would expect to find a 

prohibition for the entire Bible.  Also, the book of Revelation is the inspired Word of God the same as all the other books, so what applies to it would apply to all the other books of the Bible.

26.1 Cor. 14:33  -  For God is not the author of confusion . . .   Many people today claim to receive messages from God through dreams, visions, and direct verbal communication.  But these supposed messages from God not only differ in content, they are inconsistent and contradict one another. Is God the author of confusion?  This has caused many to throw up their hands in frustration and confusion, and draw the conclusion that no one can truly understand the Bible.  What a mess and what a shame.


LESSON   #143    (9-8-05) 

RESUMING  II COR. 12:4
2.   Paul heard things in the 3rd heaven that he was forbidden to tell others.  First of all this tells us that there are things 


about heaven that God does not want us to know.  The fact that Paul knew things that no one else knew could have 


very easily caused him to become arrogant.

II Cor. 12:5-6
1.  This verse appears to be an obvious contradiction.  So what does it mean?

2.  When Paul learned things in heaven that no one on earth knows, he learned it by grace. The Grace System of 


Perception obviously works in heaven just as it does on earth.  

3.  So he was boasting about God’s tremendous expression of grace to him while in heaven, not that there was 


anything special about himself. That is legitímate boasting.

4.  But when he got back to Phase 2 on planet earth, he refused to boast about himself.  However, he made one 


exception and that was that he would boast about his weaknesses, frailties, and aflictions.  Why would he do 


that?

5.  Verse 6:  For if I do wish to boast [about myself] (I shall not be foolish) -  The “if” is a third class condicional clause.  Paul could brag about himself but he wasn’t tempted to boast about himself like a braggart full of hot air because he knew that would be foolish and Paul is no fool.  

6. . . .for I shall be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this [boasting about myself], so that no one may credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.
7.  Who was being foolish by boasting about themselves?  The false teachers; the Judaizers.  The Corinthians were impressed with inconsequential people who made themselves out to be celebrities.  Paul had more reason to brag about himself than any other person living but he just gave them the facts about receiving revelations from God in the 3rd heaven and left it at that.

II Cor. 12:7

1.  The Greek word for surpassing is HUPERBOLE  (and it is used six times:

1)  King Nebuchadnezzar’s surpassing greatness was restored after he was humbled and trusted in the Lord, Dan. 4:36.
2)  The surpassing greatness of God, II Cor. 4:7.
3)  The surpassing grace of God,  II Cor. 9:14.
4)  The surpassing greatness of revelations,  II Cor. 12:7.
5)  The surpassing greatness of God’s power,  Eph. 1:19.

6)  The surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus, Eph. 2:7.
7)  The surpassing value of knowing Christ, Phil. 3:8.
2.  Let’s take a look at how thorns are used in the Bible:

a.   Thorns are used as a curse for sin for man and nature, Gen. 3:18.
b.   The unconquered inhabitants were said to be a thorn in the side of Israel, Num. 33:55, Judges 2:3.

c.   The thorn is used as an analogy to negative volition towards Bible doctrine,  Prov. 22:5, 26:9.

d.   The removal of the cure during the Millinnium is demonstrated by the removal ot thorns, Isa. 55:13, Ezek. 28:24.
e. Thorns are related to economic woes in an agricultural economy, Jer. 12:13. 

f. Thorns are used for the details of life which cause neg. vol. towards B.D., Matt. 13:7 & 22.
LESSON   #144    (9-13-05)
g.   Thorns were used in the crown Jesus Christ wore on the cross to demonstrate that the cross must come before  the real crown, Matt. 27:29.  The thorns are identified with sins, and He had to take care of the sin problem first.

h.   The thorn is used to express the pain and suffering that helps stimulate grace-orientation, II Cor. 12:7.
i.    Believers produce either fruit or thorns, Heb. 6:7-8.
3.  This thorn in the flesh was given to Paul by a fallen angel.  God allowed the wall of protection to be lifted from around Paul in order to carry out God’s purpose in his life.  This fallen angel would buffet Paul,  KOLAPHIZO  v. pas, to strike with the fist.  This same word is used in I Cor. 9:27 when Paul buffeted himself in order to remain qualified to receive eternal rewards.  God allowed a fallen angel to buffet Paul for the same reason.

LESSON   #145    (9-15-05)
STUDY  INSERT

HEBREWS  10:26  - “WILFUL  SIN”     9-12-05
Chapters 6 and 10 of Hebrews have always been confusing for most believers.  They get mixed up when it comes to the author’s intent. He is not warning of the danger of losing salvation but of losing fellowship with the Lord to the point of intractable pig-headed apostasy that invites certain, severe divine discipline.  

The author of Hebrews was writing to believers.  Notice in Heb.6:1 the encouragement to press on to spiritual maturity;  this certainly would not apply to unbelievers.  In Heb.10:19, he calls them “brethren” and in verse 29 they are called “sanctified”.  In Heb.10:31-38, believers are described as remaining true to Christ in the midst of reproach, joyfully accepting the confiscation of their properties, and hoping for a better, abiding possession.  He declares them to be righteous, vs. 38  -  But My [the] righteous one shall live by faith [Bible doctrine].

Hebrews 10:26  -  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins. . .

If we go on sinning  is not speaking about false teachers but about believers. This is a warning, not to unbelievers who are in danger of going to hell, but to believers who are in danger of dreadful, divine discipline that would mean the loss of their heavenly inheritance and rewards. 

Sinning willfully is sinning “without compulsion” or without any effort to resist.  The Greek word used is in the present tense to mean that the sins are not committed just one time but are repeated over and over again. While the sins that are repeatedly committed are not stated here, they might have been the abandonment of holding fast the confession of hope, verse 23, and include turning from Christianity to paganism.  This unrestrained sin was committed by those who had received “full” knowledge, EPIGNOSIS,  of the truth or the saving knowledge of salvation, the same as in I Tim. 2:4.

There no longer remains a sacrifice for sins  is to be understood in the light of Num.15:22-30.  In the O.T., a sacrifice was offered for sins that were committed unintentionally or unwillfully, Num. 15:22-29.  But for those who sinned defiantly, intentionally, and willfully, they were to be cut off, meaning execution.  Hebrews is not warning that eternal life can be lost, but it is warning about believers losing their temporal or physical lives the same as in Num. 15:30-31.  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross protects believers from the eternal judgment of hell but not from the temporal judgment of divine discipline that may include loss of physical life.

Hebrews 10:27 -  . . .but a fearful prospect of judgment and a flaming fire that is going to consume the adversaries.
What kind of judgment is this?  Hell?  No.  This is a quote from Isa. 26:11 that spoke of the physical destruction of Israel’s enemies. The mention of fire evokes images of hell in present day minds, but the Bible normally uses fire symbolically for some kind of judgment, either in time or eternity.  Isa. 26:11 and many other O.T. citations prove that judgments in time are in view. This is a harsh warning to believers who openly and defiantly oppose God that they are no longer friends of God but adversaries of God who are in danger of sin unto death.  This does not imply in anyway that they might lose their salvation.  Even if a believer died the sin unto death because of obstinate disobedience and failure to acknowledge his sin, he will still go to heaven.  But he will be a peon without rewards, decorations, or privileges.

The writer of Hebrews is emphatically teaching that it is possible for a believer who is sanctified, who is perfected forever, and who has proven his confession by his works, to fall into reversionism and stay there until he finally rejects Christ completely and apostatizes from the faith.  The writer warns of the severe consequences that follow such a course.  

He also encourages believers to keep their confidence in the Lord, to continue in good works, and to have patience and endurance in suffering that would result in tremendous rewards, verses 35-36.

Hebrews 10:38  -  But My righteous one [ experiential +R in view here, not imputed +R] shall live by faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.
And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him  is a figure of speech called LITOTES that is deliberate understatement in the negative so as to more intensely emphasize the affirmative.  An example of this is when we say, “An artist of no small stature” when we really mean that he is an outstanding artist.  When Paul speaks about the wilderness generation and how “God was not pleased with most of them,” I Cor. 10:5, he meant that God was furious with all but two of them.  Now we see the writer of Hebrews saying that if a believer shrinks back to the point of apostasy, God will be extremely angry with him.  

Shrinking back  is similar to  falling away  in Heb. 3:12,  being carried away by error and falling from your own steadfastness in II Pet. 3:17, and willfully sinning in Heb. 10:26.   

Hebrews 10:39  -  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.
Destruction  mentioned in verse 39 is not a technical term for hell but means divine discipline, the sin unto death, SUD, and loss of rewards. Preserving of the soul is taken by most people to mean going to heaven when you die.  But it is a common term in the Bible for maintaining physical life. It never refers to one’s transfer to heaven after death.  

LESSON   #146    (9-20-05)
RESUME  II Cor.12:7  Classnotes
4.  God did something to keep Paul from exalting himself.  What does the Bible say about self-exaltation?

Proverbs 30:32  -   If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, or if you have plotted evil, put your hand on your mouth.

I Peter 5:6  -  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.

Mat.12:23  -  For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

Prov. 29:23  -
A man's pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor.

James 4:10  -  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall exalt you.


Proverbs 4:7-8  -  The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom [doctrine], and whatever you get, get insight.   


Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her.
5.  While psychologists, educators, and feminists worship at the shrine of self-esteem, the Bible emphasizes humility and spiritual self-esteem that means self worth based on what God has done for us.  Exaggerated self-esteem leads to self-exaltation and self-promotion.  Spiritual self-esteem focuses on the doctrine in our souls rather than focusing on our own abilities and talents.

LESSON   #147    (9-27-05)
II Cor. 12:8

1.  The pain of the thorn in the flesh Paul experienced caused him to temporarily lose his spiritual morings.  In his 


short period of disorientation, he repeatedly implored God to make the pain stop.  Have you ever hurt so bad that you pleaded with God to make the pain go away?

2.  Sometimes we lose track of the fact that God already knew about our pain and suffering before we ever had it.  We forget that He allows us to suffer and is even the cause of our suffering at times, but it is always for our own good.

3.   Our first impulse is to ask God to remove the pain. If He doesn’t, we are tempted to think that He either doesn’t care or that He is unfair.  In either case, we don’t like it and are tempted to become angry with Him.  God did not answer Paul’s prayer in the affirmative.

4.  God had to say “No” three times before it finally snapped in Paul’s mind to think again in terms of the resources of God’s grace. There is nothing like reaching a hopeless, solutionless, dead end to get us back onto the Grace Road.

5.  The purpose of suffering: 

(1)  Undeserved Suffering is designed to show off the power and provision of God's grace, II Cor. 12:1-10.
(2)  It teaches the value of Bible doctrine, Ps. 119:67-68, 71.
(3)  It is designed to manifest the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 4:8-11.
(4)  It is designed to put muscle on faith through the operation of the faith-rest drill, to accelerate spiritual growth, and to keep the believer occupied with his eternal future, Rom 8:36, 5:3-5.

(5)  It helps us to identify with other believers who suffer, I Cor. 1:3-24.
(6)  It provides excellent opportunities for us to witness for Christ,  II Cor. 2:3-4, II Tim. 2:8-9.
(7) Deserved suffering is divine discipline for the purpose of getting believers back on course, Heb. 12:5-15.

II Cor. 12:9
1.  It is important to note that the Lord did not speak audibly to Paul at this point and say, My grace is sufficient for you.  


This verse actually says, And He had said to me,  EIREKEN  v. rai, to say something in the past that 


has present results.

2.  What is the point?  Paul started to recall doctrines, and then he made the right applications. He didn’t need to have a conversation with the Lord to get straightend out.  He had already learned that God’s grace is sufficient and is capable of bringing about contentment in the most adverse circumstances, no matter how much pain might be involved.

3.  Four years later, Paul would write, Phillippians 4:11 -  . . .for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances that I am in.   One reason Paul was able to write this is because God did not remove the thorn in the flesh that tormented him.  Paul applied doctrine by relaxing in God’s wisdom, and staying happy while in great pain.

4.  We all need to remember this next phrase, for power  [God’s]  is perfected   [TELEO  v. ppi  means to be carried out or fulfilled]  in weakness [helplessness].  A strange thing happens on the journey to spiritual maturity.  While it seems that we are getting weaker and weaker, in reality we are growing in awareness of how weak we have really been all along as we depend more and more on the faithfulness of the Lord.

5.  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast;   with the greatest of pleasure, to a higher degree, I will boast.  Arrogant people receive the greatest pleasure from boasting about themselves.  But Paul was not arrogant and did not boast about himself; instead he received greater pleasure from boasting about his weaknesses.
LESSON   #148     (9-29-05)

COMFORT IN UNDESERVED SUFFERING
· Comfort must not be seen as an end in itself.  It is to be thought of as a byproduct of suffering with Christ and as preparing or equipping us to comfort and encourage others who suffer.
     II Corinthians 1:3-5  -  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort;  4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.

· We cannot console and comfort others with the peace of God unless we have experienced it ourselves.  Often times, believers must come to the end of themselves in a hopeless situation before they learn to rely on God and experience His peace.

· Trouble does not fall on the godless only.  Maturing believers can be stripped of strength and made to undergo unbearable physical anguish and distress of soul.  Trouble provides the environment for growth. Its purpose is to teach us to rely on God rather than ourselves, II Cor. 1:9.
a) Trusting in God rather than ourselves is often difficult. That is why God sometimes brings overwhelming circumstances into our lives to reveal His grace and our insufficiency.  

b) We don’t need to feel guilty just because we experience strong sensations of weakness and incompetence.  Rather than feeling like spiritual failures who are unable to do what is necessary to help others in need, we need to let trouble do its painful work of bringing us closer to God.

· For the person who lets his problems drive him to dependence on the Lord, comfort is on the way!

· We are commanded to comfort and encourage one another. 

Hebrews 3:13  -   But encourage one another day after day . . .

1 Thessalonians 4:18  -  Therefore comfort one another with these words.

· Comforting others is not always easy.  It is not a matter of doing what comes naturally but of doing what comes supernaturally. 

a) It demands an end to preoccupation with self.

b) It means that self-pity must be terminated.

c) We must say “So long” to selfishness and “Adios” to arrogance.  

· God will never leave us or forsake us.

Deut. 31:8  -  And the LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear, or be dismayed.
We will never be tested beyond what we are able to bear,

I Cor. 10:13   -  No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tested beyond what you are able, but with the testing will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
Suffering does not last forever, 

II Cor. 4:17,  -  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison.  Psa 30:5 -   Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy  comes in the morning.  Rom. 8:18  -  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  1 Pet. 5:10  -  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.
LESSON   #149    (10-11-05)  Review Comfort In Undeserved Suffering 
6.  What did Paul mean by boasting about his weaknesses?  He was really boasting about the Lord Jesus Christ, the only true celebrity in the entire universe.  When we trust in our own abilities, what are we?   Weak, puny, frail, and stupid.  When we trust in the Lord, we do we have?   The power of Christ.  What kind of power is that?   Supernatural power!
7.  that the power of Christ may dwell in me,   EPISKENOO  (v. aas,  to set up a tent, to dwell in.  


This comes from the word used in the O.T. for the Shekinah glory dwelling in the Tabernacle.
II Cor. 12:10
1.  How was Paul able to take pleasure in weaknesses?  Through grace-orientation.

LESSON   #150    (10-13-05)   Review Comfort In Undeserved Suffering
Now we have a list of five WEAKNESSES, Undeserved Suffering, that the apostle Paul learned to be content and well-pleased with to the point of taking pleasure in them and considering them to be prosperity:

(1)  INSULTS, People Testing:   What spiritual dynamic did he use for these tests?   Personal love for God is the only way believers can have impersonal love for others.

(2)  DISTRESSES, Thought Testing:   Solved by Faith-Rest with emphasis on the Logistical Grace Rationale.

(3)  PERSECUTIONS, System Testing:   Resolved by Faith-Rest with emphasis on the Essence of God Rationale.

(4)  DIFFICULTIES, Disaster Testing:   What is the solution to this one?  Faith-Rest with emphasis on the Plan of God rationale, concentrating on the Divine Imputations.

LESSON   #151    (10-18-05)

2.  Paul was able to maintain his contentment through all of these adversities because of Christ.  For him to remain completely content while under such unusual suffering was only possible because he recognized that it was all for a purpose.  He was ever aware that his suffering was a part of God’s greater plan and purpose for him. 

3.  Few believers ever grow to comprehend this.  When Paul was weak and helpless, he was actually the strongest.  It is at the point when believers realize how helpless they really are that they start to trust the Lord instead of trying to make all of their own solutions work. They stand back and depend on the strength of God to go into operation for them.  A few mature believers do this even when they aren’t totally helpless and out of solutions!

4.  There is a misconception that mature believers are stronger than other believers.  Actually, all believers have the same Divine power available to them. But mature believers have practiced relying on His power more than others.  

5.  Mature believers are helpless and know it. They have no illusions about themselves or about how great God’s power, love, and provisions are.

LESSON   #152    (10-20-05)
II Cor. 12:11

1.  The dynamics of spiritual leadership.  

2  
Remember that the Corinthians had fallen into a very deceptive, Satanic-laid trap. They had fawned over a few empty-headed, pseudo-celebrities, and had given Paul the shaft.  Therefore, he had to reassert his authority over them.  And to do that, he had to become something that he really was’nt   -   unwise and foolish.  

3.  I have been foolish. You compelled me. . . The KJV adds “in glorying” but it is not in the original.  Paul did not want to make an issue out of his credentials, but he was forced into it by the knuckleheaded Corinthians.  He did not want to get tough with them, but they left him no alternative.  

4.  for I ought to have been commended by you.  Why did Paul deserve to be commended?  Because of his looks, his speaking voice, his eloquence, his intelligence, or his heritage?  No.  Because he was their right pastor and was faithful to do his job on their behalf as unto the Lord no matter how faithless they were.

5.  For I am in no way inferior to these "superapostles”. . .   Paul was standing up for himself but not for his own sake.  He was doing it for the sake of the Corinthians who had forsaken him by embracing false teachers.  Who were the “superapostles” he compared himself to?  Was it Matthew, James, or John?  No.  He was speaking of the pseudo-apostles, the Judaizers. 

6.  even though I am nothing. . . The construction of this phrase in the Greek is as though it were a first-class conditional clause.  The phrase reveals that Paul was not conceited or arrogant because it pointed directly to the grace of God.   Paul had already told them in I Cor. 15:10  -  By the grace of God I am what I am.  The words “I am” come from the Greek word EIMI  (v. pai,  meaning to be, and in this case, to keep on being.  Paul was admitting that he was a nothing and would keep on being a nothing.  

7.  So in the same verse, Paul told the Corinthians that they should commend him and that he was a nothing.  Was he confused?  Was he contradicting himself?  No.  He was directing their attention to the fantastic grace of God. 

8.  There is no pseudo-humility here on Paul’s part.  He knew that the grace of God had taken the “chief of sinners” and 


had made him the “chief of apostles”. No one who receives delegated authority from God is ever anything in himself.

9.  God takes nothings and gives them authority over other nothings who think they are somethings so that those nothings can learn that they are nothing but nothings, too.  Now isn’t grace something that we need be nothing?

LESSON   #153    (10-25-05)
  II Cor. 12:12
1.  Signs, wonders, and miracles were the apostles‘ calling cards that got the attention of unbelievers.  


Acts 2:43  -   Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking 


place through the apostles.

Acts 5:12  -  At the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico.
Acts 14:3  -  Therefore they [the apostles] spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.

2.  were performed,  KATERGAZOMAI  v. api,  to work out or to produce.  The passive voice indicates that the supernatural feats were accomplished by God through the apostles and not by the apostles. 

3.  The Corinthian believers had no excuse for not recognizing the fake apostles from Paul, the true apostle.

II Cor. 12:13
1.  Paul did not treat the Corinthians in an inferior way.  He was just as diligent in teaching Bible doctrine to them as he was with any other church. 

2.  Paul had the legitimate right to be supported by the Corinthians, but he tried to remove any suspicion or accusation that he was using them for his own benefit.  Paul was not  a moocher.  He didn’t sponge off of other people nor did he beg.  He always took responsibility for his own needs.

3.  Moochers do not understand grace, and they do not have the capacity to appreciate what others do for them.  They 


don’t hesitate to impose on others and take their graciousness for granted. 

4.  Forgive me this wrong!  He didn’t seek forgiveness from them because had done nothing wrong.  This is deep deep sarcasim.  Forgive,  CHarizomai  (v. ami,  to deal graciously with, pardon, forgive.   CHARIS  (s)  is a noun meaning grace.  It becomes a verb by changing the “S” to a “Z” and adding a suffix.  It means to grace someone out.

5.  This sarcasm was used to alert the Corinthians to their own volatile instability and the fact that they were in Reversionism.

II Cor. 12:14
1.  According to Acts 18, Paul had been to Corinth only once.  He made another attempt to go that had to be cancelled because of the Reversionism in the Corinthian Church, II Cor 1:15-17, & 23,  2:1.  Now Paul made plans to visit 


Corinth again that would be his third attempt and his second trip.

2.  He assured them that when he came to visit them, he would not become a burden.  He would not take any 


remuneration for his efforts in teaching them.  They were rich, but he was richer.  The Bible doctrine he had to give 


them was much, much more valuable than the money they could give him.

3.   A person who is rich and negative is, in reality, poor.  He cannot enjoy his wealth because he is afraid of losing it and it is never enough.  He always wants more.

LESSON   #154    (10-27-05)











4.  Now we have an illustration from the Laws of Divine Establishment.  People in authority should be givers and not takers.  An apostle or pastor is equated with a parent and the congregation is equated with the children.  Husbands have the authrority and responsibilty, and they should give because that is their job.  The wife and children respond to their giving with appreciation.  Pastors give doctrine to their congregations who respond through giving because they understand grace and are therefore motivated to give in order to support him.

5.  Children are takers and that is fine because they are not spoiled by giving them things;  they are spoiled from not receiving training and discipline.

6.  Everything was backwards in Corinth.  The Judaizers  [the parents]  were not giving  [teaching doctrine]  but taking 


[money]  that was forced out of the children  [the Corinthian believers].

II Cor. 12:15
1.  most gladly spend,  DAPANAO  v. fai, to spend money, energy, strength, and time;  to exhaust oneself from doing something really worthwhile.  This referred to Paul gladly spending whatever it took in order to study and teach the Corinthians Bible doctrine.

2.  and be expended,   EKDAPANAO  v. fpi, to be exhausted to the point of destroying oneself.  

3.  for your souls;  Paul taught Bible doctrine for their souls.  The soul is the battle ground of the angelic conflict. Emphasis is placed on the soul because it is just like the stomach in that it was designed to be fed.  Believers are encouraged to study and read their Bibles, but they need a pastor-teacher to give them spiritual nourishment in order to reach spiritual maturity.                                                 

4.  “If” is a first class conditional clause.  Although the Corinthians turned their backs on Paul, 


scorned, and disrespected him, he still loved them and even more than ever.  This demonstrates Paul’s great capacity for life and love.

5.  One thing that we must never do is to keep score in relationships.  People who complain that they give more in  a relationship than the other person are showing their lack of capacity to love.  Jesus Christ is our role model and He loved sacrificially. Spiritually mature believers will do the same.

6.  The reason the Corinthians loved Paul less even though he devoted himself to their spiritual well-being was 


because they were stupid and lacked appreciation.

LESSON   #155    (11-1-05)

II Cor. 12:16
1.  But be that as it may,  is an idiom telling us that Paul was putting what he had just said behind him and was moving on.  He wasn’t going to make a federal case over it, and so he was moving on.  

2.  The pastor’s enthusiasm must come from the Word and not from the congregation because the congregation sometimes exhibits all the enthusiasm of a zombie. 

3.  I did not burden you myself;  The reason that Paul makes the statement that he had not become a burden to them was because he was contrasting himself to the Judaizers who had become a great burden to them. They required money, time, attention, and praise.  

4.  crafty fellow that I am, I took you in by deceit;  Paul was telling them that he trapped them or tricked them, not by 


deceit, but by using sarcasm.  

II Cor. 12:17-18
1.  The Judaizers accused Paul of sending a party to collect an offering for the poor in Macedonia while planning all the time to add to his own riches. But if Paul had been interested in getting wealthy off of the Corinthian believers, he would have charged exorbitant fees for teaching them just as the Judaizers had

2.  Vs. 18,  Paul sent Titus and the brother.  Who was the brother?   He was the brother mentioned in II Cor. 8:22, and was probably the brother of Titus.  Some think it was Luke.

3.  The question concerning Titus in the Greek demands a negative answer.  Of course Titus did not take advantage of them.  Paul notes that they both walked in the same spirit meaning that their purpose was one of giving, not taking.  They both had the same spirit of love for the Corinthians.

4.  And in the same steps?   is a little harder to understand. 

a.  Paul did not take up a collection because he did not want money to become an issue.  His wanted their entire concentration on God’s grace.

b.  Titus did take up a collection because he did not want money to become an issue. He wanted the emphasis to be completely on God’s grace, too.

c.  So one took money and the other one didn’t, but they were both walking in the same steps in that they were both emphasizing grace.  It was gracious on Paul’s part not to take financial support from the Corinthians who were baby believers.  But now, they had had plenty of time to grow up spiritually enough so that it was time for them to graciously contribute to the financial support of the Macedonians.  In both cases, grace was the issue.

d.  The fact that Titus took an offering put the Judaizers in an awkward position. They criticized Paul for not taking an offering, so now, it would be difficult for them to criticize Titus for taking one, even though they wanted that money for themselves.

II Cor. 12:19
1.  The Corinthians were subjective in their thinking, and because they were not thinking Bible doctrine, they were thinking the wrong thing.

2.   In this verse, Paul gives a very important principle.  Pastors are ultimately answerable to the Lord for what they say, 


do, and think.  They don’t have to defend themselves to their congregations.  The Judaizers were teaching as unto men, to please men, while Paul and his team were teaching as unto the Lord, to please God.

3.  If a pastor gets out of line, God is perfectly capable of getting his attention through divine discipline.  People in his 


congregation who are busy scrutinizing and judging him cannot learn from him.   

LESSON   #156    (11-3-05)
4.   Actually, it is in the sight of God that we have been speaking  [communicating doctrine]  in Christ; and all  [our teaching is]  for your upbuilding  [OIKODOME, a building, edification ECS],  beloved.

5. The absence of the verb in this elliptical sentence places even greater emphasis on what is being said. Everything that Paul did and said was for their benefit. He didn’t tell them what they wanted to hear;  he told them what they needed to hear. It’s not easy to receive rebuke, to be straightened out, or to hear sarcasm directed at you, but Paul loved them more than he loved receiving any approbation from them.  His focus was on them instead of himself.

6.  The Corinthians thought Paul was trying to defend himself for not visiting them, but he lets them know in the next  verse that they are the reason why he did not visit them.
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II Cor. 12:20

1.  For I am afraid,  PHOBEOMAI  (v. pmi, to fear, but the middle voice indicates that Paul was benefitted by this fear.  So the fear that Paul mentions was not a MAS. “Concerned” would be a better way to translate this.  Paul didn’t want to try to teach the wonderful mystery doctrines of the Church Age to a bunch of spiritually uninterested duds. To do so would be casting pearls before swine, Matt. 7:6.
2.  For I am afraid  (that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish  [arrogant smart alecks] and may be found by you to be not what you wish  [tough, hardnosed]);   that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;

3.  The Corinthians were not ready for Paul’s visit.  He listed the reasons why at the end of this verse.  But first, he told them that he expected to find them in a state of reversionism which meant that they were unteachable. He also expected that they would not like what they would be getting, a man in authority who was ready to lower the boom on them. You can’t be soft and gentle with reversionists because they will run over you.  Paul was their pastor, POIMEN  ( shepherd, whose job was to whack the sheep if they were out of line and to feed them when they were in line.  

4.  Please notice that believers are fully capable of committing the sins mentioned below:

Strife,  ERIS  s) n. nfs, quarrels, squabbles, contention, wrangling.

LESSON   #157    (11-8-05)
Jealousy,  ZELOS  s)  n. nms, from ZEO, meaning hot.  In a favorable sense, it means ardor, zeal, or passion.  In an unfavorable sense, it means jealousy.  

Angry tempers,  THUMOS  (s)  n. nmp, from THUO, meaning to breathe hard or to blow smoke with the implication towards a sacrifice that is killed and then burnt;  to have emotional outbursts of anger, wrath, rage.

Disputes,  ERITHEIA  n. nfp, trouble caused by rivalry;  provocation brought on by selfishness or approbation lust.

Slanders,  KATALALIA  n. nfp,  KATA = down,  LALEO = to talk;  to talk down to someone;  to slander, to malign, to backbite.

Gossip,  PSITHURISMOS  s)  n. nmp,  from PSITHURIZO, meaning to whisper or to say negative things about someone behind their back.

Arrogance,  PHUSIOSIS  s)  n. nfp,  from PHUSIOO, meaning to inflate or to puff-up;  arrogance, pride, haughtiness, being fatheaded.

Disturbances,  AKATASTASIA  n. nfp,  instability, disorder, commotion, confusion, tumult.

5.  This had to catch the Corinthians off guard.  They expected Paul to make excuses or to give a mealy mouthed apology;  instead he hits them right between the eyes with something they didn’t see coming. The truth!

6.  A pastor who faithfully and accurately teaches Bible doctrine cannot coexist with a congregation that manifests the sins mentioned in this verse.  Something has to go.  Either the reversionism must go or the pastor must go.

II Cor. 12:21

1.  This verse starts out like the previous one, I am afraid.  Paul was concerned that God may lead him to go to Corinth 


anyway, not to teach doctrine, but to knock some heads together.

LESSON   #158    (11-10-05)
2.  that when I come again, my God may humiliate me before you,  TAPEINOO  v. aas, to humble someone. Paul received no joy from having to get tough with people.  He considered it to be unpleasant, embarrassing and humiliating, Ezek. 18:32.
3.  He would be sad to the point of grieving over those who had sinned (ptc. pa) and had not Rebounded.  Not repented,   ME  METANOEO  ptc. aa, META = change,  NOEO = to think;  to change one’s mind; there is nothing implied here about how one should feel.  Other verses on reversionism recovery, II Sam. 12:12, Ezek. 18:30-32, Rev. 2:5, 16, 22, 3:19.

4.  Paul lists the sins that were committed.  Two trends manifested by the OSN are moral degeneracy and immoral degeneracy. The Corinthians were involved in immoral degeneracy, otherwise known as lasciviousness.

5.  impurity,   EPI  (prep., full, over;  TE  (def. art., “the”;  AKATHARSIA  n. dfs, uncleaness, impurity, immorality, filth. These three words put together mean an “over the top” immorality that would include group sex, orgies, homosexual acts, pederasty, beastuality, transvestitism, and auto eroticism.  

6.  immorality,   PORNEIA  n. dfs, fornication, prostitution.

7.  sensuality,  ASELGIA  n. dfs, sensuality, indecency, vice.

8.  Recovering from reversionism is not easy.  When a person has neglected doctrine for an extended period of time, it’s hard for him to concentrate on spiritual matters.  His mind strays into areas such as sex, fornication, debauchery, and whatever else he thinks will make him happy. It is easiest for him to gratify his lusts than to make himself go to Bible class and take responsibility for his decisions and actions. He chooses what is EASIEST.

9.  which they have practiced,  PRASSO (v. aai, to do, to practice.  They did not commit these sins one time, but gave in to the temptation repeatedly, over and over again into the old, familiar wheel ruts.
OLD  TESTAMENT  REVELATION


1. God spoke by angels to Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18-19.  To Daniel, in Dan. 10:10-2.


2. In visions. Isa. 1:1, Ezek. 1:1, 8:3, 11:24, 43:3, Dan. 7:1, 8:1, 10:1. �3. By miracles. Ex. 3:2, Moses and the burning bush. Judges 6:37-39, Gideon's wool fleece. �4. By voice directly. Ex. 19, to Moses I Sam. 3, to young Samuel. �5. Through an inner voice. Jer. 46:1. �6. By casting lots. Jonah 1:7, Prov. 16:33. 











