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2 peter 1:16-21
LESSON #48  (9-9-08)  

2 Peter 1:16

For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.

1. Many people dismiss the Bible, alleging that the miraculous accounts in its pages are nothing but cleverly devised tales conjured up by men. It is true that throughout the ages, men have fabricated stories about how God revealed things personally to them that were nothing but fables.  

a. A good example of this is Joseph’s Smith tale about God the Father and Jesus Christ appearing to him and commissioning him to restore the true Christian church, and then, an angel appeared to him giving him golden plates to translate into English that was later known to be the Book of Mormon.

b. The very important message that Peter is conveying in 2 Pet.1:16-21 is that the Word of God can be trusted more than miracles and more than experiences.

· Experiences fade, but the Word of God remains.
· Experiences are subjective, while the Word of God is objective.
· Experiences can be interpreted differently by different people, but God’s Word has one clear message.
· What we remember about our experiences can be unconsciously distorted, but the Word of God remains the same and abides forever.

· Demons can lead us astray by counterfeiting legitimate biblical experiences.

2. Peter refers to the spectacular event that he, James, and John experienced called “the mount of transfiguration” where they saw a preview of Jesus Christ in His resurrection body.  

a. It is interesting that this unique experience is recorded in Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36; yet none of these writers were there to participate in it! Peter was actually there when it happened.

b. Peter, James, and John had to keep silent about it until after the Lord was raised from the dead, Matt. 17:9.

3. For we did not follow cleverly devised tales;  The Greek word for “tales” is MUTHOS (muqos).  It is where we get our word “myth”.  It means legend, fable, myth, tale, manufactured stories that have no basis in fact.  

a. Peter was contrasting his eyewitness account with the fanciful stories false teachers were telling that he later addresses in chapter two.

b. 1 Timothy 4:7  -  But have nothing to do with worldly fables  [muthos]  fit only for old women.   On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;

c. Paul warned Timothy that the time would come in the church when Christians would not want to hear true doctrine. 
2 Timothy 4:3-4  -   For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;  4) and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

4. when we made known to you, GNORIZO  (gnorizw) v. aai. This is the main verb and it means to make known, to teach, to declare.  Used of a teacher who unfolds divine things, spiritual phenomena.  

5. the power,  DUNAMIS  (dunamis) n. asf; power, might, strength, ability, authority, capability.  We get the  word “dynamite” from this Greek word.  

6. and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,  PAROUSIA (parousia) n. asf; arrival, coming, being present, advent; a coming into being or use. It refers to the second coming or the second advent of our Lord Jesus Christ in our passage 2 Pet.1:16 and is described in Revelation 19:11-26. Sometimes, this word is used to describe Christ’s return at the Rapture, 1 Cor. 15:23, 1 Thes. 4:15. 
7. but we were eyewitnesses, EPOPTES  (epopths) n. npm; an attentive onlooker, eyewitness, observer.  The importance of eyewitnesses is seen in the O.T.  

See Visual:  Learning Methods  (The Importance of the Eyegate, Eargate, Saying, and Doing)
LESSON #49  (9-16-08)  
Deut. 19:15  -  "A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.  Still today, facts are established in a court of law by eyewitnesses.  [Power Point on Learning Methods]

8. of His majesty,  MEGALEIOTES  (megaleioths) n. gsf; majesty, greatness, mighty power, glorious, prominence.  Matt. 17:2 -  and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.  Here we get a vivid contrast between physical bodies and resurrection bodies. Christ’s physical body was not unusually striking.  

Isaiah 53:2  - . . . He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  Isa. 61:2

Luke 9:30-31, Rev.1:9, Rev. 19:11

LESSON #50  (9-18-08)

9. The transfiguration confirmed Peter’s testimony about Jesus Christ, Matt. 16:13-16.  In this, we see the pattern:  first we put our faith in Christ, and then He gives us wonderful confirmation. 
10. It also was a confirmation that the coming of the Kingdom of God was certain regardless of Christ’s crucifixion. It refuted the false teaching of the apostates who said the Kingdom of God was a myth.

11. The second advent was very important to Peter, he mentioned it three times in his first epistle:

1 Peter 1:5   - . . . a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:13 - . . .  fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4:13  - . . . but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 

12. John seems to allude to it in: 

John 1:14 -  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
2 Peter 1:17-18

For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "  18) and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.

1. This came just at the right time to be, not only instructive to the disciples but, encouraging to both them and Christ.  Majestic Glory  refers to God the Father.

2. Peter gives a partial quotation of what God the Father said. He left out the part, “listen to Him!”  This was a rebuke directed toward Peter by God the Father, and Peter rightly does not include it here because it wasn’t necessary. He is making a very important point and to include how he stumbled would have been distracting.
3. Matt. 17:6  tells us that when the disciples heard God’s voice, they fell on their faces and were very frightened. The Israelites heard the voice of God coming from Mt. Sinai and they trembled with fear and asked Moses to speak to them instead of God lest they die, Ex. 20:18-19.
4. So Peter, James, and John not only saw Jesus Christ in His resurrection body but also heard God the Father say that He was His beloved Son. Most people would say that there is no greater evidence or proof than what they saw with their own eyes and heard with their own ears.

5. The name of the mountain where this took place is not given, it is referred to as the “holy mountain”.  It is probably better that the name wasn’t given because it would have been turned it into another tourist trap.

2 Peter 1:19-21

And so we have the prophetic word made more sure  [than what they saw or heard], to which you do well to pay attention (as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises) in your hearts. 20) But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21) for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

1. And so we have, ECHO  (ecw) v. pai; to keep on having, holding, grasping.

2.  the prophetic word,  PROPHETIKOS  (profhtikos) adj. asm; prophetic, spoken by a prophet and LOGOS  (logos) n. asm; both the act of speaking and the thing spoken. Here, it refers to the Word of God or Bible doctrine. God has given us His Word and we will always keep on having His Word.


1 Peter 1:25 -  But the word of the Lord abides forever. And this is the word which was preached to you.   

3. The Transfiguration was an affirmation of the truth of the Scriptures. Moses represented the Law; Elijah represented the Prophets; both pointed to Jesus Christ who fulfilled the Law and the Prophets, Luke 24:27. Jesus believed the Bible and said it was the Word of God, Luke 4:21, John 5:39. Those who question the truth and authority of the Scriptures are not arguing with Moses, Elijah, Peter, or you, but with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  
4. made more sure, BEBAIOTEROS (bebaioteros) adj. asm(comparison); reliable, steadfast, firm, sure, certain; more sure, altogether reliable.  “In the NT, not used of persons, but objects, Heb. 6:19; that which does not fail or waver, immovable, and on which one may rely.”  Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament.
5. So Bible doctrine is more sure than what?  Experiences!  The splendor of Peter’s experience faded as he spoke of the certainty of the written revelation of the prophets. 

6. to which you do well to pay attention, is the best advice anybody could possibly receive.
LESSON #51  (9-23-08)

7.  The Word of God is true:










        

2 Samuel 7:28  -  And now, O Lord God, Thou art God, and Thy words are truth. . .

Psalm 12:6  -  The words of the LORD are pure words;  as silver tried in a furnace . . . refined seven times.

Psalm 19:7  - The law of the LORD is perfect

Psalm 93:5  - Thy testimonies are very sure

Psalm 119:128  - Therefore I esteem right all Thy precepts concerning everything

Psalm 119:144  - Thy testimonies are righteous forever

John 17:17  - Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

8.   Anything or anyone who contradicts the Bible is wrong and is essentially calling God a liar. This is not an academic issue; it is a life or death issue. If a person believes the truth, he will live; if he believes lies, he will die. It is the difference between salvation and condemnation. 

9.   People reject and/or ignore God’s Word at their own peril. The same holds true for nations. This is a very sobering thought for all of us in the America. Doctrine is more real than seeing something with our eyes or hearing something with our ears.

10.   (as to a lamp shining in a dark place . . .  Some theologians place a parenthesis at the beginning of this phrase and close the parenthesis after morning star).

1 John 1:5  -  God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.


Psalm 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.


Psalm 18:28 - For Thou dost light my lamp; The LORD my God illumines my darkness.

1 Peter 2:9  -  But you are a chosen race  [generation], a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

11.  The symbolism here is clear. The lamp is Bible doctrine. The dark place is the world and/or the hearts of men. The world is a much more comfortable place to live today than it was just a hundred years ago. The advances in medicine, transportation, education, communication, and all the technological marvels have certainly changed things dramatically, but there is one thing that has not changed and that is the heart of man. It is still as dark as it ever was.

John 3:19   -  And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.

1 Peter 2:9  -  But you . . . a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

12.  God has not left us in darkness;  we have the light of the written Word of God which is alive and powerful until the living Word returns.  

13.  until the day dawns . . .  After the dark period of the Tribulation, the day will dawn when Jesus Christ comes out of heaven and ushers in His kingdom.  What a day that will be!

14.  and the morning star arises) . . .  Jesus Christ is the bright and morning Star.                       

Revelation 22:16  -  I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star.


a. Num. 24:17 - . . . A star shall come forth from Jacob, And a scepter shall rise from Israel . . .  

The star in this verse refers to Jesus Christ coming at the First Advent.

b. Rev. 2:26 & 28 - And he who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 28) and I will give him the morning star.

The winner believers who overcome by reaching and keeping the high ground of spiritual maturity will receive [“The Order of] the Morning Star” which is the highest reward given to Church Age believers.

15.  There are three allusions to the Second Advent inside this parenthesis:

1)  as a lamp shining in a dark place  = The Lord coming at the Second Advent

2)  until the day dawns  = The beginning of the Millennium begins

3)  and the morning star arises  = A title for the resurrected Jesus Christ

LESSON #52  (9-25-08)

16.  There will be no darkness in the eternal state.

Rev. 21:23-25  - And the  [eternal] city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  24) And the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it.  25) And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed. . .

17.  in your hearts  is actually the last part of the sentence that had been interrupted by the parenthesis.

       Here is the verse without the parenthesis:  And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention . . . in your hearts.

2 Peter 1:20-21

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21)  for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

1.  But know this first of all. . .  GINOSKO (ginwskw) part. pa; better translated “keep on knowing”.  This is an alert forwhat is of most importance. Over and over again, the Bible emphasizes knowledge. And how does one acquire knowledge?  From studying, listening, concentrating, and by assembling together.

2.  that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of  [originates from, comes from]  one's own interpretation . . . GINOMAI (ginomai) v. pai; to come into existence, come to be, originate, begotten.
God used men to write Scripture, but it did not originate from them; they were only recording what God had revealed to them. This passage is not dealing with interpretation of Scripture, it is dealing with the origin of Scripture. No Scripture originates from human volition, design or purpose.
3.  for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will . . .  PHERO (ferw) v. api; to bear or carry; to take upon one’s self.  No one ever received prophecy from God by willing it to be. No one became a prophet or received prophecy from God by their own choice.  Prophets were chosen by God and received prophecy from God.
2 Timothy 3:16  -  All scripture is given by inspiration of God  [THEOSPNEUSTOS, God-breathed], and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

The writers of Scripture breathed in the revelation from God and exhaled it in writing which became part of the canon of Scripture.

Jeremiah 1:9  -  Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, ‘Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.’

4. but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God . . .  PHERO (ferw) part. pp; same root word used in point number 3. To be carried along by something. Both Acts 27:15 & 17  use the same word to refer to a ship at sea being “carried along” by the wind and water. There is no place for man to tamper or to fool around with scripture or try to make it mean something it doesn’t mean.   

2 Sam. 23:2, Ezek. 2:2, Micah 3:8, 
5.  Inspiration is not one's own personal interpretation of Scripture. Man is the instrument but not the author of the infallible Word of God. The Bible is not the product of man's literary production that would contain human viewpoint, human errors, human prejudice, or human finite limitations.

 THE DOCTRINE OF INSPIRATION

1. God so supernaturally directed the writers of scripture that without waving their human intelligence, their individuality, their literary style, their personal feelings, or any other human factor, His own complete and coherent message to man was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship. 

2. The Bible is actually described as the canon in three ways. 

a)  It is called “the Word of God” in Hebrews 4:12,  hence it is related to God the Father;

b)  It is called “the mind of Christ” in 1 Corinthians 2:16, and is related to God the Son; 

c)  It is called “the voice of the Spirit” in Hebrews 3:7, and is related to God the Holy Spirit.

3. God has placed the highest possible value on the Scripture:

 Psalm 138:2  -  I will bow down toward Thy holy temple, and give thanks to Thy name for Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth; For Thou hast magnified Thy word according to all Thy name.

4. Once the Canon began to be written, there were four categories of Old Testament revelation:

1.  God the Father spoke directly to men, Isa 6:9-10 cf Acts 28:25.                   

2.  Dreams, revelation while the person was in a sleeping state. Gen 15:12, 31:10-13; Num 12:6; Dan 10:9.
3.  Visions when the person was wide awake and in an ecstatic state, Isa 1:1, 6:1; 1 Kings 22:19.

4.  Angelic teaching, Dt, 33:2, Ps, 68:17; Acts 7:53; Gal, 3:19; Rev, 1:1, 5:2, 8:3.

LESSON #53  (9-30-08)

See Bible Doctrines:  Attacks on Inspiration  

LESSON #54  (10-2-08)

5.  Only the originals of Scripture were inspired. Copies and translations of Scipture are not.

6.  What is the extent of inspiration? 

1) Inspiration extends to the unknown past. The Bible portrays not only past history, but many details of pristine life totally unknown to history and unconfirmed by human records or documents. Examples: Genesis 1-11 or any passage dealing with the prehistoric angelic conflict such as Isaiah,14 or Ez.28. 

2. Dictation. Some portions of the Word of God were simply dictated, containing direct quotations from God. The doctrine of inspiration guarantees that such commands or quotations were properly recorded in the exact way God willed them to be recorded.

3. Ancient history before records were properly kept. The Bible is not an historical text book, but it contains many historical citations related to doctrine or the policy of God. All of these historical records provide background necessary for better communication of doctrine under the principle of isagogics. 
4. Objective type law. The Bible contains many laws for both individual and national life. The laws are part of God’s plan for Homo sapien, and they perfectly represent God’s will for the preservation and the protection of human volition, property, and life. Repetition of these laws and the subsequent recording of them demonstrate their application to other generations.

5. Devotional literature, like the Psalms or Ecclesiastes. God uses the problems, the pressures, the property, the failure, the worship, the happiness, of certain individuals to reveal principles, provisions and blessings from the protocol system.

6. The recording of lies and what is false. Satan tells a lot of lies. Many of the things that are recorded are not true, so the scripture records lies, untrue statements, and blasphemies, but inspiration does not sponsor these untrue statements. Inspiration does not sponsor falsehood or evil modus operandi but it does guarantee the accuracy of these lies and evil modus operandi.
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