2 PETER 2:1-13a
2 Peter 2:1-3

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  2) And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  3) and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

1.  “But” sets up a contrast between the last verse of chapter 1, “. . . men  [prophets]  who were moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” and 1) false prophets who arose among the people . . .  in this first verse of chapter 2.  This is a reference to the false prophets of the O.T. and the people who were the Israelites Rom. 5:11, Jude 5.  So there were true prophets and false prophets among the people.  

We found this to be true when we studied 1 Kings 22 where 500 false prophets urged King Ahab and Jehoshaphat to go to battle against the Syrians. The one true prophet, Micaiah, said not to go.

2.   just as there will  [future tense] also be false teachers among you . . . PSEUDODIDASKALOS,  sn. npm, false teachers. The trend of having false prophets in the O.T. would continue into the Church Age where false teachers would exist.  “among you” refers to C.A. believers. So there will always be false teachers and true teachers.  

a. False teachers cannot be easily identified based on how they look or act.

b. They are often very eloquent, smart, and handsome.

c. They are Satan’s disciples, and he chooses only the best.

d. They usually are very persuasive, sincere, and charismatic.

So, how can they be identified as false teachers?  By what they say.

3.  One of the distinguishing characteristics of a cult is that it will subscribe to another book other than the Bible. Example: Jehovah Witnesses’  “New World Translation”, the Mormons’ “Book of Mormon”, “Doctrines and Covenants”, and “Pearl of Great Price”. These also reject the deity of Christ.

4.  There are so many false teachers today who are teaching false doctrine.  

a. The worst ones are those who allege that a born-again believer can lose his salvation. Examples of these would be Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Church of Christ, Catholics, some Lutherans, Anglicans, Episcopalian, Methodists, Christian Science, Seventh Day Adventists?, and Quakers 
 

a. Reformed Theology  (Calvinism) is the belief that man has no free will, God chose to save only certain members of the human race, and He condemned all the rest to hell.  

See visual: TULIP
LESSON #55  (10-7-08)

See visual: TULIP  Review

See Bible Doctrines:  Covenant Theology

b. Covenant Theology  is a system of theology that views God's dealings with mankind in respect to covenants rather than dispensations (periods of time known as Dispensationalism).

LESSON #56  (10-9-08)

See Bible Doctrines:  Covenant Theology

LESSON #57-59  (10-14 thru 10-21-08)

See Bible Doctrines:  Covenant Theology,  and  Replacement Theology   
See visual:  It is helpful to study Dispensations
c. Replacement Theology is the belief that God is through with Israel and has now replaced her with the Church.
LESSON #60-67  (10-23 thru 11-19-08) 

See Bible Doctrines:  Lordship Salvation 
d. Lordship Salvation believes faith alone in Christ alone is not enough to be saved; you must also make Jesus the Lord of your life. It is a system of works and legalism.

LESSON #68  (11-25-08) 

e. Hyper Dispensationalism is the idea that the Church Age did not begin at Pentecost but at a later date after Paul’s conversion.
See Bible Doctrines:  Figures Of Speech 
Preterism is the idea that all prophecy has already been fulfilled.

f. Post Modernism is the idea that there are no absolutes, that no one can know anything for sure, and Scriptures are to be read from the viewpoint of the reader, not the author.

LESSON #69  (12-2-08) 

See Bible Doctrines:  Figures Of Speech 
g. Post Millennialism is the belief that Christ will not return until after man has brought in the Millennium. 

h. Amillennialism is the belief that there is no Millennium.

LESSON #70  (12-4-08) 

See visual: DNA  
i. Evolution is a theology that leaves God out of creation.

LESSON #71  (12-16-08)   Review Evolution
j. Pedo-baptism is the practice of baptizing babies.


k. Pentecostalism is the belief that the temporary spiritual gifts that were functional before the canon of Scripture was completed are still extant today.

LESSON #72  (12-18-08)

Review 2 Peter Chapter 1
LESSON #73  (12-21-08)
5.  1 Timothy 4:1-2,   But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  2) by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,

2 Timothy 3:13,  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 

2 Timothy 4:3-4,   For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;  4) and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

6.  who will secretly introduce,  PAREISAGO  (pareisagw)  v. fai  PARA, by the side of + EISAGO, to bring in, or to introduce; to bring in secretly or craftily, to smuggle. The false teachers are smart in that the false doctrine they introduce is done so subtlety, no one will notice. They bring in their false teachings alongside true doctrines and then replace the truth with lies. That’s why believers must always be alert, 1 Cor. 16:13, Eph. 6:18, Col. 4:2, 1 Thes. 5:6, 1 Pet. 5:8. 
7.  destructive heresies . . . The Greek word for destructive means utter destruction or ruin.  A heresy is a belief contrary to established doctrine. A division, faction; or false teaching. Apostasy is a total desertion of or renunciation of one's religion. 

8.  even denying [part. pm] the Master,  DESPOTES  s)  n. asm  (1) master, owner, lord, especially as the ruler over a household, Titus 2.9; (2) as a title for God as the one who has supreme power Master, Sovereign, Lord, Luke 2.29; as a title for Christ Lord, Master, 2 Pet 2.1  Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, Baker's Greek New Testament library (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2000), 107.

9.  who bought them,  AGORAZO  part. aa  literally buy, purchase, . . . from the analogy of buying a slave’s freedom for a price paid by a benefactor redeem, 1 Cor. 6.20.  Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, Baker's Greek New Testament library (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2000), 33

They were “redeemed” in the sense that Christ paid the redemptive price for their salvation, but they did not apply it to themselves and so were not saved. Christ’s death is “sufficient” for all, 2 Cor. 5:19; 1 Tim. 2:4-6; Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2, but is “efficient” only for those who believe. This is a strong argument for unlimited atonement (the view that Christ died for everyone) and against limited atonement (the view that Christ died only for those whom He would later save). The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:870.  Also see *2 Peter 3:9, *1 Tim. 4:10, *1 John 4:14
10. bringing swift  [impending] destruction upon themselves.  You will note who brought destruction on them. They did.  Jesus Christ purchased their salvation on the cross and all they had to do was receive it by believing in Him, that He was the Messiah. But they denied Him, rejecting the free gift of salvation.  

1 Tim 2:4,  [God]  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

 LESSON #74  (12-30-08)

See visual: +R vs -R  
11. This is the second time the word destruction or its derivative destructive is used in this verse. This is called a paronomasia which is a play on words; a figure by which the same word is used in different senses or words similar in sound but are set in opposition to each other so as to give antithetical force to the sentence; a pun.  

12. False teachers were teaching that which was destructive, and in doing so, brought destruction on themselves.

13. J. Vernon McGee, “I am amazed today how easily people are deceived by all kinds of teaching. People will fall for anything, and if you do not believe that, you ought to see the elaborate operations and headquarters of some of the cults that are located here in Southern California. You would be amazed, for it reveals that there are a great many people who have not heeded Peter’s warning that false teachers are abroad. Instead, they listen to them and give them financial backing.”  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, Based on the Thru the Bible Radio Program., electronic ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1981), 5:730-731.
14. Our Lord said, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves”, Matt. 7:15.  Paul warned the church at Ephesus, “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock”, Acts 20:29. These wolves in sheep’s clothing will absolutely destroy the flock and scatter them. 
15. 2 Peter 2:2,  And many will follow their sensuality. . .
False teachers are usually charismatic and have influence over many people who are easily deceived. Huge coliseums are filled with Biblically ignorant people who are manipulated and fleeced by false teachers.  They brag about the huge numbers who follow them, but we must remember Matt. 7:13,  Wide is the way that leads to destruction and many there are that go that way. . .
These false teachers claimed that knowledge was superior to practice, so they argued that it didn’t matter how Christians behaved, as grace could forgive every sin, no matter how great. 

These false teachers were not constrained by fear or respect for the Lord but were led by their lusts. It doesn’t take much to encourage others to do what  their Old Sin Nature is already prodding them to do.  A good example of this would be when Abram’s wife Sarai suggested that he go unto her handmaid, Hagar, so they could have a child.  She didn’t have to twist his arm.  

16.  and because of them, the way of the truth will be maligned . . . This is the sad state of affairs that continues right on into the present. Many people can see through false teachers’ con job. They see how phony and manipulative they are. Others deceived by them, used, and financially taken advantage of, have a grudge against all churches and all Christians.

Since false teachers mix some truth in with their lies, people who have been burned by them reject everything they’ve said, including the truth.  Some are so turned off, they don’t want to have anything to do with “religion” or the Bible again.  


The heathen were accustomed to charge Christians with immorality; the conduct of these false teachers gave them occasion; they did not distinguish between the licentious heretics and true Christians. Scoundrels calling themselves Christians give true pastors and Christians a bad name. Few things hinder the cause of Christ like bad reputations of professing Christians. Charlatans used the words of the Christian faith but not their meaning.  Scriptures that do not harmonize with their pseudo-teachings are given a symbolic or allegorical interpretation. They use the Bible not to enlighten but to deceive.
16. 2 Peter 2:3,  and in their greed they will exploit you . . .  EMPORUEMOMAI  fmi  Literally, to carry on business.  It came to mean to take advantage of someone for one’s own advantage; exploit, cheat them. Maybe this is how the phrase, “they really gave you the business” came to have a negative slant to it. The apostate teachers were not innocently ignorant but were deliberately misusing the Bible for their own gain.  

LESSON #75  (1-6-09)
All false teachers have one thing in common, they are greedy. They always make an issue of money sooner or later. They are not ministers; they are merchandisers, teaching for the purpose of exploiting others and aggrandizing themselves is called “filthy lucre” in Titus 1:7 &11, 1 Peter 5:2.
18.  with false words . . . PLASTOS  s)  adj. dpm  to form, to make, made up, false, fabricated. artificial, feigned. The word translated “feigned” (πλαστος) occurs nowhere else in the New Testament: the words of these men were not the expression of their real thoughts and feelings; they were invented, craftily contrived to deceive men, and that for the sake of money. So many charlatans on the airwaves and in print today have the sole objective to lie and cheat people out of their money. We must all be good Bareans, checking what people say against the Word of God to make sure it is true or not. 

19. their judgment from long ago is not idle . . . Some resent the fact that the evil often prosper. God allows this to occur for various reasons but we must remember that God is in control and vengeance is His .

Deuteronomy 32:35-36   'Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For the day of their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.' 36)  "For the LORD will vindicate His people, And will have compassion on His servants;
Psalm 94:1   O Lord, God of vengeance; God of vengeance, shine forth!  2) Rise up, O Judge of the earth; Render recompense to the proud.

Nahum 1:2-3   A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.  3) The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.

Hebrews 10:30   For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay…

God’s justice does not sleep and it is never late.

LESSON #76  (1-8-09)
20. and their destruction is not asleep. . .  APOLEIA  n. nsf  ruin, eternal punishment.  In the NT, apóleia refers to the state after death wherein exclusion from salvation is a realized fact, wherein man, instead of becoming what he might have been, is lost and ruined.

To destroy, lose, perish, must never be construed as meaning extinction. One dies physically when his spirit and his body separate. Neither the body becomes extinct, nor the spirit. The body decomposes and ceases to exist in the form it was. Its constituent parts, however, continue to exist in a non-cohesive form. The spirit takes a new existence, separate from its previous existence joined with the body. The lost sheep which was wandering away from the shepherd and the rest of the flock is called apolōlós (Luke 15:4, 6), also the coin which the woman lost (Luke 15:9, apólesa [the aor. of apóllumi {622}, to lose]) and the prodigal son who was lost (Luke 15:24, 32), but none of them ceased to exist. They simply were lost to the relationship which they had before and which was desired again by the owner. Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000, c1992, c1993), G684.
(1) THINGS, Matt. 5:29, 30; 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37; John 6:27; James 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:7. In all these instances the verb must not be thought of as indicating extinction, but only change from one state of being to another. Nothing actually becomes extinct, but everything changes.  

(2) PERSONS, to be put to death, to die, perish, relating to physical death, Matt. 8:25; 26:52; Mark 4:38; Luke 8:24; 11:51; 13:33; 15:17; John 18:14; Acts 5:37; 1 Cor. 10:9, 10; 2 Cor. 4:9; 2 Pet. 3:6; Jude 1:11; Sept.: Lev. 23:30; Esth. 9:12. Relating to eternal death (see I, A, 2, b), to perish eternally, i.e., to be deprived of eternal life, Luke 13:3, 5; John 3:15, 16; 10:28; 17:12; Rom. 2:12; 1 Cor. 15:18; 2 Pet. 3:9. Those who perish (hoi apolluménoi, who are perishing) means those who are exposed to eternal death, 1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15; 4:3; 2 Thess. 2:10.

2 Peter 2:4-10

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned  [Gen. 6:1-4], but cast them into hell  [Tartarus] and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5)   and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6) and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter; 7) and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men  8) (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), 9)  then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 10)  and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned [Gen. 6:1-4], but cast them into hell [Tartarus] and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  
The idea given in the first sentence with three examples is that if God did not hesitate to punish angels and humans in the past, He certainly won’t hesitate to punish false teachers in any age.

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned. . .  The sins the angels committed in verse 4 refer to the illegitimate angelic infiltration into the human race recorded in Genesis 6:1-8. 

a. Sons of God were fallen angels who copulated with women.

b. Nephilim were the offspring of the angelic/women union.  The word “Nephilim” is only found in Gen. 6:2, and then in Numbers 13:33, Jewish spies gave an account of the promised land and used this word to exaggerate the size of the inhabitants of the land of Canaan.  

c. The other two illustrations given in the long sentence in 2 Peter 2:4-10 are from Genesis 7 &19.            . . . but cast them into hell,  TARTAROO  ()   part. aa; strictly hurl into Tartarus, regarded by the Greeks as a place of torment and punishment below Hades; probably so regarded in Jewish apocalyptic literature as well; consign to Tartarus, throw into hell, 2 Peter 2:4.   
Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, Baker's Greek New Testament library (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2000), 375.
tartaróō; contracted from Tártaros (n.f.), the subterranean abyss of Greek mythology where demigods were punished, is mentioned in the pseudepigraphal book of Enoch as the place where fallen angels are confined. It is found only in its verbal form in 2 Pet. 2:4, meaning to cast into or to consign to Tartarus. It is part of the realm of death designated in Scripture as Sheōl (7585) in the OT and Hádēs (86) in the NT. These angels are being held in this netherworld dungeon until the day of final judgment. Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament
Jude 1:6   And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness  [inTartarus]  for the judgment of the great day  [when they will be tossed into the Lake of Fire].
abode  OIKĒTÉRION;  neut. noun from oikéō (3611), to dwell. A dwelling, habitation, abode, e.g., of angels, who supposedly relinquished heaven out of love for the daughters of men, Jude 1:6; see Gen. 6:2.   Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000, c1992, c1993), G3613
1 Peter 3:19-20  . . . in which also He [Jesus] went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison  [in Tartarus],  20) who once were disobedient  [Gen. 6:1-8], when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.

. . . and committed them to pits of darkness  [Tartarus], reserved for judgment;  

Evidently Tartarus, the prison where the fallen angels of Gen. 6 are consigned, is a dark, gloomy, dreary place.  God has reserved them there until the day of judgment when He will remove them from that location and toss them into the Lake of Fire, Matt. 25:41, Rev. 20:10.

2 Peter 2:5 . . . and did not spare the ancient world . . .  
The ancient world at the time of the flood consisted of eight pure uncontaminated humans and the rest were unbelievers of which some may have retained their pure humanity and the rest were half-angel and half-human creatures called Nephilim.

This was a diabolical scheme by Satan to adulterate and profane the human race so God could not fulfill His promise to save humans who would accept the gospel of Jesus Christ.  His promise in Gen. 3:15 was to true humans, not to some sort of hybrid or half-human, half-angelic creatures. 

God cut Satan’s plot off at the pass by destroying all air-breathing creatures on earth except for Noah and the other seven members of his family.  Peter gives three examples of apostates from the past:   (1) the angels who sinned (v. 4) as an example of how the Devil works. 

(2) the world of Noah’s day (v. 5), as an example of the world. 

(3) the turning of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes (v. 6) as an example of the flesh. 

LESSON #77-78  (1-13 and 1-15-09)







                                  
. . . but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others . . .  Noah was probably the most rejected preacher who ever lived.  He preached 120 years and never had a convert.  The good news is that he will be evaluated by the accuracy of his message and his faithfulness rather than by how well it was received.  And that is how all pastors will be evaluated.

Noah was perfect in all his generations (KJV Gen. 6:9), meaning that Noah and his family were not corrupted by the illegitimate angelic infiltration of the human race.  

He was a preacher or communicator of the Truth, especially with regards to the need for every person to receive the +Righteousness of God through faith in the promised Savior.

2 Peter 2:6 

. . . and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, The “if” is a first class conditional clause meaning God did condemn/destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  

condemned,  KATAKRINO  v. aai; used as a legal technical term for the result of judging, including both the sentence and its execution. Those who say God sanctions or endorses homosexuality have a hard time trying to reconcile such an erroneous idea with what God did to these two exceedingly wicked cities noted for their homosexuality.

destruction,  KATASTROPHE  n. saf;  ruin, destruction, to overthrow a city.  We use this word in English when a horrible disaster takes place.

. . . having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter . . .    

This is especially hard to explain to those who deny the connection between homosexuality and God’s judgment rained down on these two cities. God does not show partiality, Acts 10:34, Rom. 2:11, Gal. 2:6.  This means that the false teachers are in heap big trouble, too.

2 Peter 2:7 

. . .  and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men . . .  
Gen. 12:9, 14-15.  Lot was not righteous in his behavior, but he was a believer, so he did possess the +Righteousness of God.

rescued,  RHOUMAI v. adi;  to draw or snatch away from danger; to drag along the ground.

This was not the first time Lot was rescued.  Abraham had rescued him from four kings who kidnapped him from Sodom Gen. 14:1-16.  Lot did not go voluntarily out of Sodom; the angels had to drag him out!

Gen. 19:15-16,   As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.”  16) But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, ﻿the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city.
It is hard to imagine Lot lingering that morning after what the angels told him.  It’s even more surprising that he and his family had to be forcefully removed from the city.  What was he thinking?

Because Lot did not separate from those exceedingly wicked people, HE WAS A LOSER !

He lost his moral standards. He offered up his virgin daughters to satisfy the lust of degenerate men in the street. 

He lost his integrity and standing with his family;  His son-in-laws ignored his pleading to escape the city because they did not believe him;  Why should they believe him?  The kind of life he had been living didn’t reveal to them that he had very much faith and confidence in God

He lost his leadership and respect of his wife;  His wife evidently was so worldly and did not trust or obey the Lord that she could not refrain from looking back when leaving Sodom.  

He lost his common sense by lingering in the city when he knew that God was about to destroy it.

He lost his authority-orientation and humility by resisting the messengers of God.

He lost his spiritual motivation and confidence in the Lord by trading in his tent for a house.

He lost his chance to have a positive influence on his daughters. 

He lost his dignity and reputation when he committed incest with his two daughters.

It appears Lot was spared because of blessings by association to Abraham. God loved Abraham.

Genesis 19:29,   Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived.

There is no evidence Abraham ever complained or criticized Lot, but rather, we find that he prayed for him.  What a testimony to us. We all know people who are a real pain in the neck like Lot was.

LESSON #79  (1-20-09)

2 Peter 2:7 

(for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds). . .
Believers who ignore God, do whatever they want, and think they can be happy are fooling themselves. Most believers like this and Lot are their own worst enemy.  Lot should have separated himself and his family from the evil of Sodom by moving out of it.

We can only imagine what he saw and heard while living there, but it must have been exceedingly deplorable and degenerate. The question is, “Why did he stay?”  No doubt the frog in boiling water tale had something to do with it.  A good illustration is to compare TV shows and movies of the 50s with those of today.  Remember “Father Knows Best”, “I Love Lucy”, “The Andy Griffith Show”, and “The Life of Riley”?  Compare those with “Roseanne”,” The Osbornes”, “House”, and ”Saturday Night Live”. 

Homosexuality is not funny, fornication is not cool, and STDs are not just an inconvenience.  

The only sexual relationship that does not violate God’s established law of sexual morality is that of a man and a woman within the bonds of marriage. Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) are an example of the serious consequences of violating that law. STDs have plagued mankind throughout history, but today there are more than 30 new ones; and 30 percent of those have no cure.

Authorities estimate that 19 million STD infections occur every year in the United States alone. One of these, HIV/AIDS, has claimed the lives of 20 million people since 1980.  And it is estimated that an additional 70 million people will die from AIDS by 2025.   

Objective truth exists for mankind, whether or not people acknowledge it.  The God of the “Bible included moral absolutes in His revelation of truth to mankind through His Word.  There is an objective standard by which to determine whether beliefs, practices, and lifestyles are right or wrong. People who turn their backs on God reject ultimate reality, the only God who actually exists, and inevitably will reap the consequences.    Israel My Glory, Magazine, January/February 2009, page 21
SEPARATION

1. Sometimes, switching from personal to impersonal love is not enough;  there are times we must physically remove ourselves from others.

2. General reasons for separation:

a. When someone falls into crime or gross immorality such as homosexuality, lesbianism, incest, etc.

b. When the husband uses his wife for a punching bag and/or when the children are physically or sexually abused.

3. Separation for believers:

a. Separate from the  “fast crowd” which can lead to carousing, drunkenness, drugs, & fornication.

b. A wife has the right to separate from her husband who refuses to allow her to go to church or Bible class.

c. Separate from other believers who embrace false doctrines: 

Do we separate from others because of any or every false doctrine they embrace?”  The answer is NO because there is at least one example in the Bible of believers who held to a false doctrine and other believers were not directed to separate from them.

Thessalonian believers accepted the false teaching that the “day of the Lord” had already come and yet, separation from those who were teaching the false doctrines was not advocated. From this, we learn that we must use discernment as to when to separate and when not to separate.

LESSON #80  (1-22-09)

Separation should not be considered unless there is a major doctrinal difference between    

believers, for instance, with regards to salvation, doctrines on grace versus works, deity of Christ, finished work of the cross, and the resurrection.

d. Separate from believers who are into immorality.
e. Separate totally from practicing homosexuals. This is not the same as separating from a believer who is into tongues, healing, or reformed theology, etc.  Separation always depends on the circumstances. There is a list of infractions that would cause one believer to separate from another in 1 Cor. 5:9-13.
f. Separate from people, events, and things that become a distraction to your spiritual growth:

(1) Members of the opposite sex, Deut. 7:3, Ezra 10:2, Nem. 13:26-27, 2 Cor. 6:14
(2) Family, Matt.10:34-37
(3) Details of life, Luke 9:57-62, 14:12-24
4. Separate from a church:

b. When the pastor teaches false doctrine, perverts the gospel, denies the deity of Christ, etc.

c. When the church becomes “post-modern” or gets involved in the purpose-driven or emerging church movements.

d. When you are not learning Bible doctrine or growing spiritually. 

LESSON #81-82  (1-27 through 1-29-09)

COMMANDS TO SEPARATE

2 Tim. 3:5,  Separate from people who are . . . having the appearance of godliness, but ﻿denying its power. ﻿Avoid such people!

2 Tim. 2:19,  Let everyone ﻿who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity

2 Timothy 2:21,  Therefore, if a man cleanses himself  [separates]  from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

2 Corinthians 6:14-17,  Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  15) Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  16) Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  17) "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. 

Thessalonians 3:6,  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof  [separate]  from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

2 Corinthians 6:17,  "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you.

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15,  And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame.  15) And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

Romans 16:17-18,   Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

1 Corinthians 5:9-13,  I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;  10) I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  11) But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.  12) For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  13) But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.  

The purpose in commands to separate from false teachers and their doctrines is to encourage those ensnard in error to be obedient to God’s Word.  They should not be considered our enemy; in fact, we should pray that they will recognize their error and get right with the Lord.

1 Timothy 1:5   But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Unfortunately, opposition to and separation from someone ensnared in false doctrine is often done without love, humility, and prayer. Human nature is such that it is easier to lash out at someone than it is to love him. It is often easier to be harsh towards him and to hate erring ones than it is to be humble in spirit, and easier to pronounce judgment than it is to pray for them. 

Dallas Theological Seminary, Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 142 (Dallas Theological Seminary, 1985; 2002),

Believers today have pretty much ignored the mandates to separate because the ecumenical movement has grown so strong today. The pull is toward compromise and concession for the sake of unity rather than standing firm for the absolutes of doctrinal truth. Those who refuse to separate eventually will lose their spiritual vigor and become casualties in the angelic conflict.


LESSON #83 (2-3-09)

2 Peter 2:9  

. . . then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation   [testing]  and to keep the unrighteous  [unbelievers]  under punishment for the day of judgment . . .
rescue,  RHUOMAI inf. pm; to deliver or save; to drag one out of danger.
godly,  EUSEBES s) adj. amp;  EU = good + SEBES = to worship or revere.  Those who truly revere God means believers.

temptation, PEIRASMOS  s)  n. gsm; a trial or test; to test one’s character.
This verse is a comfort to us for several reasons.  First of all, it is comforting to realize that God knows who are believers and who are not.  While we can be fooled, God cannot.

It doesn’t matter how impossible or bleak the situation seems or how tangled and tight the knot appears, God knows how to rescue us.  This is a very comforting promise as we face the coming year.

Many see this verse as a promise that the Church will not go through the Tribulation.

I Sam.21:10-22:1, Psa.34

TESTING    

People Testing

1.  From people who are very important to you and that you are fond of (approbation).  And from people who you don’t’ care about, the ones you don’t like (antagonistic to).  

2.  1 Corinthians 15:33  -  Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."

 Proverbs 13:20   -  He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will suffer harm.

3.  Believers who elevate people above God, they fail the People Test.  We cannot depend on other people for our +H, they can’t provide it, God can!

4.  Personal / Conditional Love minus Un-conditional Love = misery and slavery.

5.  When you lose your RMA by reacting to people, you fail the People Test.

6. We foolishly turn over our +H and contentment when we lash out at others.

THOUGHT  TESTING
1.  Thought determines the believer’s life and all believers go through Thought Testing.

      Salvation is appropriated by a right thought. 

      Proverbs 23:7  -   For as he thinks within himself, so he is.
2.  There is a constant battle going on in the mind between human and divine viewpoint.

3.  Arrogance battles humility, fear battles reason, false concepts battle doctrine, doubts battle confidence.

4.  Arrogance, which is a thought is our most formidable enemy.  

     Galatians 6:3  -   For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

5.  Arrogance is an illusion;  its unreal.  

     Romans 12:2-3   -   And do not be [Stop being] conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind   [your thinking], that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think  [stop thinking] more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.
    2 Corinthians 10:3-5  -  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  4) for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses [human viewpoint and false doctrines].  5) We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,

SYSTEM  TESTING

1.  System testing occurs when a person is in an organization composed of people under the authority of other people which functions according to a policy designed to fulfill a specific objective.  Ex. business, athletic teams, churches, schools, families, government . . 

2.  What should a believer do when he or she is treated unfairly by an organization?

     QUIT or COPE.

3.  There are times when quitting is legitimate but quitting because of pressure is usually a poor choice.  If one quits because of mild provocation, he flunks System Testing.   

Prov. 24:10  -  If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.
4.  We are to put the problem in the Lord’s hands and carry on without whining and complaining or gossiping.

5.  The mature believer recognizes that people who inflict system testing on him are actually contributing to his spiritual advance.

6.  He also does not allow the stupidity and unfairness of those in an organization to be an excuse to strike back, start a conspiracy, or slack off on his work.


Colossians 3:22 - 4:1  -  Slaves [employees], in all things obey those who are your masters [bosses] on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;  24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.  

7.  When separation from a flawed system is not justified, the mature believer recognizes that the Lord intends for him to endure the testing He does not remove.

8.  He is to put his case before God and leave it there and wait for the divine solution as he copes with the unjustness and unfairness of the situation.

DISASTER  TESTING

1.  Sometimes the problem is in identifying the problem or testing but not so in Disaster Testing.  The problem in it is to endure the shock and to maintain poise so you can think under pressure.

2.  Disaster testing can be mental or physical.  It can be personal affecting only you are public, affecting many.  Sickness, injury, loss of a loved one, loss of a job, loss of property, hurricanes, floods, tornados, fires, earthquakes, terrorism, war etc.

3.  1 Peter 1:6-7  -   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
4.  God protects the positive believer in national disaster testing.

      Job 5:17-22  -  Behold, how happy is the man whom God reproves, So do not despise the discipline of the Almighty.  18 "For He inflicts pain, and gives relief; He wounds, and His hands also heal.  19 "From six troubles He will deliver you, Even in seven evil will not touch you.  20 "In famine He will redeem you from death, And in war from the power of the sword.  21 "You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, Neither will you be afraid of violence when it comes.  22 "You will laugh at violence and famine, Neither will you be afraid of wild beasts.
LESSON #84  (2-5-09)
PROSPERITY  TESTING 
1.  This might very easily be the hardest test to pass.  It is when everything falls apart and we are hurting and uncertain of the future that we are closest to God.

2.  Philippians 4:11-13  -  Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  12) I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
3.  Philippians 3:7-8   -   But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,
4.  1 Timothy 6:6-8   -  But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  7) For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  8) And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.
5.  Revelation 3:15-18  -  'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot.  16) 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth [SUD]. 17)  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know [ignorance] that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,  18) I advise you to buy from Me gold [Bible doctrine] refined by fire [inspiration and canonicity] , that you may become   [spiritually]   rich, and white garments [the uniform of glory (vs. 4)], that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakednes  [worldliness / human viewpoint] may not be revealed  [at the JSC];  and eye salve   [ the Grace System of Perception] to anoint your eyes, that you may see [understand doctrine].

6.  Prosperity cannot bring happiness apart from the believer already having capacity from the intake of doctrine. Prosperity is the most subtle distraction to life and it has shipwrecked many a believer.

7.  If you are unhappy in the midst of prosperity, it means that you have flunked the test.  However, if you remain happy in adversity as well as in prosperity, it means you have passed the test.

BACK TO 2 PETER 2:9

1 Thessalonians 1:10,  . . . and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.  

1 Thessalonians 5:9,   For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Revelation 3:10,   Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.

. . . and to keep the unrighteous  [unbelievers]  under punishment for the day of judgment . . . does not necessarily refer to those who have a raucous, immoral lifestyle, but refers to any unbeliever.  

the day of judgment . . .  refers to the Great White Throne, Rev. 20:12-15.

2 Peter 2:10 

 . . . and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.   

Who is this verse talking about?  The fallen angels of Gen. 6 who cohabited with the daughters of men. The previous verse refers to unbelievers in general, but this verse refers specifically to the fallen angels who will not be judged at the Great White Throne as they have already been judged, were found guilty, and were sentenced, Matt. 25:41.
Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties. . .
Daring,  TOLMETES s) n. npm;  bold, audacious, brazen, presumptuous. 

self-willed,   AUTHADES  s)  adj. nmp;  from AUTOS = self + HEDOMAI = please or pleasure. 

One who is pleased with himself often despises others, is insolent and surly, in contrast to those who are courteous or affable. A person who obstinately maintains his own opinion or asserts his own rights but is reckless of the rights, feelings, and interests of others. He regulates his life with no respect to others.  

Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament,
revile,  BLASPHEMEO  part. pa;  to blaspheme, revile, slander, or hurt someone’s reputation.

angelic majesties,  DOXA  n. afp;  glorious ones, celestial beings. 
LESSON #85  (2-10-09)

Jude 1:8-10   Yet in the same manner these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties  [doxa].  9) But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing [blasphemia]  judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you."  10) But these men revile  [blasphemeo]  the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.
2 Peter 2:10b-11
Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,  11) whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.

These brutish type of people, both believers and unbelievers, don’t hesitate to demean, debase, curse, and rail against those who are superior to them.  These are the same type of people who blaspheme by taking God’s name in vain, Ex. 20:7.

2 Peter 2:12-13

But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,  13) suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you . . .

But these [false teachers], like unreasoning animals . . . ALOGOS  s  adj. npn;  A= not, no, without + LOGOS= word,  reason; Un-endowed with reason, irrational, brute, 2 Pet. 2:12; Jude 1:10;  to speak, expressing thought.  

We think with words because we were created in the image of God, Gen. 1:27-28 while animals are not. They do not communicate with words. It should be noted that like unreasoning animals is a figure of speech called a simile.  They were not unreasoning animals, but they acted as if they were.
LESSON #86  (2-12-09)
born as creatures of instinct . . . PHUSIKOS (s)  adj. npn;  nature. 
Natural, as established by God in nature, Rom 1:26, 27; like natural or wild beasts, i.e., unreasoning, yielding only to baser instincts, 2 Pet. 2:12.       Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament.  

It is animals, not the false teachers, that were born creatures of instinct.
to be captured and killed . . .  PHTHORA  n. asf;  destruction, death, ruin, the opposite of eternal life. Some animals were created to be companions; others are to be used as sacrifices and to be eaten.  This in no way implies that cruelty to animals is acceptable.
reviling where they have no knowledge, . . .  BLASPHEMEO  part. pa;  slandering, defaming, insulting, profane, disrespectful, reviling.  To speak with impious irreverence concerning God
AGNOEO  v. pai;  ignorant, not knowing, lacking the ability to understand;  A= no, not, without + GNOSIS= knowledge . 

There are so many men and women who are credentialed, sophisticated, charismatic, articulate, have written books, have radio or TV shows, have a following of thousands of people, and yet they do not know what they are taking about.

Your responsibility is to check out what others say to see if it harmonizes with the Bible, Acts 17:11.

will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed . . .  PHTHORA,  is the second time we have this word in this verse.  It was translated the first time. “killed”.  

destroyed . . . PHTHEIRO  v. fpi;  to punish with destruction, to destroy, to bring to a worse state.

The Greek literally says, “[they] will be destroyed in their own destruction”.  

This means false teachers were effective in causing the destruction of those who bought their lies, this would bring about God’s judgment on the whole nation, and in that destruction, the false teachers would be destroyed also.

2 Peter 2:13

suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong . . . ADIKEO  part. pm;  A= not, no, without +  DIKIAOS = righteous  To be damaged, to suffer injustice. No one gets by with sinning and blaspheming the Lord. They will reap what they sowed (Gal. 6:7).  This does not mean they will go to hell because Jesus Christ did not pay for their sins on the cross.  It means that God is a righteous Judge who punishes wrongdoing.

doing wrong  . . . ADIKIA  n. gdf  This is a noun rather than a verb and would be better translated, “wrong doing”.

Notice the play on words: The false teachers would be destroyed in the destruction they caused others and  would suffer wrong because of their wrong doing to others.  God would pay them back for the harm they had done to others.

They   [false teachers]  count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime . . .  TRUPHE  (n. asf;  luxury, self- indulgence, wantonness, recklessness, lustful pleasure.

2 Peter 2:3 told us they were greedy and exploited naive believers.  Their extravagant lifestyles were maintained at the expense of stupid believers.  

They did not try to hide their overindulgence or sexual improprieties but did everything in broad daylight.  You might ask, “How did they get away with that?”  The answer is found in the next chapter, 2 Peter 3:16, that tells us they twisted the Scriptures to their own advantage.  They were like the Pharisees Christ accused of being full of greed and self-indulgence in Matt. 23:26.

LESSON #87  (2-17-09)
For the believer, daytime is for work. 

Romans 13:13,  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality . . .  also in John 9:4.
False teachers either had to change their life-styles or change the Word, so they chose to change the Word. False doctrine leads to false living.

The description of people in the last days given in 2 Tim. 3:1-7 is also a description of these false teachers.  They are predators who prey on silly women.  They would pervert the grace of God into a freedom that is forbidden by God..
Jude 1:4b,  They  [false teachers]  are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.

They would teach that since you are saved by grace, you have freedom to sin. The more you sin, the more of God’s grace you will experience!  The apostle Paul answered this: 

Romans 6:1-2,  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?  2) May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  

P.T. Forsyth said,  “The purpose of life is not to find your freedom, but to find your master.”  Jesus said, “You shall know the truth  [Bible doctrine], and the truth shall set you free.” John 8:32

Note: A new sentence starts here in verse 13 and it goes all the way to verse 16.

They are stains and blemishes . . .  The false teachers were stains and blemishes on the church.  The Lord has other plans for the Church Eph.5:24-27.  Jesus Christ is without spot or blemish 1 Pet. 1:18-19.  
Positionally, all believers are without spot or blemish.  Why?

Experientially, believers have the choice to imitate Christ or to imitate false teachers.

reveling in their deceptions . . .  ENTRUPHAO (part. pa;  EN = in  +  TRUPHAO = to indulge in luxury, to revel, to gratify, to take delight in.  

deceptions . . . APATE n. npf; deception, trick, fraud, treachery. It would appear that some false teachers know they are deceiving others and actually take delight in doing so.

What would be the motivating influence to do such a thing?  Money, greed, maybe a superiority complex.  No doubt, there are some false teachers who are delusional and resistant to reason when confronted with facts.

as they carouse with you  [while they are lavishly being entertained by you] . . . SUNEUOCHEOMAI  part. pa;  SUN = together with  +  EU = good, well  +  ECHO = to have sustenance. It means to be well-fed, to feast, to live in luxury.  This word is only used here and in Jude 12.

The principle of this verse is that false teachers do not have time to study and accurately teach true doctrine. It is easier to make stuff up. They actually are well-educated, appearing 'moral' on the outside, and people are drawn in by their personalities rather than the truth of their doctrine.

2 Peter 2:13b-16  

They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 14) having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  15) forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,  16) but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
. . . having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin . . . These false teachers were unbelievers who were not restrained by doctrine or the Holy Spirit. They were ever on the lookout for sexual conquests. They were as unfaithful towards God as an adulteress is unfaithful towards her husband. They had unrestrained passions and only viewed women as something to gratify their insatiable, sexual lusts.

These men had an insatiable lust for sinning and could never get enough money, sex, or attention.  Their souls  were a swirling vortex that sucked in everything lurid, bawdy, excessive, and demented.

Unfortunately, having eyes full of adultery is alive and well today and does not refer only to men who are straying. Statistics found from studies on internet websites: 

· 25% of men have had extramarital affairs 

· 17%of women committed adultery

· Only 35% of unions survive an extramarital affair. 

· 80% of cheating men get caught.

· 65% of marriages break up because of adultery  

· Studies show that only one in five ends up marrying their lover.  

· Adulterous behavior by parents seems to beget similar behavior by their offspring.

False teachers’ purpose is personal pleasure and financial gain, and their destiny is judgment.

You may be thinking that false teachers today don’t seem to be nearly as immoral or depraved as the ones Peter describes.  The difference is that the false teachers of Peter’s day reveled in the daytime without hiding it, whereas today they do.  Even so, some still get caught like Jim Baker, Jimmy Swaggart, and Ted Haggard (leader of the National Association of Evangelicals and pastor of the 14,000-member New Life megachurch in Colorado Springs). 
From www.churchleadership.org 
Statistics on Pastors                                                                                                                                         By Dr. Richard J. Krejcir
       What is Going on with the Pastors in America? 
Here are some startling statistics on pastors; FASICLD (Francis A. Schaeffer Institute of Church Leadership Development). This quest started in 1989 as a Fuller Institute project that was picked up by FASICLD in 1998. 

After over 18 years of researching pastoral trends and many of us being a pastor, we have found (this data is backed up by other studies) that pastors are in a dangerous occupation! We are perhaps the single most stressful and frustrating working profession, more than medical doctors, lawyers, politicians or cat groomers (hey they have claws). We found that over 70% of pastors are so stressed out and burned out that they regularly consider leaving the ministry (I only feel that way on Mondays). 35-40% of pastors actually do leave the ministry, most after only five years. 

From Barna, Focus on the Family, and Fuller Seminary, all of which backed up our findings, and additional information from reviewing others’ research:

· 1500 pastors leave the ministry each month due to moral failure, spiritual burnout, or contention in their churches. 

· 50% of pastors' marriages will end in divorce. 

· 80% of pastors feel unqualified and discouraged in their role as pastor. 

· 50% of pastors are so discouraged, they would leave the ministry if they could, but have no other way of making a living. 

· 80% of seminary and Bible school graduates who enter the ministry will leave the ministry within five years. 

· 70% of pastors constantly fight depression. 

· Almost 40% polled said they have had an extra-marital affair since beginning their ministry. 

· 70% said the only time they spend studying the Word is when they are preparing their sermons 

