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LESSON #19  (2-10-11)       
We learned from Paul’s first epistle to the Thessalonians that he had informed them about the Rapture but they were unclear about what would happen to believers who had already died. Would they miss the Rapture or would they be included? Paul addressed this in 1 Thess. 4:13-18. He also told them they would be delivered from the wrath to come, 1 Thess. 1:10, 5:1-10. 

Here, in this epistle, Paul again addressed their concerns. Liars and conspirators led them to believe the Day of the Lord had already begun. Had Paul lied to them? Had they missed the Rapture and had to go through the judgments of the Day of the Lord after all? It’s easy to see why they were so shaken. The first part of this chapter was written to straighten out this matter.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2  

Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him,  2) that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.
Now . . . DE conj. used as a transition to introduce something else. The preceding subject dealt with will take place at the Second Advent, now Paul addresses their concerns concerning the Rapture and the Day of the Lord.
. . . we request you, brethren . . . EROTAO v. pai; to request, entreat, beseech. This word is not used here as an inquiry or interrogation; no verbal response was necessary.

He addressed them as brethren which could have had a calming effect on them. Some may have started to doubt whether they were truly believers and the fact that Paul called them brethren would be reassuring to them. 

. . . with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . PAROUSIA n. gsf; to be present, to arrive; technical term used for the coming of Christ. One may ask, “Which coming, the Rapture or the Second Advent?” The answer to the question is determined by the context of the verse. The Thessalonian believers were badly shaken in their composure. Why were they so shaken? Because they were afraid that the Day of the Lord had already started.

If the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ referred to the Second Advent and not the Rapture, they would not be upset or shaken. They knew that the judgments of the Day of the Lord had to precede the Second Advent so why all the distress? Furthermore, if they were experiencing the suffering associated with the Day of the Lord, the Second Advent would cause them to celebrate, not be upset. Their suffering would be over.

On the other hand, if the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ referred to the Rapture, they would have great cause to be alarmed. If the Day of Lord had begun, it would mean they either missed the Rapture or Paul had lied to them and they would not be delivered from wrath to come. 

Paul told them in 1 Thess. 1:10 to wait for Jesus who would deliver them from the wrath to come. He told them that they were not destined for wrath because Jesus would deliver them from it 1 Thess. 5:9. They rightly understood Paul to mean that they would not suffer any judgment Day of the Lord. 

. . . and our gathering together to Him . . .  EPISUNAGOGE n. gsf; to assemble, to cause to gather together,
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"It occurs elsewhere only in Heb 10:25, where it refers to assembly for worship. D. E. Hiebert says: “These assemblies are a precious foretaste and anticipation of that future assembly of the saints ‘unto him’ when our Lord will be present, not as now by His Spirit only, but in the visible glory of His person.” The Thessalonian Epistles  Chicago: Moody, 1971], 301). Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

Church age believers will be gathered together with Him at the Rapture, 1 Thess. 4:13-18 and therefore, will not be gathered together with Christ at the Second Advent because they will already be with Him when He comes from heaven to defeat His enemies on earth, Rev. 19:11-14.


2 Thessalonians 2:2  

. . . that you may not be quickly shaken . . . SALEUO inf. ap; to move to and fro, to wave, shake, or waver. Metaphorically, to move in mind, agitate, disturb; to be unsettled, deeply distressed, upset.
. . . from your composure . . . NOUS sn. gsm; mind, mental perception and apprehension, “While, in the OT, the heart (kardía) is used to represent man’s whole mental and moral activity, the word “mind [noús]” in the NT is used to denote the faculty of thinking.” Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary 

James 1:5-8  . . . But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,  8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

2 Peter 3:16  . . . some things  [that Paul taught]  are hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

. . . or be disturbed . . . THROEO inf. pp; the cry or noise of a tumultuous multitude; to make a clamor or tumult, meaning to disturb, trouble, or terrify. It doesn’t matter how well things seem to be going on the outside, when a person is shaken and disturbed on the inside, things are unbearably awful for him. When the adversity and troubles of this life penetrate the doctrinal shield around your soul and your spiritual equilibrium is shaken, you’re in trouble.

There were three ways they received lies and false doctrine:
1 ) . . . either by a spirit . . .  referring to demon influence that is ever present in every generation. People spread lies but are usually influenced or possessed by demons to do so. It is the light of Bible doctrine that shines on false doctrines showing how bogus, counterfeit, and fake they are.   

2) . . . or a message . . . LOGOS s) n. nsm;  word; both the act of speaking and the thing spoken. A word, as uttered by the living voice; a speaking, speech, utterance. There are always those who say something and claim that it came directly from God. Some call this “divine utterance” which is totally unbiblical. God reveals Himself by creation and by His Word. Now that the canon of scripture is competed, God no longer reveals Himself through prophets, angels, apostles, dreams, visions, or direct discourse. Those who claim He does are either ignorant or confused.
3) . . . or a letter as if from us . . . Evidently there was a pseudo letter circulating that supposedly came from Paul alleging that the Day of the Lord had begun. So, Paul made certain the Thessalonians would know for certain that this letter came from Him. He himself wrote the last part, 2 Thess. 3:17 . . . to the effect that the day of the Lord has come . . .  Here we get the content of the letter and the words from the conspirators that were patently false. 
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Paul goes on to explain why the Day of the Lord could not possibly have come. The judgment phase of the Day of the Lord, the Tribulation, Daniel’s Seventieth Week, is for Israel and unbelievers, NOT for Church Age believers which included the Thessalonians who were part of the body of Christ, soon to become the Bride of Christ.
LESSON #20  (2-15-11)    Start this lesson by going to 1 Thess. 5:1-10 NOTES, then go to 





    Visuals: Timeline of the Day of the Lord 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4) who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

Let no one in any way deceive you . . .  EXAPATAO  v. aas;  to deceive completely, beguile, or seduce. It is easy to deceive people these days because so many are spiritually illiterate. Most people live by their emotions and are easily duped by smooth-talking predators.

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites [emotions]; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.

. . . for it  [the day of the Lord] will not come unless the apostasy comes first . . . APOSTASIA n. nfs; departure, a falling or moving away from. 

“In 2 Th. 2:3, ἀποστασία is used in the absolute sense as an event of the last days alongside or prior to  the appearance of [the man of lawlessness].   Vol. 1: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964- (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (513). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans
There have been periods of apostasy since the beginning of the church. however this apostasy is referred to as “the” apostasy. It will be a worldwide. complete apostasy that is distinguishable from all the others. 

“The noun is from aphístēmi; Transitive “to remove” either spatially or within a relationship, “to win over,” “to seduce,” middle voice “to remove oneself,” “to resign,” “desist,” “fall away.” 

Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (88). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans.

“The Greek word that is here translated as “falling away” is apostasia. The root word actually means departure or removal from. Paul says that before the Day of the Lord begins there must first come a removing. There are two kinds of removing that are going to take place. First, the organized church will depart from the faith—that is what we call apostasy. But there will be total apostasy when the Lord comes, and that cannot take place until the true church is removed. The Lord asked, “… when the Son of man cometh [to the earth], shall he find [the] faith …?” (Luke 18:8). When He says “the faith,” He means that body of truth which He left here. The answer to His question is no, He will not find the faith here when He returns. There will be total apostasy because of two things: (1) the organization of the church has departed from the faith—it has apostatized and (2) there has been another departure, the departure of the true church from the earth. The departure of the true church leads into the total apostatizing of the organized church. The Day of the Lord cannot begin—nor the Great Tribulation Period—until the departure of the true church has taken place. . . The organized church which is left down here will totally depart from the faith. We see it pictured as the great harlot in Revelation 17.”   

McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the Bible Commentary (electronic ed.) (2 Th 2:3). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

LESSON #21  (2-17-11)    









  28

The following paragraphs are taken from  the Dallas Theological Journal-Bibliotheca Sacra, Volume 114:453 (Jan. 57) p. 61-65, entitled:  "The Rapture—Precisely When?" by Kenneth S. Wuest, a member of the Faculty of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Illinois, and author of numerous books on New Testament Greek.

"The words 'a falling away' are the Authorized Version rendering of apostasia. The verbal form aphistamai from which it comes is present middle of aphistēmi, the root verb, which we will study. The simple verb histēmi in its intransitive sense means 'to stand,' the prefixed preposition means 'off, away from,' and the compound verb, 'to stand off from.'  The word does not mean 'to fall.' The Greeks had a word for that, piptō. Aphistēmi, in its various uses, is reported by Thayer as follows: 'to make stand off, cause to withdraw, to stand off, stand aloof, to desert, to withdraw from one'; in contexts where a defection from the faith is in view, it means 'to fall away, become faithless.' The verb is rendered by the translators of the Authorized Version “to depart,” in Luke 2:32; 4:13 ; 13:27 ; Acts 12:10; 15:38 ; 19:9 ; 22:29 ; 2 Corinthians 12:8; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 2:19; Hebrews 3:12. In Luke 8:13 it is translated 'fall away,' in Acts 5:37, 'drew away,' and in Acts 5:38, 'refrain.' Had they translated the word here instead of interpreting it, they would have rendered it by the word 'departure.' The reader will observe that the predominant translation of the verbal form is “to depart,' also, that where it is translated 'fall away,' the context adds the idea of 'falling away' to the verb, which action is still a departure.

"E. Schuyler English, to whom this present writer is deeply indebted for calling his attention to the word 'departure' as the correct rendering of apostasia in this context, also informs us that the following translators understood the Greek word to mean 'a departure' in this context: Tyndale (1534), Coverdale (1535), the Geneva Bible (1537), Cranmer (1539), and Beza (1565), and so used it in their translations."  BSac 114:453 (Jan 57) p. 65\
"The writer is well aware of the fact that apostasia was used at times both in classical and koine Greek in the sense of a defection, a revolt in a religious sense, a rebellion against God, and of the act of apostasy. Liddell and Scott in their classical lexicon give the above as the first definition of the word. Moulton and Milligan quote a papyrus fragment where the word means 'a rebel.' But these are acquired meanings of the word gotten from the context in which it is used, not the original, basic, literal meaning, and should not be imposed upon the word when the context does not qualify the word by these meanings, as in the case of our Thessalonians passage, where the context in which apostasia is embedded does not refer to a defection from the truth but to the rapture of the church. The fact that our word 'apostasy' means a defection from the truth is entirely beside the point since we do not interpret Scripture upon the basis of a transliterated word to which a certain meaning has been given, but upon the basis of what the Greek word mean to the first century reader. The fact that Paul in 1 Timothy 4:1 uses this verb in the words 'some shall depart from the faith' and finds it necessary to qualify its meaning by the phrase 'from the faith' indicates that the word itself has no such connotation. The translators of the Authorized Version did not translate the word, but offered their interpretation of it. They should have translated it and allowed the student to interpret it in its context.

"We note the presence of the Greek definite article before apostasia, of which the translation takes no notice. A Greek word is definite in itself, and when the article is used the exegete must pay particular attention to it. 'The basal function of the article is to point out individual identity. It does more than mark "the object as definitely conceived," for a substantive in Greek is definite without the article.' " 

(Dana and Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 137). 
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"This departure, whatever it is, is a particular one, one differentiated from all others. Another function of the article is 'to denote previous reference.' Here the article points out an object the identity of which is defined by some previous reference made to it in the context' (ibid., p. 141). Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:1 has just spoken of the coming of the Lord. This coming is defined by the words 'our gathering together unto him, 'not as the second advent, but as the rapture. The Greek word rendered "and" can also be translated "even," and the translation reads, "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, even our gathering together unto him." ' 

"The article before apostasia defines that word by pointing to 'the gathering together unto him' as that departure. This article determines the context which defines apostasia. The translators took the context of verses 2:10–12 as deciding the significance of the word, but they went too far afield, not grasping the function of the definite article preceding apostasia which points back to the rapture of verse 2 , not ahead to the refusal to believe the truth of verses 10–12 . The article is all-important here, as in many instances of its use in the Greek New Testament. In 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, Paul had given these saints teaching on the rapture, and the Greek article here points to that which was well known to both the reader and the writer, which is another use of the Greek definite article. Thus, the departure of the church from earth to heaven must precede the great tribulation period.

"Both the verb 'aphístēmi' and its cognate 'apostssia' should be translated 'depart.' A)pistasia occurs only twice: in this context where it means departure, and in Acts 21:21 where it is translated 'forsake' and should be translated 'depart.' The verb on which it is based, a)fisthmi, occurs only fifteen times, and almost every time it is correctly translated. For example, Luke 2:37, 'departed not from the temple'; 4:13, 'the devil departed from him'; 8:13, 'in time of temptation fall away” should have been translated 'depart'; 13:27, 'depart from me ye workers of iniquity'; Acts 5:37, 'drew away much people after him' should be translated 'caused many people to depart after him'; 5:38, 'refrain from these men' should be 'depart from these men'; 12:10, 'the angels departed from him'; 15:38, 'who departed from them'; 2 Corinthians 12:8, 'I besought the Lord that it might depart from me'; 1 Timothy 4:1, 'some shall depart from the faith'; 6:5, 'from such withdraw thyself” should be “from such ones depart'; 2 Timothy 2:19, 'depart from iniquity'; Hebrews 3:12, 'in departing from the living God.' There is a departure and the departure is the Rapture." 

From notes on 2 Thessalonians by Pastor R.B. Thieme Jr.

LESSON #22  (2-22-11)    

. . . and the man of lawlessness . . . ANOMIA n. gsf; violation of Law, i.e., transgression :or lawlessness. He is spoken of in Dan. 7:25, 8:25, 11:36, 2 Thess. 2:8, Rev. 13:5, This most evil person is known by the following names and titles:

anti-Christ , 1 John 2:22
the wicked one,  Psalm 10: 2 & 4
man of lawlessness,  2 Thess. 2:3   
the bloody and deceitful man,   Psalm 5:6    

son of perdition, 2 Thess. 2:3 
the mighty man,  Psa. 52:1   

the lawless one,  2 Thess. 2:8       
the enemy,  Psa. 55:3

the beast,  Rev. 11:7       
the adversary,  Psa. Isa. 59:15    
the king of Babylon,  Isa. 14:4
the violent man,  Psa. 140:1     

the little horn,  Dan. 7: 8-11   
the prince that shall come,  Dan. 9:26  

the vile person, Dan. 11:21  
the willful king,  Dan. 11:36   

the idol shepherd,  Zech. 11:16-17  
the head over many countries,  Psa. 110:6
is revealed . . . APOKALUPTO v. aps; To make manifest or reveal a thing previously secret or unknown  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament
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WHEN WILL ANTI-CHRIST BE REVEALED ?
Thessalonians 2:3 tells us that "it", the Day of the Lord, will not come until the apostasy and the man of lawlessness, the anti-Christ, is revealed. The issue of the apostasy has already been addressed, so now we will focus on the revealing of the anti-Christ. When will he be revealed, at the beginning of Daniel’s Seventieth Week, also known as the Tribulation, or at the “abomination of desolation” which occurs at the middle of that 7 year "week"? 

The answer to this question is important because most theologians agree that the Rapture of the Church will occur before the Day of the Lord begins. If anti-Christ is not revealed until the abomination of desolation, then the Day of the Lord would not begin until then which would mean that Church Age believers would have to endure at least half of the horrors of the Tribulation. 

However, if the anti-Christ is revealed right before the Day of the Lord when the 7 year period of the Tribulation begins, then the Church will be delivered before the wrath begins.

Abomination of Desolation at middle of the Tribulation:         

Daniel 9:27 speaks of the “abomination of desolation” where the anti-Christ will enter the Temple and pronounce himself to be god and demand worship, Isa. 14:14, Ezek. 28:2, Dan. 8:13-14, Matt. 24:15, Rev. 13:6-7. This will take place in the middle of the Tribulation. Some claim that this is the time he is first revealed, however, one of the major problems with this view is that 1 Thess. 5:3 says that the Day of the Lord will come at a time when people will be saying “peace and safety”. No one will be saying that then because the world will be reeling from three and a half years of unprecedented desolation in the form of wars, famine, pestilence, and death.

2 Thessalonians 2:3, 6, & 8 speaks of the man of lawlessness being revealed. The Greek word used in these verses is in the passive voice meaning that someone other than himself will bring about his revelation. He will not be revealed by his own initiative but by God at the proper time when the restrainer will be removed, verse 7. By contrast, the abomination of desolation will come about by anti-Christ’s own action and initiative.

Daniel 11:36 . . . Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god, and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done.

2 Thess. 2:6  says the anti-Christ will be revealed “in his time”. He will be revealed at a definite time that is fixed by God Himself. Acts 1:6-7 indicates that God fixes such times and keeps it a secret until He is ready to bring it about.
Zechariah 11:16 . . . "For behold, I  [God]  am going to raise up  [bring on the scene]  a shepherd [anti-Christ]  in the land who will not care for the perishing, seek the scattered, heal the broken, or sustain the one standing, but will devour the flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hoofs.

Daniel 4:17  . . . the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes, And sets over it the lowliest of men.

Some associate the revelation of anti-Christ with the abomination of desolation because 2 Thess. 2:4 gives a description of that event. It is important to note that this scripture is not saying when it will happen but what will happen. It is part of the description given of the future anti-Christ. 
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First Seal broken at start of the Tribulation

Revelation 6:1-2 . . . And I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come."  2) And I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer.

Jesus Christ Himself breaks the first seal of the scroll which brings the rider on the white horse who is anti-Christ onto the world scene. Jesus Christ is in complete control and will reveal the anti-Christ at this point.

"Christ will be revealed from heaven riding a white horse (Rev. 19:11). The counterfeit Christ will also be revealed riding a white horse. “The white horse is a symbol of victory. Roman generals after a victory in battle would ride a white horse in triumph with their captives following.”  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures
The rider of the white horse, “had a bow”  but no arrows apparently to indicate that he first will conquer peacefully using political effort rather than militarily force. 

Daniel 9:27 tells us that the anti-Christ will make a peace covenant with Israel that will take place at the beginning of the 7 year period or Daniel’s seventieth week. This will be a great political victory that will cause people to say it is a time of peace and safety. Then, suddenly, when they aren’t expecting it, destruction will come like the birth pangs of a woman, 1 Thess. 5:3.
Daniel 8:25 . . . And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

Daniel 11:21 . . . And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honor of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

This is speaking of Antiochus Epiphanes who is a forerunner or type of anti-Christ.

Anti-Christ will be given a victor’s crown. He will be revealed at this time, God will remove the restrainer which will allow him to come into world prominence and this begins the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord. God will use Satan who will give him power to have tremendous political victories. The fact that anti-Christ will be able to pull off such a feat as bringing peace to the Middle East Dan. 9:27 demonstrates that this is the time of his revelation.
Immediately following the Rapture, the world will be thrown into confusion and chaos. People 

will be in a panic and more than ready to accept anyone who can convince them that he has the answers to their problems. Issues of race, religion, and national identity won’t separate people. They will be so frightened that they will desperately seek someone, anyone to lead them. This is when Anti-Christ will be revealed and accepted as the world leader.

LESSON #23  (2-24-11)    

. . . the son of destruction . . . After he has deceived the world into believing he is the Messiah and great peace-maker, he will cause havoc and destruction wherever he goes. However, he will be destroyed when the true Prince of Peace comes to earth, verse 8. He is doomed, and those influenced by him are doomed as well. 

2 Thess. 2:4 . . . who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
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The arrogance of this man will know no limits. From the very beginning, Satan tried to take God’s place, and he will try to use the anti-Christ to bring it about at long last. This is self-deification.
The son of perdition will assume the place and claim the name of God. This type of megalomania means claiming full political, military, and religious might.

. . . so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God . . .  There will be a future Temple in Jerusalem that anti-Christ will enter and defile, claiming he is God and demanding every person on earth to worship him. This is the “abomination of desolation” mentioned in Dan. 6:27, Isa. 14:14, Ezek. 28:2, Dan. 8:13-14, Matt. 24:15, Rev. 13:6-7.

The only way he will be able to convince people that he is God is through tricks and deception; he can never, ever become God.

LESSON #24  (3-1-11)    

2 Thessalonians 2:5  

Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?

This seems to be a mild rebuke. The things Paul had already taught them were sufficient to refute the false teaching about the Day of the Lord.  I was telling is an imperfect active indicative which means it was ongoing or recurring instruction. He no doubt taught them with much more detail in the past than he did here, and this was just a reminder. 

Paul wasn’t with the Thessalonians very long, but he still gave them in-depth teaching concerning things to come. Eschatology is important, even for new believers.

2 Thessalonians 2:6  

And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be revealed.

Paul continues the thought presented in verse 3.  Here, he presents the third thing that must take place before the Day of the Lord begins. He doesn’t state who or what restrains him because the Thessalonians already knew that. 

And you know what restrains him now . . .  HO art. asn; KATECHO part. pa-asn; to hold fast, retain, hold down, or suppress. The present tense indicates that the restraining ministry was already in force and working during the time this epistle was written. This is also verified by verse 7. 

. . . so that in his time he may be revealed . . . Jesus Christ is in control of history. Anti-Christ will be revealed when Christ decides and not a moment sooner.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 . . . There is an appointed time for everything, and there is a time for every event under heaven.
. . .may be revealed . . . APOKALUPTO inf. ap; to make manifest or reveal a thing previously secret or unknown. Anti-Christ cannot come into power or be revealed by his own power. This means that Satan doesn’t know when The Restrainer will be removed, so he must always have someone in mind and be grooming him to be the anti-Christ.

The Thessalonian believers knew who or what would restrain anti-Christ, but we do not. However, we do have clues to indicate who or what it is. One’s view as to when the Day of the Lord begins seems to influence one’s understanding of who or what The Restrainer is. There are three prevalent ideas about who The Restrainer might be: 

1) Michael the arch-angel 

2) The Holy Spirit

3) The Church
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People who believe the anti-Christ will be revealed in the middle of the Tribulation also believe that The Restrainer who is going to be removed is Michael, the arc-angel. 
Daniel 10:13, & 20-21 shows that Michael helped Israel when he made it possible for someone, Gabriel probably, to get a message to Daniel. 
Michael is mentioned again in Daniel 12:1, a verse often quoted to support the idea that Michael might be The Restrainer: 

Daniel 12:1 . . . Now at that time, Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time, your people  [Jews],  everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.  

. . . stands guard and will arise . . . are translated from the Hebrew word AMAD. Those who believe Michael is the restrainer who will be removed in the middle of Daniel’s seventieth week, think the word AMAD means “to stand still”. The idea is that Michael’s protective ministry for Israel will stop three and a half years into Daniel’s seventieth week which will allow anti-Christ to be revealed when he enters the future Temple and display himself as God.
Problems With This:                                                                                                                                                      
1. The Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament by Brown, Driver, and Brigs does have “to stand still” as one of its translations for AMAD, but it also translates it “to arise”, “to come on the scene”, and “to appear”. The Arabic translation is “to prop up”. The Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament translates it “to support” or “to lean against”. 
The idea is that Michael will arise to support the Jews in this time of danger so they won’t be annihilated by the anti-Christ.
2. The Restrainer is said to be “taken out of the way” in 2 Thess. 2:7.  However those claiming that Michael is the restrainer in Daniel 12:1 say he will “stand still”.  Standing still is not the same as being taken out of the way. 
3. The “mystery of lawlessness” already existed worldwide during Paul’s day. Michael’s job is to defend or guard one nation, Israel, not the entire world.
4. 2 Thess. 2:6 uses a neuter gender participle for the restrainer and verse 7 uses the masculine gender. “Michael” in the Greek is in the masculine gender only.
5. “Note that the other understanding of Daniel 12:1 and what Michael will do in the middle of the seventieth week (namely, that he will “stand up” or “arise” to protect Israel from total annihilation) does not fit the 2 Thess. 2 description of the restrainer [either].”
The Pre-Wrath Rapture View, Renald Showers, p.194  

Michael will arise during the Tribulation to protect Israel from being annihilated until the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord is over. Michael could not protect Israel if he was the restrainer because The Restrainer will be taken out of the way. Therefore, he cannot be The Restrainer.

Could The Restrainer be the Holy Spirit?

1. God the Holy Spirit functioned as a restrainer of lawlessness in Gen. 6:3 . . . My spirit shall not always strive with man.

2.   “The Holy Spirit’s restraint of lawlessness has been a significant factor in the administration of God’s rule over the world. Because this restraining work of the Spirit belongs to the adminis-tration of God’s rule over the world, and because God is sovereign, only God has the authority to remove restraint.”   The Pre-Wrath Rapture View, Renald Showers, p.195  

3.   Romans 8:2 refers to “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”  that refers to the governing or controlling influence on believers to restrain their lusts and Old Sin Natures.
4. The Holy Spirit cannot be taken away because He is omnipresent. However, a certain facet of His work can be taken away. He has many ministries in the Church Age. 
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Some of His ministries are convicting, revealing, empowering, sealing, and regenerating. Some will overlap into the Tribulation, but the restraining ministry on the anti-Christ and lawlessness during the Church Age will be removed when the Tribulation begins. However, His convicting and regenerating ministry will continue during the Tribulation.

5. The Greek word for PNEUMA is in the neuter gender and often refers to the Holy Spirit. However, the N.T. Greek also uses masculine pronouns “He” and “Him” to refer to the Holy Spirit, John 14:26, 15:26, & 16:13-14. Compare this to point 3 under Problems With This.

LESSON #25  (3-3-11)    

The Church's Influence:

1. The universal church does have a limited restraining ministry on the world. The Holy Spirit empowers believers to restrain their sin and to accomplish Divine Good which can influence others to do the same. When Church Age believers are resurrected and translated, this restraining influence on others' behavior will be gone. 

2. Lawlessness will continue to get worse and worse, but the Holy Spirit will not let Satan go all the way in the Church Age. Once the Rapture has occurred and the Bride of Christ is safe in heaven, The Restrainer will be removed. 
2 Thessalonians 2:7 . . . For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

For the mystery of lawlessness . . .  MUSTERION n. nsn; to make manifest or reveal a thing previously secret or unknown. The mystery is the fact that there will come a time when evil and wickedness will reach a peak and there will be no restraints on it.
. . . is already at work . . .  ENERGEO v. pmi; to be at work; to be effective or operative. The present tense indicates that the mystery of lawlessness was already working and indeed has continued to work up until the present time.

1 John 2:18 . . . Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour.

1 John 4:2-3 . . . By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;  3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.

Notice that the spirit of anti-Christ was working even though The Restrainer was restraining. Things can get bad even before The Restrainer is removed.

2 Timothy 3:13 . . . But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

1 Timothy 4:1 . . . But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times, some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.

2 Peter 3:3-4 . . . Know this first of all, that in the last days, mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4) and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."

"There is indeed iniquity recorded in the Old Testament, but nowhere is there an explanation of its cause, course, and consummation in the Man of Sin. Satanic attacks upon the written Word of God form by no means the least important aspect of the Mystery of Lawlessness. The Bible has been kept from the people, it has been publicly burned, it has been maliciously mistranslated, and its teachings diabolically contorted. 
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"When all these methods, used by the professing church itself, proved of no avail, the master mind of iniquity guided human minds into paths of the other extreme. Instead of the Bible being a closed book it became a wide-open book, and, incidentally, open to a new method of Satanic attack. Among men it became a virtue to be 'broad-minded,' 'liberal' in one’s views, especially toward the Bible. This 'liberalism,' the opposite to the bigotry of ecclesiasticism, assumed a hypercritical attitude toward the Word of God, and now, three hundred years later, it has become almost universal. Its gospel is not the Gospel of our crucified Lord and risen Savior, but a 'social gospel,' the creed of which is human works and exaltation. The glory of man has eclipsed the glory of God, and the world is being prepared for a master mind among men, a superman. The Mystery of Lawlessness is thus gradually approaching its final consummation-in the Man of Sin." Vol. 91: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 91. 1934 (363) (361–362). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
"(2 Thess 2:7-10). This description portrays 'the lawless one' or 'the man of sin' (vs. 3), who is to complete the satanic program of human exaltation, which is really exaltation of Satan and defiance of God. The outstanding conditions of lawlessness, i.e., against God, in the world today constitute primary factors which contribute to a peculiar state of affairs which shall exist, according to satanic direction and prearrangement, at the time of the appearance of the Man of Sin. 'A man then is being waited for'.... This coming one is the Grand Monarch of the New Humanity Cult. 

"He is the coming Imaum, or Mahidi, of the Mussulmans. He is the Parasu Rama (the last incarnation of Vishnu) waited for by the Brahmins; the coming Montezuma of the Aztecs; the false Messiah of the apostate Jews; the great Master of all sects of Yogis; the Ultimate Man of the evolutionists; the Uebermensch of Nietzsche, the Hun philosopher, whose ravings prepared the way for the world war.” Ironside, Lectures on the Revelation, pp. 239,240.    This 'divine product' of the human race will be none other than 'the lawless one,' 'the Man of Sin,' 'the son of perdition,' himself the consummation of the Mystery of Lawlessness." Vol. 91: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 91. 1934 (363) (361–362). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary
"Sometimes, He  [the Holy Spirit] operates by way of restraint rather than by constraint. Balaam was a man who loved 'the reward of unrighteousness' and would have cursed the people of God to obtain it. But the Spirit of God came upon him to restrain him (Cf. Num 24:2) and to compel him to bless instead. Little did the Israelites know of this at the time. And little do we know how much damage the enemy might do us if he had a free hand." Vol. 92: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 92. 1935 (367) (280–281). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
LESSON #26  (3-10-11)  Report on Chafer's Pastor's Conference that dealt with Sanctification  

. . . only he who now restrains . . . HO art. nsm.  KATECHO part. pa-snm; KATA, down + ECHO, to hold  =  to hold fast, retain, or hold down; quash or suppress. Notice that the article and the participle are in the masculine gender. The Holy Spirit is not a force or power but a person, a member of the Trinity, One of the Godhead.

Some believe that The Restrainer is human government, but the Greek word for “government” is not in the masculine gender but is in the feminine. Also, government is often the promoter of evil rather than the restrainer of it. 

The active voice indicates that The Restrainer himself has the power and ability to restrain wicked-ness, Satan, and the revealing of anti-Christ until it is time to take him out of the way. Only God has the supernatural power and ability to do this. 

. . . will do so until he is taken out of the way . . .  EK prep. meaning from + MESOS s adj. gsn; used of time or place  =  from the midst; from among; away. This word does not mean to stand still, stand down, or let up. It means to be taken away.
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When God decides to remove The Restrainer, the anti-Christ will be revealed. This will allow the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord where all unbelievers, Jew and Gentile will suffer the worst period of human history. The Church, the Bride of Christ, will depart via the Rapture before that happens.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10  

And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  9) that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,  10) and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.

And then that lawless one will be revealed . . . Paul makes it very clear that nothing begins until The Restrainer is removed. This verse spans a seven year period from the beginning of the Tribulation when Anti-Christ is revealed to the end of it when Jesus Christ comes to set up His Millennial Kingdom. 

Here we have another clear indication that God is in complete control. Satan has no power to bring the anti-Christ onto the world scene because Satan is being restrained and can do nothing about it.

This is the third time in this chapter that the word “revealed” is used, and every time, it's in the passive voice. This means that the anti-Christ will not be revealed or become a man of interna-tional prominence by his own effort. He will come out of obscurity and receive worldwide acclaim by the power and ability of someone other than himself.

The phrase, “it was given to him” is found in Rev. 6:2, 4, 13:5, 7, 15.  In each case it refers to anti-Christ or one associated with him. This suggests that even after he has been revealed and is promulgating his reign of terror, he depends on the power and ability of someone else.

Who might this be? We know that Satan empowers Anti-Christ with his super abilities.

Revelation 13:3b-4a . . . the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast;  4 and they worshiped the dragon [Satan], because he gave his authority to the beast [anti-Christ] . . .
Anti-Christ has less power than Satan, but Satan has less power than God. Satan can do nothing unless God allows it. The only reason Satan will be able to manifest his evil power over the earth for seven years is because God allows him to do so. One reason is to bring Israel to her knees. However, God will not allow him to achieve certain goals, such as the complete annihilation of the Jews. God uses Satan and Anti-Christ to bring about His own will over the earth and it’s people and allows them to temporarily steel the earth's title deed, but God will eventually dispatch them to the Lake of Fire. 

LESSON #27  (3-15-11)  
. . . whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth . . . This dictator will subjugate the whole world to his tyranny. People will be saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?” Rev. 13:4. 

This pompous, ruthless killer will claim himself to be God and demand that the entire world worship him, 2 Thess. 2:4, Rev. 13:8. This mighty man of sin who makes the whole world tremble will be slain by nothing more than the breath of our omnipotent Lord. 

Revelation 19:15 . . . And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

Isaiah 11:4 . . . But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips, He will slay the wicked.

The anti-Christ’s demise is recorded in Isa. 14:1-11 & 16-21. 
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. . . and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming . . . The KJV says, “by the brightness of His coming”, and the NIV says, “by the splendor of His coming”. Jesus Christ’s first coming  (PAROUSIA)  was somewhat obscure. Only a few shepherds saw the angels celebrating His birth. His next coming will be the Rapture, a spectacular event in which Church Age  believers meet Him in the air. His final coming will be at the end of the Tribulation when He  eradicates Anti-Christ in the resolution of the greatest thriller ever. 
. . . appearance . . . EPIPHANEIA, , is used three times, one referring to the Rapture, 1 Tm. 6:14, 2 Tm. 4:8, Titus 2:13.  One time refers to the First Advent, 2 Tim. 1:10, and one other time refers to the Second Advent, 2 Tm. 4:1.

Verse 9 . . . that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan . . .
This is further description of the one who will come to an end, meaning Anti-Christ. He is the one who will be assisted by the activity of Satan. Satan uses his power to promote the anti-Christ. Notice the contrast of this to how God uses His power in:

Ephesians 1:18-19 . . . I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might.

God uses His power to enlighten us, to help us understand His calling, and to know the riches and glory of His inheritance that He generously shares with the saints.

Ephesians 3:7 . . . of which I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.

God uses His power to make the worst of sinners a minister of the gospel.

Philippians 3:20-21 . . . For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21) who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

God uses His power to transform puny, corrupt bodies into glorious resurrection bodies like our resurrected Savior’s body.

LESSON #28  (3-17-11)  
. . . with all power and signs and false wonders . . .  Satan will pull out all the stops to empower Anti-Christ to perform supernatural feats that will convince most all people that he is God. Jesus warned that false prophets would come producing signs and wonders in:

Matthew 24:24 . . . For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.

Acts 2:22 . . . Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know . . .

Satan, the great counterfeiter, will make the anti-Christ credible by employing the same methods God used to reveal that Jesus is the Messiah, the One the prophets spoke of.

In Exodus 7:11,  Pharaoh’s sorcerers turned their staffs into serpents just as Moses had done, but they were pseudo. The serpent that came from Moses’ staff ate the serpents that came from the sorcerer’s staff. This was an illustration and preview of how God’s power will prevail over Satan’s power when all of Satan’s efforts come to naught and he is cast into the Lake of Fire.
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It must be remembered that Satan can produce what appears to be supernatural phenomenon. Many people claim they have had an epiphany. In general terms, the term ”religious epiphany" is used when a person realizes his faith, when he is convinced that an event or happening was really caused by the deity or being of his faith.

"Supernatural" is the name of a supernatural drama television series created by Eric Kripke,that follows brothers Sam (Jared Padalecki) and Dean Winchester (Jensen Ackles) as they travel throughout the United States hunting supernatural creatures. Their main adversaries throughout the series are demons. The brothers first attempt to hunt down Azazel—the demon responsible for their mother's death—and then Lilith—who holds the contract for Dean's soul and attempts to free Lucifer. The fifth season features the rise of the fallen angel, whom the Winchesters must stop to prevent the Apocalypse. The series borrows heavily from folklore and urban legends, and explores Pagan and Christian mythology. Wickipedia
“In spite of his denials, Schuller persistently promotes New Agers and their concepts, the deadliest of which is shamanism, the visualization of spirit guides. This occult technique (learned from demons posing as “Masters” of a “Temple of Wisdom” on the “astral plane”) was first brought into the business world by Napoleon Hill, whose teachings Schuller promotes, Sep./Oct. 1988.

"Possibilities, for example: While Hill was bringing visualization communication with spirit guides into the secular world, Agnes Sanford took it into the church as part of “inner healing.” Despite Seduction’s warnings and documentation, this most subtle and

dangerous witchcraft practice is more than ever being promoted and defended by church leaders and “Christian psychologists.” It is also being used to contact “God” or “Jesus” in “dialogue with God,” or “two-way prayer.” Only a demon posing as “God” or “Christ,” like the genie that appears in the bottle when the lamp is rubbed, appears to those who follow the relaxation/visualization formula. The Berean Call, "New Age Inroads Into the Church", July 1989, by Dave Hunt
“Occultists were the world’s first and only scientists for thousands of years. To work their sorcery through the “laws of manifestation,” occultists have always used three scientific techniques: positive thinking, positive speaking and visualizing. All three are now accepted and used in the evangelical church. No one has promoted these occult techniques as successfully as Paul Yonggi Cho, pastor of the world’s largest church, in Seoul, Korea. Of positive speaking (confession), Cho declares, “You create the presence of Jesus with your mouth....He is bound by your lips and by your words....” 

"As for visualization, the most powerful occult technique, Cho writes, “Through visualization and dreaming, you can incubate your future and hatch the results.” In the foreword to Cho’s bestknown book, The Fourth Dimension, Schuller writes of visualization, “Don’t try to understand it. Just start to enjoy it! It’s true. It works. I tried it. Thank you—Paul Yonggi Cho—for allowing the Holy Spirit to give this message to us and to the world.” Cho says God revealed to him that “spirit is the fourth dimension.” Contained within it is a creative force. Cho says God created  the universe by visualizing it—and that anyone, occultist or Christian, Satan or God, can create in the same manner through applying “the laws of the fourth dimension.” Yes, one need not be a Christian to tap the energy in the atom—and so it is with the “spiritual energy” of religious science.” The Berean Call, Science & God, Sept' 92, by Dave Hunt
LESSON #29  (3-22-11)   
Verse 10  . . . and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish . . . APOLLUMI, 

part. pa. to destroy, void, perish, or bring to naught; to put to death physically. It also speaks of eternal death which is called “the second death” in Rev. 20:14. However, it does not carry the meaning of annihilation or of being caused to cease to exist.
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People who do not know the Bible are suckers for signs, visions, and wonders. The Word of God is more reliable than what we see. Satan is the great deceiver who will easily deceive the entire world.

. . . and with all the deception of wickedness . . . APATE n. dsf; deceit or delusion; deceptive.  Many people believe that the devil is red, has horns and a tail, and that he carries a trident. Actually, quite the contrary is true. The Bible describes him as an angel of light: 
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 . . . For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14) No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15) Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness whose end will be according to their deeds.

There is an old saying, “Those who do not stand for something will fall for anything.” People who are not rooted and grounded in the Word of God will fall for all kinds of signs. There is only one way to distinguish whether something is true or false, and that is to hold it up to the light of the Word of God.

John 8:31-32 . . . So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If (3rd) you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

The purpose of false teachers is to deceive the unsuspecting:

Romans 3:13 . . . Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving, "the poison of asps is under their lips".

Romans 16:17-18 . . . Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.  18) For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

1 Corinthians 6:9 . . . Do not be deceived . . .

1 Corinthians 15:33 . . . Do not be deceived . . . 

Galatians 6:7 . . . Do not be deceived . . .

James 1:16 . . . Do not be deceived . . .

Ephesians 5:6 . . . Let no one deceive you . . .

2 Thessalonians 2:3 . . . Let no one in any way deceive you . . .

1 John 3:7 . . . Little children, make sure no one deceives you . . .
Matthew 24:4 . . . Take heed that no man deceive you . . . 

2 Timothy 3:13 . . . But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

Titus 1:10 . . . For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,

The anti-Christ will be different from every other deceiver because he will deceive the whole world:

Revelation 12:9 . . . and Satan, who deceives the whole world . . .  He will deceive the world through his agent, the anti-Christ.

Revelation 13:14 . . . And he deceives those who dwell on the earth . . .

Revelation 18:23 . . . all the nations were [will be] deceived by your sorcery.

Revelation 20:3 . . . and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

Revelation 20:8 . . . and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth. . .
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Revelation 20:10 . . . And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone. . .
When you combine signs and wonders with deception and wickedness, you have something  powerfully evil. 

. . . for those who perish . . . APOLLUMI part. pa; to destroy, void, perish, lose, or to bring to naught; to put to death physically. It also speaks of eternal death which is called “the second death” in Rev. 20:14. However, it does not carry the meaning of annihilation or of causing one's existence to cease.

There are only three other verses that use this word as a present, active, plural, dative, masculine participle:

1 Corinthians 1:18 . . . For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing  [pres. mid. part.]  foolishness, but to us who are being saved  [pres. pas. part.]  it is the power of God.

2 Corinthians 2: 14-16 . . . But thanks be to God, who always leads us  [believers] in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him  [the sweet aroma is the knowledge of doctrine]  in every place. 15) For we  [believers who give the gospel]  are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved  [accept the gospel]  and among those who are perishing  [reject the gospel];  16) to the one  [unbeliever] an aroma from death  [spiritual death]  to death  [eternal death, 2nd death], to the other [believer] an aroma from life  [spiritual life]  to life  [eternal life].

· The “triumph in Christ “ relates to the triumphal procession in ancient times where the victors of battle would parade down the streets and receive praise and glory.
· It is one thing to have victory, but it is quite another thing to smell or to know victory.
· Believers are in the process of being delivered and unbelievers are in the process of being vanquished.
LESSON #30  (3-24-11)   
2 Corinthians 4:3 . . . And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.

. . .  because they did not receive the love of the truth . . . DECHOMAI  v. ami; to accept an offer deliberately and readily; to take to oneself what is presented or brought by another; to receive.  Zodhiates, S. The Complete Word  Study Dictionary: New Testament   

The middle voice highlights volition. It signifies that the subject is being affected by its own action or is acting upon itself. Their own choice brings about their condemnation. God will provide everything that is needed for those who want to know the truth. No one will have an excuse for remaining spiritually ignorant.

. . . the love of the truth . . . ALETHEIA  n. gsf; spoken of what is true in itself; purity from all error or falsehood. What is truth? The Bible tells us.

John 17:17 . . . Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

John 14:6 . . . Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

Those who love Christ do so because they know and love His Word. No one can love Christ and not love His Word.  Wise believers know the importance of God’s Word:
Proverbs 4:5-6 . . . Acquire wisdom [B.D.]!  Acquire understanding!  Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.  6) "Do not forsake her  [B.D.], and she will guard you; Love her, and she will watch over you.

How can we not love the Truth when we see so many people who are confused, frustrated, angry, and full of doubt and worry because they do not love the Truth. 
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We call this love of Truth "positive volition". The sad reality is that the people of this world simply do not have it. 

They have bought Satan's lie that they can find happiness, security, and fulfillment apart from God. These poor lost souls are willing to talk about anything except God or His Word. They change the subject when anything of a spiritual nature is brought up. All the “God stuff” is foolishness to them.

1 Corinthians 2:14 . . . But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

. . . so as to be saved . . .  SOZO  inf. ap; to save, deliver, make whole, or preserve safe from danger, loss, or destruction. These unbelievers did not receive salvation, will not be saved from the horrible suffering of the Tribulation, and will not be saved from the Lake of Fire. 

LESSON #31  (3-29-11)  

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12  

And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false,  12) in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

And for this reason . . . Because of their negative volition and their love for the lie rather than Truth, God will give them what they want. They will embrace lies over Truth, so that’s what they’ll get.

. . . God will send upon them a deluding influence . . . Some people have a hard time accepting this and some allege that sending a deluding influence would impugn the character of God. Nonsense !  God does not cause their unbelief, but He does set the stage for them to demonstrate it and thus, openly earn their own condemnation.

Romans 1:28 . . . And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,

“Although the thought of God permitting or even capitalizing on the performance of evil is on the surface disturbing, it is consistent with the absolute sovereignty of God. A sovereign God must be sovereign over evil as well as good, otherwise he is not really sovereign at all.” The New American Commentary (248). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers Martin, D. M. (2001). Vol. 33: 1, 2 Thessalonians 

. . . influence. . .   ENERGEIA  n. asf; work, energy, power as exhibited in mighty works. This word suggests that it is the anti-Christ who will be able to deceive through signs and false wonders through the work of Satan, verse 9. God will enable this deception to happen when He removes the one who restrains the man of lawlessness/Anti-Christ. 

John 8:41-44 . . . You are doing the deeds of your father." They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God."  42) Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me; for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me.  43) "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word.  44) "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.

John 12:39-40 . . . For this cause they  [the Pharisees]  could not believe, for Isaiah said again,  40) "He has blinded their eyes, and He hardened their heart; lest they see with their eyes, and perceive with their heart, and be converted, and I heal them." 41) These things Isaiah said, because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him.  42) Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;
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. . . so that they might believe what is false . . . Those who accept Anti-Christ will reject Jesus Christ and those who accept Jesus Christ will reject the anti-Christ. The anti-Christ will force the issue as to where one stands. It will become very obvious whether one accepts Anti-Christ as the messiah by taking the mark, Rev. 13:16-17, or accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and refuse to take the mark, Rev. 20:4.

“But sadder still than bitter rejection of the Son of God is this: that such rejection so hardens the heart that the light is forever shut out, and even God turns aside from His work of grace, becomes silent, and having done all, allows the man to go his way in “outer darkness”. 
Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 107 (107:112). Dallas Theological Seminary.  
“Divine hardening was never arbitrarily implemented but was in response to rejection of God’s authoritative Word or standards.” “Divine Hardening in the Old Testament", Robert B. Chisholm Jr. Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 153 (153:410). Dallas Theological Seminary. “Divine Hardening in the Old Testament” by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 153 (153:410). 

Some propose that God allowed or permitted deception rather than causing or actively promo-ting it. The article’s thesis is this: God is truthful in that He keeps His unconditional promises to His people and fulfills His sovereign decrees and oaths. God’s commitment to truthfulness, however, does not mean that He never uses deceit as a method of judgment on sinners. He does so without compromising His truthful character and righteousness."   “Does God Deceive?” by Robert B. Chisholm Jr. is Professor of Old Testament Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tex.
Verse 12 . . . in order that they all may be judged . . . KRINO  v. aps; to separate, distinguish, discriminate between good and evil; used in the sense of passing judgment upon or condemning. The root cause of their condemnation is their unbelief. They accept the lie because they reject the Truth of the gospel.

John 3:18 . . . He that believeth on him is not condemned  [judged, ppi]  but he that believeth not is condemned   [judged, rpi]  already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

This verse is important because it shows that no one is condemned for their sins but for refusing to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. This principle has never changed and has held true since the beginning of time throughout every dispensation.

God reveals Himself as faithful, blameless, and pure to those who are characterized by these qualities, verses 25–26a, but wicked and deceptive rebels find He is a resolute and dangerous foe who will frustrate their efforts, verse 26b, and even utilize deceit to bring them down. 
LESSON #32  (3-31-11)  

Psalm 18:25-26 . . . With the kind Thou dost show Thyself kind;  with the blameless Thou dost show Thyself blameless;  26) with the pure Thou dost show Thyself pure; and with the crooked Thou dost show Thyself (NAS) astute, (NIV) shrewd, (KJV) forward, (RSV) perverse, (ESV) tortuous.  PATAL  (פָּתַל) hithpael, sing. masc; twisted.
“As Alexander, commenting on Psalm 18:26, states, “the same course of proceeding which would be perverse in itself or towards a righteous person, when pursued towards a sinner becomes a mere act of vindicatory justice.” 

“God’s needy and faithful people will always find Him reliable and truthful, but His enemies may discover He is willing and able to use deception and enticement towards evil to hasten their journey down the pathway of destruction they have chosen to travel.” 

Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 155 (155:28). Dallas Theological Seminary. 
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In our modern-day, secularized, sophisticated, technically-advanced society, what one believes really doesn’t matter much. Post-modernism, ecumenism, and most religions quickly point out that what you believe is of little importance. Few believers know why they believe what they believe.

One of Satan’s biggest lies is that it really doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are loyal to what you believe. There are several paths to God. Your path may be different from mine but it doesn’t matter because they both lead to God. What about John 14:6?

Most people think making an issue over a point of doctrine is unnecessary and perhaps even be rude. There is a prevalent idea that it is impolite to discuss religion or politics in mixed company.

Our society and our language has become so sanitized by political correctness that most Christians have become intimidated and have lost their savor. 

Matthew 5:13 . . . "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.

Does the deluding influence God is going to send mean that those who do not believe the gospel before the man of sin is revealed, and who are therefore not caught up to meet the Lord at the Rapture but still live on the earth, cannot be saved after the man of lawlessness is revealed? Can people who recognize but knowingly reject the truth of the gospel before the Rapture be saved after the Rapture takes place? 

Some think God sends anyone rejecting the gospel before the Tribulation a deluding influence so they can't believe it during the Tribulation. Things to consider:

· The policy of God deluding stiff-necked, Christ-rejecters is nothing new. It can be found not only    in the N.T., but also in the O.T.

· The Rapture will no doubt convince many who were unbelievers to believe the validity of the gospel and Bible.

· There will be hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of believers in the Tribulation. Where did they come from? The fact that they are in the Tribulation means they either didn't hear the gospel or they rejected it prior to the Tribulation. 

2 Peter 3:9  is still true even during the Tribulation.
. . . The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
. . . but took pleasure . . . EUDOKEO  part. aa; EU, good, + DOKEO, to think = to be well pleased, to think well of something, or to take pleasure in something.

. . . in wickedness . . . ADIKIA  n. dsf; injustice; what is not conformable with justice; what ought not to be; that which is wrong; unrighteousness. This word is the opposite of “DIKAIOSUNE” righteousness and “ALETHEIA” truth. 
John 7:18 . . . He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness [ADIKIA] in Him.

Most people think of wickedness as it relates to overt sins such as drunkenness, fornication, adultery, idolatry, etc. But these come from the immoral trend of one’s Old Sin Nature. What must be included in taking pleasure in wickedness are the more subtle sins that come from the moral trend of the Old Sin Nature such as self-righteous arrogance, judging, gossiping, criticizing, maligning, boasting, etc.

People who reject God like doing their own thing and take pleasure in doing whatever they want without the constraints imposed by an authoritative God. They are mistaken to think they are free. 
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They are not free but enslaved by their Old Sin Natures and lust patterns. Many are addicted to alcohol, drugs, sex, pornography, shopping, video games, telephones, and work.

What they all really want only God can give them, but since they have rejected Him, they frantically seek security, courage, fulfillment, peace, contentment, acceptance, happiness, and love wherever they can get it.

EXPLANATION OF 

John 5:28-29
4-5-11
LESSON #33  (4-5-11)   
John 5:28-29 . . . "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice,  29) and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds  [AGATHOS, good of intrinsic value, Divine Good]   to a resurrection of life   [1st resurrection],  those who committed the evil deeds  [worthless acts, human good]   to a resurrection of judgment   [2nd resurrection at the Great White Throne]."
. . . evil deeds . . .  PHAULOS  s adj. apn; vile, evil, wicked, foul, corrupt, good-for-nothing, depraved, worthless, mediocre, unimportant. being low-grade or morally substandard. This word does not refer to sins ! 
Many take this verse to support the idea that there is only one judgment in the future. There will be a future hour when all people who have died will hear Christ’s voice and be resurrected, the ones who have done good deeds and the ones who have done evil/worthless deeds.

Many believe the good works a person does will guarantee his resurrection of life. 

What good would a person have to do to merit this? 

How many good deeds would be enough? 

What if he did many good deeds and then stopped?

Romans 8:8 . . . and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Isaiah 64:6 . . . For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Romans 3:9-12 . . . What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;  10) as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one;  11) There is none who understands; there is none who seeks for God;  12) All have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good; there is not even one."

Ecclesiastes 7:20 . . . Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.

Ephesians 2:9-10 . . . For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Romans 4:5 . . . But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,

Titus 3:5 . . . Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but by His mercy, He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.

"The good deeds" of those in the 1st Resurrection:
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a. Only believers can produce “Divine Good” that is acceptable to God. He accepts it because He is the One who produces it through the Filling of the H.S. 

      "Those who did the good deeds is a way of saying that these people believed the gospel. 

Their good deeds are not the reason they will be in the 1st resurrection.

b.  “In the perspective of God and from the vantage point of eternity those who participate in the resurrection of life can be identified without equivocation or qualification as “those who have done good.” There no longer remains anything in His view of them—however minute—that could invite His judgment!”  Zane Hodges, Vol. 136: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 136. 1979 (542) (161). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.
c.  “In sharpest contrast to the lost who have done “the evil things,” these recipients of God’s saving grace and power stand together in the resurrection of life under one common designation as “those who have done good”!   Ibid

d.  A person is not saved by doing good, but he does good because he has been saved. Good works are not the root of salvation but rather the fruit. They are not the cause, but the effect.  Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (Jn 5:29). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
John 5:24 . . . "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment   [it is impossible for believers to be judged at the GWT],  but has passed  [v. rai]  out of death into life.
John 5:28-29 . . . "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice . . .  

LESSON #34  (4-7-11)  

Below is an absolutely horrible interpretation of verse 29:
“In this decisive hour (hōra, the NIV again has “time”) the division that takes place will be based on what people have “done” (5:29). Because that believing is often superficial (cf. 2:23–25), the integrity of believing is to be judged by a person’s activity, not merely by what a person says.”    The New American Commentary (241). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
This person has made an assertion the Bible never makes.  The genuineness of one’s salvation is never judged by one’s activity or behavior.  However, good behavior may possibly reveal that a believer has recently cited his known sins to God the Father, is in temporal fellowship with God, is filled with the Holy Spirit, and is producing Divine Good that will be rewarded for all eternity. 
Most people believe that their behavior is linked to eternal salvation so they strive to be good enough to be justified before God. They think they are saved by keeping the Law. 

Galatians 2:16 . . . nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

Galatians 3:24-26 . . . Therefore the Law has become our tutor   [teaching us that we cannot keep the Law] to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.  
25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 2:21 . . .  I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."  
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Galatians 3:11-13 . . . Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "The righteous man shall live by faith."  12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "He who practices them [over 600 rules of the Mosaic Law]  shall live by them." 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law [those who try to be justified by the Law are under a curse],  having become a curse for us   [Christ took the curse of the Law on Himself on the cross so that we would be free of it] . . .
There is more than 1 resurrection in the future:

“As the text makes clear, there are two resurrections: one to life, the other to judgment. Scripture is quite innocent of the concept of one general resurrection and judgment designed to distinguish the saved from the lost”. 
There is no need for a general resurrection to determine who is saved and who is lost. That is already set when a person dies. He either believed in Jesus Christ and is saved, or he rejected Him and is lost.

"For the Apostle John, in particular, no such idea is at all pertinent since in Revelation 20 he sharply distinguishes the first and second resurrections and separates them by an interval of one thousand years (Rev 20:4–6)." Ibid  
Revelation 20:4-6 . . . And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life [at the 2nd Advent] and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  5) The rest of the dead   [unbelievers]  did not come to life until the thousand years were completed  [they will be judged at the GWT].  This is the first resurrection [verse 4].  6) Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power . . .

THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF AT LEAST 3 FUTURE RESURRECTIONS:

FOR BELIEVERS

1. Church Age believers at the Rapture,  1 Thess. 4:13-18.
1 Corinthians 15:22-23 . . . For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all  [believers] shall be made alive.  23) But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming . . . 

2. O.T. & Tribulation believers at the 2nd Advent,  Dan. 12:1-2
FOR UNBELIEVERS
3. Unbelievers at the Great White Throne,  Rev. 20:11-15
Revelation 20:4-6 . . . And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life   [1st resurrection]  and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5) The rest of the dead did not come to life   [2nd resurrection]  until the thousand years were completed. This  [resurrection of believers in vs. 4]   is the first resurrection.  6) Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death [unbelievers who experienced the 2nd resurrection]   has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

But aren’t believers judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ?
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2 Corinthians 5:10 . . . For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good  [AGATHOS]   or bad  [PHAULOS].
Rom. 14:10

1 Cor. 3:13-15

Heb. 6:7-12
LESSON #35  (4-12-11)  

2 Thessalonians 2:13  

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth,  14) and it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

But we should always give thanks to God for you . . . Paul said this for the second time in this epistle. The first time was in:
2 Thessalonians 1:3 . . . We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater . . .
In that verse, he was grateful that their faith had grown as well as their love for one another, while in this verse, he is directing his gratitude more in God’s direction than the Thessalonians'. Paul was always thanking God for his fellow believers. 

1 Corinthians 1:4 . . . I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus . . .
1 Thessalonians 1:2 . . . We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers . . .
. . . brethren beloved by the Lord . . . Here again, we are reminded of Paul’s enduring love towards his fellow believers and the affectionate love of the Lord towards them as well.
. . . because God has chosen you from the beginning . . . 
Ephesians 1:3-4 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4) just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love.

“Whosoever will may come.” The “whosoever wills” are the chosen ones, and the “whosoever won’ts” are the nonelect. Jesus said, “… If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink” (John 7:37). That is a legitimate offer of salvation—a sincere, definite offer with no complications attached. If you don’t come, the reason is not because you are not elected. Not at all. The reason you don’t come is that you’re not thirsty; that is, you don’t think you need a Savior.”       McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the Bible Commentary (electronic ed.) (2 Th 2:14).
Christ was elected in eternity past, according to Isaiah 42:1. Election for the believer means to share the election and destiny of Christ. Jesus Christ was elected, as it were, first because He was commissioned to be a Royal High Priest. Therefore, He was elected, and as members of the body of Christ in the Church Age, we share in that election as well as that royal priesthood.

. . . for salvation . . . SOTERIA  n. asf; as we have gone over in the past, this word at times is used for eternal salvation and at other times, for temporal deliverance. Sometimes, it can mean both as it does in this verse. Read 1 Tim. 2:15.
LESSON #36  (4-14-11)  
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. . . through sanctification by the Spirit . . .  HAGIOSMOS  s n. dsm; to sanctify. sanctification, sometimes translated “holiness”, separation unto God. There are two kinds of sanctification:

1) Positional or Lawful Sanctification:  

2)  Experiential Sanctification:
Every believer is permanently set apart                    Some believers grow in grace & 

to God at the moment they believe in 
knowledge and are set apart by God

Jesus Christ.
for special rewards and blessings.

Time       

One moment                   
Lifetime
For                        
All believers                    
Some believers
Condition              
Faith in Christ                
Spiritual Maturity
Volition/BD        
Negative if no growth/application   
Positive to BD 
Heaven                  
Inhabit only if no growth/application       
Inherit 
Rewards                
No rewards if no growth/application         
Yes 
Grace                     
Logistical only if no growth/application    
Super
Spiritual Status 
Baby if no growth/application   
Adult         

Relation
Enemy if no growth/application              
Friend 
Classification         
Loser if no growth/application             
Winner
. . . chosen you from the beginning. . .  looked back to the past, and now sanctification by the Spirit looks to the present. You are sanctified both as to position and as to practice.

LESSON #37  (4-19-11)  
. . . and faith in the truth . . .  The Holy Spirit certainly enables us to be experientially sanctified, it would not happen apart from Him, but it would never happen if we don’t have faith in the truth. Truth (BD) that is heard but not believed will not deliver you from the power and temptations of the world, nor will it protect you from the lies and deception of Satan.

The importance of believing the truth can hardly be overstated. People make decisions based on what they believe and those decisions can be devastating if they are based on lies. It is probably safe to say that there is more lies, deceit, and deception than ever before. We have access to more information than anyone who has come before us and most of it is tainted to some degree with that which is untrue.

In our Lord’s prayer to the Father on our behalf He said in John 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.”

Our only safeguard against being devastated by believing so many lies is to weigh everything against the Word of Truth. We can depend on the Word of God for everything in life.

2 Peter 1:3  seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
Faith in the truth is not only how we are eternally saved, it is also how one is saved from being destroyed by the hidden land mines of lies and deception that are scattered everywhere we go.

LESSON #38  (4-21-11)  
2 Thessalonians 2:14  

 . . . and it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This verse is great because it gives our life meaning after we have been eternally saved by believing the gospel. Being eternally saved is the beginning, not the end. God wants us to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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So many believers miss this. So many think their purpose in life is to rear good children. Husbands think their mission is to be good providers and wives to keep a good home. These are honorable and noble goals, but they are not the purpose for which God left us on earth after we were born again.

Our purpose is to glorify God by being conformed to His Son, thereby sharing His glory. This will never happen by striving to be good, moral people. This cannot be achieved socially or morally because it is a spiritual issue. The only way it will happen is for us to become experientially sanctified through learning and applying God’s Word.

Romans 8:28-30 . . . And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30) and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Romans 9:23-24 . . . And He did so  [demonstrated His power and wrath]  in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 24) even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-7 . . . Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.  3) For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality . . .  7) For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.

God’s choice of believers is timeless; it took place in eternity past, whereas His call through the gospel is current. The call of God to the Thessalonians and their positive response should lead us to living as people of God in the present, as well as to sharing in the glories of the Kingdom of God in the future, cf. 1 Thess 2:12; 4:7; 5:24.

. . . through our gospel . . . EUAGGELION  n. gsn; EU, good + AGGELLO, news = good news or glad tidings. 

Many have fallen for a false gospel of works for salvation, confusing it with works commanded of us after salvation:

Galatians 1:6-7 . . . I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7) which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:4 . . . For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.

LESSON #39  (4-26-11)  
. . . that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . DOXA  n. gsf; from DOKÉŌ, to think, recognize, glory. "A look at the root word of DÓXA, DOKÉŌ (1380), to think or suppose, is necessary. Etymologically, the word primarily means thought or opinion, especially favorable human opinion, and thus in a secondary sense reputation, praise, honor splendor." Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Studyz Dictionary: New Testament
In eternity past, God not only designed a plan for us to acquire eternal salvation, but also for us to gain or share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is remarkable knowing Romans 3:23 that says "all of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God."  What amazing grace that we go from falling short of the glory of God to gaining the glory of God. He gets all the credit.
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So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

So then, brethren . . .  could be translated “Then” or “Therefore” because it connects what has just been said with what is about to be said. It could also be translated, “with this in mind”. Again, he addressed them as brothers, fellow believers in the Lord.

. . . stand firm . . . STEKO v. pam; to stand firm. 

1 Corinthians 16:13  . . . Be on the alert  [pam],  stand firm  [pam]  in the faith, act  [pmm]  like men,  be strong  [ppm]. 

Philippians 1:27 . . . Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ   [as a member of the Royal Family of God],  so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm [pai]   in one spirit   [of unity and co-operation],  with one mind   [literally, one soul, as one man]   striving together   [we should strive with one another, not against one another]   for the faith of the gospel   [the body of truth emphasizing grace].

The Church is much like an athletic team, it requires a joint effort, everyone pulling together to fulfill the mission of glorifying our Lord by what we think, what we say, and what we do. 

Believers are commanded to stand firm for the faith they do so because they are obedient and because they believe in the promises of God. Believing and standing firm go hand in hand. We stand by our faith in God.

Romans 11:20-21 . . . Quite right, they [the Jews] were broken off for their unbelief [5th cycle of discipline], but you [Gentiles] stand [rai] by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;  21) for if God did not spare the natural branches [Jews], He will not spare you [Gentiles], either.

2 Corinthians 1:24 . . . Not that we [apostles] lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing firm.

2 Corinthians 1:23-24 . . . But I [Paul] call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you [embarrassment] I did not come again to Corinth [to straighten you out].  24) Not that we lord it over your faith [apostles/pastors are not dictators, they present doctrinal principles but cannot or should not try to force compliance], but are workers with you for your joy [apostles/pastors work by communicating B.D., joy comes from responding to doctrine, not submitting to a dictator]; for in [by] your faith [in doctrine] you are standing [rai] firm.

Prayers from other believers are certainly helpful in standing firm for the faith.

Colossians 4:12 . . . Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring [part. pm] earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.

Putting on the full armor of God helps us to stand firm against the whiles of the devil.

Ephesians 6:11 . . . Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

We haven’t done everything to be able to stand firm unless we put on the full armor of God.

Ephesians 6:13 . . . Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

We are to stand firm for the grace of God and not be lured into any form of legalism.

1 Peter 5:10b-11b  . . . the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you . . . I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm [aam] in it!
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Romans 5:1-2 . . . Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2) through whom  [J.C.]  also we have obtained [rai]  our introduction [access to God the Father]  by faith  [at salvation] into this grace in which we stand  [rai];  and we exult in hope of the glory of God.

Galatians 5:1 . . . It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm  [pam] and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery  [legalism].

Focusing on the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, who could return at any time, is a motivating force that helps us to stand firm 

Philippians 4:1 . . . Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way  [eagerly anticipating the rapture]   stand firm  [pam]  in the Lord, my beloved.

No believer can stand firm for the grace of God without standing firm for the gospel.

1 Corinthians 15:1 . . . Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand  [rai] . . .
LESSON #40  (4-27-11)  
THE  WRONG WAY TO “STAND FIRM”:

1. Using or flaunting your superior knowledge of Bible doctrine in order to lord it over others.

a. This is a manifestation of power lust.  It is a huge turn-off to others that drives others away from truth and grace.

b. Arguing with unbelievers over non-essentials is one of the worst things you can do. Who cares if they hunt Easter eggs, dress up like Santa Claus, or go trick-or-treating?  What does it matter if they are drunkards or tea-totalers?  Whether they tithe or don’t tithe, go to church or stay at home to watch cartoons, whether they have been sprinkled or dunked?  So what if women insist on wearing a head covering or refuse to wear pants? So what if they allegedly speak in tongues or claim that they can supernaturally heal the sick?  Whatever they believe about homosexuals, abortion, gun control, or politics does not matter. These people are on their way to hell. and the only spiritual thing they can understand is the gospel thanks to the Holy Spirit's ministry of common grace. You can win an argument but lose a soul.

2. Making a stand on a non-essential
a. Any time a believer makes a big deal out of a non-essential, he makes the non-essential the issue and obscures the real issue. It is not our job as Christians to point out every minor doctrinal error in other believers. God did not appoint us to be doctrinal dictators nor does He expect us to correct everyone else’s thinking; that is His job.

b. 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 . . . For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.  20) To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law;  21) to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law.  22) To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.
c. Galatians 2:3-5 . . . But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4) But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  5) But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.

Compare the above scripture with the following: 
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Acts 16:1-3 . . . Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek,   2) and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  3) Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.

Was Paul being a hypocrite? Absolutely not, he was using great discernment.  He was inflexible in Jerusalem when the issue was works vs. grace but flexible when it came to gaining the ear of legalistic people in order that they might be saved.

 3.   The soap box and pulpit
a.  No one needs to get on a soap box or get behind a pulpit to stand firm for the truth. Orations
and pontifications are not necessary, in fact, they are  counterproductive. People tend to

tune out when someone tries to dominate a conversation. 

b.  The most effective way to reach someone is through a dialog, not a monolog. If one person is doing all the talking, its not a conversation. Many see it as a speech or a lecture that they rather not hear.

Isaiah 1:18 . . ."Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD . . .
 4. Don’ts

a. Don’t let a conversation degenerate into an argument.

b. Don’t appear to be superior, nobody likes to talk to a “know-it-all”.

c. Don’t preach to them or talk to them in a condescending manner.

d. Don’t tell them, “Your wrong!”. That puts them on the defensive and they are more likely to argue with you. Let them see for themselves that they are wrong by the questions you ask.

e. Don’t push. If a person rejects what you say, don’t pressure them. It is the Holy Spirit that 

will convict them of the truth, not you.
f. Don’t take rejection personally. Our job is to stand firm for the truth; we are not responsible for the negative volition of others.


THE  RIGHT WAY TO “STAND FIRM” :

1.   Questions
a. How can you address an issue with someone properly if you don’t know what they think about it?

b. How can you find out what a person thinks about an issue unless you ask them?

c. What is a better way to keep someone engaged in a conversation than asking them questions?

d. Is there a better way to get people to think than asking them questions?  

e. Isn’t it better to ask someone what his beliefs are based on rather than to preach or lecture him on what you believe?

f. Most people state their position on an issue they’ve never even thought through, and have  

never been challenged or questioned about it.  Wouldn’t a person be more open to the truth if he or she were forced to answer questions about the position they’ve taken and can't defend? 

g.  When someone makes a statement that is incorrect and you question him about it, he is 

           obligated to defend his statement. If he can’t defend it, he will be more open to the truth 

           and listen to what you have to say. Doesn’t that seem to be a better approach than telling him   

           everything you know about the Bible and hoping something sticks?

      h.  Are you going to remember the importance of asking questions the next time you have an 

           opportunity to stand firm for the truth?

2.  Attitude

a.  Remain humble and objective. We can’t afford to take offense or get angry even if a person says something that is offensive to us.
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b.  We must always treat people in a loving way. People are moved more by your concern and consideration for them than they are by how much knowledge you may have. We are to “speak the truth in love”, Eph. 4:14.
c.   The people who disagree with you, whether they are believers or unbelievers, are not your enemies, and they have a right to their opinion. You are not to belittle them or disparage them in any way. You are to lovingly persuade them to accept the truth based on the evidence, power, and reasonableness of God’s Word.

d.  Really listen to what the other person has to say and keep an open mind. There is a possibility that you could learn something from them or that you may be wrong.

e.   If you have no success in reaching someone, let go, back off. There are times that we must agree to disagree. Strive to keep any hard feeling from developing and to keep the lines of communication open. Maybe you’ll be successful the next time you have an opportunity to stand for the truth.

LESSON #41  (5-5-11)  
. . . and hold . . . KRATEO v. pam;  to hold fast; to take hold of;  to adhere strongly to something. The only way one can obey the command to “hold” on to something in this fashion is to be committed to it. What is held onto must be of the highest priority.   

. . . to the traditions . . . PARADOSIS sn. apf; a tradition, doctrine or injunction delivered or communicated from one to another; the content of instruction that has been handed down.

1 Corinthians 11:2 . . . Now I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you.

2 Thessalonians 3:6 . . . Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

Jude 1:17-19 . . . But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,  18) that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."  19) These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.

There is a difference between traditions/instructions believers passed down from the apostles and traditions/instructions handed down by elders and Pharisees. The former is based on the infallible and inspired Word of God and the latter is based on the bias and opinions of religious leaders, Matt. 15:1-9.

The Corban practice in view was that of pledging money or other material resources to the Temple to be paid upon one’s death. These funds would therefore not be transferred to anyone else but could still be used for one’s own benefit while one was alive.

“This verse [15] is sometimes used to justify the traditions of churches or of religious leaders. But any traditions which are contrary to the word of God are worthless and dangerous. If mere  human traditions are accepted as equal with the Bible, who is to decide which traditions are right and which are wrong?” MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments 
“The Pharisees delivered to the people by tradition their ancestors’ many injunctions which were not written in the Law of Moses. For this reason the sect of the Sadducees rejected them, saying that what was written should be esteemed obligatory, but that which came from oral tradition need not be observed.” Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament
LESSON #42  (5-10-11)
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. . . which you were taught . . . DIDASKO v. api; to instruct or tell someone what to do; to impart knowledge with the highest possible development of the pupil as the goal.

This aorist is a culminative aorist which emphasizes the results. In this case, the results come from the intake of doctrine. The passive voice means that the instruction must be received. We may actively seek instruction, but we will never learn unless we receive it. 

No one can learn unless he is humble. Learning does not take place unless one submits to the authority of the teacher. Arrogant people don’t learn because they are close-minded. Rather than listening to things they may not understand or agree with and give them real consideration, they quickly reject them. 

Believers should be good “Bereans”, Acts 17:11, and examine things taught in the Scriptures.

Paul did not want believers to be deceived either in the present, verses 3 & 7, or in the last days when a great deceiver will come on the scene. They must not be deceived by false prophecy, verses 2, or by false reports or forged letters. verses 2 & 15.

. . . whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. The mode of communication is not the issue. The accuracy of the communicator is the issue. The Apostle Paul’s veracity and authority was in tact whether he was speaking face-to-face or communicating through epistles. 

Face-to-face teaching is the most profitable, but when that is not possible, believers can grow spiritually through websites on the internet, radio and T.V. broadcasts, CDs, DVDs, MP3s, pod-casts,

and books.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,  17) comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.  

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father . . .
The Greek word order
  Αuτός    δέ    o   κύριος  ώς  Χριστός  καί   θεός    o     πατήρ   ώ

  Himself   now   the   Lord       our       Jesus        Christ      and   God     the      father      your.

“Himself” was placed at the beginning for emphasis. Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God the Father accomplished what the remaining of the sentence reveals. We find this same construction in the next chapter.

2 Thessalonians 3:16 . . . Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.

Paul was offering a prayer for divine help and encouragement for the Thessalonians to stand firm and to hold to the traditions they had been taught.

We all share a responsibility of mutual concern and mutual intercession for one another as we face the challenges of this life.

. . . who has loved us . . . AGAPAO   part. aa; "to esteem, love, indicating a direction of the will and finding one’s joy in something or someone. It differs from philéō (5368), to love, indicating feelings, warm affection, the kind of love expressed by a kiss (phílēma. To love, i.e., to regard with favor, goodwill, benevolence)".  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament
One of the misconceptions so prevalent today is that God loves us because of who we are and because of what good we do. Wrong! God loves us based on who and what He is. He always loves us with a maximum amount of love. 
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He doesn’t love us more at one time than He does another. His love is totally unaffected when we are arrogant, indifferent, unfaithful, hateful, disobedient, or even defiant. 

The aorist tense indicates that He loved us for a long time. In fact, He loved us in eternity past even before He created the earth. We cannot fathom the depth of the great love God has for us.

He did the most for us when we still unbelieving sinners and His enemies.

Romans 5:8-10 . . . But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9) Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10) For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Sometimes the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross is called “the unspeakable gift”. The idea that God would become man and die on a cross for sinful mankind is so phenomenal that it would be unthinkable and unspeakable to any rational creature. 

LESSON #43  (5-12-11)
Not only does He offer us this unspeakable gift, He also:

· Adopted us into His royal family 

· Gave us eternal life

· Ascribed to us His own perfect + Righteousness

· Appointed us to be His royal ambassadors

· Made us priests so that we can go straight to Him through our Lord Jesus Christ

· Gave us spiritual gifts

· Gave His wonderful immutable inerrant Word which is alive and powerful

· Gave us an eternal destiny 

· Offers us super grace rewards, decorations, crowns, privileges, and opportunities

· Prepared a dwelling place for us to live with Him for all eternity

· Gave us His Word 

· Granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness

· Gave us victory over death

· Promised to return and receive us as the Bride of Christ

· Has planned a royal wedding feast

· Promised to give us a resurrection body that is like that of our Lord

· Will deliver us from the wrath to come

. . . and given us eternal comfort . . . DIDOMI  part. aa;  to give; bestow upon, grant, permit, present, or cause;  to give as an expression of generosity. God is the ultimate Giver. The more He gives us, the more He is glorified. 

Again, the aorist is a past tense. God has given us more than we could ever ask or conceive of, and He gave it to us in eternity past. He put all of it in escrow and does everything possible for us to receive it. Comfort and hope is the focus of this verse.

. . . and given us eternal comfort . . . AIONIOS  sadj. asf;  eternal, unending, perpetual, abiding, or constant;  not affected by the limitations of time. PARAKALEO n.asf; encouragement, comfort, or exhortation. 

We have eternal comfort or encouragement in knowing that physical death is not the end, but the beginning. We have God’s immutable promise that we will live for all eternity with Him, and all pain, tears, and suffering we experience on earth will be a thing of the past.
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Some people go through life being worried or afraid all the time, dreading what may come, or full of anger and bitterness, while others seem to be happily content and able to take everything in stride. So what makes the difference? Where does eternal confidence and encouragement come from? 

Acts 15:30-31 . . . So, when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter.  31) And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.

Romans 15:4 . . . For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4) who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 . . . Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18) Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Do we have to be in the eternal state to have comfort? No. We need it now, so God supplies it through His Word and the Holy Spirit.

LESSON #43  (5-12-11)
. . . and good hope . . . ELPIS sn. asf; hope;  desire of some good with expectation of obtaining it;  looking forward to something with a reason for confidence respecting fulfillment;

confident expectation.

"The phrase 'good hope' was used by non-Christian writers to refer to life after death."               P. Otzen, “ ‘Gute Hoffnung’ bei Paulus,” ZNW 49 (1958): 283–85
1 Peter 1:3 . . . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead . . .

1 Peter 1:13 . . . Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 John 3:2-3 . . . Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  3) And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Hebrews 6:18b-19 . . . [that] we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  19) This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast

Endurance and hope are joined at the hip;  you can’t have one without the other. When hope is gone, so is endurance.

Hebrews 10:36 . . . For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.

Romans 12:12 . . . rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,

How can anyone persevere in tribulation without hope? The everyday grind of life will erode hope if it is not built up and strengthened daily by the Word of God.  

Psalm 42:10-11 . . . As a shattering of my bones, my adversaries revile me, While they say to me all day long, "Where is your God?"  11) Why are you in despair, O my soul? 
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And why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him, The help of my countenance, and my God.

Psalm 119:25 . . . My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word.

Psalm 119:49-50 . . . Remember the word to Thy servant, In which Thou hast made me hope.  50) This is my comfort in my affliction, That Thy word has revived me.

Romans 15:4 . . . For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Ignorance and hopelessness go together.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13 . . . But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.                                                                                                                                                   
. . . by grace . . . CHARIS sn. asf;  unmerited favor;  a favor done without expectation of return;  the absolute free expression of the loving kindness of God to men, finding its only motive in the bounty and benevolence of the Giver. 

These two little words keep us in touch with reality. We do not deserve blessing nor can we ever do anything that would deserve blessing and kindness from God. We can never demand such things from Him when condemnation and wrath are all we deserve from Him.

Grace can be defined as receiving God’s blessings and love which we do not deserve, while God’s mercy can be defined as not receiving what we do deserve. 

Verse 17   . . . comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.  

Comfort . . . PARAKALEO  v. aao.  In verse 16, we had the noun form of the word PARAKLESIS, but here, we have the verb form.  In this instance, the word means to instill someone with courage or cheer;  to comfort, encourage, or to cheer up.

Psalm 119:76 . . . O may Your lovingkindness comfort me, according to Your word to Your servant.

. . . and strengthen . . . STERIZO  v. aao; t o make steadfast in mind, confirm, or strengthen. It was Paul’s desire or wish that God would comfort and strengthen the Thessalonian believers. Remember how they were shaken from their composure and disturbed because of the false doctrines and lies that were being circulated in verse 2 ?

Paul could not know with certainty that they would receive comfort and strength. Why not? Because such was a potential involving their volition and attitude towards the Word of God and towards Paul.

. . . your hearts . . . KARDIA  n. apf;  the dominant portion of the soul;  the seat of the intellect which includes our norms and standards. True strength resides in the heart, not the body.

 . . . in every good work . . .  Of course we do not understand this in the general sense of good work that is done, but specifically as Divine Good accomplished in the filling of the Holy Spirit.

. . . and word . . . We are given two areas affected by the condition of our heart. What we do and what we say are certainly influenced by the condition of our heart when it is in an unsettled and weakened condition spiritually. 

If our thinking is off track, our behavior and our words will be off as well. Paul wanted them to be free of anxiety, believing that God would keep them through trials and sufferings, would enable them to produce Divine Good, and would preserve them till the day of Christ’s return. 










