Reversionism:   Backsliding / Falling Away
1.  Maladjustment to the justice of God.

a. At salvation, rejection of the gospel

b. Carnal believers’ failure to rebound

c. Spiritual growth reversionism is rejection or neglect of Bible doctrine.

2.  Reversionism is failure to grow spiritually

3.  Carnality vs. Reversionism

a. The difference between being spiritual or carnal, two opposite absolute statuses, depends on whether one is filled with the H.S. or not.

b. The difference between reversionism and supergrace is relative, based on the spiritual growth or spiritual decline of the believer.

c.  All reversionists are carnal. but not all carnal believers are reversionists.

d. While the carnal believer can be positive towards doctrine, the reversionist is always negative towards Bible doctrine.

e.  Carnal believers snap out of carnality when they rebound; reversionists don’t rebound.

4.   Reversionism does not occur overnight; it is a gradual process. It is usually imperceptible at first.

5.  The first stage of reversionism is brought on by DISTRACTION. Once distracted from one’s #1 priority, growing to spiritual maturity through the intake of Bible doctrine, the believer starts to react to circumstances and people. 

Reaction Factors take over: disillusionment, self-pity, boredom, loneliness, and frustration

6.  Once the believer is distracted from doctrine, he loses his contentment and happiness and launches out on a FRANTIC SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS.  As an antidote to his unhappiness, some form of stimulus is sought to compensate for his wretched condition. The direction he hurls himself can be towards lasciviousness or towards asceticism.  

    Ascetic:  One who practices strict self-denial as a means of religious discipline.
Lascivious:  One who pursues every means of self-gratification after the fulfillment of his lusts.    
The problem is that some misconstrue the ascetic as a spiritual giant and the lascivious believer as an unbeliever.  

7. Of course reaction to circumstances and people and the frantic search for happiness results in more misery which sets the stage for OPERATION BOOMERANG.  The misdirected attempts for pleasure are intensified and they inevitably backfire.  Discouragement becomes depression and loneliness becomes desolation.

    Common sense is lost and is replaced by emotions.

8.  This eventuates in EMOTIONAL REVOLT OF THE SOUL.  Emotions no longer function as the appreciator of the soul but as the dictator of the soul. Instead of the emotions functioning as a “responsive wife” the emotions becomes a “bossy female”;  2 Cor. 6:11-12
     Once the emotions take over, they become a tool for the OSN and capacity for life and happiness is replaced with the entire spectrum of misery.  Instead of seeking knowledge from doctrine, hyper-emotional experiences are sought.  Believers at this point become trouble- makers and are to be avoided, Rom. 16:17-18.
9. Negative volition starts as APATHY AND INDIFFERENCE, and it is at this point that a full blown revolt gets under way. Many times attacks are directed towards the pastor or others in the congregation. The reversionist starts to say “Doctrine doesn’t work” as they blame their malaise and unhappiness on the ineffectiveness of doctrine.

10. Unchecked negative volition towards doctrine catapults one into BLACKOUT OF THE SOUL.  Willful rejection of doctrine opens up a vacuum in the soul called mataiotes in the Greek and translated “vanity” or “futility” in the English, Eph. 4:17.  Doctrines of demons and human viewpoint are sucked into the void.  God is blamed for adversity and relief is sought through sublimation using alcohol, drugs or promiscuity to ease the pain.

11.  SCAR TISSUE OF THE SOUL, sometimes called “Hardness of Heart,” sets in.  It becomes harder for truth to penetrate the soul as scar tissue continues to accumulate.  False doctrines are sucked into the soul even more rapidly.  The atrophy of doctrine in the heart (kardia) takes place meaning there is no doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness and there is no new doctrine being learned.  

Insubordination against divinely constituted authority gets to the point of revolution, Neh. 9:16-17.  

12.  The final stage is REVERSE PROCESS REVERSIONISM.  Satan’s plan is substituted for God’s plan. At this point. the believer cannot be distinguished from an unbeliever. He begins facing in the opposite direction, away from God.  Priorities and values are reversed.  Earlier objects of affection are looked upon with scorn.  Superficial acquaintances are cultivated rather than true friendships. Bona fide objects of love become the target of indifference, hatred, bitterness, cruelty, maligning, judging, and revenge. The only thing next is the Sin Unto Death.

