2 Peter 3:18   But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Rom. 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans- formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS  NOT

1. It is not an emotional experience.

2. It is not achieved or maintained by good works or Christian service.

3. It is more than being a nice, moral person that is eager to do good in this world.

4. It is not acquired by observing Communion or by confession of sin.

5. It is not attained by superior intellect or any other special ability.

6. It is not automatically brought about by church attendance, sincerity, or zeal.

7. It is more than an academic knowledge of Biblical facts.

WHAT SPIRITUAL GROWTH  IS

1. Growing spiritually is a process of changing a person’s thinking, what he believes, and what he does.

2. It is a gradual operation that changes our thinking to line up with Christ’s thinking.   The  Word of God is referred to as “The mind of Christ”       ( I Corinthians 2:16 ).

3 . This process replaces common “Human Viewpoint” with an extraordinary way of thinking called “Divine Viewpoint”.

4. Spiritual growth is learning, thinking, 

    and applying Bible doctrine.  

                         Why Grow Up Sp. PP

3 More Commands – 2 Neg. & 1 Pos.

Ephesians 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

With the meaning of to cause grief, offend (Rom. 14:15; Eph. 4:30). Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament
1 Thessalonians 5:19   Do not quench the Spirit;

Figuratively to dampen, hinder, repress, as in preventing the Holy Spirit from exerting His full influence, (1 Thess. 5:19) Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary : New Testament
We disobey these commands every time we sin which hinders the H.S. influence and allows our flesh [OSN] to dominate us which         puts us into a state of Carnality.

Ephesians 5:18   And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

PLEROO  v. pres. pass. Imp.

To be filled with, to make full, to be fully influenced

How does one fulfill this  command?

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

When we confess, we go from Carnal to Spiritual.
1 Cor. 3:1-2

This is how we obey the command to be filled with the Spirit,  Eph. 5:18

“Lay aside every weight”     Heb. 12:1

“Judge ourselves”                1 Cor. 11:31

“Put off the old man”            Col. 3:9

PSEUDO – SPIRITUALITY

by Tabooism              

      by Ecstatics 

            by Ritualism                                                           

                   by Relativity

                        by Yielding

                              by Personality Change

The misconception that Rebound doesn’t work because things don’t always improve after one confesses his sin.

a. It must be remembered that Rebound does not necessarily change your circumstances, it changes you!

b. Suffering may continue, but it is no longer punitive or unbearable suffering designed to get the believer to Rebound.

c. Post-Rebound suffering is always bearable and is for the purpose of blessing.   It gives the believer the chance to accelerate his spiritual growth from applying doctrine to the    

      situation.  
