THE 10TH FLOOR:   SHARING THE + HAPPINESS OF GOD   (7-11-10)

The 10th floor of the Divine Domain + Happiness is not to be confused with happiness all humans enjoy that is gained from temporary, pleasurable circumstances, physical possessions, pets, or people. 

Many buy the idea that something or someone can make them happy, but this is not God’s + H we speak of. No person and no thing can sustain our happiness day after day after day. Sooner or later:

· Circumstances change

· Things wear out, break, and lose their newness and attraction

· People eventually get on your nerves, let you down, or offend you

True happiness is a system of thought in the soul rather than something associated with stimulation or pleasure.  The pleasure we experience when we are being entertained or having fun is always temporary and can never carry us through bad times or even routine times.  

One of Satan’s most effective lies is that people or things can make us happy.  

Many believe that self-indulgence is the key and if you can only amass enough money, fame, power, success or if you have a better car, house, social life, sexual life, or health, then you’ll be happy. That’s a lie and you are weak to the extent that you depend on these things for happiness. 

The world has nothing to bestow;
      from our own self, our joys must flow.  [from what we think]

The + Happiness of God is what spiritually mature believers have with them all the time and is related to the immaterial part of man. It is an enduring mindset of contentment, confidence, and courage because it does not depend on people, circumstances, or things but on the F/HS and BD. 

You are strong to the degree that you have faithfully received, retained, and recalled Bible doctrine that in turn affords great inner happiness you take with you wherever you go.

Proverbs 3:13 . . . How blessed  [+H]  is the man who finds wisdom  [BD],  And the man who gains understanding  [discernment].

Psalm 37:4-5 . . . Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of your heart.  5) Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Matthew 6:33 . . . But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his Righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.

ILLUSIONS ABOUT HAPPINESS:
1.  Money can’t make you happy.

2.  Marriage can’t make you happy!  Marrying someone won’t make you happy and getting out of a marriage won’t make you happy.

3.  You cannot build your happiness on someone else’s unhappiness.

4.  You cannot build your happiness on people, romance, marriage, friendship, or children.

5.  You can’t build your happiness on the details of life:  money, success, fame, pleasure, power, health, sex, or status symbols.

6.  You can’t build your happiness by whitewashing the devil's world through humanitarianism, reform, crusades, social engineering, violence, civil disobedience, or revolution.      

Satan provides his false system and you decide to use it or not.  You make the decision to believe his lies or to seek the truth.

John 15:11 . . . I have taught you these things, in order that My happiness [+H]  might be in you, and that your happiness might be completed  [fulfilled].
To say that happiness becomes completed or fulfilled means that it develops in stages. Growing up spiritually is a gradual process, and as you grow, your capacity for happiness increases in proportion to your spiritual growth.

7. Acquiring God’s happiness is not automatic, it is only a potential. It is something that must be learned.
Philippians 4:11-12  Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  12) I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.

The mature believer is not a slave to his circumstances because of what he has learned.  

When the urge to complain and gripe about things that are unfair or when things go from bad to worse, the mature believer remembers that God allows adversity in our lives so that He can promote us.

8. Happiness is always related to God, it is impossible to share the happiness of God if you have just a casual desire to get to know God better through His Word. 


    Read Proverbs 8   
WE ARE COMMANDED TO BE HAPPY:
Psalm 97:12 . . . Be glad in the LORD, you righteous ones; And give thanks to His holy name.

Romans 12:12 . . . Be joyful in hope, persevere in hardship; keep praying regularly;

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 . . . Rejoice always;  17) pray without ceasing; 18) in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:1 . . . Finally, my brethren, keep on rejoicing in the Lord.

Philippians 4:4 . . . Keep on rejoicing (v. pam) in the Lord always; again I 

will say, keep on rejoicing!  

1 Chronicles 16:9-10 . . . Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders.  10) Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad.
Psalm 32:11 . . . Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones, And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.

Psalm 100:1-2 . . . Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.  2) Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.

DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE GOD CAN MAKE YOU HAPPY?

Ephesians 3:20 . . . Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond  all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us . . .
This verse says God is able to make us happy beyond our wildest dreams, but whether that potential becomes a reality or not depends on us.

 Psalm 119:2 . . . Blessed  [+H]  are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.

Psalm 84:12 . . . O LORD of hosts  [armies], How blessed  [+H]  is the man who keeps on trusting in Thee!

Psalm 128:1 . . . How blessed  [+H]  is everyone who fears  [respects]  the LORD, who keeps on walking in His ways.

Psalm 112:1 . . . Praise the LORD! How blessed  [+H]  is the man who fears the LORD, Who greatly delights in His commandments.

Psalm 16:11 . . . Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fullness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.     

Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary defines “happy” this way: 1. Favored by luck or fortune; fortunate.  “Happiness” is defined: 1. good fortune; prosperity, characterized  by good luck; 2. a state of well-being and contentment.  “Happily” is defined as 1. fortunately, luckily  2. by chance  3. in a happy manner or state  4. successfully.

Some people blame their unhappiness on bad luck, and some call it bad Karma.  MALARKY ! ! !   They blame their misery and discontent on bad luck rather than their own bad attitude and bad decisions.
There is no such thing as luck, good or bad! There is a purpose for everything that happens in a believer’s life.  Nothing can come into his life, good or bad, unless God allows it. The height of arrogance is when he is blessed by God and he ascribes it to good luck or even goes so far as to thank his lucky stars rather than the Lord.

Believers who think they are unlucky because they don’t have as much as others are usually full of self-pity, envy, and ungratefulness.

Habakkuk 3:17-18 . . . Though the fig tree should not blossom, And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive should fail, And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold, And there be no cattle in the stalls,  18 Yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.
Happiness is related to God.

No God, No happiness.

Know God, Know +Happiness.

True happiness is an enduring mindset of contentment, confidence, and courage because it does not depend on people, circumstances, or things. This comes by learning wisdom, Bible Doctrine.
No one finds +Happiness by seeking happiness.

+Happiness is found by seeking God.

