    THE 4TH FLOOR:    COMPLIANT ADAPTABILITY   
1. The first three floors of the Divine Domain are designed for believers in spiritual childhood.  The next two floors are for believers who have reached spiritual adolescence, and the last five are for those who reach spiritual adulthood.
2. A believer can learn the basic spiritual skills of the first three floors and still flounder if he or she does not reach the fourth floor, which is COMPLIANT ADAPTABILITY.
3. The things all people learn as children stay with them for a lifetime.  Some of these things are beneficial, but many are not.  Old habits are hard to break, but old, erroneous beliefs are even harder to change. 
4. If we are not willing to comply with God’s mandates by changing  the way we think and act, then we will never advance spiritually.  Instead, we will retrogress and become confused, frustrated, and miserable. 
5. Change, especially for men, is difficult.  To do it, we need to acknowledge that God’s way, the grace way, is the best way.  When scripture clashes with what we have always believed, we must acquiesce and give it up if we truly want to live a life pleasing to God. We must learn GRACE- ORIENTATION.   And as always, arrogance is the enemy to understanding grace.
6. Being humble and teachable is the key.  We must decide what is more important, clinging to the notion that we are right in order to protect our inflated opinion of ourselves, or accepting God’s infallible word.
Psalm 25:8-9 . . . Good and honorable is the Lord.  Therefore,  He instructs sinners in the way  [His way, the best way].  In justice He guides the humble.  Consequently, He teaches the humble His way.
7. Even after they have learned the spiritual dynamics of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, some believers refuse to adopt them.  The song made famous by Frank Sinatra, “I Did It My Way,” could be their theme song.
8. We must not rely on our own perception and understanding, but on God’s Word  which is revealed to us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit through the Grace System of Perception.
Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not upon your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight  [accurate].

          Prov. 11:2 . . . When arrogance comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.

          Prov. 29:23 . . . A person’s arrogance will bring him low, but a spirit of humility will attain honor.

          Prov.16:18 . . . Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.


James 4:6 . . . God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.
9. The problem with so many believers is that they know a little Bible doctrine and think that it is a lot. This recalls to our minds the old saying, “A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.”  
10. Some people never received enforced humility, training and discipline, at home as children, so they are not oriented to authority.  They never developed genuine humility  (self-discipline).
a) This can hinder the spiritual growth of believers.  Since they did not learn to comply and adapt to their parents’ ways of doing things, they find it hard to comply and adapt to God’s way of doing things.

b) Such people become defiant when exposed to the authoritative truth of God.

c) Rather than giving it an open hearing, they resist with such phrases as: 
· The Bible was written by men and can’t be taken literally. 
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· Well, that’s just your opinion, your interpretation.
· That’s not what Brother Jones has always taught.

· That might be so, but I have always believed . . .

·  Well the Lord spoke to me and said . . .

·  Let’s change the subject
11.  The old sin nature must be restrained.  Parents accomplish this with their children through enforced humility so that children restrain the OSN themselves with genuine humility when they leave home.
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12.  The believer who has genuine humility is teachable and becomes grace-oriented as he learns that under God’s policy of grace, everything depends on the ability of God and nothing depends on the ability of the believer.  

13. The simplest definition of grace:  all that God is free to do for mankind on the basis of the salvation work of Christ on the cross.
14. Humility learns that divine blessing comes from grace which excludes
any form of human merit, human works, self-righteousness, feelings, 
or any other activity of man.
15. Humility eagerly accepts grace while arrogance foolishly rejects it.  Salvation is by grace.  Cognition of B.D. is by grace.  Spirituality is by grace.  Execution of the plan of God is by grace, Becoming experientially sanctified and glorification of God is by grace.  Everything is based on your non-meritorious responses to the grace of God.
16. The apostle John put it this way:  John 3:30 . . . He must increase but I must  decrease.   
17.  Every believer has equal opportunity to reach sp. maturity.  He or she has:  
1)  The Grace System of Perception 
2)  At least one right pastor-teacher 
3)  The completed canon of scripture

4)  Logistical grace 
5)  At least one spiritual gift

6)  His own special package of escrow blessings

2 Peter 1:3 . . . seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 
18.  The adult believer:

a)  Prays a lot

b)  Rebounds











      
c)  Consistently takes in B.D.

d)  Faith-rests

e)  Is grace-oriented, humble, and willing to comply and adapt

f)  Is genuinely humble and instills humility in his children  
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