THE 9TH FLOOR:   OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST
1.   Occupation with Christ  (O/C) is personal love for our Lord Jesus Christ through maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness of the heart, KARDIA, dominant portion of the soul by means of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  
2.   I Cor. 2:16  says we have the mind of Christ., a specific reference to the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.  You can’t love anyone until you first know what they think.

3.   Having the thinking of Christ results in O/C in contrast to having preoccupation with self and people.

4.   When we reach the point of occupation with Christ, then we have the mental attitude and thinking of our Lord.

5.   1 Peter 1:8 . . . And even though you have not seen Him, you love Him  [Occupation with Christ]; and though you do not see Him now but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with inexpressible happiness  [+Happiness of God]  and full of glory.

6.   Capacity to love someone who is invisible requires a tremendous amount of information (Bible doctrine) in the soul.  

7.   There are two commands that must be obeyed before O/C can develop, and they are found in 

Heb. 12:2  . . . Be concentrating on Jesus . . . 

I Peter 3:15  . . . But sanctify the Lord Christ in your heart . . .
8.   O/C results in tremendous happiness and glory. The glory is an invisible glory to man but is very visible to angelic creatures. The same Shekinah glory that filled the Tabernacle and the Temple now fills the believer's soul.

9.   Occupation with Christ is also referred to as fellowship with the Son.  

1 Cor. 1:9 . . . God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son [O/C], Jesus Christ our Lord.    

10.  II Cor. 13:14  refers to fellowship with the Holy Spirit which is another way of describing the filling of the Holy Spirit accomplished through 1 John 1:9.  We must first have fellowship with the Holy Spirit before we can have fellowship with Christ.

11.  We can have fellowship with the Holy Spirit without having fellowship with Christ, but we cannot have fellowship with Christ without first having it with the Holy Spirit.

12.  One of the tremendous benefits in having O/C is encouragement. 

Phil. 2:1-2  . . . If there is any encouragement from being united   [occupied]   with Christ   [and there is], if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2) then make my joy complete by being like-minded   [with divine viewpoint],  having the same   [virtue]  love, being one in spirit and purpose.

13.  We all need encouragement from time to time, and those who are O/C do not have to depend on circumstances or people for encouragement.

Hebrews 12:1-2  . . . Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of  [our]  faith,

. . . great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us . . .  Super Grace heroes of Hebrews 11. 

a. These O.T. believers are an encouragement to us. If they could do it, we can do it.

b. We learn from their use of Bible doctrine in their lives.

Romans 15:4 . . . For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

One of the best ways to develop endurance and encouragement is to get to know the godly men and women of the Old Testament who ran the race and won. If you are having problems with your family, read about Joseph. If you think your job is too big for you, study the life of Moses. If you are tempted to retaliate, see how David handled this problem.  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, "An Exposition of the New Testament
. . . let us also lay aside every encumbrance . . .  What encumbrances? What weight ?

THINGS THAT DISTRACT FROM OUR DAILY ROUTINE TAKING IN BD:

Social distractions:  Family and friends are wonderful to have but they can easily become a distraction if they take you away from your Doctrinal Routine (DR).

Economic distractions:  Most people have to work in order to make a living and there is nothing wrong with that. But you must make time for doctrine!

Pleasure or Entertainment distractions:  Nothing wrong with having fun on the weekend or going on vacation, but some believers make a habit of putting entertainment such as parties, visiting friends and family, staying up late and sleeping in, ball games, fishing, hunting, shopping, beach house, camping, movies, and TV ahead of learning Bible doctrine.

People and Personality Conflicts:  Some people get angry at someone in church and will stay away from doctrinal teaching in order to avoid seeing them.  Or it may be a person that they are very fond of that lures them away from church.
. . . and the sin which so easily entangles us . . . The writer of Hebrews doesn’t tell any particular sin he had in mind so he may have been referring to the particular area of weakness each of us knows we have. Or he may have been referring to one of two sins that we all struggle with from time to time such as:

Arrogance is a monster we all have to battle every day.

Unbelief and Doubt kept the Israelites out of the Promised Land, and it can keep us from reaching the top floor of the Divine Domain. “By faith” is used 21 times in Hebrews 11.

. . . and let us run . . . TRECHO v. pas; to run.  The present tense means that we must keep on running, and the subjunctive mood means that running is only a potential.

If we don’t lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, we will not be able to run.

. . . with endurance . . . HUPOMONE  n. gsf;  perseverance, patience, endurance

All of these words apply here.

Hebrews 10:36 . . . or you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
. . . the race that is set before us . . . Most believers have no idea that they are in a race. They are just meandering, leisurely strolling through life with no goal or purpose.  One reason they are not running is because they’re not aware of the prize.

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 . . . Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.  25) And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.

We are not running against other believers but against the things that would keep us from glorifying our Lord, the detractions and sins that stymie our spiritual growth.

In a race, there are winners and losers. It is true in the believer’s race as well. You will either be a winner believer or a loser believer. Some don’t like the idea of loser believers because all believers go to heaven but there will be a lot of loser believers in heaven.

The Bible tells us to be careful how we walk, Eph. 5:15, it commands us to run to win 

1 Cor. 9:24, and one day we are going to fly, 1 Thes. 4:17!

. . . fixing our eyes on Jesus . . . APHORAO part. pa; to look away steadfastly or intently toward a distant object; metaphorically, to behold in the mind or to fix the mind upon something or someone.
How can we fix our eyes on Jesus, since he is invisible to us now?  When we see, fix our eyes on the Word of God, we are being Occupied with Christ.

. . . the author and perfecter of faith . . .  The word author suggests that Jesus “pioneered” the path of faith Christians should follow. He also “perfected” the way of faith since He reached its end successfully. He completed our doctrine.

. . . who for the joy set before Him endured the cross . . .  He kept His eye on the joy set before Him alluded to in Heb. 1:9 wherein He obtained an eternal throne. The believers’ share in that joy must also be kept in view. 

           OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST is having fellowship with God !

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD     VS      FELLOWSHIP WITH PEOPLE

a.  Fellowship with God is infinitely more important than fellowship with people.  

Fellowship with God includes prayer, singing hymns, learning and applying Bible doctrine, and thinking divine viewpoint. 

b. Fellowship with God doesn’t require toleration and unconditional love; fellowship with people does.

c. You can always have fellowship with God, but you can’t always have fellow-ship with people but you.

d.  Fellowship with God is always inspiring, fulfilling, informative, and encouraging.   

     Fellowship with people can end in disaster. 

d.  Fellowship with God demands divine viewpoint; fellowship w/ people doesn’t.

e. Divine viewpoint includes God;  human viewpoint leaves God out of your life.  

f. You are either occupied with Christ or you are pre-occupied with yourself!

g. Human viewpoint makes you miserable and others as well. It is characterized by arrogance, selfishness, self-righteousness, and self-centeredness.  You can easily recognize it in yourself and others:

1) Depending on self or others rather than depending on God 

2) Arguing with others, even about things that don’t matter

3) Intolerance of other people and/or their opinions

4) An attitude of revenge, getting even with people

5) Hypersensitivity about self, insensitivity towards others

6) Constant complaining about people and things

7) Thoughtlessness and bad manners

8) Lack of gratitude

9) Never admitting you are wrong

10)  Quick to judge and criticize

11)  A dependence on flattery to satisfy approbation lust

12)  Boasting and taking credit when things go well but blaming others when they do not.

Two commands regarding O/C:

Heb. 12:2  . . . Be concentrating on Jesus . . . 

I Peter 3:15  . . . But sanctify the Lord Christ in your heart . . .

Occupation with Christ is also referred to as fellowship with the Son.  

1 Cor. 1:9 . . . God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son  [O/C], Jesus Christ our Lord.    

One of the tremendous benefits in having O/C is encouragement. We all need encouragement from time to time, and those who are O/C do not have to depend on circumstances or people for it.

Phil. 2:1-2 . . . If there is any encouragement from being united [occupied]  with Christ  [and there is], if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2) then make my joy complete by being like-minded [with divine viewpoint], having the same  [virtue]  love, being one in spirit and purpose.

