F U N D A M E N T A L S    Lessons 23- 
LESSON  #23   (9-28-08)  

See visual Power Point:  Tabernacle 

Rom.3:23-25, Propitiation, Mercy Seat, in Jesus Christ’s blood through faith in Him.

Heb.6:19, We have confidence that we will pass through the VEIL into heaven where Jesus Christ was the forerunner, never before passed into by a human. He led the way once the penalty was accomplished.

Heb.10:19, We have confidence we’ll pass through the Holy Place, 2nd heaven, to enter into the Holy of Holies, 3rd heaven, face to face with God. Jesus Christ’s flesh had to be sacrificed.

Heb.9:23-24, The VEIL was Jesus Christ’s flesh, especially His blood, 

Heb.9:11-12,  which satisfied God’s + Righteousness and + Justice. These matter most !

Jesus Christ is our High King Priest after the Order Of Melchizadek, through whom we have access to the Father.

Heb.4:14,  Christ passed through the 3 heavens.

1 Pet.3:18,   Christ died once for all that He might bring us to God.

                    The JUST            for                              the unjust

Mt.27:50-51, The VEIL was torn; Jesus Christ’s flesh!  A physical barrier anywhere14-24 inches thick, impossible for anyone to tear or pass.

We can have confidence and go boldly to the Holy of Holies, heaven’s throne room, because the VEIL, J.C.’s flesh was ripped, was sacrificed, and was accepted by God the Father. It propitiated or satisfied His +R and +Justice. 

Ark of the Covenant represents J.C. taking man’s sin, rebellion, or disobedience on Himself, all represented by manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the broken Tablets.

Acacia wood that can decay, representing Christ’s humanity, was overlaid with gold that cannot decay. representing Christ’s diety. 

SATAN’s REBELLION: 
Isa.14:13, Satan and His “I Wills” and 3 Falls.

Ez.28:11, God’s “I Wills” and the description of Satan.

SATAN FALLS:

Rev.12:4, He is out of order impugning God’s perfect character. This is where he gets his name, “Satan” which means “accuser”, from pointing the finger at God, blaming God for giving him the free will to choose and then when he makes a choice, God sentences him to the Lake of Fire. He asks how a loving God could do that.

SATAN’s TRIAL:

There had to be a trial because knowing God, Satan must be held accountable and take responsibility for his decision to go contrary to God’s perfect plan for him. Satan is the worst loser of all time. He had it all, and then in his colossal arrogance, he threw it all away.

GOD PROOVES HE IS JUST:  in condemning Satan. He creates new, similar creatures with free will, volition, and responsibility for their decisions to be entered in as courtroom evidence in order to settle this dispute. He didn’t have to do this, but God goes to a lot of trouble to demonstrate to Satan, all the angels, and us that He is loving, perfect, and that He has JUSTICE we can TRUST !  

All religion leaves propitiation out. Religious people think they can satisfy God by their own puny righteous works. They insult Him, rejecting His love that sent His son to die in their place.  They reject Christ’s substitutionary, perfect work on the cross and demand that He accept their own pitiful attempts to do good. They are arrogant, reject God’s authority, and will never pass through the VEIL of Christ’s blood into heaven.

GOD IS SATISFIED BY THE CROSS;
God is satisfied, and because of that, man is reconciled.
LESSON  #24   (10-5-08)  

See Visuals:  Tabernacle,  Satan’s 3 Falls
See Bible Doctrines:  Creation/Chaos/Restoration
LESSON  #25   (10-12-08) 

See Visuals:  Satan’s 3 Falls, Dispensations;    Gen.1:1-3, Isa.45:18, Rev.21:1, 20:19, Ez.38-39, I John 2:2
LESSON  #26   (10-19-08) 

Romans 5:10  -  For if [1st class] while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19  -  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19) namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

Ephesians 2:16  -  and might reconcile them both  [Jew and Gentile]  in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity [the barrier between God and man].

Colossians 1:20-23 -  and through Him  [Jesus Christ]  to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace  [eirene, peace or reconciliation]  through the blood of His cross; 21) And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22) yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death [positional sanctification], in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach [experiential sanctification]  23) if indeed you continue in the faith . . .

LESSON  #27   (10-26-08) 

See Visuals:  Old Things & New Things

LESSON  #28   (11-2-08)  THE LORD’S SUPPER

(6) THE CHARACTER OF GOD  is the sixth brick in the Barrier between God and man, and the solution to this problem is PROPITIATION.  Propitiation is a word that refers to God’s perfect character being satisfied.

1 John 4:9-10   -  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10) In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Romans 3:23-25  -  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24) being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25) whom God displayed publicly  [on the cross] as a propitiation  [hilasterion, mercy seat, Heb. 9:5]  in His blood  [which is acquired]  through faith.

1 John 2:2  -  and He Himself  [Jesus Christ]  is the propitiation  [accepted atoning sacrifice] for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world  [doctrine of Unlimited Atonement]. 
1. The character or integrity of God is made up of His Righteousness and Justice which are motivated by His Love.  What the Righteousness of God demands, the Justice of God carries out.  When the Justice of God imputed our sins to Christ on the cross, the Righteousness of God was propitiated [satisfied].  

2. Propitiation is the Godward side of salvation meaning that God did not compromise His perfect attributes in forgiving our sins and imputing His own righteousness to us.  

Romans 3:26  -  for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He  [God] might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

3. Now, God can bless us because of the cross. His Righteousness and Justice have been propitiated [satisfied] and we have been reconciled to Him.  We can be reconciled to God because He was propitiated by the cross. 

RECONCILIATION   KATALLAGE  reconciliation, restoration
Reconciliation means that the barrier between God and man has been removed.

4. All three members of the Godhead play a part in removing the barrier and reconciling man:  

God the Father  imputed the sins of the entire world to Christ on the cross and judged them.

God the Son  went to the cross and bore those sins.

God the Holy Spirit convicts people of this truth and then creates a human spirit for those who believe the gospel. 

5.The direction of our Lord's salvation ministry on the Cross is threefold:

a.  Toward man, the doctrine of reconciliation.

b.  Toward God, the doctrine of propitiation.

c.  Toward sin, the doctrine of unlimited atonement.

6. Reconciliation also has a dimension to it that removes barriers between believers.

Galatians 3:28   There is neither Jew nor Greek [racial distinction], there is neither slave nor free man [social distinction], there is neither male nor female [sexual distinction]; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

a. For believers, racial barriers, political barriers, social barriers, cultural barriers, personality barriers, and sexual barriers are eliminated by recognizing that we are all one in Christ and through the doctrine of impersonal/ unconditional love.

b. True equality occurs at the point that one is born again because every believer has equal opportunity to exploit the grace of God to advance to spiritual maturity. 

THE BARRIER HAS BEEN REMOVED!  

Now it is possible for man to be right with God and avoid the lake of fire. 

So the question is, What must we do to be right with God?  What must we do to be saved?

Since the barrier is removed, the only thing standing between us and God is Jesus Christ. 

God graciously offers salvation as a gift to anyone who will put their faith alone in Christ alone to be saved.

That is good news, right?  The Greek word for “good news” is EUAGGELION translated “GOSPEL”

EU = good, AGGELLIO = to proclaim or tell, news.   

EUAGGELION:   good news, gospel

EULOGIO:   good word, praise, blessed

EUCHARIST:  good grace, Communion, Lord’s supper

Erroneous ideas about the gospel:

Fuzzy gospel examples are, “Come to Jesus”, “Give your life to Jesus”, “Invite Christ into your heart”, “Turn your life over to Jesus”.   Just ask if they believe in Jesus.

LESSON  #29  (11-9-08) 

Jer.17:5, Cursed is the man who trusts in man. . . Our happiness & comfort comes from trusting God, not man.  All human leaders are responsible to God and have bounds and restrictions on them they always try to break out of.  But they are directly responsible to the Lord for the decisions they make in their leadership roles.  Deacon ORDINATION
LESSON  #30   (11-16-08) 

2 Corinthians 5:19,  . . . namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
God has taken care of the barrier between Himself and man through Christ’s payment for our sins on the cross, so now the issue is whether one accepts or rejects that payment. 

We know this but the unbeliever doesn’t.  So how do we go about telling him?  What do we say?  The problem is that many unbelievers don’t think that they need saving.

UNBELIEVER #1:   Salvation is simply not an issue.   

Let’s say that you come into contact with an unbeliever where everything is going fine. They have plenty of money, maybe they don’t have to work,  fancy car, big house, they have a flourishing social life and sexual life.  They think they are on top of the world.  They don’t think they need saving.  To them, Christians are a bunch of up-tight hypocrites who would impose a bunch of outdated rules on them that would cramp their style.

Teens love expensive clothes, fine cars, being sexually active  They are having the time of their livesl they’re cool, their cute, they’re popular; they have their friends, so why would they want to get involved in religion?  Religion would cramp their style and besides, they don’t have time for it.

What do you say to people like them?

The things they depend on for happiness and security won’t last forever.

Proverbs 23:4-5,  Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings, like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.
Cars get stolen, get demolished in wrecks, or wear out.

Houses burn down, get destroyed in storms, or banks foreclose on them.

Sex is for marriage only.  Even then, illness, accidents, separation, and age has an affect on sexual activity.

There is one thing that will get their attention more than anything else. They won’t last forever either.  What about that? Bring up their mortality.

Most teens never think about their mortality.  They think their young age rules out the possibility of death.  Of course that is not true.

James 4:14,   Your life is like a vapor that appears for a moment and then vanishes away

Job 14:1-2,   Man, who is born of woman is short-lived and full of turmoil.  Like a flower he withers.

He also flees like a shadow and does not remain.

Some would say, “I just don’t think about it.” Not thinking about it won’t stop the inevitable. 

Read   Luke 12:13-21          

Read   Psalm 49
LESSON  #31   (11-23-08) 

UNBELIEVER #2:  Thinks there is a good chance he might be saved because he considers himself to be as good if not better than most other people.   
This unbeliever compares himself to others rather than to the perfect standard found in the Bible.  A good question to ask this kind of unbeliever is, ”How good do you have to be in order to go to heaven?”

Matthew 5:20,  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

James 2:10,   For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

Romans 3:23,  . . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Ask this kind of believer if he has ever told a lie? (9th Commandment) 

Has he ever stolen anything? (8th Commandment)  

Has he ever hated anyone?  (6th Commandment, murder, 1 John 3:15)  

Has he ever lusted over a woman? (7th Commandment, adultery, Matt. 5:28.)

An honest person would have to admit that he is a LYING, STEALING, ADULTEROUS, MURDERER.

So do you think that a righteous God will let you into His heaven?

Romans 6:23,  For the wages of sin is death . . .  (spiritual death)

This is the time to give him the good news!  Jesus Christ took care of your sin problem on the cross.  

Romans 5:8-9,  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died [as a substitute] for us.  9) Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God  [Lake of Fire] through Him.

John 3:15, . . .  whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Acts 16:31,  "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved . . ."

So ask him, “Are you going to trust in your works to be saved or the perfect work ofJesus Christ for you to be saved?”

 UNBELIEVER #3:   He doesn’t think he needs salvation because he has already done his part.
This unbeliever has done one, some, or all of the following: been baptized, confirmed, gone to church regularly, walked the isle, made a commitment, repented of his sins, prayed a sinner’s prayer, invited Christ into his heart, done penance, gave money to the church, made a public profession, confessed his sins, gave up smoking, drinking, and fornicating, prophesied, cast out demons, or performed miracles in Jesus’ name, Matt. 7:22.

Most of the time, this unbeliever would consider himself to be a religious person, and he would be right.  He is trying to be saved by his works.  Some believe since they were baptized and confirmed, they don’t have to bother with any other religious stuff, however just for an insurance policy, they go to church from time to time.  Others are very zealous, even meticulous, in doing everything they think necessary to maintain their salvation.

Romans 10:2-3,  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.  

3) For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  

Philippians 3:9, . . .  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

Psalm 143:2,  And do not enter into judgment with Thy servant, For in Thy sight no man living is righteous.  

Isaiah 64:6,  For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Titus 3:5,  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy,

Romans 4:4-5,  Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  5) But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness . . .

Galatians 2:16,  . . . nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

Ephesians 2:8-9,   For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

These unbelievers can be the hardest ones to reach. They tenaciously cling to their works in order to be justified before God, knowing nothing of the righteousness of God imputed to those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON  #32   (11-30-08) 

Some allege that works added to faith in Christ adds bonus points to salvation or makes it more sure. NOT SO!  God only offers salvation as a gift. Anyone who adds anything to it does not receive it. You can’t pay for a gift.

Asking these unbelievers how many works or what kind of works are necessary to be saved may get them to start thinking.  They certainly can’t find the answers in the Bible.  And if they can’t do that, how can they be sure they are saved?

UNBELIEVER #4:   He doesn’t need salvation because he doesn’t believe in God, heaven, or hell.

This unbeliever is an atheist.  He thinks “religion” is just a crutch for weak people, and so he feels superior to Christians because he views them as naive simpletons, unable to understand the complexities of science.

Psalm 14:1 & Psalm 35:1,  The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God.”  

Psalm 10:3-4,   For the wicked boasts of his heart's desire, and the greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.  4) The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, "There is no God."

Romans 1:18-20,  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteous- ness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19) because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20) For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power, and divine nature have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made so that they are without excuse.

These types of unbelievers are simply trying to avoid accountability to a righteous God that they know deep down truly exists.  They suppress the truth . . . because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them . . . so that they are without excuse.

Atheists can come across as intelligent, sophisticated, or even smug, but they are really insecure and in some cases, scared. They cling to a ludicrous theory of evolution and consider the Bible as nothing but fable while having no idea how the universe came into being.

They have no answers to the supernatural continuity of the Bible or the hundreds of detailed specific prophecies that have been fulfilled. Nor can they explain how the Bible could be 100% accurate when it comes to ancient names, places and events, and yet 100% wrong about The God, His book, and authors who claim He inspired their writing.

This information is given so you can understand the mindset of these unbelievers, but you must be careful not to sidetrack their focus off onto evolution or even onto the veracity of the Bible.  Just stick to gospel.

LESSON  #33   (12-7-08)
See Visuals:  +R Versus -R

2 Corinthians 5:19,   . . . God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

If the world has been reconciled to God and sins will not be held against anyone, why isn’t everyone saved?

Man is certainly better off because Jesus Christ took care of his sin problem on the cross, but there is still a problem. He still lacks something.  Know what it is?   + R !   God’s Perfection
You don’t have to be good to go to heaven,

You have to be PERFECT!

So, how can -R be changed to +R?
The one who believes in Christ has +R and is positionally perfect!

Romans 4:5,   But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness [+R] . . . 

Romans 3:21-22,   But now apart from the Law, the righteousness of God has been manifested . . . even the righteousness of God  [+R]   through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe  [in Him]. . . 

God imputes His +R to anyone who believes in Jesus Christ,  then He pronounces him PERMANENTLY        JUSTIFIED because he now has + R,
+ R   God’s Perfect Righteousness

-  R   Man’s relative righteousness

+ r   The believer’s Divine Good

-  r   The unbeliever’s human good

Philippians 3:9,  . . . and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law [- R], but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness [+R] which comes from God on the basis of faith. . . 

Romans 10:3,   For they being ignorant of God's righteousness [+R ], and going about to establish their own righteousness [-R ], have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness [+R ] of God.  
Ephesians 2:8-10,    For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it [salvation including +R ] is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works  [-r ], that no one should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works [+r ], which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
All unbelievers need to hear about the justice and grace of God, but each one must be dealt with individually based on what they believe.  The only way to find that out is to ask questions. They all need to hear the good news of the gospel.

So, what is the gospel?  Is it telling someone that if they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, they’ll be saved?  If they say they believe in the Jesus Christ, does that mean that they are saved? Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, Muslims, Catholics, and nearly everyone will say they believe in Jesus Christ.

LESSON  #34   (12-21-08)
See visual:  The Gospel, and The Diety Of Christ
You’ve heard many times from this pulpit that salvation comes through faith alone in Christ alone. This emphasizes that our works have no place in the gospel. However, it does not mean that “faith alone in Christ alone” constitutes the totality of the gospel.

(1) One must know who Jesus is, the Son of God, who is able to forgive sin and impart eternal life.

     The term, “the Son of God” is used 50 times in the New Testament.

Luke 1:35,  Angels called him the Son of God.
Matt. 3:17, Matt. 17:5, God the Father called Him “My beloved Son”

Mark 15:39, A Gentile centurion recognized Him as the Son of God.

Matt. 27:43, Luke 22:70, The Lord Himself said that He was the Son of God.
Matt. 4:3, Even Satan recognized Him as the Son of God.
Matt. 8:29, Demons recognize Him as the Son of God.

Matt. 16:15, The apostle Peter said that He was the Son of God.

John 1:34, The apostle John declared Jesus to be the Son of God.

John 11:27, Martha said that He was the Son of God.

Acts 8:37, The eunuch recognized Him as the Son of God.
Acts 9:20, The apostle Paul said that He was the Son of God.

John 1:12,   But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

John 20:31, . . . but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.


1 John 5:5,  And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

1 John 5:13,  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.

John 3:18,  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

LESSON  #35   (1-4-09)
See Visual:   Simple Gospel
(2) One must believe Jesus Christ paid for their sins on the cross.
Romans 5:8,  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us. 
2 Corinthians 5:21,  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

John 3:16,  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

1 Corinthians 2:1-2,  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2) For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

1 Corinthians 1:18,   For the message of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:23,   but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness,

(3) One must know Jesus Christ rose from the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:13-14, 16-17,   But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;  14) and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. . .

16) For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;  17) and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.


LESSON  #36   (1-11-09)
Review

LESSON  #37   (1-18-09)
See visual:  Positional Sanctification  
LESSON  #38   (1-25-09)
See visual:  Sanctification, Positional / Experiential



Even good and godly Christians may disagree on fine points of doctrine, but they all agree on the person and work of Jesus Christ. 


He is the Son of God and God the Son.


He is the only Savior. 


To deny this is to condemn your own soul.     Bible Exposition Commentary

















