JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ

CHAPTER 2  
JOSHUA  LESSON #12  (1-23-11)  
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Spies and a harlot

The book of Joshua is written in logical order but not in chronological order. Many things revealed in chapter two took place prior to most of what happens in chapter one. The entire second chapter takes up about four days describing the first things Joshua did after receiving the commission from the Lord to conquer the land.
Chronology

Joshua 1:1-9   
God commissions Joshua

Joshua 2:1- 3:1 
The spies gather intelligence and return to Joshua

Joshua 1:10 -18  
Joshua has the people get ready and reminds the East side tribes of their promise to Moses

Joshua 3:2-4  
The people get last minute instructions and are commanded to consecrate themselves

Joshua 2:1  

Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies . . .

Question:  God had promised to give the Jews the Land, so why did Joshua take the time to send spies? Sending the spies to Jericho was an act of wisdom on Joshua's part, not unbelief.
1.   It was God who commanded Moses to send out the 12 spies into Canaan, Num. 13:1-2, and Joshua was one of them. It was the smart, prudent thing to do. The old adage, “Know your enemy”, is part of any good military strategy. 

“The certainty of a promised issue does not supercede the use of the prudent means and the attempts to accomplish it.  To neglect the use of appropriate means is to contravene the established order of the divine counsel.  Faith never precludes effort.”  Charlie Clough

If he was going to take this fortress, he needed to know details such as how many gates there were in the walls surrounding it, how many towers, how many troops, and what their morale was like.

Proverbs 20:18 . . . Prepare plans by consultation, and make war by wise guidance.

2.  The spies came back with information verifying God’s prophecy that the time and the place were right for Joshua to take the Land.


Exodus 15:15-16 . . . Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.  16) "Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Thine arm they are motionless as stone; Until Thy people pass over, O LORD, Until the people pass over whom Thou hast purchased.

Exodus 23:27-28 . . . "I will send My terror ahead of you, and throw into confusion all the people among whom you come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.  28) "And I will send hornets ahead of you, that they may drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites before you.  [The Hebrew word for hornets here means discouragement, panic, psychological disaster]

3.  God takes care of His children, and Rahab was a child of God. She was the only believer in Jericho. She was a woman with no husband to protect her; no believing friends or church to help her. But God delivered her from the wrath to come and He used the spies to do it.  
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a. He delivered Noah and his family from the flood 

b. He delivered Lot and his daughters from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

c. He delivered the Israelites from their slavery in Egypt

d. He delivered Rahab and her family from the destruction of Jericho

e. He will deliver us from the wrath of the Tribulation

God knows His children, and no matter how chaotic the situation may be when God comes to judge and destroy, He will always lift His children out from it. He comes to some, like Rahab, as their Savior, and He comes to others as their judge.  But He will come to every man.  And this is why the New Testament says every knee will bow to Jesus Christ, and they will bow before Him as Judge, or they will bow before Him as Savior, but they will bow.  

4.  The fourth reason why the spies were sent in is conjecture because it does not come from the Bible but from an extra-Biblical tradition that developed about Salmon, Matt. 1:5.  Evidently, it turns out to be a very interesting kind of situation that of the two spies sent into the Land, Salmon was one of them who met Rahab on this mission, she was a prostitute when he met her, and later on, she became his wife. It was through that marriage that Rahab became one of the great-great-great-great-great grandmothers of Jesus Christ.  

. . . secretly from Shittim . . .

Joshua had the good sense to keep the reconnaissance mission a secret. Doing so reduced the chance of the spies being found out, and if their report was not favorable, the people wouldn’t lose their courage as their fathers had done at Kadesh Barnea, Num. 13:1-14:4.
"Shittim:  Hebrew word for “acacia trees”.  A place in Moab where the Israelites stopped during their wilderness journeys (Num. 33:49);  and where they were drawn into Moabite worship of Baal of Peor (Num. 25:1). Shittim was the last stopping-place east of the Jordan." The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (945). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans.

At Shittim, Balak of Moab attempted to thwart the Israelite penetration of Canaan by hiring Balaam to curse the people of God, Num. 22-24.
Apparently, incited by Balaam’s counsel, Israel “played the harlot” with women from Midian and Moab, Num. 25:1-5; cf. 31:15-16.
Israel’s apostasy, participating in idolatrous rites and engaging in ritual prostitution, was punished by God with the plague at Peor, Num. 25:1-18; cf. 1 Cor 10:6-8. 

While encamped at Shittim, Joshua was publicly proclaimed as Moses’ successor, Num.27:18-22.

"JERICHO:  a city in the Jordan Valley, six miles north of the Dead Sea. Its on a broad plain, and is extremely fertile. A ford near the city carries an important east-west road and makes Jericho a strategic entrance point from Transjordan into the highlands of Judah.                                                                                                                                                   

"The city of O.T.  times is represented today by a mound 70 feet high and 10 acres in area. Jericho first appears in the biblical record in connection with the Israelite conquest of Canaan. The wide plain on both sides of the Jordan near Jericho provided an ideal campground from which to launch an attack on Canaan." Achtemeier, P. J., Harper & Row, P., & Society of Biblical Literature. (1985). Harper's Bible Dictionary (1st ed.) (459). San Francisco: Harper & Row.
. . .  they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there.

Some have attempted to soften the career of Rahab by arguing that she was only an innkeeper, but she is called a harlot not only here, but also in the New Testament where she is called a PORNE’ in Heb. 11:31 & James 2:25.

This is not to suggest that she had sexual relations with the spies:
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Rahab, Chapter 2 Notes 
“Rahab’s house was likely a way station, inn, tavern, or a combination of these. It would have been a logical place for spies to frequent, as a public gathering place and a potential source of information, but it is not necessary to suggest that the spies themselves had (or intended to have) a sexual encounter with Rahab. In addition to these points, we can also note that in the early chapters of Joshua, maintaining ritual purity and doing things exactly as God had commended were very important, and, if the spies had acted inappropriately, we should expect some indication of this (as we see when Achan sinned; note 7:1)”. 

See Hess, Joshua, 83–84 and M. Weinfeld, The Promise of the Land: The Inheritance of the Land of Canaan by the Israelites (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 142–44, on the existence and function of such inns in Canaan and the ANE. This evidence renders even more plausible the grammatical evidence just noted against a sexual encounter having taken place.

RAHAB 

1.  She was a believer before the spies found her. She had no Bible, she was surrounded by unbelievers who worshiped false gods, and she had no one to give her the gospel. 

a. So how did she become a believer?

b. She believed through the process of deduction.

1) She was positive at God-consciousness. We know this by Joshua 2:11, . . . for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

2) She knew that man did not create the stars, the sun, mountains, and oceans. And when  she heard about what happened in Egypt, how the Red Sea parted, and what happened to the nations that went against the Israelites, she made a connection. THE GOD that created the heavens and the earth is THE GOD of the Israelites.

2.  In Hebrew, Rahab means broad, roomy, or spacious. No matter what her past was, Rahab became a believer the moment she took advantage of the grace of God available to all mankind. No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace; no one is too bad to be saved.

Matthew 21:31  . . . Jesus said to them  [religious leaders], "Truly I say to you that the tax-gatherers and harlots will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32)  For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax-gatherers and harlots did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.

Hebrews 11:31 . . . By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.

3.  Rahab thought for herself, she didn’t just accept what everyone else thought or did without question.

Everyone she knew had a total anti-Christian, anti-Biblical worldview, but this woman opened her door to aliens who had the true God on their side. She defied her culture, tossed it overboard, and let the spies in.  She deliberately went against all the authorities of her day, including the King of Jericho and his police.

This act put everyone in her world against her. She went against the pagan god she was taught to worship and against everything she was taught at home. Everything was turned upside down by her act of hiding spies because it went against the whole pagan culture she had grown up in.  

We can identify with Rahab and Jericho because we are believers who are living in a land that 

is apostacizing and getting more evil with each day that goes by. If things don’t change, we, too, will be living in a place God will have to take down.

The phrase, “for they come to search out all the country” in verse 3 was very terrifying to Rahab. It meant that she was now faced with being patriotic or committing treason. 
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She was challenged with the accusation that these men were declared enemies of the country and were enemies of the nation. She would either be called a patriot when she turned them in  or a traitor when they found out she had hidden them.

JOSHUA  LESSON #13  (1-30-11)  
Here came the police knocking on her door saying they knew she was harboring spies who were sent by the mighty people invading their country to destroy them, and if she didn’t turn the spies over to the police, she would be considered a dishonorable traitor. 
But, Rahab had to defy authority in order to do the right thing.  If she complied with the authorities, she would be widely esteemed maybe become a heroine, but it would go against her conscience and what she knew the true God would have her do. 

If you were faced with that kind of situation, what would you do?  Many Christians today wouldn’t hesitate to turn the spies over, thinking that they were doing the right thing by obeying the law. They might even cite Romans 13:1-7. 

4.  Rahab was a Truth-seeker. The Truth meant more to her than anything and she was ready to risk everything for her faith. Her family, her friends, her house, and her very life were at stake. The Truth about God is indeed alive and powerful whether it reads from the pages of scripture or comes from the mouths of men in a whorehouse.

When you come face-to-face with the Truth of God’s Word, you can identify with Rahab. Like her, you find out what’s at stake. Being faithful to God can mean that those you love may turn on you. Your father, mother, brother, or sister could very well become your enemies. 

The more religious your family and friends, the harder it can be to be faithful to God. This is especially true if you were previously in darkness with them, but now you see the Light. They may see your new beliefs and actions as incriminating them somehow. Embracing Truth means rejecting lies, and many lies are probably the very ones they still accept. They may feel insulted and feel like you've turned against them. They may make you feel guilty so that you are tempted to compromise in order to keep them happy.

There is no neutral ground. There is the Truth of God’s Word and there are Satanic lies. If you make concessions in order to save relationships, you lose !  Most people choose family or friends over Truth because it’s the easy way out. But what about those who choose Truth and lose their family and friends? The heartbreak, loneliness, derision, and scorn . . . is it worth it?

Ask Rahab. We learn from her that we will never regret embracing Truth and never letting go of it ! 
Rahab is in the Bible to teach us that:

· She and her family were delivered from the destruction of Jericho by THE GOD of the Israelites.

· She was a Gentile harlot, accepted and welcomed by the Jews as if she was one of their own. 

· She married an Israelite spy and hero, it appears.

· She is mentioned in the heroes chapter of Hebrews:
Hebrews 11:31 . . . By faith, Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.

· She is one of only four women mentioned in the line of Jesus Christ. 

· She is mentioned along with the patriarch, Abraham, in the book of James.

Many people have not learned what Rahab learned. 
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People go to doctrinally-starved churches or stay in cults and false religious systems because:

· They aren't Truth-seekers. Their family and friends are more important to them than learning the Word of God from sound Bible teaching.

· They are afraid to leave their religious rituals and traditions even though they are not biblical. 

· They seek church goers to become customers for their business.

· They feel spiritual when they get emotionally fired up so they go to a church where they can get emotional charged rather than a church where they can actually learn something.

· They love to sing in the choir.

· They want a lot of stimulating programs and activities for their children.

· They love the excitement of a mega church with huge choirs, entertaining speakers, feel-good sermonettes. 

5.  Rahab acted on her faith. Her faith was based on evidence. Many people erroneously think that faith is a belief in something that has no evidence. Some call this "blind faith". This certainly is not true of Christian faith because it is based on evidence. Truth is reasonable, logical, and factual. Rahab combined the empirical evidence she saw in the creation of God with the historical facts of Israel’s miraculous history and decided that Israel’s God was THE GOD of heaven and earth. She decided to serve Him, no matter what.

James 2:21-25 . . . Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  22) You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23) and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.  24) You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.  25) And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?

(See visuals, Faith & Works)

6.  Rahab was a very courageous and caring woman. She put her family before herself when she made the spies promise to save not only her, but her family as well when they attacked the city, Joshua 2:12. 

JOSHUA  LESSON #14  (2-6-11) 

7. "How could Rahab have such a remarkable faith and still be a harlot, and so glibly tell lies? The answer would seem to be that as she responded in belief to the message she heard about God’s works, she later responded to further messages concerning God’s standards of life and obeyed. After all, spiritual maturity is gradual, not instantaneous. Even John Newton, who wrote the gospel song “Amazing Grace,” continued for some time after his conversion in the slave trade before he was convicted about this base and degrading practice and gave it up." 

 
Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Jos 2:8–11). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
Rahab is an example of how you can't tell whether a person is saved or not by their behavior. It takes time for some believers to change their lifestyles after they are saved. 

However, there is a slight hint that Rahab had left prostitution before the spies arrived. Joshua 2:6 says that she had stacks of flax on her roof which was a material used to make cloth and ropes. And she had a rope she used to let the spies get out her window and down the outside city perimeter wall to safety, so it’s possible that she was in the rope-making business.
THE LIES  (Joshua 2:4-5) 
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Deuteronomy 5:20 . . . Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Proverbs 6:16-19 . . . There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:  

17) Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  18) a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil,  19) a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.

1.)  The first lie is found in verse 4 . . . “I did not know where they were from”.

2.)  The second lie is found in verse 5 

3.)  The question we should ask is, “Was she justified in lying?” Some would say, “Yes , due to the circumstances.”  This viewpoint is sometimes called “situation ethics”, meaning certain situations call for setting aside norms and standards that would apply under normal circumstances.

4.)  But is this view valid? What does the Bible have to say?

Exodus 1:15-21 . . . Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah, and the other was named Puah, 16) and he said, "When you are helping the Hebrew women to give birth and see them upon the birth stool, if it is a son, then you shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live."  17) But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live.  18) So the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said to them, "Why have you done this thing, and let the boys live?"  19) And the midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous, and they give birth before the midwife can get to them."  20) So God was good to the midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty.  21) And it came about because the midwives feared God, that He established households for them.

2 Samuel 17:17-21 . . . Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at En-rogel, and a maidservant would go and tell them, and they would go and tell King David, for they could not be seen entering the city.  18) But a lad did see them, and told Absalom; so the two of them departed quickly and came to the house of a man in Bahurim, who had a well in his courtyard, and they went down into it.  19) And the woman took a covering and spread it over the well's mouth and scattered grain on it, so that nothing was known. 20) Then Absalom's servants came to the woman at the house and said, "Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?" And the woman said to them, "They have crossed the brook of water." And when they searched and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.  21) And it came about after they had departed that they came up out of the well and went and told King David.

This was very similar to what happened to Rahab. Was this woman justified in lying?

The best example for us to learn from is what Jesus Christ did when He was put on the spot:

John 19:6-11 . . . When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify, crucify!" Pilate said to them, "Take Him yourselves, and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him."  7) The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God."  8) When Pilate therefore heard this statement, he was the more afraid;  9) and he entered into the Praetorium again, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer.  10) Pilate therefore said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?" 11) Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me up to you has the greater sin."
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5.)  In the first two examples, the women lied in order to protect others and themselves. When Jesus was asked a question that could have resulted in His death, He said nothing rather than lie in order to save Himself. 

6.)  Refusing to turn men over to authorities who were on a mission for God was the right thing to do, but lying about it wasn’t right and wasn’t necessary. If this happens to you, what will you do or say? You could simply not open the door. You have every right to say nothing at all, or you could say, “I don't want to get anyone into trouble," or "I'd rather not get involved," or "I can't speak without consulting with my lawful counsel," or "Why would I hide spies?", or "My husband instructed me not to talk with strangers”. . . 

7.)  Was God able to protect the women and the spies they were hiding?  There are so many ways He could have kept His servants from being found. He could have distracted the soldiers with much worse problems like a heart attack, appendicitis, a lightning bolt, a raging fire, a hail storm, an old roof caving in on them, conflicting orders from headquarters . . .  He is God, so nothing, and no one can prevent His will from being fulfilled.

8.)  The women in Exodus were blessed in spite of their lies. The Bible commends Rahab for her faith but not her lying, Heb. 11:31, James 2:25. 

9).  Rahab had just enjoyed the most fantastic success serving her God, and the next minute, she failed by lying. It is possible to have a spiritual victory, and then five seconds later, be spiritually defeated.

JOSHUA  LESSON #15  (2-13-11) 

Joshua 2:10 . . . The utter defeat of the two kings, Sihon and Og, and the destruction of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan is recorded in Num. 21:21-26 & 31-35, Deut. 2:24- 3:11.

Og was a descendent from a race of giants called “Rephaim” Deut. 3:11
“The Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea”, “What you did to the two kings . . . whom you utterly destroyed” חָרַם [charam /khaw·ram/] v. hifil, active; to prohibit (for common use), ban. 1a2 to consecrate, devote, dedicate for destruction. 1a3 to exterminate, completely destroy."       Strong, J. (1996). The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible 
Joshua 2:11 . .. There is no doubt that ex-pagan, prostitute, Rahab, was a believer.

Joshua 2:12 . . . Now therefore, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father's household, and give me a pledge of truth . . .
LOVING-KINDNESS  checed (חֶסֶד, 2617), “loving-kindness; steadfast love; grace; mercy; faithfulness; goodness; devotion.”

"In general, one may identify three basic meanings of the word, which always interact: “strength,” “steadfastness,” and “love.” Any understanding of the word that fails to suggest all three inevitably loses some of its richness. “Love” by itself easily becomes sentimentalized or universalized apart from the covenant. Yet “strength” or “steadfastness” suggests only the fulfillment of a legal or other obligation.  

"The association of checed with “covenant” keeps it from being misunderstood as mere providence or love for all creatures; it applies primarily to God’s particular love for His chosen and covenanted people. “Covenant” also stresses the reciprocity of the relationship; but since God’s checed is ultimately beyond the covenant, it will not ultimately be abandoned, even when the human partner is unfaithful and must be disciplined (Isa. 54:8, 10).  Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W. (1996). Vol. 1: Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (142). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson.
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Joshua 2:13-21 . . . Terms of the agreement [covenant]. Notice: 

verse 18  “. . . and gather to yourself into the house your father and your mother and your brothers and all your father's household.”
Rahab and her family had to be inside the house to be saved.

Noah and his family had to be inside the ark to be saved from the flood, Gen. 7:16. 

The Israelites had to be inside the house to be saved from the death angel, Ex. 12:23.

We must be “in Christ” to be saved from hell.

Rm.  8:1 . . . There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

John 10:9  . . . "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved,

Joshua 2:21 . . . It is interesting that the rope Rahab used to lower the spies down with was red, the same color of the blood that the Israelites applied to the door posts to be saved in Egypt. So before the destruction of Jericho, this woman had the symbol of the blood of Christ hanging out her window.

Joshua 2:22-24 . . . The two spies hid out and then reported to Joshua. This report was quite different from the one the twelve spies had sent Moses, Num. 13:31-33, Deut. 1:26-38






