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יְהוֹשֻׁעַ

CHAPTER 3  
JOSHUA  LESSON #16  (2-20-11)  
             




          23

Joshua 3:1-2     Moses had led the people up to the time they reached Shittim. But when Joshua got the report he was in charge and he didn’t hesitate to move the people out the very next morning. This was the first time he gave orders to move the people. He still didn’t know how they were going to make the crossing, but he continued to faith-rest and trust the Lord's promises. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you knew what God required of you, but you didn’t have a clue what to do about it?  What can you do?  

(1) Pray, James 1:5-6   

(2) Search the Scriptures 

(3) Analyze the situation, 

(4) Ask questions, get the facts 

(5) Move out, start walking, step out in faith to make the changes necessary to get the job done.

Examples:  A husband or father taking charge to put his home in order


A parent using corporal punishment


A teenager breaking away from the wrong crowd, 1 Cor.15:53, 2 Cor.6:14 

What a moment it must have been when the people saw the Jordan overflowing its banks with  strong rapid currents. It is scarey to depend on the Lord in an impossible situation if you haven't done it before. But when you do it, God's victory gives you courage to trust Him again in the next test, and the next, and the next. Joshua knew this and had them camp there for a few days to prepare themselves for the crossing. They needed to organize and determine how they would approach it.

They were to batten down the hatches and get their food in order. What else would they be doing for three days before crossing? Waiting and looking. Looking at what? A river that was impossible to cross. This had to have been unnerving for some, and we wonder how much sleep was going on during those three days?

God wanted them to see that there was no human solution so that when He provided the solution, no one would think they could have crossed it without Him. The Jordan has a very steep flow.  The drop from its source of the base of Mount Herman to the Dead Sea is a drop of 2000 feet usually from North to South.

Once they crossed the river, they would find themselves outnumbered and outgunned, facing many pagan armies, fortified walled cities, and chariots. If God could get them safely across the Jordan, then they would have confidence in Him to give them victories on the other side. But of  course, they first had to trust Him to get across the river.

Some believers have never trusted God enough in a crossing the Jordan like test so that they can face future tests with confidence. They have no spiritual victories to build on. The good news is, it’s not too late to start trusting God; He will never let you down.

JOSHUA  LESSON #17  (2-27-11)  
Joshua 3:3-4   They were given instructions to move out and follow the Arc of the Covenant when they saw the priests carrying it. The Arc was to go ahead of the people. Furthermore, they were to keep a distance of about a half mile between the Arc and themselves.
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There is speculation as to why they were to keep such a distance, but we know for certain that God wanted the people to watch what He would do, and this distance would afford everyone a good view. God was about to perform a mighty miracle and He wanted everyone to see it.

Why was the Arc to go ahead of the people? The Arc is a picture of Jesus Christ. [Power Point]

It was made of wood and gold = The Hypostatic Union

It contained the Tablets of Stone, Aaron’s rod that budded, and manna

The Mercy Seat was pure gold with Cherubim looking down on it from both sides

The blood of an innocent lamb was sprinkled on top of it.

We had the Red Rope and now we have the Arc that is associated with the Blood of Christ.

The Arc is mentioned 10 times in 17 verses either directly or indirectly. The focus is clearly on the Arc which represents Jesus Christ. God wanted the people to keep their eyes on the solution, Jesus Christ, represented by the arc, and not on the water which was the problem.
OBSERVATION 1: This crossing illustrates our great salvation: water = judgment, the ark  = Jesus Christ. Just as the water problem was resolved when the ark reached the river, so our sins were taken care of when Jesus reached the cross. It was totally a work of God without any help or assistance from the people. 

OBSERVATION 2:  It was a grace provision. Anyone could cross. The only thing required of the people was to trust God’s provision, Jesus Christ, as pictured by the ark, and to start walking. Anyone who believed would walk across and be saved from the raging waters. The similarity to our salvation should be obvious, anyone who hears the gospel need only to believe it to be saved from the Lake of Fire.

Joshua 3:4b . . . Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.
This sentence needs special attention. It appears at first glance that the people needed to keep their distance from the arc in order to keep from getting lost or going the wrong way. But there was only one direction to go to cross the river. So how could anyone go the wrong way? This wasn’t their first river to cross. This sentence doesn’t seem to make sense until one understands that it’s not to be taken in a physical sense. 

They knew how to cross a river ,but they never had to cross a river like this one . . . you have not passed this way before.  This one had to be crossed by faith, not by skill or works. They had to learn how to depend upon God’s grace. 

They had to learn the way to go. The way to go is not a direction but a manner or method. The manner to go is keeping you eyes fixed on Jesus Christ which was represented by the ark. 
When God places obstacles in your path that you can’t remove or go around, you are forced to wait for His grace to go into action to provide a remedy. It may take a few days, a week, a month, or maybe even years. In the meantime, don’t complain, gripe, get bitter, or take matters into your own hands. Continue to trust in His perfect timing. That’s how to walk by faith.

Joshua 3:5  Joshua told the people to “consecrate” themselves,  קָדַשׁ  KADASH  (v. hithpael, mid. Imp); to consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate; to treat or regard as sacred or hallowed. To consecrate means to concentrate to focus. 

A similar situation occurred in Ex. 18:10-13. The people had to do three things in order to consecrate themselves: 1) They had to wash their clothes, be physically clean. 2) They had to stay confined to a certain location. 3) They could not have any sexual relations. 
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God was about to do something phenomenal and they had to be ready for it mainly by getting their mind right. For a short time, people would not go about their normal daily routine, they would be meditating and focusing on God with great expectation. Whether this would be a time of dread in the soul or of great anticipation and excitement would depend on how much a person trusted God. 

JOSHUA  LESSON #18  (3-6-11)  The Lord's Supper, Focusing on HIM ! 
Joshua 3:6  Everything was done the proper way in an orderly fashion. Only priests were to carry the Ark of the Covenant, and they were to carry it using poles. 

Joshua 3:7  It was important to God that the people know something. 

Joshua 1:17 . . . Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you; only may the LORD your God be with you as He was with Moses.

The people didn't know for sure if God was with Joshua the way He had been with Moses. The river crossing would eliminate any doubt in their minds about God being with Joshua. God told Joshua what to do who then told the people. The people obeyed and God performed a miracle.

According to Joshua 4:14, the people were convinced that God was with Joshua after the river crossing and they revered him just as they had revered Moses.

Joshua 3:8  Notice the attention to detail. At the precise moment the priests carrying the Ark stepped into the water, something spectacular was going to happen. That would be the moment of truth. 

Joshua 3:9-10  Joshua gathered the people to tell them why they had to face the impossible task of crossing the raging Jordan River. God wanted them to know that they could trust Him. They would need to have explicit faith in Him when they faced the enemy on the other side. What would their faith be based on?  Fact !  Evidence that they could see with their own eyes. Biblical faith is always based on evidence such as historical evidence, archeological evidence, and 

written evidence.

God told Joshua He would be with him in Joshua 1:5, but the people could have doubted it. Here we see the graciousness of God in giving the people solid evidence of that truth so that they would follow Joshua anywhere.

JOSHUA  LESSON #19  (3-13-11)  
Verse 10  Joshua gave them the key to everything, the thing that would chase their fears away. “You shall know that the living God is with you”. This was the key for them and it is the key for us. 
Matthew 28:20 . . . Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

Isaiah 41:10 . . . Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

All we are required to do is to be obedient and to know that God is going to resolve our problems for us. Most of the time, God does not tell us how or when He will deliver us because it's not important for us to know. What is important for us to know is that we can trust Him and He will never leave us, forsake us, or fail us.

Patiently waiting for Him to help us is key to having steadfast confidence in Him. It means keeping our eyes on the Ark, Jesus Christ, His grace, His glory, and His power, rather than focusing on our problem.

See Visual: Elijah and David Stories; Read Kings 18:21-39 and 1 Samuel 17:31-47

If the river was no match for the power of God, then the Israelites concluded that the pagans living in the Promised Land would be no match for Him either. 
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The Israelites would have more spiritual victories in the future because they passed this test and enjoyed a spiritual victory at the river crossing. Victory is built on victory. Seeing God’s faithfulness to us builds our confidence in Him. Here is an example: 

2 Timothy 4:16-18 . . . At my first defense, no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.  17) But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me in order that through me, the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I WAS delivered out of the lion's mouth.  18 The Lord WILL deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Spiritual victories are based on what God does for us, not on what we do for Him.
The problem with so many Christians is that they seldom, if ever, have a spiritual victory in seeing the faithfulness of the Lord. When was the last time you had a spiritual victory?

JOSHUA  LESSON #20  (3-20-11)  
Joshua 3:11 . . . “Behold” means to see. At that moment, the Ark of the Covenant was crossing before them. This was the fulfillment of what Moses had told them would happen:
Deuteronomy 31:3 . . . It is the LORD your God who will cross ahead of you . . . 

Deuteronomy 31:6 . . . Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the LORD your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you."

Deuteronomy 31:8 . . . And the LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear, or be dismayed."

The Ark was a physical representation of Jesus Christ who was invisible to them. They couldn’t see Jesus but they could see the Ark, but it was Jesus who stopped the water, not the Ark.

Joshua 3:12  acts as a parenthetical verse, speaking of something that will be expanded on after they cross the river.

Joshua 3:13  describes the moment of truth. What if nothing happened?
Joshua 3:14-17  brings us to the moment of truth. By this great miracle: 

1) God was glorified 

2) Joshua was exalted 

3) The Israelites were encouraged 

4) The Canaanites were terrorized

The Israelites stepped onto a higher spiritual plane when they stepped onto the other side of the Jordan. They trusted God and their lives were never the same. They had learned to Faith-Rest and they were now ready for spiritual combat by claiming what God had promised.

When was the last time you Faith-Rested? Are you ready for spiritual combat? When  

was your last spiritual victory? Remember, a spiritual victory is what God does for us, not what we do for Him.

This was not the last time the Jordan River would be miraculously crossed on dry ground. Elijah and Elisha crossed it also, 2 Kings 2:8 & 14.   See Visual:  Crossing the Jordan
Read Daniel 3:28-45, Isaiah 44:28, Dan.9:25, Neh. 2 precise prophecies that were fulfilled exactly when and how God said they would happen. How can we not trust in HIM ?
CHAPTER 3

Verses 7-8, 
God is doing the speaking. 

Verses 9-13, 
Joshua passes God’s message on to the people.  

Verses 14-17, 
We see the fulfillment of it.







Fear is the problem,  Faith is the solution. Don’t be Frozen by Fear!














