JOSHUA

יְהוֹשֻׁעַ

CHAPTER 4

LESSON #21  (3-27-11)
This was not the last time the Jordan River would be miraculously crossed on dry ground. Elijah and Elisha crossed it also, 2 Kings 2:8 & 14.   
Verses 1-3, 
God is doing the speaking. 

Verses 4-7, 
Joshua passes God’s message on to the people.  

Verses 8-14, 
We see the fulfillment of it.

Verses 15-16, 
The same cycle repeats starting with God doing the speaking in verse 15. 

Verse 17, 
Joshua does the speaking. 

Verses 18-24, 
We have the fulfillment.    

Chapter 3 dealt with the miracle of crossing the Jordan on dry ground, and Chapter 4 gives us the account of how the river crossing was memorialized to preserve the memory of it. 

God has not performed miracles in every generation. He concentrates His miracles during certain eras of history and then transfers that knowledge of those historical memories on to  future generations.  

It is imperative that historical memory be transferred to future generations, otherwise there wouldn’t be a basis for faith. Chapter 4 is about God preserving a historical memory of the great miracle He performed.

Verses 1-5 gives us the details as to what was done to preserve the historical memory of the Jordan Crossing. God teaches history much differently from most history teachers in public schools today.

God teaches history by ritual, monuments, and word of mouth.

Exodus 12:24-28

Exodus 13:14-15

Deut. 6 6-9, and 20-25

LESSON #22  (4-3-11)
Psalm 44:1-4; Worship and faith was based on preserved historical record.

Psalm 78:1-7

Psalm 114:1-8

Matthew 16:5-12

1 Corinthians 11:24-25;  Communion is God’s divinely authorized means of inculcating a historical memory in the Church Age, and that’s why Jesus said, “do this in remembrance of Me.”

What Did The Stone Memorials Mean?

1. When the Israelites trusted God and crossed the Jordan, a new nation was taken out of the jaws of death. Many of them had wondered in the wilderness for 40 years, but now, they appeared to be ready to face the challenges before them.

The stones were taken from the bottom of the waters of the Jordan's depths of death. The twelve stones symbolizing the twelve tribes were taken onto the land to symbolize the new nation’s resurrection and fresh start.  
2.  The stone memorial represented the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

a) Joshua 4:19 . . . Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal on the eastern edge of Jericho.
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b) Exodus 12:3 . . . Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each household.

c) What did the lamb that was to be sacrificed represent? Jesus Christ.
d) Joshua 5:10 . . . While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal, they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho.

e) John 1:28 . . . These things  [the baptism of Jesus]  took place in Bethany beyond  [on the East side of]  the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
“The site of Bethany on the other side of the Jordan River is now unknown. It is not  

to be confused with another Bethany, home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, near  

Jerusalem. A probable site is opposite Jericho”. Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological 

Seminary. (1983-); The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures.
It appears that Jesus was baptized at the exact site where the Israelites crossed the Jordan.  

Matthew 3:8-9 . . . Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance;  9) and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

Was John pointing at ordinary stones found along the edge of the Jordan or was he pointing at the original memorial or likeness of the one the Israelites had placed on that very site? The Pharisees believed they were saved because they were the physical lineage of Abraham, and John was making the point that only the spiritual lineage of Abraham, believers, would be saved.

Jesus Christ would begin his ministry where the new nation should have begun theirs.  That nation should have obeyed God and fulfilled His plan by possessing the Promised Land, but they failed. Jesus Christ came back 14 centuries later to same exact spot, but He would not fail to fulfill His Father’s plan.

Jesus Christ fulfilled His mission on the cross, John 19:30, He was buried, 1 Cor. 15:4, and He was resurrected, Matt. 28:6.

3.  The Stone Memorial also represents the unique spiritual life of Church Age believers which includes our positional death and resurrection with Jesus Christ. At the moment of salvation, the believer enters into a spiritual union with Jesus Christ through a mechanism known as the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Every Church Age believer is “IN" union with "CHRIST”. 

Romans 6:4-7 . . . Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5) For if (1ST)we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,  6) knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;  7) for he who has died is freed from sin.

Colossians 2:12 . . . having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

The baptism mentioned in the verses above is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 12:13, 

which is a “real baptism” rather than a “ritual baptism”.
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1 Corinthians 12:13 . . . For by one Spirit [Holy Spirit] we were all baptized [at the moment of salvation] into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

 A REAL BAPTISM refers to a transformation that takes place when a person is identified with someone or something else.  He is changed by that identification.
A RITUAL BAPTISM is a ritual that identifies a person with water that is symbolic of something else. However, no real change takes place.    

FACTS ABOUT BEING “IN CHRIST”:
1.  Union with Christ is a fact, not an experience. It has nothing to do with emotion or how one feels.
2 Union with Christ is a fact for all Church Age believers, Spiritual or Carnal. 1 Cor. 1:2; cf. 1:11; 3:1-4
3 The Baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred for the first time on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4 cf. 11:15,16. Therefore, it is unique to Church Age believers.
4 The believer's position in Christ makes him a "new creature" in Christ.

2 Cor. 5:17 . . .Therefore if (1ST) any man is in Christ, he is a new creature. The “Old Things” have  passed away  [condemnation, sp. death, control of OSN].  The “New Things” have come  [eternal life, +R, indwelling of H.S].
5 Union with Christ is not progressive; it cannot be improved upon; we receive it in total at salvation.
6   Union with Christ is not commanded by God; it is given by God at salvation.
7   This Union is permanent; it will never be taken away; it does not depend on our faithfulness; it depends on the faithfulness of God.  It is a guarantee of eternal security, Rom. 8:38-39; 1 John 5:11,12; Rom. 8:1. 
8   Union with Christ makes the believer perfect in the sight of God, *Col. 2:9,10.
9   Union with Christ makes every believer equal at the point of salvation, Gal. 3:27,28.
