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1. Chapter 6 reminds us as we face obstacles in our lives to follow the course of Joshua and the Israelites and how they faced the raging Jordan River and the daunting walls of Jericho. 

    There was no human solution to their problem and the only Biblical solution was to WAIT for God to take care of the problem. Sooner or later, we all must face such situations.  This is a critical point of faith for believers because it is where we are tempted to allow human viewpoint to take over rather than relying on God.  To rely on Him means that we are trusting in Him completely which usually means that we are waiting patiently for His solution and have given up trying to resolve it ourselves.

    If we opt for human viewpoint, we will complain. Fear, impatience, anger, and bitterness 

    make themselves at home in our souls while contentment and confidence leave.

    Here is a very important point. While we are waiting, we still must do something.

   Ephesians 6:17-18 . . . And take  [aam]  the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  18 Praying  [part. pm]  always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching  [part. pa]  thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints . . . 

    So we are to pray and stay alert!  Notice the word “perseverance” also that we are to have when praying and watching.

2. We also learned that our God is able to deliver believers who trust in Him. This was demonstrated by how He saved Rahab and her family.

Verse 1  

Everything was going so well and then we start chapter 7 with “But”. It seems that there is always a “but” in life, doesn’t it? The Bible is so real and applicable to us. If man, rather than God, wrote the Bible, there would be a fairy-tale ending here such as “and they lived happily ever after”.

There is a very important fact that we don’t want to miss in verse 1. Our God is holy;  His righteous-ness and justice are perfect. This means that He is totally impartial. Both non-believer and believer must abide by God’s absolutes. God will not compromise His perfect character or His attributes for anyone. He didn’t for His own Son who is perfect, so He certainly won’t for His rebellious children.  

Ex. 4:24-26, God came close to killing Moses. 

Deut. 3:27, God did not allow Moses to enter the promised land.
By the way, we should treat our children the same way; right is right and wrong is wrong, and we shouldn’t make excuses for our children just because they're ours. Something stands out for the careful reader of verse 1.  Achan committed a sin, and God held all the people responsible for it. 

1. No one is an island to themselves. Achan was involved socially with the total nation, so when he got out of joint, the total nation got out of joint.  It’s as if all the relationships we have are in the same apple barrel. You can’t have one person foul up without influencing the others within that barrel or group or association.  

2. If you are in a group and there is a person in that group that violates God’s will in a very flagrant way, you are implicated, because you are associated with the group in that that person exists inside your group.  
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3. This principle holds true in the N.T. just as it does in the O.T.  In 1 Cor. 5:1-7, it is a local congregation that illustrates this point in verse 6 . . . A little leaven leavens the entire lump.
In our social relationships, everyone is depending on everybody else. Each one of us needs the others, and that what’s happening here. This one man has committed a sin. He’s committed fornication, and the other believers should have helped him realize the seriousness of his sin.  They should have ministered to him, exhorted and encouraged him, but they didn’t.

There was no interrelationship at all because it appeared that they just didn’t care about him. This is very interesting; look at verses 1-7. Where in these verses do you read of Paul personally addressing the man who sinned?  Who is he addressing?  The whole congregation. 

A local church is a not just a place where we come to learn doctrine and then leave without connecting with other believers.  A local church is a family. When a family member is struggling with something and the other member’s attitude is, “It’s not my problem”, then they are wrong and God holds them accountable for it.

Verse 2-5  

Something has obviously gone drastically wrong. When did things start going wrong? Why were they so upset about losing 36 men out of 3,000?   Why did the people’s heart melt? 

Apparently Joshua himself was not alert nor was he watching what was going on here. He just experienced the most exciting victory over Jericho, and then reasons, "Well, Ai’s smaller. We had no trouble with Jericho, so let’s go."  He didn’t even wait on the Lord for instructions ! 
There is also a problem with the spies and their report in verse 3. Do you see it?  First of all, they were careless and miscalculated the enemy’s strength. We find in Joshua 8:25 that Ai was a fortified city of 12,000 people. The spies recommended that only 2-3 thousand to go against 12,000. 

But there was an even bigger blunder in their report in verse 3 . . . "make not all the people to labor there”.  Does victory depend on the work of the people or does it depend on the work of God? It appears they left God out of this whole deal. 

Note the difference between this report and the report made by the men who spied out Jericho. 

Joshua 2:24 . . . And they said unto Joshua, "Truly the LORD has delivered into our hands all the land . . . "   See? There’s divine viewpoint in this report that we don't find in the Ai report.  

Who got out of line just before Joshua let his guard down and the spies and people became arrogant?  Achan. He had committed an act of disobedience and then, these followed.  Achan took liberties at Jericho and it appeared to everyone that God and Joshua let it slide and he got away with it. So there was no fear in having a disobedient and arrogant attitude. It spread like a wildfire just before the attack on Ai. See how quickly a little leaven leavened the whole lump?

Attitudes seem to be contagious whether they are good ones or bad ones. A right attitude can make a big difference for good, and of course, a sorry one can cause a lot of good ones to change.
Verse 6-7

Joshua’s prayer here is pathetic. The only thing to be commended about it is that he was persistent in praying. Joshua sounded just like the Israelites when they whined complained about not having water.:

Exodus 16:2-3 . . . And the whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.  3) And the sons of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the LORD's hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."
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Exodus 17:3 . . . they grumbled against Moses and said, "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?"
Verse 8-9

Joshua's attitude started to change a bit; it appears that he did at least give some thought to the Lord and His reputation.
Exodus 32:12 . . . Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil intent He brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth '? Turn from Thy burning anger and change Thy mind about doing harm to Thy people.

Deuteronomy 9:27-28 . . . Remember Thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not look at the stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their sin.  28 'Otherwise the land from which Thou didst bring us may say, "Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land which He had promised them and because He hated them He has brought them out to slay them in the wilderness."

Verse 10-11

We see that God wasn’t too happy with Joshua because He abruptly calls Joshua on the carpet for it.

Until the transgression of Achan was repudiated and expiation made, the sin of one person was considered the entire nation's sin.

Verse 12-13

In Joshua 6:24, we find, “ So the Lord was with Joshua”, but here we find that the Lord would not fellowship with him anymore if Joshua did not carry out His instructions to deal with the sin problem.
God would not give the Israelites victory because of sin. They had to deal with it before He would lead them. Do you suppose God will be lenient with us as a nation when He wasn’t lenient with His own chosen nation? 

Homosexuals and lesbians are openly accepted in our military;

Our leaders are pressuring Israel to give up land to their enemies;

God has been kicked out of our schools and our courts;

Half of the population shack-up and half of the remaining married get divorced;

Husbands and fathers have become weak and easily dominated by their wives and their children;

Believers have become too busy to be bothered with serving the Lord or exercising their spiritual gifts

. . . “consecrate yourself”, same word as in Joshua 3:5.  It means to be alert; concentrate on the Lord because God is about to do a work among the people.

Verse 14-15

The noose starts to tighten. Achan was a fool because he thought he could get away with sin.

Numbers 32:23 . . . "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out.

Leviticus 26 gives an account of what can be expected when someone consistently disobeys God.

Verse 16-18

Joshua carried out God’s command.

Verse 19-21

Notice how Joshua dealt with someone who appeared to be a criminal. He is a model for every policeman, and for every official involved in the judicial process. No cruelty, just professionalism.

Those who are in law enforcement and the judicial system should always be aware that they are servants of the people, not their masters. There was a time when policemen were called “peace officers” rather than “law officers”. Too many public servants try to lord it over people and have become bullies. Common curtsey and politeness goes a long way when dealing with the public.

This approach sure worked for Joshua, Achan confessed everything.     
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Notice the verbs in Achan’s confession: “I saw”,  “I coveted” , “I took”. This is always the way of sin.

Verse 22 - 23

Joshua didn’t just take the man’s word for it; he got the facts and the evidence that would support the action he had to take. Joshua had to insist on absolute justice, but at the same time, it was mellowed within the sphere of grace and objectivity.

LESSON #31  (6-5-11)   
There's a lot to this lesson not found in these notes that you really need to hear !      
Verse 24-25

The family and possessions, including the animals of Achan, were dealt with in the same way that the people of Jericho were.

The people were warned in *Joshua 6:18 that they would bring trouble on the camp if they ignored the ban. In this verse 25, Joshua asked Achan, “why have your troubled us with trouble”. The next verse says, “the name of that place has been called the valley of Achor [trouble] to this day.”  

I think the Bible is telling us something. If you sin against God, there’s going to be trouble.

Some have a problem with the family of Achan being executed along with him. Acts 5:1-9 helps explain.

Both are judged even though the man was the one who sold the property.  Why did the wife also die?  Because she went along with him, she did not make a choice against him for the Lord. We should be loyal to family members, but when they transgress, we cannot afford to cover for them. When they are wrong, we must not side with them. 

Jonathan put family loyalty above loyalty to God and it cost him his life on Mt. Gilboa. He could have been a wonderful second-in-command to David, but he made this tragic mistake.

Verse 26

The heap of stones was to be a reminder to anyone who might think they could get away with sin. 

It wasn’t until the sin problem was dealt with that God turned his anger away from them. God’s anger will not be turned away from this nation until sin is dealt with, and that won’t happen as long as pastors continue to tickle ears rather than teaching the whole council of God, accurately and unvarnished !

