              Can Salvation be Determined by Works?         (MSM   4-8-08)
Matthew 7:1-2 -  "Do not judge lest you be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

Matthew 7:13-23  -  "Enter by the narrow gate [the gospel]; for the gate is wide [religion], and the way is broad [working for salvation] that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  14) "For the gate is small, and the way [John 14:6] is narrow that leads to [eternal] life, and few are those who find it.  15) "Beware of the False Prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing [appearing to be Christians], but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16) "YOU WILL KNOW THEM [false teachers] BY THEIR FRUITS. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  17) "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18) "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19) "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20) "So then, YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS.  21) "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father [John 6:40] who is in heaven.  22) "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23) "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness [vs.12, the law of the “Golden Rule”].'

1. This Scripture is not telling us to test the reality of other professing Christians’ faith by examining their behavior or works.

2. This Scripture is about recognizing false teachers.
3.  They were not condemned for their outward behavior, but for the heresy they taught.  

4.  Their fruit is what they said, and by it, they could be recognized, Deut. 13:1-4.
5. Verses 15-20 speak of good trees and bad trees, good fruit and bad fruit. Matt. 12:33-37 is a parallel passage.

Matthew 12:31-37  -  "Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit [rejection of Christ] shall not be forgiven.  32) "And whoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.  33) "Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  34) "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  35) "The good man out of his good treasure [divine viewpoint] brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure [human viewpoint] brings forth what is evil.  36) "And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  37) "For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned."

Most people who embrace “Reformed Theology” believe all true believers will persevere in good works till the end of their lives, and if they fail to persevere, it is a sign they were not really saved to begin with. This idea is derived from the letter “P” meaning “Perseverance of the Saints” in the acrostic T.U.L.I.P.
Total Depravity;  Unable to respond to the gospel; like a rock or something inanimate; can’t believe unless God gives you that faith; no free will in this matter whatsoever. God does not have to save anyone, but it is His SOVEREIGN decision to save some.

Unconditional Election; God’s elect; believers; those He chose to save; this does not depent on a person believing; it is unconditional. (Biblically true election by God highlights His Omniscience and how He knew everything before time began. This harmonizes with His Justice, Love, +Righteousness, and all other divine attributes which Calvinistic focus on Sovereignty does not do. Their heresy has God compromising all of His other characteristics in order for their doctrine to make sense.) 

Limited Atonement; Jesus Christ only died for the sins of the ones He chose to save.

Irresistable Grace; once God gives someone faith, he is then regenerated; he doesn’t have a choice, yet, this is called Grace. If you believe on your own, your faith is works. Eph. 2:8-9  -  For by grace are you saved through faith and that  [faith] is not of yourselves . . . (We know that faith is non-meritorious. The object, Jesus Christ, receives all the credit when we believe in Him. So it is truly grace that He saved us, and that  [salvation] is not of ourselves.)

Persevere; those God chose to save will produce good works and maintain them to the end of their lives.

And they say that ours is a WORKS SYSTEM ! 
