





EASTER  08

What is the date today?  2008 A.D.

Easter is that: the first Sunday after the Full Moon that occuring on or after the vernal equinox. If the full moon falls on a Sunday, then Easter is the next Sunday.

See POWER POINT: Date  /   Shamanism  /  Easter Egg Hunt

The entire Christian faith stands or falls on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our eternal destiny depends on whether Jesus Christ was resurrected or not.  

1 Cor. 15:12-19    
12     Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13     But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 

14     and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

15     Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 

16     For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 

17     and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 

18     Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

19     If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied. 

First, let’s look at a few unique things about the death of Jesus Christ:
1. NO ONE ELSE HAS THE ABILITY TO CHOOSE THE TIME OF HIS DEATH.

John 10:17-18  -  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.  18) "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

The Romans did not take Christ’s life from Him.  He chose the moment of His death.  He cried out “It is finished!, John 19:30 . 

Then Luke 23:46 - And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit." And having said this, He breathed His last.


a quote from Psa. 31:5 which adds the phrase, “You have redeemed Me, O Lord, God of truth (doctrine)”.

Jesus chose the exact instant that He would die and it was immediately after He had accomplished His mission of removing the barrier between us and God.

2. NO OTHER DEATH CREATED SUCH GEOLOGICAL AND SUPERNATURAL EVENTS.

Matthew 27:50-54    And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.  51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two* from top to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were split,  52 and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;  53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.  54 Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!"

*Man did not tear the veil of the temple, God did.  This was symbolic of the barrier being removed which was accomplished from the top down, God did it for man, not the other way around.

See POWER POINT: Resuscitation / Resurrection

3. NO OTHER TIME WAS THE SACRIFICE AND THE ONE WHO PRESENTED THE SACRIFICE ONE IN THE SAME.

Who offered up sacrifices in the O.T.?   Priests.   This is truly unique, Christ was not only the Priest who offered up the sacrifice, He was the sacrifice as well.

Hebrews 7:26-27   For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;  27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.
Hebrews 9:11-12   But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

Hebrews 9:13-14   For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

OUR FAITH OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION IS BASED ON EVIDENCE.   WHAT EVIDENCE?
See POWER POINT:     THE EMPTY TOMB!   Even the enemies of Christ did not dispute that the tomb was empty.

THEORIES THROUGHOUT HISTORY ATTACKING THAT EVIDENCE:
Young men should also know that while there are many writers in the field of religion, philosophy, and New Testament criticism, today, who do deny that Christ rose from the dead, none of them seems to be able to propose a theory which will adequately and convincingly explain away the fact of the empty tomb, the appearances of the risen Lord, the words of Christ Himself, and the unanimous conviction of the early Church regarding Christ’s Resurrection. One scholar explains it one way, another another, and another still another way, but there is no one in the whole field of New Testament scholarship today, who has given a theory that is being generally accepted, or that does not shatter to pieces on the rock of historic evidence. Dallas Theological Seminary. (1943; 2002). Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 100 (100:541).
The Disciples Stole the Body:      Read  Matt. 28:11-15   
1. There were possibly four to sixteen Roman soldiers protecting the tomb of Jesus. Four men would be placed in front of what they were to protect, while the other twelve would sleep in a semi-circle in front of them with their heads pointed in towards the other guards. To steal the body of Jesus, the disciples would have had to walk pass the sleeping Roman soldiers without waking them, and then fight off the other four experienced soldiers, move the huge stone, steal the body of Jesus, and leave the graveclothes, and then somehow slip past the guards with the body of Jesus.
 

2. If the disciples stole the body of Christ, why did they pay a large bribe to the soldiers?

Matthew 28:11-15   Now while they were on their way, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened.  12 And when they had assembled with the elders and counseled together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,  13 and said, "You are to say, 'His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.'  14 "And if this should come to the governor's ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble."  15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.

3.  How could sleeping Roman soldiers know what happened? Also, would it be likely that all of the Roman soldiers would sleep at the same time? Probably not. How could they not have heard the disciples move the huge stone that was placed in front of the entrance to the tomb of Jesus? 

4.  the disciples were not in a psychological state to try to steal the body of Jesus from the tomb. The disciples fled from Jesus when he was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane. Peter denied that he knew Jesus. On the Sunday night after Jesus was crucified, the disciples were behind locked doors and not out in the open. Why? They were afraid of the Jews (John 20:19) 

THE JEWISH OR ROMAN AUTHORITIES STOLE THE BODY:  

If the Jewish or Roman authorities had the body of Jesus, why did they bribe the guards to accuse the disciples of stealing it, Matt 28:11–15? They could have stopped the resurrection story cold by simply producing the body of Jesus and showing it around Jerusalem

THE SWOON THEORY:
The resuscitation view, sometimes called the swoon theory, teaches that Jesus never really died on the cross. He only swooned or fainted.

1. His legs were not broken because He was already dead, John 19:33.   This  fulfilled prophecy, Ex. 12:46, Psa. 34:20.
2. The Roman centurion at the cross was a professional executioner and was around death every day.  He testified to Pilate that Jesus was dead 

3. Mark 15:43-45  -   Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.  44) And Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. 45) And ascertaining this from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.

4. Jesus had a spear plunged into his chest area and “blood and water (blood serum) poured out.  Meaning that auto-lises had taken place, John 19:34.
5. Jesus was wrapped in 100 pound death shroud.  Luke 2:12  - 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
John 19:39-40  -  And Nicodemus came also, who had first come to Him by night; bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight.  40 And so they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.

THE WRONG TOMB THEORY

1. The tomb was not far from where Christ was crucified.  

John 19:42  Therefore on account of the Jewish day of preparation, because the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.  

2.  Certainly Joseph of Aramathia knew where the tomb was, the soldiers knew where it was, and the women and disciples had no problem finding the tomb.


Jesus told His disciples over and over that He would be crucified, buried, and would rise again, but they didn’t get it; they didn’t really believe it, Matt. 12:40, 16:21, 17:22-23, 27:63, Mark 9:31, Luke 9:21, John 2:19-21, 1 Cor. 15:3-4.  That is why they scattered like quail and hid when Christ was crucified.  Thomas said he wouldn’t believe the reports of his fellow disciples who said they had seen Jesus and talked with Him. He said he would he would have to place his finger in the nail prints and his hand in the side of Jesus before he would believe. John 20:25.

the enemies of Jesus believed it more than His own disciples did.
Matthew 27:62-63  -  Now on the next day, which is the one after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate,  63) and said, "Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I am to rise again.' :   64) "Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him away and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first."
QUOTES

MORE  EVIDENCE:
1. Eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ: at least 17 appearances occurred after His resurrection.

2. The Day of Pentecost is another important proof since it would have been impossible to have convinced 3,000 people of the resurrection who had opportunity to examine the evidence that it was not a hoax.

3. The apostle’s cowardice turned to courage after they saw the resurrected Christ.

4. The custom of the early church to observe the 1st day of the week to worship and to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 16:2.

RESURRECTION  VERSES:
1 Thessalonians 4:14  -  14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
1 Peter 1:3  -  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Romans 6:5  -   For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,
John 14: 1-6  -  The disciples’ heart was troubled because Jesus said that He was going away.  They did not know, until He told them that He would be coming back.
John 11:23-26  -  23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother shall rise again."  24 Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"
Acts 3:22-32, 13:26-30
1 Corinthians 15:55-57  -  -55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev 22:12  - “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work” 

Death is certain:
Ecclesiastes 8:8  -   No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death. . .
One of the greatest Greek scholars of modern times was Brooke Foss Westcott who was the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge for nearly 30 years. In 1879, when over 50 years of age, Westcott gave it as his frank opinion that, “It is not too much to say that there is no historic incident better or more variously supported than the Resurrection of Christ.”
 
The famous Headmaster of Rugby, Thomas Arnold, a distinguished historian, said, “I have been used for many years to study the histories of other times and to examine and weigh the evidence of those who have written about them and I know of no one fact in the history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of every sort to the understanding of a fair inquirer than the great sign which God hath given us that Christ died and rose again from the dead.”

Because He lives, all in Him shall live.

The risen Christ is Head of the body, which is the church. His resurrection marked His victory over all the forces that held men and women in bondage. On that first Easter morning He brought new hope for humanity. Now Christ is “the Firstborn among many brethren”, Rom 8:29; He is “the Firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep”, 1 Cor 15:20; His own resurrection is the harbinger of the great forthcoming resurrection harvest of His people. He who has been “designated Son of God in power…by the resurrection of the dead”, Rom 1:4 exercises universal primacy; the divine purpose is thus fulfilled “that He should be preeminent in all things”, Col 1:18.
 
Jesus’ resurrection body had crucifixion scars, could be seen and handled, and could eat food. Jesus even said His body was a body of “flesh and bones”, Luke 24:39.
The1985 the Emerging Trends magazine grouped sample findings from the previous seven years, reminding readers of such statistics as these:

 Two-thirds of Americans think their chances of going to heaven are good.
Jesus Christ is fifth on a list by teenagers of the greatest persons in history.

2 in 10 among regular teenage church-goers do not know the significance of Easter for Christians. That figure rises to 3 in 10 among the greater population including non-church goers.
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