 JOSHUA

CHAPTER 12
LESSON #87  (9-9-12)  

Deuteronomy 32:45-47  When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel,  46) he said to them, "Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today . . . 47) "For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life. 

The war up until this point was not a war of occupation. It was a war of extermination and a war of sheer destruction and blood. It was a war that annihilates everything in its path and then after that comes the possession.  

Most Christians are uncomfortable when they consider war and they do not like confrontation and will go to great lengths to avoid it. But Christianity always involves confrontation and clashes. We live in the devil’s world and we are right smack dab in the middle of a spiritual war that is intensifying. (pray in a restaurant, spank your children, refuse to accept homosexuality, make a dogmatic statement based on the bible)
Now in Joshua 12, we come to the midpoint of the book. Reading this chapter will probably put you to sleep faster than taking a sleeping pill. It contains a list of names and places that are hard to pronounce, and even an ardent Bible student would be tempted to stop reading and go on to the next chapter.

So why all the boring details?  These details confirm the promises of God. In other words, God promised that they would take the land, so there must be a legal document as witness of the fact that God has been faithful to them and kept His word to them.  So chapter 12 is a legal document.

If you go to the county courthouse you have lot numbers, and your property is legally defined.  That is what this chapter is doing, it defines the property of the tribes; it defines the inheritance. 
Verse 1-6 We have a description of the land taken on the East side of the Jordan when Moses was still in charge. Sihon was the king in the Sothern area and Og was the king in the Northern area, (he was also a giant, his bed was 13 feet long and six feet wide). 
Verse 7-24 Joshua took over and we have the land area that was taken and a list of the kings that were defeated under his leadership. 31 kings in all were killed and their kingdoms taken over by the Israelites.
Kings oftentime were killed and their cities taken into enemy hands.  This is the reason Joshua is giving us a list of those in authority in verses 9-24 who were destroyed. For example in verse 10, the king of Jerusalem was killed but the city of Jerusalem had not been destroyed. That city remained in enemy hands until David reconquered it 400 years later.

Before you start pitying and feeling sorry for these 31 kings, remember that they were not only God- rejecting pagans, they were degenerate leaders who promoted the most detestable acts possible. And because of that, the land was saturated with demonism and every sexual perversion imaginable. 

These kings fostered apostate religion which included sacrifices to Molech, the owl god. Remember how gruesome this religion was and still is today, where they’d take an iron statue of Molech holding his arms out, start a fire inside it, and the parents would bring their young children, set them in the statue's red-hot hot arms, then watch them burn to death while screaming their lungs out while the priests beat drums louder and louder and sexual perversions were carried on.  

When societies and individuals get to be this wicked and depraved, they cannot be rehabilitated or saved, they must be wiped out. God’s gracious forbearance ended for them and He administered His Justice on them through Joshua and the Israelites.
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CHAPTER 13
A rough outline of the second half of Joshua runs from chapters 13 to 22.  
Chapter   13       Explains the basis for the distribution of the land; 
Chapters 14-17  Details the first distribution.  
Chapters 18-19  Details the second distribution
Chapters 20-21  Details administrative provision for things like the cities of refuge, the Levite Bible teaching, etc.  
Chapter  22  details the dismissal from the central camp.  
Verse 1    Very much of the land still remained that the Israelites had not taken. This would be hot spots of trouble for years to come.
Verses 2-3    The first area gives the area that belonged to the Philistines. Notice something about those last names; they are all names of cities.  People were named for the central city, if you just drop the “ite” you get the city name; Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Gitta. It was from this area that time after time the Philistines broke out and begin to invade Israel.   
Verse 4    The second area was a coastal strip that was not taken. What happened there? A king married a woman called Jezebel that came from Tyre.  What did that woman do?  She almost destroyed the entire nation because of her apostate religion.  So we have religion coming out of area two.
Verse 5     The third area is given. The famous Arameans of Damascus were always attacking from the north. All three areas left unconquered were the areas that continued to be trouble for Israel.
Verse 6    This verse is different. An area is described where God promises to drive them out, and notice that He instructs Joshua to parcel that land out until He brings that abouat. God promised to give them that land and they could trust Him because He always fulfills His promises.
Joshua 1:6   Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.
He made this promise to Joshua and it was Joshua, not judges or priests, who would parcel out the land. Before Joshua died, God honored His promise to him.
Application: God has made promises to us as well. He has a plan for us and the fact that you are still breathing means that you are still able to fulfill that plan. He wants you to realize all the abundance of love He has for you. Grow to love Him in return, Rom.8:28, and experience all the rich blessings He tailor-made just for you.

Verses 7-8    There were nine and a half tribes on the west side of the Jordan and two and a half on the east side.
Verse 14    Notice that of the 12 tribes given land, Levi and Joseph are not mentioned.  
Joshua 13:14   Only to the tribe of Levi he did not give an inheritance; the offerings by fire to the LORD, the God of Israel, are their inheritance, as He spoke to him.
Joseph was given a double portion, so his sons Manasseh and Ephriam received land. Manasseh had land on both sides of the Jordan. 

Joshua 13:33   But to the tribe of Levi, Moses did not give an inheritance; the LORD, the God of Israel, is their inheritance, as He had promised to them. 
LESSON #88-89  (9-16 thru fisrt part of 9-23-12)                                 JOSH 12-13, pg 3
Now here is an interesting question, What is this unconquered land all about?  Why is it that God, so faithful to His promises, provides all this land for Israel but does not provide a total conquest?  Why is this?  Why is it that there are pieces left unconquered? 
Answer:

Judges 3:1-4   Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to test Israel by them (that is, all who had not experienced any of the wars of Canaan;  2 only in order that the generations of the sons of Israel might be taught war, those who had not experienced it formerly).  3 These nations are: the five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath.  4 And they were for testing Israel, to find out if they would obey the commandments of the LORD, which He had commanded their fathers through Moses.

There are no accidents with God, these pagan nations were left there for a purpose, to test God’s chosen people to see if they would be obedient and learn to trust the Lord.

Application: How does this apply to you and I. Do you ever wonder why there are always people around who are a pain in the neck? Rather than being angry at them and wishing they would drop dead, why not see them as vessels that are used by God for testing? Why not see them as opportunities to develop patience, thoughtfulness, and unconditional love? Why not learn to pray for them instead of gossiping about them? Why not learn to put them in the Lord’s hands? They are here so that God can teach us these lessons.

When a person believes in Jesus Christ, why doesn’t God just take him to heaven? Because He wants to demonstrate to us that His grace is always sufficient and that we can always trust Him to love us and take care of us. He is glorified when we cast our burden on Him and then faith rest.
He has given us positionally everything we could ever hope for but experientially, there is still much for us to learn and much for us to do. We are eternally saved and our eternal future is secure, but there are still areas unconquered in our lives. The OSN, the world, and the devil are like Philistines who jump out and attack us when we don’t suspect it. But God is greater than these, He’s greater than our circumstances!  That’s what He wants us to learn.
We all have an OSN with unconquered areas don’t we? Our everyday struggles have a connection to the historic background of Israel with their unconquered territories. But God has given us the ability to exult (rejoice, triumph) even in our struggles. 
Romans 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by faith, we  [v. pai]  have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2) through whom also we  [v. rai]   have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand  [v. rai we permanently stand in the sphere of God’s grace]; and we  [mature believers]  exult  [v. pmi]   in hope   [absolute confidence]  of  [sharing]   the glory of God.  3) And not only this, but we   [mature believers]  also exult   [v. pmi] in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4) and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5) and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

we exult (καυχάομαι) KAUCHAOMAI; v.pmi; take pride in something, boast, glory, pride oneself, brag.

in hope of   [sharing]  the glory of God:
Colossians 3:4   When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
2 Thessalonians 2:14   And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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we also exult,  same as above, KAUCHAOMAI, v. pmi, to take pride in something, boast, glory, pride oneself, brag.

in our tribulations,  (θλῖψις ) THLIPSIS, ① trouble that inflicts distress, oppression, affliction, tribulation, ② inward experience of distress, affliction, trouble,  persecution, oppression, trial, affliction, distressing circumstances

How in the world could anyone exult, rejoice, or brag about experiencing unpleasant circumstances?

We must be specific; this refers to experiencing undeserved suffering, not punitive suffering.

What is our natural inclination when we are treated unfairly, unjustly, or deceitfully? Do you exult when your car breaks down on the freeway, when your friends turn against you, when you get sick?
Why would anyone be motivated to exult in tribulation? Read on!  Next PP
Look at the first word, “knowing”, you have to know something! I want to point out that the only way one can exalt in tribulation is by “knowing something” not “feeling something”.

There is something that you can know that brings about endurence, fortitude, steadfastness, and patience in times of adversity and trouble. Are you interested in knowing what it is?

Tribulation brings about endurance which produces proven chacter (integrity) 

proven chacterm (δοκιμή)  DOKIME;  the experience of going through a test with special reference to the result; being able to stand a test; character.
Going through a test produces hope meaning confidence in God). Those who put their confidence in God are never disappointed. This is the goal, to have hope, confidence in God. Confidence in God removes fear !
because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts  The love of God is in the kardia because Bible doctrine is there and it gets there trough the ministry of the Holy Spirit. has been poured out is in a perfect passive indicative. 
Notice that James said practically the same thing that was said in Romans 5:1-5:

James 1:2-4   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Considering it all joy when you encounter various trials and exalting in tribulation does not come naturally. It is something that must be learned. Notice what the Apostle Paul said: 

Philippians 4:12-13   I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned THE SECRET of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  
What is THE SECRET ?
13) I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

So we have seen that God’s power and love are realized under testing but now we see another reason that we are to be encouraged and motivated to persevere under testing:

James 1:12   Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
Our confidence in God is not only in seeing us through adversity, but also in the fact that He will reward us for passing the test. We cannot afford to lose our confidence in Him and consistently taking in doctrine assures us that we won’t. 
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2 Corinthians 4:17-18   For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18) while we look not at the things which are seen  [problems; external, physiological things that will fade away], but at the things which are not seen  [Divine solutions; true REALITY; Christ's mind or thinking]; for the things which are seen are temporal  [temporary] , but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Acts 5:41   So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

2 Corinthians 12:9   And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Philippians 1:29   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,


Interesting facts: Rubin was the first born to Jacob/Israel and would have gotten the double portion of inheritance but he had sex with one of his father’s concubines and forfeited his inheritance,                Gen. 49:3-4; 35:22. 
Now after more than four centuries went by, the punishment for Reuben’s sinful deed was passed on to his descendants because he was the head of his tribe. His actions affected all who came after him. Who does this remind you of? This person sinned and the punishment was passed on the entire human race.

Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned...
